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LEWIS'    XV. 


LEWIS  XV.  tired  to  exccfs  with  an  unfor- 
tunate war,  equally  repugnant  to  his  inclina- 
tions as  to  age,  which  was  advancing  upon  him, 
and  flill  more  fo  to  his  n^itural  character  of  indolence 
and  ina(^ivity,  was  defirous  of  peace  at  any  rate. 
But  he  was  oppofed  by  Marfha*  J^^elleifle,  who  had 
the  afcendant  over  the  Council,  and  over  the  Monarch. 
Fortunately  this  Minifter  died ;  and  this  circumftance 
prevented  him  from  being  regretted.     We  have  al- 
ready fpoken  much  of  him,  but  fomething  ftill  re- 
mains to  befaid.     To  the  end  of  his  life  he  had  fo 
great  a  (hare  in  the  principal  events  of  this  reign, 
that  we  are  under,  a  necefllty  of  giving  a  further  ac- 
count of  him.  .  He  was  top  univerfal  a  man  to  be  at 
the  head  of  any  particular  profeiHon  j  but  if  he  were 
neither  a  Conde  nor  a  Turenne  in  the  art  of  war, 
nor  an  Oxenflicrn  or  a  Richelieu  in  politics,  yet  he 
Vol.  IV.  B  did 
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did  fome  memorable  things  in  both  thefe  branches. 
Indudry  and  aftivrty  were  with  him  a  fubftitute  to 
extcnfive  talents.    We  have  already  fcen  his  exploits 
in  the  army.    When  he  had  got  into  the  niiniftry, 
his  firfl  attention  was  to  reform  abufes,  and  to  intro- 
duce a  fevere  difcipline  in  lieu  of  the  remiifnefs  that 
had  prevailed  there.    At  lead  he  (hewed  the  necef- 
fity  of  fuch  a  reformation,  as  foon  as  he  entered  into 
the  Council;  and  in  the  eourfeof  his  admini(lration> 
he  publifhed  feveral  ufeful  regulations  upon  this  mat- 
ter.   He  wrote  a  letter  in  the  King's  name  to  all  the 
Colonels,  in  which  he  threatened  them  with  difgrace 
from  his  Majefty,  and  with  being  deprived  of  their 
regiments,  if  they  continued  any  longer  to  connive 
at  thofe  clandeftine  arrangements  between  officers, 
known  by  the  name  of  Concordat^  by  which  venality 
llifled  emulation,  a  fordid  intereft  hurried  thofe  into 
retirement  who  were  moft  capable  of  ferving,  and 
the  promotions  in  tlw:  army  were  often  put  up  to 
auction,  to  perfons  the  lead  proper  to  fill   them. 
5y  another  cuftom,  not  lefs  pernicioua,  young  beard- 
lefsmen  of  rank  or  influence,  who  Ivad  not  ken  any 
fervi'ce,  ufed  to  obtain  regiments.    It  was  fixed»that 
no  man  could  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel, 
.    tUl  he  had  ferved  feven  years*.    The  Marquis  of 
Autichamp  was  the  firft  who  felt  the  eflefts  of  this 
regulation.    In  vain  did  Marlhal  ^roglio,  his  rqla* 
tion,  attempt  to  fcreen  him  from  it;  he  could  not  fuc- 
cecd,  •,...„ 

bi.^'  •  By  this  regulation  of  the  ipth  of  March,  1758,  It  was  ne- 
cefTary  that  a  military  man,  afpiring  to  the  rank  df  Cbtonel, 
ihiptuld  have  been  at  leaft  five  years  a  Gaptam  ;  and  no  maa  could 
become  %  Captain  till  he  hid  ferved  at  leaft  two  years  as  Enfign, 

Cornet,  or  Lieutenant.. 

■  ,  .  '  ■  •'-  •  •  *. 1-  ■■'•  ■■"  •'■  -"■  ■--■  _ 
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'  Luxury,  which  rs  ever  fupprcfled,  and  ever  reviv- 
ing again,  in  campSi  and  which  is  the  confequence 
of  the  generous  and  lively  chara^er  that  animates 
the  French  nation,  and  inclines  them  to  prodigality, 
was  now  carried  co  an  excefs  infupportable  to  themj 
and  troublefome  to  the  army.  The  Marfhal  made 
a  fumptuary  law,  ordering  the  equipages  and  table  of 
the  officers  to  be  reduced  during  the  war,  and  in  the 
campaigns  }  and  the  military  men  had  no  longer  the 
pretence  of  faying  they  were  ruined  in  the  fervice* 
The  year  following  a  fecond  law  was  iiTued,  more 
flri£b  and  more  particular,  which  forbad  the  ufing  of 
filver  plates  or  difhes.  He  alfo  caufed  M.  Bcrryer 
to  publifh  a  Hmilar  law  in  his  marine  department,  to 
I'egulate  the  table  of  the  Captains  of  (hipSj  and  other 
officers  of  the  King's  navy  j  but  which  was  not  car- 

']  ried  into  execution  j  from  the  ufual  wantof  difcipline 

"  in  that  branch  of  the  fervice. 

*  Gaming,  the  efFefb  of  the  idlenefs  prevailing  in 
camps,  being  a  continual  fource  of  quarrels  and  ruin 
among  the  military^  in  order  to  reflrain  the  cupidity 

'  of  thofe  who  are  unfortunately  too  much  tormented 
'  ivith  this  padion,  and  efpecially  to  difappoint  the 
;*induftriotis  activity  of  the  Iharpers  it  is  apt  to  create, 
^  Marlh^l  Belleifle  engaged  the  tribunal  of  the  Mar- 

*  flials  of  Fratice  to  give  out  an  ordonnance,  by  which 
it  was  dffcreed,  rhat  no  applications  could  be  made  to 
their  tribunal,  for  gaming  debts  exceeding  the  fum  of 
looo  livres*.  It  was  forbidden  to  all  gentlemen  and 
military  perfons,  under  pain  of  imprifonment,  and 

. ,  «pon  their  word  of  honour,  to  play  for  any  thing  a- 
'heve  th^  fums  tnd  it  was  ordered  to  all  thofcivho  had 

*  Up wjirdi  of  forty-one  piQ^Adfit 


'9 

1761. 


March.- 
«7S7« 


J  June; 
«7i». 


6  May. 

1760. 


B  2 


any 


4 
1761. 


a  I  July* 
>759- 


ti 


i6  Feb. 
«757. 


THE    PRIVATE    LIFE 

any  demands  to  make,  to  fpecify  them  all  in  the  fame 
petition,  fignifying  the  caufc  of  the  debts  of  honour, 
and  other  engagements  required  to  be  fulfilled. 

In  calling  back  the  officers  to  the  fimplicity  of 
conquering  nations,  the  Mirfhal  did  not  fail  to  en- 
deavour to  prevent  them  from  being  afhamed  of  their 
uniform.  He  even  regulated  the  uniform  for  the  Ge- 
neral Officers,  and  they  were  ali  obliged  to  wear  it  as 
their  beft  drefs.  As  for  the  reft,  the  pay  and  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  foldiers  was  increafed,  the  appoint- 
ments of  each  fuperior  in  command  were  increafed 
at  every  ftep  he  rofe  j  and  he  inftituted  the  order  of 
Military  Merit,  in  favour  of  thofe  Officers  of  the 
King's  troops,  who,  born  in  a  Proteftant  connt»-y, 
could  not  be  admitted  into  the  order  of  Saint  Lewis*, 
on  account  of  their  religion.  The  Prince  of  Naflau 
Saarbruck,  and  Baron  Wurmfer,  were  the  firft  received 
into  it,  the  one  Grand-Croix,  the  other  Comrnan- 
deur, 

,  In  a  word,  we  owe  to  this  Minifter  nearly  all  the 
changes  cfFedted  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  war  de- 
partment, fince  the  retreat  of  Count  d'Argenfonj  to 
which  changes  he  contributed  by  fuggeftions,  before 
he  was  direftly  concerned  in  them.  Among  others, 
we  owe  to  him  the  ordonnance,  fignifying,  that  in 
future  each  battalion  of  infantry  fhould  be  provided 
with  a^piece  of  canon,  according  to  thcSwedifh  cuf- 
tom,  and  that  one  Serjeant  and  three  privates  fhould 
be  appointed  to  manage  it. 

It  has  been  feen  by  the  anecdote  of  the  Marquis 
d'Autichamp,  that  Marfhal  Belleifle  did  not  want 
^firmnefs.  Count  Lenoncourt>  Colonel  of  a  regiment 
bearing  his  name,  having  quitted  the  army  without 
leave,  and  come  to  Paris,  he  wrote  hhn  word  that 
„^  -  -\  the 
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the  King  had  fupcrfcdcd  him.  The  Courts  Martial 
holden  upon  the  volunteers  of  Liege,  and  the  regi- 
ment of  Piedmont,  did  honour  to  his  inflexible  fuve- 
rity.  The  officers  of  the  firft  were  broken.  They 
had  agreed  among  themfelves  no  longer  to  pay  their 
duty  to  M.  dc  Melfort,  their  Colonel,  who  wanted 
to  introduce  into  his  regiment  the  new  difcipline,  in 
imitation  of  that  of  the  Pruflian  troops.  One  fingle 
officer  had  refufed  to  agree  to  this  refolution  j  upon 
which  they  had  infulted  him ;  and,  being  aflem- 
blcd,  by  order  of  the  General,  to  make  apologies  to 
him,  feveral  Ihots  fired  at  once  againft  this  unhappy 
viftim  of  the  fpirit  of  the  corps,  had  given  rife  to  an 
inqueil  concerning  this  murder.  The  perpetrators 
of  it  having  remained  concealed,  in  default  of  parti- 
cular juflice,  it  was  neccfTary  to  exercife  a  general 
one. 

^\  The  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of 
Piedmont  had  been  Hill  more  atrocious.  A  fon  of 
the  famous  Captain  of  a  privateer  of  Marfeilles, 
known  under  the  name  of  Roux  dc  Corfe,  was  in 
;hat  corps.  As  he  was  very  rich,  he  often  lent  mo- 
ney to  his  comrades.  They  abufed  his  eafy  temper, 
^nd,  although  they  did  not  return  him  the  monies 
they  had  borrowed,  they  expefted  that  he  Ihould  ftill 
continue  lending.  His  patience  was  at  length  tired 
out.  One  night  he  was  found  murdered  in  his  tent. 
There  could  not  be  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  this 
was  the  efFed  of  fome  abominable  plot.  Three 
Captains  were  condemned  to  the  rack  for  non-ap- 
pearance, and  forty-five  more  to  be  broken,  de- 
graded from  bearing  arms,  and  from  Nobility,  thrown 
into  prifon,  &c.  The  Marquis  of  Efparbes,  the  Co- 
Lonely  h^d  bpcn  cpndemned,  by  his  fcntence,  to  im- 
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i76t,  prifonment  for  twenty  years  and  a  day,  His  wifcj 
''-  -'-^•-  being  of  Madame  dc  Pompadour's  fuite,  obtained 
her  hufband's  pardon,  who  prcferved  the  rank  of 
Colonel  in  chief,  but  without  the  right  of  appoint^ 
ing  to  the  vacancies,  which  was  given  to  M*  de  Sur- 
laville,  niade  fecond  Colonel  of  the  regiment.  Fa- 
vour thu^  frequently  eluded  the  patriotic  zf  al  of  the 
Marihal,  who,  being  a  man^  was  not  without  his  paf- 
fions.  Ambition  was  the  ftrongeft  of  them ;  and  the 
defire  of  maintaining  himfelf  at  the  head  of  afFairs^ 
often  obliged  him  to  fubtnit  to  the  inclinations,  the 
injuftice,  and  the  caprices  of  the  favourite. 

One  anecdote,  injurious  to  the  Marihars memory, 
Jjut  which  the  impartiality  of  hiflory  will  not  allow 
us  to  omit,  we  find  recorded  in  the  hiftorical  eulogium 
of  M.  de  la  Valliere,  pronounced  publicly  at  the  Aca-» 
demy  of  Sciences,  by  M.  de  Fourchy,  the  Secretary*. 
This  Minifter,  whether  from  a  defire  qf  innovating, 
or  from  thinking  the  matter  more  ufeful  in  the  pre* 
fent  ctrcumftances,  or  from  fome  Court  intrigue^  and 
to  gr<ktify  a  particular  pafTion,  had  a  defire  to  feparate 
the  corps  of  artillery  from  that  of  engineers,  which 
]iiad  been  united  by  Count  d'Argenfon,  for  the  good 
of  the  fervice  that  required  it.  When  he  had  lai4 
his  plan  before  Lewis  XV.  fufpefting  that  M.  dc  U 
Valliere,  in  whpfe  capacity  the  King  had  great  confi- 
dence, would  be  confuked,  he  apprized  that  General 
Officer  of  the  matter,  and  pronciifed  him  that  he 
would  immediately  obtain  the  red  riband  for  him, 
and  foon  after  the  Grand-Croix^  if  he  would  give  an 
opinion  conformable  to  his.  This  great  Officer 
©f  artillery  remained  inflexible,  and  anf^cred,.  th«^ 

J^  This  euleigiuin  has  bcc«  read  ^t  the  Eftfter  meeting,  the 
17th  April,  1779.  ^    -.^  .;--........ 
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Jiis  mode  of  thinking  being  diametricaliy  oppofite  to 
that  of  the  Minifter,  he  could  not  conceal  Jt,  if  hist 
Majefty  Ihould  do  him  the  honour  to  aflc  him  any 
queftions.  The  Icparation  was  not  the  Icfs  efr 
feded.  ^    .   ^     ;^^ 

In  i755>  when  it  was  difcufled,  whether  a  war 
fhould  be  commenced,  or  whether  peace  (hould  be 
maintained,  Marfhal  Belleifle  was  of  the  latter  opi- 
nion. It  feemed  aflonifhing,  that  a  man  who  had 
been  eager  for  military  aftion  all  his  life — who  had 
for  no  reafon  engaged  France  in  a  quarrel,  in  which 
flic  did  not  take  either  the  moft  equitable  or  rrioll 
noble  fide  of  the  queftion — Ihould  difplay  Co  great  i 
fliare  of  moderation,  when  it  became  neccffary  to 
repel  the  infults  of  a  violent  and  perfidious  aggreflbr. 
The  faft  is,  that  he  then  perceived  himfelf  too  much 
advanced  in  years  to  command  the  army,  and  was 
unwilling  that  others  Ihould  acquire  a  glory  which 
he  could  not  partake.  When  he  became  Minifter, 
he  altered  his  opinion:  and  was  feverely punilhed  in 
the  lofs  of  what  was  moft  dear  to  him.  The  Counc 
dc  Gifbrs,  his  only  fon,  a  young  warrior  of  the 
greateft  hopes— -who  had  lived  too  ftiort  a  time  to 
render  his  name  illuftrious,  but  long  enough-  to 
make  himfelf  known  and  regretted— was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Crevclt,  fighting  at  the  head 
of  the  carabineers,  whom  he  commanded.  The 
manly  and  rigid  education  his  father  had  given  him, 
had  been  very  fuccefsful,  and  had  made  an  aceom- 
pliftied  young  Nobleman  of  him.  He  was  lamented' 
even  by  the  enemy  j  and  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Brunfwick,  who  had  taken  him  prifoner,  did  notleav< 
him  'till  he  had  breathed  his  laft 

The  ambition  of  cl)e  Marfhal,  aaitmade  this  (Iroke 
iSf  »4  \     '    the 
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1761.     the  more  fcnfible  to  him,  fo  it  likewife  procured  hia 
'"^"    ^     relief.    The  tumult  of  affairs  made  a  diverfion  from 
his  grief,  and  thofc  who  did  not  fee  him  in  his  fa- 
mily, judged  that  he  had  no  feeling. 

The  end  of  his  career  was  difturbed  by  another 
caufe  of  chagrin.     The  letters  he  had  written  to 
Marfhal  Contades  were  taken  by  the  enemy.     Prince 
Ferdinand,  in  publifhing  them,  availed  himfelf  of  the 
rights  of  war  to  difclofe  the  Marfhal's  plans,  increafe, 
if  poffible,  the  hatred  of  the  enemies  of  France, 
alienate  the  neutral  powers  from  her,  and  foment  the 
jealoufy  and  mifunderltanding  between  the  Generals. 
In  thefe  letters — informed  by  his  own  experience  that' 
the  French  could  not  long  keep  the  con(]|uefts  gained 
by  their  impetuoIity-^-^in  order  to  reap  at  leaft  fomo 
advantage  from  them,  by  preventing  the  enemy  from ; 
cftablifhing  themfelves  there,  he  ordered,  that  every 
thing  Ihould  be  plundered,  facked,  laid  wafte,  on 
burnt.     This  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  fo  con-*- 
trary  to  the  faith   and   generofity  of  the  nation, 
feemed  odious  and  abominable;  and  recalled  the 
meniory  of  the  horrible  war  of  the  Palatinate.     The 
Palgtiiie  Minifter,  and  the  Court  of  Cologne,  piquc4 
at  feveral  infulting  ftrokes  they  found  in  the  intcr-^ 
cepted  correfpdndencc,  complained  of  the  expref-*. 
fions  made  ufe  of  againft  them,  and  of  their  being 
fufpeft^d  to  favour  the  allies.     In  a  word,  feveral 
principal  officers  in  the   French   army,  who  were 
ipoken  of  difrefpedfuUy,  and  were  already  little  at- 
tached to  the  Marfhal,  vowed  a  fecret  hatred  againft 
him.     They  contributed   the  more   efFeftually  to 
thwart  his  operations,  and  afterwards  imputed  to  him 
their  faults,  or  the  jniflakes  of  the  General.         ,  nr>Q 
J  Eager  of  every  kind  of  glory,  the  Marflial  was 
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alfo  defirous  of  being  a  member  of  the  French 
Academy  J  as  if  the  obtaining  of  a  feat  there  were  fuf- 
ficicnt  to  partake  of  immortality,  which  is  the  device 
of  the  Company :  he  had  not  the  leaft  pretentions  to 
be  admitted  j.  his  ftile,  as  well  as  his  language,  was 
dry  and  carelefs,  and  he  never  poffefTed  the  enthufiafm 
of  literature  fufficiently  to  proted  thofe  who  culti- 

Having  entered  into  the  miniflry.  at  a  time  when 
difcord  ftill  prevailed,  though  more  fecretly,  in  the 
Church,  he  conduced  himfelf  with  dexterity  between 
the  two  parties,  and  contrived  to  interfere  as  little  as 
poflible  with  their  quarrels.  Policy  attached  him  to  the 
Jefuits  J  he  had  intruded  the  early  part  of  his  fon's 
education  to  them,  and  he  ufed  every  year  to  retire  ac 
the  noviciate.  But  being  nephew  to  Father  Fouquet, 
one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory, 
he  was  fecretly  inclined  to  the  Janfenifts,  and  had  a 
much  higher  opinion  of  them.  •  'j ->;•*.»  <^>--Ac    ^^^- "--J^ 

Such  was  this  man,  fo  envied  and  fo  fortunate  with 
refpedt  to  the  enjoyments  of  ambition,  but  the  moff 
unhappy  of  mankind  in  his  domeftic  concerns,  for,, 
after  having  been  at  once  a  hufband,  a  brother,  and  a 
father,  he  was  the  only  remains  of  his  family,  which 
was  entirely  buried  in  the  grave  along  with  him.. 
In  his  lail  moments  he  experienced  another  caufe  of 
chagrin,  in  being  witnefs  to  the  rifing  glory  of  the 
man  whom  he  moft  detefted.  .  ^ 

This  was  the  Duke  orChoifeiil,  who,  being  MI-, 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  perfuaded  the  King,  that,  in 
order  to  give  more  weight  to  his  negotiations,  it  was. 
neceflary  he  fliould  alfo  be  Minifter  for  the  war  de- 
partment. He  had  already  fubdued  the  favourite, 
and  focn  cnflavcd  the  Monarch,  He  immediately 
t"^  -r    •  .  entered 


.V,  f ; 


16  Jan. 
1761. 


lO 


THE    PRIVATE    LIFE 


«5  oa. 

1760. 


1761.     entered  into  his  views,  Co  much  the  more  readily^  ay 
•    wc  have  before  obferved,  that  he  was  better  calcu- 
lated for  intrigue  than  for  military  operations. 

He   could  fcarce  have  met  with  circumflances 
more  favourable.     George  II.   was  juft  dead ;  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  his  grandfon,  was  a  young  Prince 
of  a  mild  and  quiet  difpofition.    Lord  Bute,   his 
and  his  mother's  favourite,  being  entered   into  th^ 
Council,  with  his  creatures,  muft  of  necefllty  not  only 
difapprove  the  German  war,  but  alfo  be  more  in* 
clined  to  a  peace,  ev^n  though  not  adequate  to  the 
fuccelTes  of  England,  than  to  burthen  himfelf  with  th^ 
care  and  conduA  of  an  embarralTing  war.   In  a  word, 
we  almoft  always  fee  a  fucceeding  reign  a£t  in  con^ 
tradidtion  to  the  fyftem  and  meafurcs  of  the  former. 
It  was  therefore  readily  to  be  prefumed,  that  over- 
tures of  reconciliation  on  the  part  of  Fran<ic  would 
be  attended  to ;  and,  after  having  regulated  every 
thing  that  concerned  the  pffliminaries  and  acce^bries 
of  fuch  4b.  ilep,  M.  de  Bufly  was  fedt  to  London, 
the  iame  who  had  already  negotiated  there  m  17551 
and  who^  being  deformed,  had  acquired  the  furnaCme 
of  BuHy-Ragotin,  to  diftinguifii  him  from  Bu0y  of 
India,  called  BulTy-Butin,  on  account  of  his  extreme 
opulence-c-of  whom  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  ^ak 
hereafter^ — and  from  the  famous  Bufly-Rabutin,  that 
amiable  Courtier  of  the  Court  of  Lewis  XIV.  whofe 
name  will  be  more  immortal  than  that  of  the  other 
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ruThc  objeft  of  the  Duke  of  Choifcul,  who  already  bci. 
gan  to  deceive  theEnglifh,  was  lefs,  at  this  inftant,  to 
make  a  peace — which  would  certainly  have  been  very 
humiUating— than  to  gain  time  to  bring  forward  a  ne- 
gotiation, which  he  was  meditating  ai^*^igcfting  in 
mfw-:  }  S  '      ,  '      filence. 
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filence,  and  upon  wh.ch  he  founded  the  greateft  ex- 
pectations.   Befides,  he  wiihed  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  fpirit  of  the  new  Court  j  and  he  had 
jchofen  the  fpy  the  moft  proper  for  this  purpofe.  The 
old  Courtiers  were  not  the  dupes  of  this  proceeding  j 
they  complained,  that  a  meddling  and  artful  perfon 
had  been  admitted,  with  whom  they  had  been  much 
diflatisficd  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King ;  and  parti- 
cularly murmured,   that  he  Ihould  be  permitted  to 
come  and  fettle  in  London  at  the  time  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary eledions.      Thefe  deciaimers  agree,  that 
they  could  not  precifely  fpecify  the  particular  evil 
which  refulted  from  the  prefence  of  fo  dangerous  a 
negotiator  ;  but  they  make  no  doubt,  that  he  was 
the  feeret  inftigator  of  the  motions  of  the  Tories, 
From  that  period,  according  to  thefe  people,  it  was 
ventured  openly  to  dfscry  the  men  and  the  mcafures 
to  which  England  owed  its  moil:  fign^l  fuccefTes* 
From  that  very  period,  parties  were  formed  in  fa- 
vour of  the  propofals  of  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  and 
Mr.  Pitt's  party  evidently  gave  way  to  that  of  St# 
James's,  In  proportion  to  his  firrnnefs  and  to  his  (in-* 
ecrity  19  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation. 

M.  de  Bufly  having  infidiouQy  introduced  fbme 
foreign  otjefls,  concerning  the  points  of  conteft  with 
Spain^  as  alfb  the  demands  of  the  Ennprefs  Qiieen 
againft  the  King  of  Pruffia,  Pitt  rqcftcd  his  propo- 
fals with  haughtinefs,  pretending  that  France  had 
not  at  any  time  the  right  of  interfering  in  fuch  dif- 
putes  with  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  that  it  was  an 
infult  done  to  tlie  honour  of  i^reat  Britain,  to  fup-^* 
j>ofe  that  fhe  could  be  unfaithful  to  her  engagements 
with  her  allies^  and  abandon  the  intereftsof  Fredc- 
ripl^ ,  He  fofipfaw^  (toa\  that  moment,  that  we  wer^ 
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only  endeavouring  to  amufc  him,  in  order  to  give 
time  to  Spain  to  fornn  a  connexion  with  France,  and 
to  declare  herfelf.     He  wilhcd  to  deted  the  manoeu- 
vres of  the  firft  of  thefe  powers  j  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  difpatched  a  courier  to  Lord  Briftol,  Ambafla- 
dor  from  England  to  Madrid,  with  inftrudions  to 
that  Nobleman,  to  reprefent  in  the  ftrongeft  manner 
to  that  Court,  the  furprize  and  indignation  of  his 
mafter,   that  an  humbled  enemy  fhould  prefume  to 
interfere  with  his  Britannic  Majefty,  on  the  part  of  a 
Crown  aftually  in  amity  with  him.      He  fummoncd 
the  Spaniih  Court  to  give  a  categorical  anfwer,  whc-. 
ther  they  meant  to  preferveor  tobreak  their  neutrality. 
He  recalled  Mr.  Stanley  from  Paris,  who  was  nego- 
tiating there  upon  the  fame  footing  as  M.  de  Buffy ; 
to  whom  pafTports  were  given  to  return  into  his 
country  j  and  he  took  meafures  for  purfuing  the  war 
with  vigour. '-^VF":^ ':t?/r •■?*>. '^        ■   hf!r.;y:«  iiifibMIi^sij^i 

The  famous  family-compaffc,  negotiated  fb  fccretly, 
that  nothing  of  it  tranfpired  till  after  it  was  figned, 
was  foon  made  public.  It  contained  twenty-eight 
articles.  The  Kings  of  France  and  Spain  flipulatcd 
in  it,  as  much  for  thcmfelves  as  for  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  and  the  Infant  Duke  of  Parma.  They 
fettled  in  it  between  them  a  perpetual  alliance, 
agreeing  for  the  future  to  confider  every  power  as 
hoftilc  that  was  an  enemy  to  any  one  of  them,  and 
reciprocally  guaranteeing  to  each  other  all  their 
poffefllons,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  mighti 
be,  According  to  the  ftate  they  fhould  be  in  at  the 
time  when  the  three  Crowns  and  the  Duke  of  Parma 
(hbuld  be  at  peace  with  the  other  powers;  and  oblig- 
ing thcmfelves  to  iurnifh  the  necefiary  fuccQurs  for 
cafrying  on  the  war  jointly,  and  not  to  make  peace 
•;  ^^  diftinftly 
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dlftiniaiy  from  each  other.  This  treaty  likewiie  fti- 
pulated  the  fuppreflion  of  the  law  of  efcheat  in 
France,  in  favour  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  Kings  of 
Spain  and  Sicily,  and  an  exprefs  convention,  that 
the  fubjefts  of  the  three  Crowns  fliould  enjoy, 
in  their  refpedivc  dominions,  the  fame  rights,  pri- 
vileges, and  exemptions  as  the  natives,  with  refpeft 
to  navigation  and  commerce,  without  a  poffibility 
of  the  other  European  pow'ers  being  admitted  into 
this  family  alliance,  or  of  claiming  for  their  fub* 
jedbs  the  fame  treatment  in  the  kingdoms  of  the 
three  Crowns. 

This  was  the  mafter-piece  for  which  the  Duke  of 
Choifeul  applauded  himfelf }  not  that  he  expeded 
any  great  fuccefs  from  this  alliance,  but  in  the  hope 
that  .it  would  be  the  means  of  obtaining  a  lefs  ig- 
nominious peace.  He  had  another  objeft  in  view, 
which  was  to  caufe  a  diverfion,  and,  by  increafing 
the  forces  of  the  enemies  of  England,  to  weaken  and 
divide  her  own.  This  was,  to  oblige  Portugal  to  de- 
clare itfelf:  if  that  kingdom  could  have  been  detach- 
ed from  it's  natural  ally,  the  latter  would  have  been 
deprived  of  a  confiderable  fource  of  it's  riches  :  and 
if  Portugal,  on  the  contrary,  perfifted  in  it's  union 
with  Great  Britain,  it  was  concluded,  that  a  king^ 
dom  open  on  all  fides  might  eafily  be  fubdued. 
The  Miniller  began  by  fecuring  to  himfelf  the  moft 
flattering  rewards  of  his  exertions.  Belide  the  two 
departments  for  war  and  for  foreign  affairs,  with  '\"\.^ 
which  he  was  already  intruded,  that  of  the  navy  was 
alfo  given  to  him.  "  f^s 

The  bufinefs  was  to  reinftate  the  navy  j   and  M.      13  oa, 
Berryer,  who  had   retained  that  department,  was 
got  rid  of  by  granting  him  the  jfeals,  ,which  itJ^e  King 
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1761.  had  kept  finec  the  difgrace  of  M.  dc  MachatilL 
'^"'*"~  The  Duke,  however,  had  the  moderation  to  refign 
part  of  the  office  for  foreign  affairs  in  favour  of  Count 
Choifeul,  lately  naade  Minifter  of  State,  and  before 
that  AmbaiTador  at  Vienna.  Thus  the  department  ftiU 
remained  in  his  family.  Befides,  he  well  knew  the  fub- 
miflion  which  his  coufin,  who  had  very  bad  healthy 
was  weak  and  indolent^  would  have  to  his  wills 
and,  in  order  to  fecurc  this  the  more  effcftually,  he 
referved  to  himfelf  the  moft  effential  part  of  the 
bufinefs  at  this  time,  the  correfpondence  with  Spain 
and  l^ortugal.  p 

liis  Catholic  Majcfty  fbon  expreffed  his  perTonal 
fatisfaclion  to  the  Duke,  by  fending  him  the  order 
of  the  Golden  Fleece.    The  Dauphin  performed  the 
xrcremony  of  invefting  this  Nobleman  with  it.    A 
4 March,   little  time  after,  he  was  appointed  by  the  King  Co- 
lonel General  of  the  Swifs  and  Grifons ;  a  poft  which 
he  obtained  from  his  Majefty  upon  the  rcfignation 
of  Count  d'Eu,  who  held  it  before* 
:     As  foon  as  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  acquired  the 
marine  department,  he  paid  great  attention  to  it,  and 
ieemed  to  endeavour  to  rcftore  life  and  aftivity  to  that 
branch  of  adminiftration.  The  bufinefs  was  to  deceive 
i  Spain,  by  powerful  efforts  to  re-eftablifli  it.  The  pro- 
vince of  Languedoc,  which  had  already  teftified  it's 
i  ^ieal  i&r  the  King,  in  1 7  44^  by  offering  to  hhn  the  regi- 
ment of  Sepftmanief  which  it  maintained  at  it'»  own 
expence>  gave  another  example  of  patriotifm,  more 
,  followed  than  the  former.    The  States  aHembled  al 
c  Montpcllier,  by  an  unanimous  deliberation,  deter- 
mined to  offer  to  his  Majefty  a  74  gun  (hip.    Thi» 
example  was  immediatdy  imitated  by  the  richtf^ 
individuals  in  Paris>  and  by  ail  the  bodies  df  the 
»  .  State. 
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State.    Mcflrs.  de  Montmartcl  and  de  la  Borde>  the     17.6a. 
bankers  of  the  Court ;  de  Pange  and  de  Boullogne,   """""""^ 
Paymafters-Gencral  of  the  army;  Michel  and  ie 
Maicre,  Paymafters  of  the  artillery ;  Marquet  and  de 
Bourgade,  contradbors  for  provifions  for  the  army> 
alTociated  themfelves,  and  entered  into  a  fubfcription 
for  the  conftrudion  of  an  So  gun  Ihip.    The  Com- 
panies of  Receivers  General  of  finances,  the  Farmers 
General,  the  Paymailers  of  the  annuities,  the  fix  Com- 
panies of  Merchants  of  the  city  of  Paris,  thfc  City  ©f 
Paris  itfelf,  the  States  of  Burgundy,  the  Adminiftrators 
of  the  Pofts  of  France,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Marfeilles,  and  the  States  of  Britany ;  all  thefe  fe- 
veral  bodies  engaged  each  of  them  to  build  a  Ihip 
of  the  line,  of  greater  or  lefs  force  according  to  their 
refpe«^ive  abilities.     The  Minifter,  in  giving  this 
general  impulle  to  a  zeal  (o  efficacious,  announeed  bi&M  ^ 
the  relburces  of  the  kingdom.     But  thefe  refources 
could  not  imnnfediately  repair  the  lofs  of  37  Ihips  of 
the  line,  and  56  frigates,  fuftained  during  this  \<f«r*r 
Thjcy  could  not  fill  up  the  vacancy  of  twenty- five 
thoufand  Tailors  detained  prifoners  in.  England,  in. 
exchange  of  whom  we  had  no  more  than  twelve 
hundred  to  offer.     In  a  word,  they  couli  not  fuppiy 
the  ki3>gdom  with.  Officers  and  Generals,  the  beit  of 
wHoni  had  been  killed  in  adion,  while  there  remain- 
ed only  fuch  as  ha4  been  difgraced  by  (hameftil 
defeats.    One  officer  was,  however,  found,  who  exe- 
^  cured  a  bold  ftroke,  capable  of  infpiriag  Spain  with 
.  a  momentary  confidence.  The  Chevalier  de  Terway, 
^  a  Captain  of  a  fhip,  with  a  fquadron  of  only  two 

£*-  '  i  Eighteen  ihipi  of  the  fine,  md  thirty-feven  frigatesy  t^en. 
ilFourteen  ihips  df  the  line,  and  eleven  frigates,  deftroyed.    Fiv» 
;0upi  of  the)taci  and  eightfngatts,  loft  by  accidcnbi 
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lySii  fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  *,  arrived  at  the  ' 
Bay  des  Taureaux,  in  the  iHand  of  Newfoundlandy  ^ 
and  landed  there  with  1 500  men,  under  the  orders'  :? 
of  Count  HauITonville  i  who  feized  upon  the  towns:  i 
of  Strf  John  aird  Placentia,  and  upoit  the  whole  I 
ifland  j  but  this  was  no  more  than  a  gleam  of  fuc- 
cefs :  before  three  months  were  clapfed,  the  Englilh  1 
retook  this  conqueft. 

Spain,  which  began  the  war  with   a  rtavy  quite 
frelh,  and  fufficiently  numerous,  when  joined  to  the 
remains  of  that  of  France,  to  make  head  againfl  the 
navy  of  England,  was  foon  convinced  of  the  fault 
(he  had  committed,  in  having  waited  too  long  before 
Ihe  had  engaged  in  the  war,  and  of  the  ftill  greater 
folly  of  having  taken  any  part  in  it.     In  lefs  than  a 
year,  Ihe  loft  twelve  (hips  of  the  line,  the  ifland  of 
Cuba,  Manilla,  more  than  a  hundred  millions  f  ,  and 
Could  not  even  obtain  the  indemnity  ihe  had  ex- 
pected, from  invading  a  neighbour,  whofe  weaknefs 
was  their  only  faiult.    This  was  renewing  the  fable 
of  the  wolf  and  the  lamb,    Portugal,  fupported  by    ^ft 
England — which  from  it's  tyrant  had  become  it's   < 
defender — after  having  given  way  to  the  firft  enter- 
prizes  of  Spain,  flopped  at  length  the  progrefs  of 
her  army,  which  was  not  able  to  fubdue  that  king-    \    ,^ 
dom,  notwithftanding  the  afliftance  of  her  ally.       s^uah 
This  experiment  not  being  very  promifing,  the    I  )o 
conferences  for  a  peace  were  renewed.    The  formi- 
dable adverfary  of  France  was  fortunately  no  longer 
at  the  head  of  the  Britilh  Miniftry.     Mr.  Pitt,  per- 
ceiving the  influence  which  the  artful  intrigues  of 
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the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  with  the  favourites  of  the  176a. 
new  King,  and  hearing  the  phrafe  continually  repeat-  ^~7. 
ed,  with  which  we  quieted  the  uneafincfs  of  the  Pa- 
riffens,  but  which  was  ridiculous  and  incredible  ac 
London,  thai  the  Englijh  were  dejlroying  them/elves  by 
their  very  fuccefsy  refolved  to  make  one  laft  effort. 
He  declared  at  the  Council  at  St.  James's,  that  now 
was  the  time  to  humble  all  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  } 
that  if  the  opportunity  were  mifled,  it  would  never 
return  again ;  and  that,  if  his  advice  were  not  follow- 
ed upon  this  occafion,-  he  would  fit  no  more  in  the 
Council.  He  thanked  the  Minifters  of  the  late 
King  for  their  fupport  i  faid,  that  he  had  been  called 
up  to  adminiftration  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  to 
whom  he  confidered  himfeif  as  accountable  for  his 
condu£t }  and  that  he  could  not  anfwer  for  meafures 
which  were  not  to  be  conducted  with  that  unani- 
mity, that  difpatchj  and  efpecially  that  fecrecy 
which  Was  requifite.  Thefe  prophetic  words  not 
having  opei'ated  in  his  favour  with  the  King,  he  re- 
ligned. 

From  that  time  the  obftacles  iil  the  way  of  peace 
were  foon  removed.  The  new  Minifters  were  al- 
moft  as  defirous  of  it  as  France.  This  is  proved  by 
a  Angular  anecdote ;  which '  is,  that  Count  Viry, 
Ambaffador  from  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  the  Court 
of  London,  t1ie  agent  of  the  negotiations  carried  on 
through  the  mediation  of  his  mafter,  was  at  this 
period  put  upon  the  lift  of  penfioners  on  the  Iriih 
fftablilhmcnti  with  a  very  confiderabie  penlion  *, 
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1761.  The  treaty  therefore  was  foon  concluded  :  the 
conferences  did  not  laft  two  months;  it  was  forgot- 
ten, that  the  prefent  war  had  arifen  only  from  the 
preceding  treaty  not  having  been  fufficiendy  digeft- 
ed ;  from  fome  points  in  it  having  been  left  undeter- 
mined, and  others  ambiguous;  and  the  bufinefs  was 
carried  on  by  both  parties  with  greater  precipitation 
than  any  individuals  would  have  ufed  in  the  dif- 
cuHion  of  a  matter  the  lead  intricate.  And  how 
exceedingly  intricate  muft  not  this  treaty  have  been  ? 
However  this  may  be,  Lewis  XV.  ftill  preferving 
the  Ihadow  of  his  grcatnefs,  faw  his  enemy  fign  the 
)  itqy.  articles  in  his  palace.  It  was  at  Fontainebleau  that 
the  Duke  dc  Praflin,  the  King's  Minifter,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Grimaldi,  AmbalTador  from  Spain,  and  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of 
England,  met  on  this  important  objedb.  The  ar- 
rangement was  declared  to  be  in  common  with 
'Portugal,  which  was  obliged  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
dcftiny  allotted  to  it  by  the  greater  Powers.  But 
England  negledled  fo  much  to  (lipulate  for  the  in- 

'  tertffts  of  the  King- of  Pruflia,  that  the  MInifters  of 
'    this  Prince  protefted,  at  London,  againft  the  con- 

^  tents  of  the  treaty,  in  every  thing  which  concerned 

.  the  King  their  mafter.     This  was  not,  however,  at- 
tended with  any  confequences  j  and  the  peace  of  Gcr- 
/  ihany  was  foon  after  concluded.  x» 

i"  However  hard  and  humiliating  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  were  to  France,  they  were  not  fo  much  fo  as 
•  Ihc  might  have  expeded  from  her  misfortunes  and 
enfeebled  ftate.  The  Minority  in  England  were 
fenfible  of  this,  and  confternation  prevailed  among 
tlie  pedple  at  the  publication  of  it,  as  if  the  law 
had  been  dilated  to  themj  or  rather,  thejtgave 

A.  -*^  themfclvea 
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thcmfelvcs  up  to  the  moft  violent  murmurs.  This 
was  Ibiiifc'  conloUtion  to  the  Duke  de  Choifeuh  He 
already  foreiiiw,  in  this  dilTiicisfaiSlion,  the  principle 
of  thofe  revolutions  which  he  was  relblved  toencou<* 
rage:  and  doubted  not  hut  that  he  (hould  be  able 
to  repair,  by  intrigue,  the  loflcs  which  France  expe- 
rienced from  the  fate  of  arms.  The  facrifices  made 
by  the  kingdom  were  as  immenfe  ai  they  were  dif- 
treflingi — they  renounced  the  point  of  honour  which 
they  had  moft  at  heart,  the  rcftitution  of  the  Ihips 
taken  in  full  peace,  againft  the  right  of  nations, 
which  had  been  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  war  j— 
they  renounced  their  claims  upon  Acadia ;— they 
ceded  to  the  King  of  England  the  entire  property 
of  Canada,  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  and  all  the 
iflands  of  the  gulph  and  river  St.  Laurence  j — they 
conicnted  no  longer  to  enjoy  the  cod-fifhery,  except 
in  a  precarious  manner,  and  under  the  pleafure  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  who  ceded  to  them  the  two 
little  idands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  to  dry 
their  fifh  upon  j  but  with  the  provifo,  that;  they 
ihould  raife  no  fortifications  upon  them,  and  that 
the  guard  kept  there  fhould  not  exceed  fifty  men  j— 
they  fufFered  themfclves  to  be  pent  up,  even  in  thofe 
pofleffions  which  had  not  yet  been  broken  in  upon, 
and  a  line  drawn  through  the  middle  of  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river  Miffiffipi,  was  to  mark  out  the 
boundaries  of  Louifiana.  England  was  making, 
in  the  articles  with  refpeft  to  the  Neutral  iflands> 
the  divifioA  of  the  Lion.  Out  of  four  parts  (he  kept 
three  j  atwi  only  relinquilhed  the  fourth,  St.  Lucia> 
in  order  that  it's  peftilcntial  air  fhould  ferve  as  a 
grave  to  the  inhabitants  that  might  be  fent  to  it.  In 
:  Africa,.  Ihe  likewifc  referved  to  herfclf  the  moft  ad- 
ci^--^i:^i:^-j.}^  C  2  vantagcous 
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•1762.  vantageous  portion,  by  keeping  Senegal  j  and  gave  tt> 
France,  in  the  ifland  of  Goree,the  moft  ungrateful  and 
tlcftiu6tive  part.  Upon  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and 
Orixa,  ihe  reftored  the  fadories  that  had  been  feized 
upon,  but  in  the  ftate  in  which  they  were  at  the 
•time,  that  is  to  fay,  difmantled,  laid  wafte,  and 
^abandoned.  In  a  word,  the  city  and  port  of  Dun- 
•kirk  were  to  be  reduced  to  the  fame  ftatc  as  agreed 
jupon  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  fome 
.Cbmmiflioners  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  were  to 
^remain  for  an  unlimited  time  upon  the  fpot,  to  at- 
4end  to  the  execution  of  this  article  ;  which  Com- 
,  iniflioners  were  to  be  paid  by  France.  Spain,  for 
having  interfered  one  moment  in  the  difpute,  was 
•obliged  to  give  up  Florida  and  Penfacola  to  Eng- 
•Jartid  i  to  permit  her  to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay  of 
"  Honduras  j  and  to  defift  from  it's  claims  to  the  filh- 
.ery  of  Newfoundland.  Ill' >  :i  sTi 

c^J.  This  would  be  the  opportunity  of  examining, 
-whether,  to  fo  many  irritating  claufes,  a  fecret  one 
mre  added,  more  ufcful  and  more  glorious  to  Great 
:Britain,  by  which  the  fmall  number  of  fhips,  they 
^ondefcended  to  allow  to  France,  was  to  be  fixed. 
This  report  was  credited  for  a  long  time ;  and  an 

,  ignorant  writer  *,  impudently  announcing  himfelf 

-  of  late  as  the  interpreter  of  Government  and  the 
'  avenger  of  the  nation,  has  ventured  to  aflert  it  as  a 
^ofitive  and. indubitable  faft  j  but  it  has  been  con- 
xradiAed  immediately' by  the  Duke  de  Nivernois, 
lyho  was  fent  to  London  in  quality  of  Minifter  Plc- 
iiipotentiary  for  this  peace  i  by  the  Dukes  of  Choifeul 

•  M.  Caron  de  Beaumarchals,  authpr  of  a  pampKlet,  in- 
tltled,  **  Obfcrvations  on  the  Memorial  in  juttification  of  the 
*'  Court  of  London." 
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and  Praflin,  Miniftcrs  ^t   that  time,  und^r  ,whofc:    1762. 
direcftioit  the  negotiations  were  carried  qm  :a|i4  at^       - 
length,  by  a  de<;ree  of  Council  *,  declaring  the  affer- 
tion  to  be  falfe  and  abfurd. ,    The  Puk;e  de  PraOin, 
in  his  letter,  which  is  written  in  a  very  npble  tr  :!". 
r>er,  after  having  treated  the  pamphlet,  \ifhich  is  the 
object  of  it,  with  the  contempt  the  author  deferves, 
declares^  that  he  only  takes  notice  of  it,  becaufe  the 
Miniftry,  by  fufFering  th^  pamphlet  to  be-ixrinted, 
and  publilhed,  feemcd  to  give  it  a  degree  of.  credit 
among  readers,  which  of  itfelf  it  could  not  obtain. 
Moreover,  he  makes  an  obfervation  more  convincing 
than  any  reafoning  one  could  add  upon  the  fubjefb, 
which  is,  that  fince  the  peace,  we  have  been  incef- 
faqtly  employed  in  reftoring  the  navyj  a  circum- 
ftance  which  the  Englifli  beheld  with  anjciety,  and, 
with  a  jealous  eye  J   but   of  which  they   have  not 
made  any  complaint,  well  knowing  that  rhey  had 
no  right  to    hinder  it.     The  Minority  in  England 
would  certainly  not  have  complained  fo  loudly,  if 
this  ftipulation  had  been  inferted  in  the  treaty.     I^ 
was  the  moft  elTential  point,  which  Pitt  would  no^ 
have  failed   to  infill  upon,   inafmuch  as  it  would         ••.. . 
have  deprived  France  for  ever  of  the  rivallhip  of  th^  > 
fea  i  a  rivalfhip  which  fooner  or  later  Ihe  might  af- 
feft  or  refume.     Another  condition  of  the  treaty 
which  offended  the  Minority,  and  was  really  a  ca- 
pital  fault,  as  the  Englifli  Miniftry  muft  perceive 
at  prefent,  was  the  reftoration  of  Guadajoupc  an^ 
Martinico,  two  powerful  colonics,  which,  by  theij: 
population  and  riches,  and  efpecially  by  their  pofir 
lion,   might  eafily  revive  the  coiptner;C€  of    thf 

vr.i  uo-.f  Patpd  ic^th  December  1779.  ^  ;j5-!r;\aH  ^'** 
'   '  C  3  "    French,  ' 
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1762.     FwiicH,   and  fix  them  ih  a  flourifhJftg  liatt  S  tnt' 
'       '  -  Antilles.     It  is  certain,  that  if  his  Britannic  Majefty 
had  required  them  to  be  given  up,  the  peace,  which 
was  impofed  by  neceflity,  would  not  lefs  have  been 
concluded.  '.;  ■  '•.  •. ,  v.  r^i.-  .,  i\.  - 

■  This  wdf,'  and  even  this  peace,  Hl'/ere  a  faiuttry 
IclTon  to  Lewis  XV.  had  he  known  how  to  profit 
by  it.     He  would  have  been  convinced,  that  a  king- 
dom, however  powerful  it  maybe,  may  eafily  de- 
cline in  a  few  years,  and  fall  from  the  fummit  of 
profperity,   into   a   (late  of  humiliation  ; — that  tl^c 
moft  numerous  and  beft- appointed  armies,  without 
difcipline  ^nd  without  fubordination,  can  never  con- 
quer a  handful  of  Spartans  j — that  commerce,  the 
continual  fupport  of  the  riches  of  the  State,  cannot 
maintain   itfelf,  without  the  concurrence  and  con- 
llant  protedion  of  the   royal   navy,  nor  the  latter 
form  itfelf  but  at  the  fchool  of  the  former;— that 
opulence  becomes  only  a  fource  of  corruption  and 
ruin,  Ainkfs  it  be  prudently  managed : — in  a  word, 
that  there  is  no   folidity  in  empire,  unlefs   it   be 
founded  on  ceconomy-«-no   great  King,  unlefs  he 
hold  the  reins  of  his  government  himfelf — no  mo- 
'  i.narch  fortunate,  without  the  love  of  his  fubjefts. 
•■    Alas!  Lewis  XV.  knew  all  this,  but  had  not  the 
"iftrength  of  mind  to  put  thefe  maxims  in  practice. 
,  The  confufion  in  which  the  war  had  thrown  the  fe- 
t  veral  parts  of  his  kingdom,  terrified  him  j  he  endea- 
-  vourcd  only  to  turn  his  eyes  and  his  thoughts  from 
it,  and  plunged  deeper  and  deeper  in  indolence  and 
*^  dc^ueliery.     This  is  what  we  (hall  obferve  during 
'  >thfc  laft  period  of  his  reign,  which  we  have  compared 
to  that,  which  fabulous  poets  defcribe  to  us  under 
,  tk^  gnergetic,  but  too  real  title,  of  the  iron  a^e. 
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t^^rrf*  The  Baron  de  Houze,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
*■.  JLlng  to  the  Princes  and  States  of  the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony, 
^aft  havp  r^ad  this  fentence  in  the  original  letter. 
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If  any  thing  could  have  brought  this  Prince  to  a     1762. 
f^nfe  of  virtue,  and  of  his  obligations,  it  would  have    "■'^' 
been  the  cruel  lofles  he  fucceflively  experienced  j 
but  they  ferved  only  to  confirnn  and  to  evince  hia  ^ 
want  of  fenfibility ;  at  leaft  they  made   only  veryj 
flight  imprefllons  upon  him,  from  which  he  foon 
endeavoured  to  divert  his  thoughts,  as  from  the 
misfortunes  of  his  kingdom.      -      '^,  •     .  v^-. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Parma,  who  came  to  Verfailles 
to  receive  the  carefles  of  her  augufl:  father,  who 
had  always  tenderly  loved  her,  was  the  firft  who 
perilhed  in  his  prefence,  having  been  carried  off  by 
the  fmall-pox.  Her  death  ought  to  have  affeded 
him  the  more,  as  this  Princefs  was  his  confidant, 
and  that  he  poured  into  her  bread  all  the  affliftions 
with  which  he  was  tormented.  It  was  to  her  that  he 
had  written :  "  They  have  teazed  me,  till  they  have 
**  forced  me  to  difmifs  M.  Mach^ult,  the  man  after 

my  own  heart.     I  fhall  never  be  comforted  for 

this  ftep  *."  This  fentence  alone  would  be  fpf- 
ficlent  to  give  us  the  pi6hire  of  Lewis  XV".  if  even 
there  were  not  a  thoufand  fimilar  ftrokcs  to  complete 
it. 

The  Princefs  of  Conde,  whom  her  graces  and 
youth,  and  Count  Charolois,  whom  the  vigour  of 
his  conftitution,  and  a  life  of  the  greateft  adlivity, 
•could  not  preferve  from  the  grave,  followed  this  firfl; 
warning;  which  was  foon  fucceeded  by  a  third, 
more  awful.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy,  eldeft  foo  to 
the  Dauphin,  having  languilhed  more  than  a  twclYC-? 
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rrtonth,  fell  a  viflim  to  His  fufferiiigs,  from  which 
all  the  afTiftances  of  art  had  not  been  able  to  prefcrvc 
him.     This  young  Prince,  while  he- was  at  play  with 
fo'me  children  bf  quality  of  his  own  age,  got  a  fall|,. 
and  from  the  fear,  that  he  who  had  been  the  occar- 
fion  of  it  fhould  be  punifhed  or  reprimanded,  he 
•would  fay  nothing  of  the  accident,  and  concealed 
his  hurt  for  a  long  time  j  till,  at  length,  a  tumor 
appeared.     The   phylicians,    ignorant  of  the   true 
caufe,  attributed  this  to  a  foreign  one :  they  ordered 
an  operation,  which  the  Duke  fuftairied  with  a  de- 
grce^of  firmnefs  and  fleadinefs  infinitely  beyond  hi^; 
ftrength,  and  with  a  courage  ftill  more  admirable, 
he  perfifted  in  concealing  the  name  of  the  perfonin 
fault,  and  always  received  him  with  the  fame  ciyi-" 

llty.  .  .     :V:jt 

^  •  Helvetius,  in  order  to  explain  the  nature  of  affec^ 
tion— ^which  does  not  feem  to  go  upwards,  but,  o^ 
the  contrary,  increafes  the  lower  it  defcends,  fays, 
that  the  reafon  why  grandfathers  are  fo  fond  of  their 
grandchildren,  is,  becaufe  they  fee  in  them  the  ene- 
mies of  their  enemies.     This  alfertion,  which,  i/i  tho 
literal  acceptation,  fcems  difgufting  and  barbarous, 
yet,  when  reduced  and  modified,  is  extremely  fenfi-. 
ble  and  philolbpFiical.   Man,  who  is  repugnant  to  hi$ 
difTolutio.n,  by  a  fecret  inflind  is  afflided  at  feeing 
thofe  who  are  to  fuccccd  him,  more  immediately  re- 
tallingto  his  mind  this  period.    His  grandchildren^ 
on  the  contrary,  deftined  one  day  by  nature  to  a6t 
the  fame  part  with  regard  to  their  fathers,  bring  him 
back  to  an  idea  of  confolatory  refignation,  from  the 
confideration  of  that  law  of  fatality  to  which  all  be- 
ings, without  exception,  are  fubje6t.     It  is  undoubt- 
edly ia  this  manner  that  Lewis  XV.  who  was  na-- 
mi^  '  ■'         M       .*  turally 
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turally  a  good  father,  appeared  more  affefted  at  the  1762." 

Duke  of  Burgundy's  death,  than  he  was  afterwards  """""^ 

at  that  of  his  only  fon.     Fortunately,  he  had  three  ■' 

grandfons  rennaining,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  fenle  of 

the  author  of  the,  book  de  I'Efprii,  three  enemies  of  his 
enemy.  '?;.>  ^^vi,-'^:f.^«ii. 

•  A  ferious  illnefs  which  attacked  the  Marchionefs 
de  Pompadour,   during   a  journey   of  pleafurc  ta 
Choify-ran  illnefs  which  foon  reduced  her  to  a  dxi^ 
cline,  of  which  death  only  was  to  be  the  period-— 
would  have  been  a  deplorable  fpeftacle  for  a  lovct,' 
and  even  for  a  mere  friend.     Lewis  XV.  who,  from 
the  beginning,  infifted  that  the  faculty  fhould  coh^^'-j 
ceal  nothing,  from  him,  received,  without  emotrbn,'' 
the  fatal  llroke  which  they  prognofticatcd  to  him/ 
Every  things  however,  muft  be  faid,  for  he  con** 
duftcd  hinifelf  at  the  fame  tirhe  Witli  the  favouHte, 
as  if  he  had  thought  the  contrary ;  he  not  only  be- 
llowed upon  her  all  the  confidcrations,  attentions; 
and  afljduities,  the  moft  comfortable  for  a  fick  pei^ 
fon,  but  he  alfo  continued  to  confult  her  upon  pub- 
lic affairs.     The  Minifters,  the  kingdom,  aftd  aU^ 
remained  fubjeit  to  her  as  before.     She  expired,  if 
we  may  fay  fo,  with  the  reins  of  the  State  ftill  in  her 
hands.     A  few  hours  before  her  laft  breathy  M.  Jt*« 
net  cime,  as  ufual,  to  give  her  an  account'  of  the* 
private  State  correfpondence.     Every  morning  the 
Duke  de  Fleuri,  Gentleman  of  the  Bed-chamber  in 
waiting,  brought  to  his  Majefty  the  report  of  the 
phyfiQans  attending  upon  Madarne  de  Pompadour ; 
and  being  conveyed  from  phoify  to  Verfailles,  flic 
enjoyed  the  privilege  referved  to  the  Royal  Fan^fly 
alone,  to  remain  ill,  and  to  pay  the  laft  tribute  td 
nature  in  that  caftle,  from  whence  (o  much  care  is  15  Mwcb. 
■>M'(t,mr,        ,    t  „  ■:.--■'*,.  -       ■    •  '  _-  c    .    taken 
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tak^n  to  remove  every  thing  that  can  recall  the  mi- 
ieries  and  the  period  of  human  life.  It  is  true,  that 
as  foon  as  fhe  was  expired,  her  corpfe  was  carried 
away,  and  conveyed  in  a  kind  of  litter  to  her  private 
hotel  in  the  city  j  and  Lewis  XV.  was  obferved  at 
his  window  coolly  feeing  her  pafs.  This  was  a  proof 
of  the  mofl  complete  apathy.  Undoubtedly,  every 
fcntiment  of  iQye  for  her  was  cxtinguifhed  in  the 
heaitt  of  the  Monarch.  Bujj  what  man  could  fee  a  con- 
nedion  of  twenty  years  continuance  diflbli/'ed,  with- 
out Ihedding  tears  ?  Befides,  this  feparatlon  left  him 
almoft  alone  in  the  midft  of  his  family,  from  which 
the  Marchionefs  attempted  more  and  more  to  divide 
him.  Difgufted  with  the  Qijeen,  and  in  awe  of  the 
aufterity  of  hi?  fon  and  the  Dauphinefs,  he  could  not 
be  more  reconciled  to  the  manners  of  his  daughters, 
aad  to  their  mode  of  living,  devoted  to  the  moft  mi- 
nute exercifes  of  devotion.  He  had  loft  the  affeftion 
of  his  fubje6ts  a  long  time,  but  he  at  leaft  ihared 
their  hatred  equally  with  his  miftrefs,  whereas,  that 
hatred  was  going  to  fall  upon  him  alone.  Inl  a 
TKiord,  his  very  indolence  ought  to  have  awakened 
him  from  his  lethargy,  on  account  of  the  burthen  of 
affairs  which  Madame  de  Pompadour  had  eafed  him 
</,  and  the  whole  weight  of  which  fhe  left  upon  him 
at  her  death.  The  Minifters,  and  efpecially  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  becoming  each  more  defpotic  in 
their  department,  relieved  him  from  this  embarraff- 
Bficnt,  the  only  one  which  could  really  affcft,  his 
Majefty. 

Did  the  Marchionefs,  howcvei-  whom  all  the 
kingdom  detefled  with  reafon— really  deferve  the 
tcndernefc  and  affcftion  of  her  augufl  lover  ?  This 
i^  a  point,  the  difcuffion  of  which,  without  juftify^ 
5  ^^^  .  .  ing 
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ing  his  infcnfibility,  might  perhaps  aflign  a  motive 
for  it.  Very  different  from  Madame  de  Mailly,  the 
Marchionefs  never  loved  the  King  for  himfclf. 
Dazzled,  at  leaft,  with  the  fplendour  of  the  throne, 
as  the  Duchefs  of  Chateau-roux — who  was  devoured 
with  a  noble  ambition — Ihe  did  not,  in  imitation  of 
that  lady,  endeavour  to  approach  it,  to  infpirc  the 
King  with  a  third  of  glory,  the  eclat  of  which  might 
be  refleded  upon  her,  and  conceal  her  difhonour. 
She  had  wit,  but  of  a  trifling  kind ;  and  all  her  paf- 
fions  were  ftamped  with  the  impreffion  of  this  littlc- 
nefs.  She  was  fond  of  money,  and  only  confidered 
in  the  fupreme  rank  a  greater  facility  of  acquiring 
it,  and  of  gratifying  her  exceflive  propenfity  to  lux- 
ury and  trifles.  If  fhe  cultivated  and  encouraged  the 
arts,  it  wa&  only  in  the  fame  point  of  view,  and 
merely  thofe  which  were  analogous  to  the  tafte  of 
her  fex.  She  governed,  becaufe  fhe  had  to  do  with 
a  Prince  who  would  be  governed;  and  was  obliged 
to  aflljmie  the  reins  of  the  State,  that  they  might  not 
fall  Into  other  hands.  The  charadber  of  the  favourite 
rendered  her  fufceptible  of  being  enflaved  in  her 
turn  J  and  it  was  fuccefliyely  M.  de  Machault,  Car- 
dinal Bernis,  Marflial  Belleifle,  and  the  Duke  de 
Choifeul,  who,  while  they  influenced  her,  diredbed 
the  kingdom.  The  fame  difpofition  manifefted  it- 
felf  in  the  management  of  her  domeflric  concerns;  and 
her  people  did  as  they  pleafed  with  her.  Having 
herfelf  no  kind  of  energy,  fhe  could  not  infpire 
Lewis  XV.  with  any,  and  became  therefore  the  mif- 
trefs  the  mofl  dangerous  and  the  mofl  fatal  to  him 
and  to  his  people.  From  hence  fprang  anarchy, 
difor^er,  and  all  the  misfortunes  of  France!  --^  --i 

in^'--  -^^f^l:  .  '  "After 
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1764.        After  fuch  a.  detail  of  her  oKaraftcr,  we  fhoiild 
■"  not  have   expedlcd,  that  Madame  de  Pompatlour 

would  have  fecn  the  gradual  approa^hqs  of  death 
.  -  without  murmur,  and  with  an  heroic  firmpcfs.  The, 
place  where  flie  was,  and  the  turn  of  the  King's 
mind,  obliged  her  to  fulfil  the  lad  duties  of  religion  j 
which  fhe  did  without  oftentatlon  or  pufillanimity. 
She  loudly  alked  pardon  of  her  family,  and  of  all  the 
Courtiers  prefent,  for  the  fcandal  fhe  had  occafioned. 
The  moft  fingular  circumftance  of  this  fcene  is,  that 

>  priefts  fhould  not  have  required  of  her,  living  in  a 
ftatt  of  double  adultery,  what  they  require  ufually  in 
cafes  of  fimple  fornication-^that  the  concubine 
Ihould  quit  the  fpot  in  which  her  libidinous  life  had 
been  fpent,  and  that  jfhe  fhould  make  this  reparation 
in  that  palace,  which  for  twenty  years  pad  had  been 
the  fVage  of  het  iniquity..  But  there  are  terms  to  be. 
made  with  Court  conf^fTors  j  and  it  was  decided  that 
fhe  Was  too  ill  to  bear  being  removed*  On  the  very 
day  when  ihe  was  expefting  her  laft  moment,  the 

-  Curate  of  la  Madelaine,  the  parifh  of  her  hotel  at 
PdHs^'came  to  fee  her,  and  as  he  was  taking  leave  oF 
hef,  Stif^  a  moment,  faid  fhe,  Monjieur  le  Cure,  we  will 
go  to^^iher.  'Madame  du  HaufTet,  her  firfl  woman, 
clofcd  her  eyes.  This  lady  was  the  widow  of  a  mari 
of  fafhion ;  her  necefTities  had  obliged  her  to  attach 
hei'fdf  to  the  favourite :  referved,  difcreet,  having 
no  fpirit  of  intrigue,  but  rather  inclined  to  devotion, 
Ihe  had  fervcd  her  for  twenty  years,  and  retired  witH 
a  very  moderate  fortune.  Vi 

*' In  the  various  oharafters  in  which  the  Marchionbls 
'  .  aj)peai'ed,  there  is  no  kind  of  fortune,  dignity,  ot 
'  ^     honour,  which  a  woman  cannot  attain,  and  to  whic'h 

'  fhe  cannot  raife  every  one  connedcd  with  her.    Ne- 
■\  ■  ;■  yerthelefsj, 
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vcrthclefa,  in  the  family  of  Madame  de  Pompadour, 
we  fee  a  new  phicnomenon;  a  certain  PoilTon  de 
Malvoifin,  in  Icfs  than  fivc-and-twenty  years,  become, 
from  a  drummer,  a  Major-General,  and  that  even 
after  having  been  retarded  in  his  promotion  by  the 
humiliating  refufal  which  the  King's  regiment  made 
of  admitting  him  into  their  ccips  *.  As  for  the  reft, 
it  is  impofiible  to  enumerate  the  millions  which  the 
Marquis  de  Marigny  reaped  from  the  inheritance  of 
his  filter.  The  fale  of  her  furniture  only  laded  a 
year.  It  was  a  fight  people  ufed  to  flock  to  from 
curiofity :  rarities  were  continually-  produced  there, 
which  could  not  be  feen  any  where  elfe.  It  feemcd 
as  if  all  the  quarters  of  the  globe  h^d  been  rendered 
tributary  to  the  luxury  of  the  Marchionefs.     If  we 

*  M.  de  Poiflfon  de  Malmfin  was  a  drummer  in  the  regiraent 
of  Piedmont.  When  he  was  acquainted  with  his  cpufin's  eleva- 
tion, he  went  to  her,  and  folicited  her  to  promote  him.  She  con- 
fented  to  it,  but -upon  condition  that  he  Ihould  quit  a  fituation 
^here  it  would  be  too  difficult  to  get  him  forward.  He  declared 
to  her,  that  he  had  an  abfolute  inclination  for  the  profefTion  of 
arms ;  that  he  was  determined  to  remain  in  it,  and  that  fhe  was 
powerful  enough  to  promote  him  in  that,  as  Well  as  in  any  other 
ftation.  The  Duke  de  Biron,  Colonel  of  the  King's  regi- 
ment, was  then  one  of  the  moll  afliduous  Courtiers  of  the  favou- 
rite. She  availed  herfelf  of  this  circnmftance,  and  fignified  to 
him  the  defire  fhe  had  of  putting  her  relation  in  his  corps.  *rAe 
Duke  had  the  meannefs  to  accept,  and  the  officers  the  courage  to 
rejeft  hitn .  They  received  the  polilhed  drummer  very  gracioufly , 
but  without  concealing  fxom  him,  that,  brave  as  they  thoughtham, 
he  would  certainly  fall  at  laft,  unlefs  he  fhould  kill  the  whole 
corps  one  afc^r  another.  Upon  this  he  withdrew.  Madame  de 
Pompadour,  whofe  vanity  was  exceedingly  hurt,  wanted  to  perfift, 
and  havi  the  regithfent  puniflied.  It  ivas  in  time  of  war,  and  the 
-matter,  was  therefore  troublefome  :  Ihe  was  ^j>peafed  ;  her  relation 
was  qiadt'Lisntenant  of  Dragoons,  then  Captain,  and  afterwards 
wai  pipmotedin  itke  Carabineers,  &c. 
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1764.  compare  the  riches,  and  magnificence  of  the  fpoilty 
of  this  miftrefs  of  the  King,  with  the  fimplicity  and 
poverty  of  Madame  de  Maintenon,  the  widow  of 
Lewis  XIV.  retired  to  St.  Cyr,  we  readily  perceive 
the  different  difpofition  of  their  minds,  and  we  may 
cafily  judge  of  the  eflimation  they  will  both  hold  in 
the  memory  of  pofterityj  we  readily  conceive  why 
Lewis  XV.  who  could  not  have  any  efteem  for  his 
favourite,  kept  her  only  becaufe  he  was  obliged  to  it, 
and,  as  he  therefore  muft  have  wifhed  to  get  rid  of 
her,  fo  he  foon  forgot  her.  £j.i9r.m  li,i.  .^liv/ 

Alas!  what  did  not  Lewis  XV.  forget?  He  forgot 
even  his  only  fon,  whofe  death  fprcad  fo  much  con- 
fternation  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  For  a 
long  time,  the  nation  had  entertained  no  great  regard 
for  this  princci  but  at  length  he  had  fecured  to  him- 
felf  their  veneration,  by  the  auflcrity  of  his  manners, 
by  the  wifdom  of  his  political  conduft,  by  his  con- 
itant  ftudy  of  his  duties  of  all  kinds,  to  make  himfelf 
fit  to  reign ;,  in  a  word,  by  the  deteftation  he  fhewed 
of  vice,  and  by  his  uniform  attention  in  collefting 
about  him  none  but  men  of  weight  and  virtue,  or,  at 
ieaft,  fuch  as  deceived  him  by  their  hypocrify.  The 
circumftance  that  ought  particularly  to  render  his 
memory  for  ever  dear  to  the  French,  is  a  ftroke  of 
domellic  heroifm,  fo  much  the  more  great  as  it  could 
proceed  from  nothing  but  the  excellence  of  his  heart ; 
as  the  fole  internal  fatisfadion  of  giving  way  to  it's 
benevolent  impulle  could  urge  him  to  it,  and  be  it's 
only  reward  j  and  as  the  facrificc  which  it  obliged 
him  to,  was  renewed  every  day,  and  became  the 
greater,  the  longer  he  perfevered  in  it.  Having  had 
the  misfortune,  at  a  hunting-party,  to  wound  by  acci- 
dent one  of  his  grooms^  he  remained  inconlblable; 
3-?  'he 


Auguft 
»757' 


«     O  F    L  E  W  1  S      XV.  *  $L 

ht  refol ved  to  wean  himfelf  from  a  pleafure  which  had  1764- 
been  fo  unfortunate  to  him  -,  and  fince  that  time  hc^ 
never  gave  way  to  the  frequent  temptations  of  re- 
fuming  this  exercife.  In  the  firft-  moments  of  his 
concern,  his  Menins,  endeavouring  to  comfort  him 
with  the  aflurance  that  the  wound  would  not  be  mor- 
tal :  fVbat !  faid  he,  is  there  then  nothing  left  than  the 
death  of  a  man  tbatjhould  affliSl  me?  If  no  other  particu- 
lar of  his  life  had  been  prefcrved,  except  this  finglc 
fpeech,  it  would  fuffice  to  fhew  how  much  a  Prince, 
who  had  fo  much  confidcration  for  mankind,  was 
worthy  to  govern. 

About  the  time  that  the  Marchionefs  of  Pompa- 
dour died,  it  was  perceived  that  the  Dauphin,  who 
had  till  then  enjoyed  a  good  (late  of  health,  began 
to  decline.     He  imperceptibly  grew  thin :  the  frefli- 
nefs  of  his  complexion  was  changed ;  and  paleneis 
effaced  the  florid  hue  of  his  countenance.     It  was    ^; 
evident  that  fome  fecret  languor  confumed  him }  the 
caufe  of  which  was  enquired  into,  and  every  one 
formed  his  own  conjedures.     It  has  been  faid,  that 
the  Prince  had  attempted  to  dry  up  a  tetter,  the  hu-    ' 
mour  of  which  being  incautioufly  repelled,  had  fallea 
upon  his  lungs.     But  the  Dauphinefs  not  having 
communicated  this  anecdote  to  the  perfon  who  drew 
up  the  memoirs  of  the  life  of  her  auguft  hufband,  we 
muft  confider  it  as  a  fable.  It  is  more  probable,  from 
the  hints  fhe  has  made  the  hiftorian  give,  that  his 
grief  for  the  misfortunes  of  religion,  and  particularly 
for  the  deftruftion  of  the  Jefuits,  had  been  the  firflt    .  ./.y.^ 
caufe  of  his  illnefs.     However  this  may  be,  after 
having  given  fome  gleam  of  hope,  by  the  ufc  of 
grapes,  which  he  had  made  his  only  food,  this  Prince 
hknn$  fatigued  himfelf  at  Compiegnc,  at  the  excr- 
r.i^  cifes 
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1765.    cl(es  of  the  camp,  which    he   was   very   fond   of, 
-         caught  a  fevcrc  cold,  and  it  was  foon  perceived  thac 
'  his  cheft  was  affcfted.    He  would  not  give  any  trou- 
ble, either  at  his  return  from  this  journey,  or  in  that 
I         ^  to  Fontainebleau,  from  whence  it  was  impofllble  to 

llj  bring  him  back.     The  King  behaved  to  him  exa^ly 

as  he  had  done  to  Madame  de  Pompadour,  and. was 
very  attentive  to  appearances.  He  had  the  complai- 
fance  to  remain  in  this  very  melancholy  and  unwhole- 
fome  place,  till  the  death  of  his  fon.  But  all  his  laft 
moments  were  calculated  i  the  refult  of  which  was  a 
ihocking  fpeftacle  to  this  expiring  Prince,  which  re- 
ligion alone  could  make  fupportable  to  him.  He 
beheld  from  his  bed  every  thing  that  was  pafling  in 
the  court  of  the  caftle,  and  this  fometimes  caufed  a 
diverfion  from  his  fufferings.  As  he  drew  near  to  his 
end,  and  that  the  departure  was  fixed  to  the  indant 
when  he  (hould  expire,  every  one  was  bufy  in  pre- 
paring for  this,  in  order  to  prevent  the  packing  up 
of  the  whole  Court  at  once,  which  muft  occafion  con- 
fidcrable  confufion.  The  dying  Prince  remarked 
the  packets  that  were  thrown  but  of  the  windows," 
and  placed  upon  the  carriages,  and  faid  to  La  Breu-'J^ 
ille,  his  phfyfician,  who  was  ftill  defirous  of  remov--  ^ 
ingfrop  Mm  the  fatal  idea  of  the  laft  moment,  and 
of  reviving  his  hopes :  Imufi  die,  for  I  am  trouhlefome 
to  twi  maiTf  peeple,  '  • 

^he  King  had  charged  the  Grand  Almoner  not  to 
lej^^his  fon  while  he  was  in  the  laft  conBi(5t,  and  to 
receive  his  foul.  As  foon  as  he  faw  the  Prelate  re- 
turn to  hinv,  he  concluded  that  all  was  over.  He 
imiwediately  took  his  refolution,  fent  for  the  Duke 
jdc  Berry,  the  eldeft  of  the  fons  of  France,  and,  after 
having  addreflbd  hinri  in  terms  fuitablc  ,tQt|if  cir- 
~    j,,  cumftancei/ 
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cumftanccs,  he  led  hirh  to  his  aiiguft  mother.  On 
entering  the  apartitient,  he  faid  to  the  Ufher :  An- 
houfice  the  King  and  the  Dauphin.  The  Princcfs  un- 
dcrftood  what  was  meant  by  this  new  ceremonial  j 
and,  throwing  hcrftlf  at  his  Majelly's  feet,  implored 
his  protection  for  herfelf  and  her  children. 

Agreeable  to  the  lafl:  will  of  the  Dauphin,  his 
heart  only  was  carried  to  Sainc  Denis,  and  his  body 
to  Sens.  His  obfequies  were  celebrated,  throughout 
the  kingdom,  With  a  zeal  and  an  eagernefs  of  which 
tio  inftance  is  remembered  even  ih  favour  of  the 
King.  Among  the  feveral  funeral  orations  made 
in  praifc  of  this  Prince,  there  was  none  equal  to 
this  diftich,  by  M.  de  Voltaire,  to  be  J)laccd  under 
his  pifture.  *  '    '.'"''  "'''  *     V 


■  ««i 


Connu  par  fes  vertus,  plus  que  par  fes  travaux,  >•' 
II  f^ut  penfer  en  Sage,  et  mourir  en  Heros  *  ! 

If  Lewis  XV.  bore  with  his  ufual  indifference 
the  death  of  his  only  fon,  on  the  other  hand,  he  be- 
haved towards  the  Dauphinefs  in  the  moft  proper 
manner  to  comfort  her,  if  it  had  been  poflible,  for 
the  irreparable  lofs  Ihe  had  fuftained.  He  took 
care  that  flic  Ihould  not  perceive  any  change  in 
ker  fituationj  he  increafed  the  number  of  her  guards; 
he  gave  her  an  apartment  fhe  feemcd  to  wifli  for, 
under  his  ;  and,  by  his  orders,  there  was  a  flaircafe 
made  which  communicated  with  it ;  he  exhaufted 
the  refinements  of  gallantry  in  fitting  it  up,  and,  to 
fpare  that  Princefs  the  fatigue  of  the  ftaircafe,  he 
ore  .red  a  bell  to  be  fixed  up  in  his  apartment. 


*  Virtue,  beyond  exploits,  was  all  his  pride, 
-'"     He  liv'd  a  Sage,  and  as  a  Hero  died. 

V6L,  IV,  ^  v 


3$ 

I76^ 


T»  /i9«« 


■r  5>''  K 


which 


34 


13  March, 
1767. 


THE    PRIVATE    LIFE 

v/hich  was  to  anfwer  to  the  one  Ihe  occupied.  Be- 
ing afked  about  the  rank,  ihc  was  in  future  to  hold 
at  Court,  he  anfweredy  "It  belongs  only,  to  th^ 
"  Crown  abfolutely  to  decide  upon  queftions  of 
"  rank.  Mothers  have  it  over  their  children  by 
"natural  righti  fo  that  the  Dauphinefs  (hall  have 
"  it  over  her  ion,  till  he  becomes  King/"  ss,;!, 

So  many  attentions^  privileges,  and  diftindions, 
were  not  able  to  produce  the  effetft  which  the  King 
fincerely  wiflied,  that  of  alleviating  the  afflidion  of 
the  Dauphinefs,   and  contributing  to  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of   her    health.     The    fatal  ftroke  wa» 
given :  by  her  deeping  conllantly  with  the  Dauphin, 
as  fhe  ufed  always  to  do  before  he  was  upon  his 
death-bed>  by  often  fitting  up  with  him,  and  paffing 
hours  within  his  curtains,  breathing  the  peftilential 
effluvia  of  the  dying  man,  her  lungs  became  alfo 
affeded:  grief,  to  which  fhe  incefTantly  gave  way,.an4r,., 
which  aggravates  the  flighteft  diforders,  foon  ren- 
dered her's  incurable.  Fifteen  months  after,  flie  fol- 
lowed her  hufband,  and  was  buried  by  his  fide,  as , 
flie  had  requefted  of  the  King.     A  memorable  ex- 
ample of  coigugaf  love,  fo  rarely  to  be  met  with>._ 
efpeeially  at  Court.  This  Princefs  was  not  lefs  a  mo-'^ 
del  of  maternal  afFedion.     She  had  always  confider- 
erf-the  attending  to  the  education  of  her  childrct^ 
as  lier   firft  care,   and  as  the   mod  facred   of  all 
tiuttes.     During  the  life  of  the  Dauphin,  Ihe  had 
dirided  that  duty  with  him,  at  his  death  flie  took 
It  entirely  upon  herfclf.    Latin,  French,  facred  and 
profane  hiftory,    the   duties   of  their  ftation,   and 
thofc  of  religion,  were  all  taught  them  by  that  wife 
and  virtuous  Princefs  j  and,  notwithftanding  her  ex- 
haufted  and  knguifhing  condition,  (he  ney^r  ceaf- 
cd  fulfilling  that  duty  till  the  day  before  her  ieath.' 
;  This 
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This  difmal  event  had  been  preceded  by  ano- 
ther, of  the  fame  nature,  premature,  though  hap- 
pening in  extreme  old-age,  and  remarkable  from 
it's  circumftances.  King  Staniflaus,  whom  the  af- 
fedion  of  the  Lorrains  would  have  rendered  im- 
mortal, if  Heaven  had  granted  their  prayers,  being 
ftill  in  perfed  health,  and  fitting  alone  by  his  fire- 
fide,  his  night-gown  took  fire,  and,  not  getting  time-' 
ly  afliftance,  he  periihed  by  this  dreadful  accident. 
In  a  word,  by  a  concurrence  of  fingular  fatalities, 
the  Queen  was  feized,  in  her  turn,  with  a  lingering 

and  unknown  illnefs,  and  to  which  the  faculty  gave 
the  new  or  renewed  name  of  Ccma  Vigil,  intending 
to  exprefs  by  that  the  fituation  of  her  Majefly,  the 
faculties   of  whofc  mind  were  fufpendcd,   without 
her  fenfes  being  in  a  (late  of  abfolute  reft.     Having  _ 
been  alternately  better  and  worfe  for   the  fpace  of 
feVeral  months,  without  any  hopes  of  recovery,  (he  , 
died  foon  after  her  father,  nearly  in  the  fame  inter- 
val of  time  as  had   elapfed  between  the  death  of  . 
the  Dauphin  and  of  the  Dauphinefs,     =.?v.-jj,^.^  ^ij^;  ^_;\ 

We  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  reports  that 
have  been  circulated  concerning  moft  of  thefc  fuc-  . 
ceffive  deaths,  which  were  all  extraordinary,  though  ^ 
all  different,  all  lingering,   forefeen,    and   fixed   at 
itated  times,  in  fome  meafure  determined  and  pe- 
riodical J  but  we   confider   thefe   reports  aa   being 
merely  the  effedls  of  the  exalted  imagination  t)f  a 
few  politicians  eager  after  romantic  anecdotes,  and 
who  take   it  for  granted,   that  the  moft  perilous 
crimes  arc  as  eafily  cfFeded  as  conceived.     Thefc 
runrtours  have  arifen  from  a  firft  fuppofition,  that 
the   aflaflination  of  Lewis  XV.  was  the  refult  of,,; 
a  deep  plot  y  and,  as  an  unfathomed  crime  is  al*  ,', 
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1768.    ways  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  perfon  who  is  to 

-  be  benefited  by  it,  the  horrid  infinuations^ave  been 

carried  To  far  as  to  aflfe6t  the  heir  apparent  of  the 

Crown,     Unfortunately,  or  rather  fortunately,  the 

firft  thing  which  contradids  the  calculations  of  thefe 

gloomy  inquirers,  is,  that  Madame  de  Pompadour 

was   the   firft   in   this   train  of  vidims ; — that  we 

cannot  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  the  fame  hand  which 

poifoned  the   favourite,  would  have   poifoned   the 

Dauphin,  the   Dauphinefs,  and  the  Queen ;— that, 

in  this  cafe,  we  muft  admit  two  fets  of  poifoners, 

who,  ftriving  alternately  oneagainft  the  other,  muft 

have    reciprocally  contended   in   committing  thefe 

enormities,   and   muft  have   done   it  without   any 

'  other  advantage  but  that  of  impunity  j  while  the 

""  King,  giving  a  fandlion  at  leaft,  by  his  filcnce,  to 

^  -thefe  execrable  paftimes,  would  have  enjoyed  the 

•  barbarous  pleafure  of  feeing  thofe  who  were  moft 
dear  to  him  deftroyed  j  a  fpedacle  which,  by  it's 
trontinuation,  and  the  horror  it  occafioned— ^unlefs 

•  \vc  give  to  Lewis  XV.  the  heart  of  a  Nero,  and  the 

•  dilTimulation  of  a  Tiberius — muft  have  been  a  per- 

•  pctual  torment  to  himj  a  torment  which  even  the 
■'■  moft  obdurate  villain  could  not  bear.  Such  would 
^'- bd'th€<:ontradi£bions,  abfurdities,  and  abominable 

ciettfeqbenccs,  that  muft  neceflarily  follow  the  admif- 
fion  of  a  fad,  without  which,  however,  the  others 
are  abfurd,  and  fall  to  the  ground.     It  is  moft  pro- 

•  bdblej  that  if  there  were  any  aflaflins,  they  were  the 
Phyficians. 

An  aft  of  tendernefs  which  efcaped  the  King,  at 
the  death  of  the  Queen,  makes  it  probable,  that 
her's  was  the  one  which  moft  afFefted  him.  M.  dc 
Laflbne  her  Majefty's  firft  Phyfician,  being  come. 


I 


•%-ii 


h 


i> }. 


■7 


according 


:! 


1  ;j  T   Y 


^     -i 


.f 
I 


..A.. 


OF     LEWIS    XV. 


according  to  cuftom,  to  break  the  fatal  news  to  the 
auguil  hufband,  the  King  followed  him  j  he  enter- 
ed the  apartment,  drew  near  the  bed  in  which  was 
the  corpfe,  and  embraced  for  the  lafl  time  the  inani- 
mate remains.  He  afterwards  made  M.  de  Laflbne 
relate  to  him  every  thing  that  paflTed  in  the  laft 
moments  of  the  Queen.  The  Dodor,  while  he  was 
giving  this  account  to  the  Monarch,  turned  pale, 
ftaggered,  and  grew  faint.  His  Majefty  himfelf 
fupportcd  him  in  his  arms,  and  led  Jiim  to  an  arm- 
chair ;  thus  giving  at  once  a  memorable  inftance  of 
conjugal  tendernefs  and  of  humanity.  *-•  -      ' 

The  more  we  advance  in  the  life  of  this  Prince, 

the  more  we  find  it  difficult  to  form  a  proper  idea 

of  him.     We  find  by  his  will,  that,  ever  fince  the 

year  1766,  the  firft  epocha  in  which  he  thought  of 

it,  he  had  been  fenfible  of  his  faults,  and  of  the 

errors  of  his  reign.     He  had  fupprefikl  the  Pare  au 

Cerfs,  and  endeavoured,  at  leaft,  to  avoid  the  fcandal 

of  a  life   too   publicly   difibluce;  and  yet  at  the 

death  of  the  Queen,  which  feemed  as  if  it  ought 

to  have  confirmed  him  in  his  good  refolutions,  he 

i  plunged  himfelf  again   into  the   greateft  excefies, 

Ugzve  way  to  all  his  weakneiTes,   and  fufiered   his 

hkingdom  to  become  the  prey  of  all  the  plunderers 

^^i-about  it.  '■?!?' liri-'cv  -vk,!;  .*.,.. 

0     This  excited  the  greater  conftcrnation,  as  Lewi  s  XV. 

3/! had  in  this  interval  done  an  aft  of  vigour  aftoniih- 

ing  in  him,  inafmuch  as  it  feemed  to  announce  a 

3Si  finccre  refolution  of  leading  a  better  life,  and  to  re- 

3k  move  from  the  eyes  of  his  people  every  thing  that 

5h  could  recall  the  memory  of  his  ill  conduft.  Among 

,Df.thc  number  of  beauties  ofi^ered  to  his  choice,  he 

onibiOD'^f*  D  3  had 
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1768.     had  diftinguiflied  a  Dcmoifcllc  Romans,  a  lady  of 
■     tolerable   birth,  well  enough  educated,  and  of  an 
ingenuous  difpofition ;  who,  refilling  his  firft  impor- 
tunities, had  only  confented  to  yield  to  them,  upon 
condition   that    fhe   fhouM   not    be  introduced  in 
that  infamous  feraglio,  in  which  her  equals  were 
indifcriminately  confounded.     His  Majefty  had  at- 
tached himfelf  to  her,  and  had  bought  her  a  houfe. 
at  Pafly,  where  the  young  lady   was    brought  to 
bed  of  a  fon.     The  King,  delighted,  had  permitted 
her  to  have  the  child  chriftened  in  his  name,  with 
a  promife  to  acknowledge  him  at  a  proper  time 
and  place}  but  requiring  fecrecy  upon  this  head, 
till  it  ihould  pleafe  him  to  make  his  will  public^, 
Mademoifelle  Romans  had  fuckled  this  illuflrious 
babe  herfelf,  and,  confidering  him  leis  as  her  own 
fon    than    as   that    of   Lewis   XV.   (he  had  the 
childifhnefs  to  render  him  anticipated  honours;  fhe 
never  called  him  any  thing  elfc  but  Mdn/eigneun 
jhc  placed  him  forwards  in  her  coach,  and  fat  back* 
wards  herfelf,  as  his  Governefs  j.  Ihe  even  required 
the  fame  homage,  not  only  of  her  fervants  and  fa^ 
mily,  but  alfo  o(  all  the  ftrangers  who  came  to  vifit 
hert    For  a  long  time,  the  King  was  inwardly  fiat- 
tKred  with  this  puerility,  and  had  put  up  with  it, 
becaufe,  being  confined  to   the  houfe,  nothing  of 
it  tranfpired  abroad.    Befides,  this  fubaltern  Sul- 
tana^  lived  in  profound  retirement,  Ihewed  a  great 
deal  of  modcfty,  even  edified,  as  much  as  her  fitua- 
tion  would  allow,  her  neighbours,  and  her  Curate ; 
and  made  herfelf  generally  beloved  by  her  afts  of 
charity  and  benevolence  j  and  fhe  particularly  avoid- 
ed interfering  in  public  affairs.    This  circumflance 
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had  prevented  Madame  de  Pompadour,  and  the  1768, 
Minifters  after  her,  from  taking  any  umbrage  on  her 
account.  But  what  afylums  are  not  violated  by  a  man 
of  an  intriguing  fpirit?  What  tranquillity  will  he 
not  difturb,  when  it  is  ufeful  to  his  projeds  ?  A 
certain  Abbe  de  Luftrac,  a  man  of  rank,  feeing  the 
acknowledged  favourite  dead,  without  being  fuc- 
ceeded,  thought  the  opportunity  favourable,  and 
intrQduced  himfelf  at  Mademoifelle  de  Romans', 
under  pretence  of  aflilling  her  in  her  education  of 
her  fon.  She  had  but  little  under(hinding,  fo  that 
he  foon  gained  her  confidence;  and  fhe  was  very 
glad  to  find  in  him  an  advifer,  and  a  man  ca- 
pable of  dictating  her  letters  to  the  King.  Al- 
though fhe  was  not  tormented  with  the  ambition  of 
being  the  acknowledged  favourite,  yet  he  attacked 
her  on  the  fide  of  her  foible  for  her  child,  and  per- 
fuaded  her  of  the  neceffity  of  prefling  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  confirm  his  Royal  word  with  regard  to  thw 
precious  pledge  of  his  love.  The  more  the  Mo- 
i^arch  evaded  this,  the  more  did  he  make  her  ien* 
fibleofthe  neceffity  of  awakening  his  tcndernefs: 
he  gave  her  to  underftand,  that  the  King  could  not 
give  a  fcttlement  to  the  young  Prince,  without  con^ 
firming,  beyond  a  poffibility  of  fhaking  it,  that  of 
the  mother.  He  flattered  her  pride  fo  much,  that 
(lie  went  more  abroad,  affefted  airs  of  grandeur,; 
and  did  not  conceal  the  pretentions  upon  which, 
they  were  founded.  She  thought  by  this,  that  (he 
ihould  in  a  manner  force  her  auguft  lover  to  acr 
celerate  the  defired  moment.  The  matter  turned  out 
quite  otherwife.  Lewis  XV.  was  ofiended,  and  the 
Minifters,  who  were  very  well  pjeafed  to  have  got  rid 
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1768.  of  the  yoke  of  an  imperious  miftrefs,  not  being  in^ 
clined  to  fubmit  to  a  fecondj  incrcafed  his  Ma- 
j<^fty's  difpleafurc  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  Romans  was  very  harfhly  carried  ofF, 
and  condufted  to  a  convent  by  a  letter  de  cachet. 
She  was  feparated  from  her  fon,  who  was  placed  in  a 
college,  without  her  knowing  where  he  was ;  and 
her  confidant  was  clofely  confined  in  a  ilrong  caftle. 
Thus  was  this  plot  diflipated  j  and  the  public,  who 
were  ignorant  of  the  fecrct  caufe  of  fuch  an  event, 
attributed  it  to  the  repentance  of  the  guilty  Mo- 
narch. We  have  feen  that  there  was  fomething  in 
this.  Madame  Adelaide  has  even  faid  *  fince  his 
death,  on  account  of  the  above-mentioned  will,  that 
her  auguft  fathei  was  fincerely  converted  at  that 
time,  and  refolved  to  live   like  a  good  Ghriftian  j 

;  but  that  Marftial  Richelieu,  under  pretence  of  di- 
verting him  from  his  grief,  had  again  induced  him  to 
fin.  It  was  foon  after  this  that  Madame  Dubarri 
made  her  appearance,  who  filled  up  the  laft  epifode 
of  the  amours  of  this  Prince,  and  completed  the  in- 
famy with  which  his  life  was  already  too  much 
loaded.     But  we  are  not  yet  come  to  that  period, 

'  to  that  abominable  account,  which  we  could  vilh 
;our  readers  would  not  require  from  us.     We  will  at 

^^MeAft  put  it  off,  although,  on  whatever  fide  we  turn 

^'.ovnfelves,  we  Ihall  only  exhibit  things  fhocking  to 

,'' relate. 

^^      In  the  circle  of  human  revolutions,  we  learh^  that 

,  good   is  almoft  always  the  refult  of  extreme  evil. 


.  ^  - «; 


'i'     •  It  was  to  M.  d'Outremont,  Advocate,  called  in  at  Chftlfy^ 
<t.at  the  opening  of  the  will  of  Lewi*  XV.  that  Madaijif  Ad«Ii^i^e 

•5i.|nadc  the  above  Ipccch.  'V  .,;,„/  i.hj^'     ;.^^^>^f;v,.;. 
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Thus 
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Thus  it  is,  that  warj  thefource  of  fo  many  calami- 
ties, generally  quiets  the  inteftine  divifions  and  par< 
ticular  commotions  of  a  State.     If  the  war  of  1756 
did  not  entirely  extinguifh  the  fchifm,  it  cooled  it 
confiderablyj  it  prevented  the  public  from  taking  any 
part  in  it  i  and,  other  events  having  fucceededto  the 
peace,  it  only  drew  nearer  to  it's  total  annihilation. 
The  Magiftrates  wejje  obliged  to  employ  their  at- 
tention upon  more  important  grievances,  ariling,  it 
is  true,  from  a  common   fource.      Yet  there  were 
always  the  fame  enemies  to  encounter,  with  this 
jdiffcrence  only,  that  they  had  fubftituted  the  poli- 
jtical  made  to  that  of  religion. 
■     The  Grand  Chamber,  which  had  remained  affem- 
bled  in    1757,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  part  of  me- 
diator and   interceflbr,  with   which  they  coloured 
their  defedtion,  ever  fincethe  trial  of  Damiens,  were 
^,  jcontinually  foliciting,  as  a  reward  for  their  zeal  and 
j^jheir  labours,  the  re-union  of  the  other  Chambers. 
,,fThe  Council,  which  ftood  in  need  of  the  Parlia»  lent, 
,^s  being  the  only  tribunal  in  which  the  pu'.^ic  re- 
,|  pqfed  confidence,   for  the  regiftering  of  the  taxes, 
j.^pd  who  flattered  themfelves   they  would  become 
\ .  yxioxt  tradable  after  their  late  difgrace,  were  equally 
^  defirous  of  it.     The  refignations  were  therefore  re- 
turned j  that  Court  was  re-eftablilhed  in  all  their 
'   funftions,  and  obtained  all  the  interpretations  and 
modifications  they   required,    with   regard   to   the 
^j^^Jaws  which  difpleafed  them,  together  with  the  repeal 
J  of  their  banifjied  members.     M.  de  Maupeou,  their 
FirftPrefident, formerly  the  idol  of  the  Company,  had 
^  incurred  their  fufpicions,  and  was  looked  upon  by 
3^  them  as  a  traitor.     He  was  obliged  to  give  in  his 
^ifmiflion,  and  was  Hiccecded  by  M.,  Mole,  a  name 
mi\i  which 
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1768.  which  can  never  be  pronounced  without  conceiving-, 
'""""*'  at  the  fanne  time,  ideas  of  grandeur  and  patriotifm. 
In  a  word,  the  two  Counfellors  of  State,  who  had  la- 
boured to  efFedt  the  reconciliation  of  matters,  were 
rewarded,  by  being  introduced  into  the  Council  of 
Difpatches.  Thefe  were  Meflrs.  Gilbert  dc  Voifin$ 
and  Berryer  ;  the  former  had  been  ufeful  on  account 
of  his  knowledge  and  conciliating  difpofition,  and 
the  latter  by  his  intrigues  with  the  Marchionefs, 
with  whom  he  had  frequent  intercourfe  from  his  poll 
of  Lieutenant  of  Police.  The  pretence  for  this 
innovation  was,  that  this  Council,  to  which  afFair$ 
concerning  the  internal  adminiftration  of  the  king- 
dom are  referred,  being  chietiy  compofed  of  mem"- 
bers,  who,  ignorant  of  the  laws,  the  judicial  formsj 
the  rights,  jurifdidions,  and  cufloms  of  the  feveral 
tribunals  of  the  kingdom,  had  already  caufed  the 
King,  twice  fucccflively,  to  take  falfe  fleps  with  the 
Parliament.  This  Body  was  thus  indireftly  flatter- 
ed i  and  the  Court  wifhed  to  perfuade  them,  that 
they  (hould  not  have  any  fimilar  injuftice  to  fear  in 
future :  and  perfons  who  were  not  perfeftly  zcr] 
quainted  with  th^;  manner  in  which  the  greatcfi; 
events  were  brought  about  at  that  time,  approved 
an  arrangement,  formed,  to  all  appearance,  for  the 
good  of  the  State.  .,^  .^,^^ , 

From  the  fame  fpiritofpaciBcation,  which  had  made 
the  King  give  way— whofe  great  fyftem  it  was,  never 
to  find  any  body  guilty — the  banifhed  Prelates  were, 
recalled.  Some  of  them  were  removed,  but  in  order 
to  be  better  treated — which  could  not  be  agreeable 
to.  the  Parliament.  Fortunately,  the  Archbiihop  of 
Paris  foon  furnished  them  with  a  frefh  fubjedt  of 
triumph.  Still  perfevering  in  his  obftinacy,  and. 
i\-:^-v  refufing 
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rcfufing  to  take  off  the  intcrdiftion  from  the  Nuns 
belonging  to  the  hofpital  of  the  fuburb  Saint-Mar- 
ceau,  he  was  baniihed  to  his  brother's  caftle  in  Peri- 
gord,  a  very  difagreeable  and  unwholefome  place, 
where  he  was  obliged  to  repair  immediately,  after 
having  appointed  four  Grand  Vicars  to  govern  his 
dioccfe.  The  cognizance  of  the  affairs  of  the  Hof- 
pital General,  from  whence  the  fchifm  arofe,  which 
had  been  at  that  time  given  to  the  Grand  Council, 
was  alfo  returned  to  the  Magiftrates,  to  whom  it 
cflentially  belonged.  In  a  word,  the  Parliament 
had  the  fatisf afUon  of  not  being  diflurbed  in  their 
zeal  to  extirpate  the  remains  of  the  fchifm.  They 
condemned,  without  interference  from  Government, 
the  Curate  of  Saint  Nicholas  des  Champs  to  banifh- 
ment,  for  non-appearance,  and  four  EccIeHaftics  of 
the  parifli,  for  having  refufed  the  Sacraments.    '*'  W^^ 

But  the  moft  fortunate  and  moft  flattering  event 
to  the  Parliament  was,  to  fee  the  Jefuits  humbled 
at  their  feet;  to  enjoy  gradually  the  pleafure  of  re- 
venge J  to  hold  the  balance  of  their  deftiny ;  and, 
by  a  (cries  of  concurring  circumftances  which  they 
could  not  have  hoped  for,  to  have  the  glory  entirely 
todemolifh  a  fociety,  which,  ilrengthened  by  the  pub- 
lic opinion,  feemed  inexpugnable,  and  infpired  the 
moft  powerful  Potentates  with  a  kind  of  terror,  ^^^•- 

A  fingle  fpark  produced  this  great  conflagration. 
The  perfon  whom  the  Jefuits  confidered  as  the  moft 
extraordinary  man,  and  the  moft  proper  to  extend 
their  riches  and  credit,  brought  this  dcftrudtion 
upon  them.  Father  de  la  Vallette,  agent  for  the 
houfe  of  St.  Pierre  in  Martinico,  carried  on,  fince  the 
year  1747,  a  very  lucrative  commerce.  By  his  in- 
genious and  bold  fpeculations,  he  had  augmented  it 

to 
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1768.  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the 
merchants  and  inhabitants  of  the  colony  ;  who 
faw  with  regret,  that  a  Jefuit  heaped  up  all  their 
commodities  in  his  magazines,  poured  all  their 
Ipecie  into  his  own  coffers,  and  intercepted  the  cir- 
culation from  every  quarter,  in  order  that  he  might 
have  the  exclufive  management  and  diftribution  of 

.  it.  Complaints  of  this  monopoly  were  carried  to 
the  throne,  and  it  became  neceffary  to  recall  this 
member ;  who  deferved  a  recompence  from  his  Or- 
der, and  who  at  the  fame  time  received  from  them 
the  honourable  title  of  Superior  General  of  the  JVind- 
ward  IJlands.    The  credit  of  the  Jefuits  pacified  the 

,  alarms  given  to  Government.  Father  la  Valette 
was  allowed  to  return  to  Martinico,  decorated  with 
the  title  of  Vifitor  General  and  Apoftolic  Prefeft 
of  the  .Miffions  in  that  part  of  the  world.  He  foon 
refumed  the  courfe  of  his  affairs,  formed  eftablilh- 
ments  as  far  as  the  neighbouring  iOands,  and  had 
faftories  at  Dominica,  Maric-Galante,  Grenada, 
^3Lini  Lucia,  and  Saint  Vincent.  He  drew  bills  of  ex- 
change upon  Bourdeaux,  Nantz,  Lyons,  Paris,  Cadiz, 
Leghorn,  and  Amfterdam  j  and  it  is  impolTible  to 
calculate  how  far  his  ambition  would  have  extended, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  unforefeen  cataflrpphe  which 
^  demolifhed  all  his  projefts,  -     :^; 

His  veffels,  laden  with  riches,  went  over  the  feas 
with  fe<;urityj  when  the  Engl ilh  began  thofe  gene- 
ral hoftilities,  fatal  to  fo  many  fpeculators,  and  cfpe-f 
cially  to  the  brothers  Lionay  and  GoufFre,  merchants 
at  Marfeilles,  who,  in  exj  'Nation  of  two  millions* 
pf  merchandize,  had  accepted  notes  to  the  amount 

4U    •  y^wards  of  eighty-three  thoufand  three  hundred  pounds. 
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of  a  milHon  and   a  half  *  drawn  by   the  Jefuits. 
As  foon  as  they  were  informed  of  the  fatal  ftroke, 
they  had  recourfe  to  Father  Sacy,  Agent  General  of  ' 
the  Mifllons,  who   referred  the  matter  to  his  fupe- 
riors.     By  a  fatality  which  feemed  then  to  concur 
in  the  ruin  of  the  Society,  the  death  of  their  Chief 
had  fufpended  the  activity  of  their  admihiftration  ; 
there  were  unavoidable  delays  j  the  merchants  could 
not  receive  the  fuccours  they  expefted  j   the  notes 
were  becoming  due  ;  and  defpair  took  poffefllon  of 
the  hearts  of  the  Lionays.    That  houfe,  which  cir- 
culated thirty  millions  f  per  annum  j  that   houfe, 
fo  much  diftinguilhed,   fitusted   upon   the  public 
place  at  Marfeilles,  was  reduced  from  the  fummit  of 
opulence  to  the  horrors  of  a  declared  bankruptcy, 
and  had  the  misfortune  alio  to  involve  a  multitude 
of  unfortunate  perfons  in  it's  ruin.     Their  corre- 
rfpondencL's,  which  were   infinite,   afFeded   all   the 
commcicial     towns   throughout   the   kingdom  'of 
i  France,     in  the  mean  time,   the  new  Chief  of  the 
.Jefiiits,  confcious  of  the  neceifity  of  fuppOrtifig  the 
credit  of  his  agents,  had  given  orders  to  fend  them 
,:thc  ^nds  requifite.    The  courier' who  was  charged 
owith  this  important  news   arrived  at  the  brothers 
e!Lionay  on  the  aid  February  1756,  and  they  hid 
iftopped  payment  the  19th.      From  a  fingular  and 
unaccountable   caprice— equally  repugnant   to  the 
gifpirit  of  equity  which  ought  to  prevail  in  a  relid;ious 
*  Order,  and  to  policy,  which  thefe  were  fuppoftd  to 
f  poirefs  in  a  fuperior  degree — the  Jefuitsi  Hndiftg  that 
«  the  eclat  was  made,  withdrew  their  fupport.    In 

'•^Sixty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  I     ti,  nj^'ji  J^r?  ^^ 
f  One  million  two  hundred  and  fifcy  thoufand  pounds. 
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176S.    vain  did  the  Lionays  write  the  mofl  affeding  letters 

' •   to  Father  Sacy  :  he   had   nothing  but   tears  and 

prayers  to  grant  themj  he  made  an  offering  for  them 
of  the  holy  facrifice  of  the  Mafs  •.  **  ...i;,  ».> .  unUi. 
:■  The  inconfiftency  of  the  Society  was  carried  to  the 
mod  extreme  degree  in  this  affair;  for«  notwith- 
Handing  their  infenfibility  to  the  misfortunes  of 
their  agents,  they  neverthelefs  acknowledged  the 
debts  of  Father  '\  la  Valette,  and  even  caufed 
part  of  them  to  be  paid  by  another  correfpondent. 
In  a  word,  whether  it  were  that  they  were  tired 
of  being  jufl,  or  that  they  found  the  impofli- 
bility  of  Satisfying  all  the  demands,  or  whether  an 
invifible  and  inimical  power  drove  them  to  their 
dcftrudtion,  the  channels  through  which  periodical 
fupplies  were  tranfmitted,  to  the  merchant  who  fuc- 
ceeded  the  Lionays,  were  ihut,  and  all  the  payments 
flopped.  An  immenfe  number  of  creditors  appear^ 
ed,  and  the  tribunals  refoundcd  with  their  com^* 
plaints.  The  Jefuits  flill  had  the  credit  to.  obtain 
37  Aae>  letters  patent  to  carry  thefe  difputes  to  the  Qrand 
'"^°'  Chamber  o{  the  Parliament  of  Paris  i  but  this  was 
their  lafl  efibrt.  Their  objeft  had  been  to  have  the 
caufe  referred,  and  thus  to  render  it  indeterminable  % 
at  leail  to  conduct  it  in  obfcurity,  that  they  might 
be  more  at  liberty  to  continue  their  manoeuvres.  A 
decree  was  iifued,  ordering  the  caufe  to  be  tried;  and 
the  univerfal  joy  which  the  peribns  who  aflifted  ac 
the  audience  exprefled,  ought  to  have  apprized  them 
of  the  danger  of  expofing  themfelves  in  public  ;  btt| 

*  Thefe  ridiculous  phrafes  were  quoted  in  the  pleadm2>»^ 
'    M.  Legoave,   in  favour  of  the  brothers  Lionay,   as  extraded 
from  the  original  letters  of  Father  Sacy. 

-'''If^aunoqds  .  they 
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they  were  deaf  to  this  falutary  warning,  and  haflened     1768. 
to  their  dcftrudtion.  - 

To  the  capital  fault  of  putting  themfelves  in  the 

hands  of  juftice,  the  Jcfuits  added  feveral  blunders 

in  their  defence.      They  varied  in  their  depofitions 

two  or  three  times.     At  firft  they  pretended  that 

the  negotiations  of  Father  la  Valette  ought  only  to 

concern  the  houfe  at  Martlnico ;  and  Father  Sacy 

anfwercd,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  to  M.  Gouffre, 

who  folicited  him  to  keep  the  engagements  he  had 

contraded  :   Perifls^  ferijh  all  of  yotty  we  can  do  no- 

tf^ng  for  you.     We  have  feen,  that  afterwards,  this 

fame  Agent  General  of  the  Miffions  had  appointed 

a  correlpondent  to  pay  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn 

by  the   houfe   at  Martinico;  their  Advocate  foon  : 

confined  himfelf  to  the  plea,  that  there  was  neither 

folidity  of  right  nor  folidity  of  faft  in  the  affair  of 

Father  de  la  Valette.     In  a  word,  they  had  recourfe 

to  a  fingular  fubterfuge ;   they  faid,  that  commerce 

being  forbidden  to  religious  Orders  by  the  canons 

of 'the  Church,  and  by  the  laws,  it  was  a  formal 

oppofitian  to  them  on  the   part  of  Father  de  la';^ 

Valette,  an  offtnce  againft  the  Church,  which  ought'.' 

not  to  be  attributed  to  the  whole  Society,  heeaup(^^ 

offences  are  ferfonaly  and  that  in  criminal  matters  theri  '^'^\ 

are  no  fureties.    But  the  completion  of  their  errors  -^ ' 

was  the  giving  into  the  fnare  that  had  been  prepared  -J 

for  them  by  their  adverfaries.     Thefe — in  order  to  ''J  * 

prove  that  the  government  of  the  Jefuits  was  deljjo-  ;^-^ 

ticj  that  every  thing  was  fubmitted  to  the  power  •"' 

of  the  General  j  that  he  was  the  fole  proprietor  and 

diftributor  of  the  funds,  in  the  name  of  the  Com-  * 

pany ;  that  Father  de  la  Valette  neither  was,  nor  could    ./; 

ie,  any  thing  more  than  the  Agent  ef  the  Society*     ; 

^•ji'!$  3  appointed     * 
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1768.     appointed  by  the  General — appealed  to,  and  quoted 

the  conftitutions  of  the  Society,  with  which   they 

feemcd  to  be  perfeftly  acquainted.  The  Jefuits^  on 
the  contrary,  referred  to  thofe  fame  conftitutions,  to 
prove  that  the  Society  had  no  property,  and  that 
the  funds  belonged  to  the  fcveral  Colleges  or  Houfes. 
This  was  what  the  Public  Tribunal  expected  j  they 
required  the  depofit  of  the  fatal  book,  from  which 
was  to  follow  not  only  the  lofs  of  the  eaufe,  but  the 

17  April,    entire  extinftion  of  the  Order.     Accordingly,  the 

1761.  .  .         .  O  /  ' 

Parliament  ordered  the  conftitutions  to  be  brought 
to  the  office  of  the  Court.  A  feries  of  terrible 
decrees,  fucceeding  each  other  with  incredible  ra- 
pidity, was  the  refult  of  this  inquiry. 

The  General,  and  in  him  the  Society,  were  con- 
demned to  pay  the  bills  of  exchange,  with  the  in- 
terefts,  damages,  and  cofts ;  and,  by  the  rcfoluti:on 
of  the  Public  Tribunal,  Father  la  Valette,  and   all 
the  other  members,  were  forbidden,   under  fuch  pe- 
nalties as  might  be  inflided,  to  interfere,  diredly  or 
indireftly,  in  any  kind  of  traffic  which  was  inter- 
didled  to  ecclefiaftical   perfons  by  the  canons  re- 
ceived in  the  kingdom,  by  the  ordonnanccs  of  the 
King,  and  by  decrees  and  regulations  of  the  Court. 
This  fentence  was  a   terrible  one  j  but  the  Jefuits, 
perceiving  at  laft,  that  the  only  thing  they  had  to 
do,  was  to  fubmit  to  it,  took  arrangements  to  pay 
their  creditors.     Brother  Gatin,  appointed  Agent 
General     of    the   Miflions    in    America,      found 
means,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  or  nine  months,  to  pay 
off  near  one  million  three  hundred  thoufandlivres^j 
and  ip  i§  pr9bable  tha^  he  would  have  fp\^Kl,  p;he|*. 

L«ji,.f  Ufiwards  of  fifty-four  th^ufaiiii  pounds* . .  j  >    ,  --^^.i^i^ 

'v.  '".'^  *  refourees 


Decree  of 
the  I  glh 
May, 
1761. 


"JT-T 


•!t 


€S    X3 


rt  T-I  r 


OF     LEWIS     XV. 

rcfources  to  pay  them  all  in  a  few  years,  even  with- 
out difpofing  of  any  of  the  efFefts  of  the  Society, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  new  blow  given  to  them  by 
the  Parliament  i  a  blow  equally  fatal  to  the  debtors 
and  creditors. 

From  the  examination  of  the  conftitutions  of  the 
Jefuits,  there  refulted  an  admirable,  but  at  the  fame 
time  an  alarming  pidure  of  the  Order;  all  the  mem- 
bers of  which  being  united  together  by  the  confor- 
mity of  their  morals,  by  the  refemblance  of  their 
doftrine  and  manners;  united  to  their  Chief  by 
the  ties  of  an  implicit  fubmifllon,  and  a  zealous 
and  fpeedy  obedience;  were  thus  conilantly  adVuated 
by  the  fame  fpirit,  governed  by  one  foul,  and.  form- 
ing an  abfolutely  diftind  body  in  the  State,  receiv- 
ing no  laws  but  thofe  of  a  foreigner,  their  General, 
abfolutc  in  his  will  over  their  difpofitions,  their  man- 
ners, and  their  eftates— over  their  external  admini*.^ 
ftration,  and  over  the  inftitution  itfelf. 

From  the  examination  of  the  titles  of  the  founda*-^^ 
tion  of  the  Order,  of  it's  cftablifhment  in  the  king-"^* 
dom,  there  appeared  another  fad,  not  lefs  ftriking,  * 
namely,  that  they  had  been  formally  excluded  fronv 
the  State  as  a  religious  Order,  as^a  fociety  of  Jefus, 
as  Jefuits,  that  is  to  fay,  as  being  what  they  were  ;— 
that  if  they  had  been  admitted  under  the  form  of  a 
college,  that  is  to  fay,  as  what  they  were  not,  it  had 
only  been  provifionaily,  by  way  of  experiment,  and 
with  relation  to  certain  conditions,  which  they  had 
never  fulfilled,  and  to  which  their  General  had  ob- 
ftinately  rcfufed  to  fubfcribe ; — fo  that  the  contract 
between  this  religious  Order  and  the  State  had  never 
been  completed  j— 'and  their  existence  in  France  was 
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1768.     the  effe<5t  only  of  toleration,  and  not  the  confequcnce 
"   pf  adoption. 

This  double  difqovery  delighted  the  Magiftracy  j 
they  forefaw  that  f:hey  fhopld  retaliate  on  the  So- 
ciety all  the  difgraces,  of  which  they  confidered  the 
Jefuits  as  the  concealed  authors.     The  Abbe  Chau^ 
velin  was  ftill  alive  j  this  man,  wHofe  monftrous  de- 
formity had  fubjeded  him  to  habitual  fufFerings,  ac- 
quired from  this  fuch  a  degree  of  Iharpnefs  in  his 
humours,  that  they  had  produced  an  abundance  of 
bile  in  him,  ever  ready  to  overflow.     His  difpofi- 
*       tion  was  become  gloomyj  fiery,  fatirical,  unmoved 
by  any  kind  of  pleafure.     He  had  an  extreme  defire 
of  diftinguilhing  himfelf;  and  this  paflion,  fo  impe- 
rious upon  n)inds  fufceptible  of  it's  energy,  was,  irj 
^im,  the  fubftitute  to  all  other  enjoyments.     De- 
voured with  the  thirft  of  fway,  he  had  put  himfelf 
at   the  head  of  the  Janfenift  party,  although   he 
laughed  at  them  in  his  heart.     In  that  capacity  he 
had  been  diftinguifhed,  at  the  time  of  tlie  exile  of 
1754:  he  remembered  the  Mont  St.  Michel,  and 
that  recolleftion  fupported  him  in  an  immenfe  labour, 
under  which  one  would  have  imagined  that  liis  frail 
conftitution  muft  have  funk.     He  undertook  to  look 
over,  to  examine,  and  to  difcufs  all  the  tides  of  that 
undigefted  mafs  of  papers  depofited  by  the  Jefuits  j 
'  ]}€  extrafted  from  thence  the  account  of  the  origin, 

progrefs,  and  prefent  ftate  of  the  Society ;  he  repre- 

^     '  fcntcd  it  as  a  dreadful  Coloffus,  yrhich,  with  it's  twq 

arms,  embraced  Europe  and  America,  and  afFeftc4 

an  empire  over  the  whole  univerfe.     He  prevailed 

fo  much  upon  the  Chambers  afiembled,  by  the  bit- 

^,  ter  eloquence  of  his  account,  that  the  ParlianicBt 

.    Jhfou  the  image  upon  his  feef,  which  were  of  clay,  an4 


OF     LEWIS     XV. 

In  an  inftant  that  enormous  mafs,  which  terrified 
by  it's  power,  was  no  longer  frightful  but  by  it's 
ruins. 

We  mull  not,  however,  omit  any  circumftance.  The 
Abbe  Chauvelin  would  never  have  fucceeded  in  his 
vaft  dcfign,  if  he  had  not  been  fupported  by  the 
Duke  de^hoifeul,  who  encouraged  him  in  his  endea- 
vours, and  gave  weight  to  his  fpeeches.  This  Mi- 
nifter,  of  an  adbive,  and  bold  turn  of  mind,  endeavour- 
ing to  efFeft  revolutions,  not  only  in  the  Courts,  and 
in  the  States,  but  alfo  in  the  minds  of  the  people— 
whofe  mode  of  thinking  was  liberal,  and  unreftrained 
hy  prejudices — had  been  acknowledged  by  the  mo* 
dern  Philofophers,  whofe  fe6t  was  beginning  to  ac- 
quire much  confiftence,  as  worthy  to  be  their  pro- 
tedorj  and  he  juftified  their  choice,  by  his  zeal  for 
the  propagation  of  their  dodrine.  One  of  theii 
principles  was  the  extirpation  of  Mon]>:s,  and  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  convents,  the  afylums  of  ignorance  and 
bigotry.  The  Duke  de  Choifeul  was  lenfible  that 
Jie  could  not  fucceed  in  this,  as  long  as  the  Jefuits 
fubfifted.  Although  they  defpifed  the  Monks, 
among  whom  they  would  not  be  claffed,  they  confi- 
dered  them  as  the  militia  of  the  Church,  and  were 
Aware  of  the  danger  there  would  be  in  fufFering  therjj 
to  be  fupprefTed,  or  even  leflened.  It  was  therefore 
neceflary  to  begin  by  them.  Befides,  this  Nobleman 
had  a  pcrfonal  diflike  to  the  Order,  and  was  feared 
by  them.  During  his  embafly  at  Rome,  he  had  ha4 
occafion  to  difcovcr  their  prying  fpirit  of  intrigue. 
In  a  words  the  circumftances  that  were  paifing  m 
Spain,  and  efpecially  in  Portugal,  rendered  the  op- 
.  portunity  as  favourable  as  he  could  wifli,  for  the 
;    .executioB  of  his  proieft.     They  were  aocufcd  of 
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having  made  themfclvcs  Kings  over  the  Indians  of 
Paraguay,  to  have  fomented  there  the  divifion  be- 
tween the  refpeftive  fubjefts  of  the  two  Crowns,  to 
have  excited  a  war  and  to  have  made  head  againlt 
the  combined  armies  of  thofe  Sovereigns,  and  to  have 
been  guilty  of  the  moji  extraordinary  and  unheard-of 
enormities.  Accordingly,  his  moft  Faithful  Majefty, 
confidering  them  as  abettors  and  inftigators  of  the 
alTafllnation  attempted  on  his  perfon — publilhed  a 
kind  of  manifeilo  againft  them,  wherein  he  declared 
them  notorious  rebels,  traitors,  real  enemies,  and 
aggreffors,  as  much  in  former  times  as  at  prefent, 
againit  his  Royal  perfon,  his  dominions,  the  public 
peace  of  his  kingdoms,  and  figniories,  and  of  the 
common  good  of  his  faithful  fubjefts  * — he  declared 
them  outlawedj  profcribedt  and  exterminated — com- 
manded that  they  fhould  be  expelled  from  his  domi- 
nions, and,  in  faft,  caufed  them  to  be  conveyed  im- 
mediately into  thofe  of  the  Pope,  that  he  might  do 
what  he  pleafed  with  them.  Spain  had  not  yet  car- 
ried matters  to  fuch  extremity,  but  her  Miniftry  was 
defirous  of  it,  and  the  example  of  France  might  have 
great  influence  over  h$r.  The  Duke  de  Choifeul, 
who  was  forming  his  family-compad  with  that 
Court,  wifhed,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  fatisfy- 
ing  his  private  refentment,  to  do  fomething  that 
would  be  agreeable  to  them.  Lewis  XV.  had  alfo 
received  a  blow  j  and  when  any  attempt  was  made 
upon  the  life  of  a  King,  it  muft,  of  courfe,  be  laid  to 
the  charge  of  the  Jefuits.  So  general  a  prepoffeffion 
was,  in  the  minds  of  the  prejudiced  perfons,  a  fuffi- 

*  Exprefllons  tranflated  from  the  edid  foe  the  expul^on  of  the 
Jefahs  from  Portugal,  the  3d  September,  1759. 

cient 
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eieiit  motive  for  their  cxpulfion.  The  more  effec- 
tually to  fucceed  in  this  attempt,  that  monftrous  vo- 
lume of  the  pretended  aflertions  of  their  cafuifts  and 
other  writers  was  put  in  order,  and  it  was  inferred 
from  it,  that  they  taught  a  murderous  and  abomina- 
ble do(5lrine^  not  only  injurious  to  the  fecurity  and 
the  life  of  the  citizens,  but  even  to  that  of  the  facrcd 
perfons  of  Sovereigns.  The  ilorm  was  violent,  and 
yet  the  Jefuits  would  have  efcaped,  if  their  condudb 
had  been  as  verfatile  as  it  was  reprefented ;  if  by  a 
diflimulation,  contrary  indeed  to  religious  fimpli- 
city,  but  prefcribed  by  that  worldly  prudence,  which 
it  was  faid  they  pOflefled  in  fo  fuperior  a  degree,  they 
would  have  conformed  thcmfelves  to  the  times,  to 
places,  to  circumflances,  and  to  perfons ;  if  their 
General  h^d  not  difplayed  an  inflexibility,  which 
ought  never  to  be  afTunied  but  by  an  upright  man, 
and  which  fhould,  at  leaf);,  be  the  attribute  of  a  great 
and  heroic  mind. 

The  Jefuits  had  fcarce  any  open  and  declared 
enemies  againfl  them  at  Court,  except  the  Duke  de 
Choii'eul,  and  the  Marchionefs  de  Pompadour,  whom 
the  Duk?  had  fubdued.  Perhaps  they  might  even 
have  regained  her  favour,  by  feizing  with  addrefs  a 
proper  opportunity  of  paying  their  court  to  her. 
But  they  could  not  have  dene  this,  without  incurring 
the  difpleafure  of  the  Queen,  of  the  Dauphin  and 
Dauphinefs,  and  of  ail  the  Royal  Family,  who  pro- 
teded  them.  The  King,  perfedly  convinced  of 
their  innocence  with  regard  to  the  attempt  com- 
mitted againfl  his  perfon,  was,  as  ufual,  the  mofl  in- 
differerit  perfon  in  this  conteft.  He  thereforq  gave 
'^ay  to  the  folicitatiohi  of  the  favourite  intercelTors, 
in  behalf  of  the  Society,  who  furroundcd  him;  and 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  too  fubtle  to  offend  thefc  au- 
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f«it»  could  not^u!r      "''"°'^''' '^'i-'ft  the  Je- 

--^;  fcreim,ed,  z^f:t:zj:r'r  *"  "■-- 

Aag„«,     thing  ffiould  be  eithJr  nnfi!     ?      '«'e'»«nonth,  no- 

«he  Society;  and  aCol!?f      T"'  °'^"'= '»»"'"«  of 

■       P'Tts  of  this  faS  «ufe  PP?;T  '°  '""^"e  the 
not  fo  decifive,  for'hefe  L,F    ""^^^'^  '^'y  ''"<= 

nounced.  propofed  theS"'"'"'  ""'^  J"™"  ' 

"  I".  Ofwhatufearel  /r"?''"^'**°'»  = 
•        "  "-rfpeft  to  the  f^Mal      ''  '"  ^"""'  «ith 
.       "  employed  ?"  """^'""^  '»  "-hich  they  are 

"  '^clt;  ^^l^:t^^^f  ^"e  federal  a. 
"  opinions,  the  lib  rSfK'  >r'  ^^'^«mo„ta„e 

■  ^;-^r^'"°^'"<=ci;gy^-  ""'^^^^^ 

°"»  of  having  the  ownln    Tl"'*  ''^<=  ^'fir- 
'h^fc  feveral  ■;,oi„,3.°P'^^"  f  *e  Clergy  upo„ 

poineed  to  anfwer  then^        ^  K'^^^''"  "^  V 
^cMon  was.  th<^  i  t^'n^e/'  "=""''  "^  "'-^' 
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trance.  A  plan  of  accommodation  was  drawn  up,  1768. 
and  fcnt  to  tiie  Pope,  and  the  General;  but  the  latter  "^  " 
refufed  to  accede  to  any,  and  replied  with  haughti- 
ncfs,  Sinf  ut  funt,  aut  non  fmt  *.  The  decree  of  *  ^^f^ 
profcription  immediately  enfued.  The  Parliament 
declated  iil  it  the  Bulls,  Briefs,  Cohftitucions^  and 
other  regulations  of  the  Society,  called  of  Jefus,  to 
be  incroachments  of  authority;  pronounced  that 
there  were  abufes  in  them  \  diffolved  the  Society  ; 
forbad  the  jefuits  to  wear  the  habit  of  the  Order- 
to  live  under  the  obedience  of  the  General,  and  • 
other  Superiors  of  the  faid  Society — to  keep  up  ^ 
correfpohuence,  either  dire<5lly  or  ihdirefllyi  with 
them — to  quit  thie  houfes  dependent  Upoii  the  Order — 
and  forbad  their  living  in  a  community;  refervirtgto 
themfelves  the  right  of  granting  to  each  of  them. 
Upon  their  petitions,  the  pentions  neceflfafy  for  theif 
fubfiftencej  and  iiiterdifting  to  them  the  poffefllon 
of  aiiy  Prebends,  Livings,  Pulpits,  or  any  other  cle- 
rical or  municipal  officesj  without  having  pre- 
vioufly  talten  the  oath  prefcribed  iri  the  faid  de- 
cree. 

hts  ct'detjant  foi  difant  Jefuitts  -f — for  this  wds  the 
burlefque  denomination  given  to  them  in  future- 
urged  pdwerful  ai'guments  againft  this  decree  of 
death,  which  they  reprefented  as  an  a6t  of  monftrous 
iniquity.  They  exclaimed — for  our  impartiality 
obliges  lis  to  give  an  acccount  equally  of  the  me- 
ixiorifds  of  the  two  parties— they  exclaimed,  that  a 
hundred  formalities  had  been  omitted  in  their  con- 
demnation, the  omiffion  of  one  of  which  would  have 


*  Let  them  be  as  they  are,  or  not  be. 
+  Theformvy/ttf'tntitkd  Jefuits, 
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1768.     rendered  the  fentence  void  againft  the  meaneft  indJ- 
^^    vidual.    Undoubtedly,  the  moft  eflential  fault,  was 
that  of  not  having  heard  nor  fumnnoned  them,  and 
in  an  inftance,  too,  when  the  ftate,  the  life,  and  the 
honour  of  four  thoufand  individuals  was  at  (take, 
when  they  were  accufed  of  being  alTafllns,  poifoners, 
and  regicides  !  Upon  what  motives  were  they  con- 
demned ?  Upon  an  inflitution  extolled  in  the  Bulls 
V    '      of  twenty  Sovereign  Pontiffs  j-^upon  conftitutions, 
mafter-pieces  of  government,  the  empire  of  which, 
at  moft,  was  only  extended  to  the  interior  managc- 
-       ment  of  the  Order,  and  could  not  deprive  the  civil 
\     laws  of  the  coercive  authority  over  thefe  Priefts,  as 
fubjeds  i — upon  a  coUefbion  of  aflfertions,  fome  of 
which  were   only  the  defence  and   unfolding    of 
the  natural  right,  a  right  engraven  in  the  heart  of 
man  J  befides,  being  conformable  to  feveral  others 
of  the  fame  kind,  which  might  have  been  extracted 
from  the   remonftrances  even   of  the  Magiftrates 
themfelves  j    while    others    were    only    erroneous 
maxims   of  fuperllition    and  fanaticifm,  common, 
in   times   of  confufion    and   ignorance,    to  every 
religious  Order,  to  all  the  Clergy,  and  almoft  to  the 
whole  Church;— the  aflemblage  of  which,  in  a  word, 
had  been  formed  without  being  examined,  without 
contradidtion  from  the  accufed,  with  a  degree  of 
^    treachery,    precipitation,    and    negligence,    which 
would  be  very  apparent  to  any  body,  who  would 
^    .     take  the  trouble  to  employ  themfelves  in  a  trifling 
and  tedious  examination,  and  which,  for  that  very 
reafon,    required   the   greateft  coolnefs,    and    the 
niceft  circumfpeftion.     They  were  ftill  more  feverc 
'    with  their  enemies ;  they  alked  where  their  crimes 
were  attefted?  who  were  their  accufers,  the  proofs, 

and 


OF     LEWIS     XV.   "^      - 

and  the  ^itneflcs  ?  In  Portugal,  a  King  was  affaf- 
finated ;  the  Jefuits  Alexander,  Mathos,  and  Ma- 
lagrida,  were  arrelled,  detained,  and  condemned  ; 
but  on  account  of  all  crimes,  except  that  one  which 
was  the  eiTential  grievance  that  occalioned  the  intire 
expulHon  of  the  Order.  In  France,  Damiens  had  not 
accufed  them  in  the  leaft,  at  the  time  of  the  aiTafTina- 
tion  of  Lf wis  XV,  He  appeared,  on  the  contrary, 
to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  Magiftrates,  whom  he 
,had  dared  to  folicit  the  King  to  recall.  He  had 
'curfed  the  Archbifhop,  and  his  obftinacy,  concern- 
ing which  he  had  declared,  that  he  was  defirous  of 
opening  his  Majeity's  eyes }  the  firfl:  words  he  had 
uttered  had  been,  Save  the  Dauphly !  as  if  the  life  of 
that  Prince  was  in  danger ;  while  it  was  the  intereft 
of  the  Jefuits  to  l^ave  him  upon  the  throne,  and  that 
it  could  only  be  for  his  fake,  that  they  (hould  Have 
committed  this  horrid  regicide.  If  Damiens,  in  his 
private  interrogatories,  had  revealed  any  thing  con- 
cerning this  plot,  how  could  the  Judges  have  re- 
mained five  years  in  (b  culpable  a  fecurity  ?  Why!^ 
fince  they  ventured  to  deftroy  the  whole  Order, 
upon  vague  and  chimerical  declarations,  had  they 
been  afraid  of  avenging  their  Sovereign  of  the  out- 
rageous attempt  of  fome  individitals,  whom  they 
could  not  fuffer  to  .live,  without  becoming  accom- 
plices, and  refponHble  for  all  the  misfortunes  which 
might  ftill  happen  ?  The  circumftance  which  they 
more  efpecially  confidered  as  the  higheft  excefs  of 
tyranny,  was  the  making  their  fubfiftcnce  the  price 
of  their  infamy,  the  forcing  them  to  lie  againft 
their  own  confciences,  by  taking  an  oath  to  deteil: 
an  inftitution  which  they  had  embraced  as  facred, 
and  which  they  ftill  confidcred  in  tfee  fame  light. 

This 


57 

1768. 


5« 

1768. 


Norember 
1768. 


THE   PRIVATE   LIFE 

This  oath  was  the  more  ridiculoufly  contrived,  aSj 
according  to  the  moral  doftrine  of  the  Society,  cfta- 
blilhed  in  the  book  o(  the  affertions,  thofe  members 
who  (hould  have  bafenefs  to  take  it,  ought  to  be  moft 
fufpedlcd,  as  they  could  not  be  any  thing  clfc  than 
traitors,  perjured,  and  hypocrites.  For,  in  faft,  what 
dependence  could  be  placed  upon  men  who  were  re- 
prcfcnted  as  Proteus,  always  eflentially  the  famci 
under  whatever  form  they  difguifed  thcmfelvesj  as  a 
perverfe  generation,  whom  no  corrcftion  could  amend, 
and  whoi'e  repentance  could  never  be  manifefted  by 
any  certain  figns  ?  The  only  ftep  to  be  taken  with 
them,  was  to  expel  them,  without  any  terms  or  re- 
ftri<5tions,  as  the  King  of  Portugal  had  done;  who,  in 
that  particular  at  lead,  had  aded  with  much  moix: 
confiftencv. 

~  The  Parliaments  of  Rouen  and  Rennes  had  been 
the  firft  to  follow  the  exapiiple  fct  them  by  thit  of 
Paris.  Some  Parliaments  were  more  tardy  j  that  of 
Flanders  could  not  rcfolvc  to  do  an  a6t  which  they 
lonlidered  as  unjuft*  againft  Fathers  with  whofe  con- 
dud  they  were  edified.  To  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  va- 
rious opinions,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  at  length  caufed 
an  edift  to  be  iffued  by  his  Majefty,  which  ordered, 
that  the  Society  of'  the  Jcfuits  (hould  no  irtofe  cxift 
ift  the  kingdom;  permitting^  however,  the  members 
that  compofed  it  to  lire  in  the  King*s  don^iriions  as 
private  individuals,  under  the  fpiritual  authority  of 
the  Ordinaries  on  the  fpot,  and  eonformirig  them- 
fclvcs  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

The  manner  with  which  this  rigbrotis  liw  was 
Ibftened,  was  a  certain  proof,  that  policy  alone,  or 
rather  weakneft,  direfted  the  fteps  of  tht  Courti 
efpccially  that  they  were  in  no  dread  of  thoffc  afaffinSi 

poifoners. 
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poifonerSi  or  regicides :  the  Court  fwarmed  with  Jcfu- 
its ;  they  flili  remained  Confeifors  of  the  King,  the 
Dauphin,  the  Queen,  and  all  the  Royal  Family;  there 
were  few  Courtiers  who  had  not  taken  one  of  them  in  , 
his  houfe,  and  it  was  the  fa(hion  to  have  a  Jefuit  in 
the  family.  M.  dc  Voltaire,  the  mimic  of  the  great 
Noblemen,  had  one  likewife ;  it  is  true,  that  it  was  in 
order  to  fubjeft  him  to  all  his  caprices,  to  tormenc 
him,  and  cruelly  to  difmifs  him  at  the  end  of  a  few 
years,  when  he  found  him  of  no  further  ufe. 

The  moil  remarkable  confequence  of  the  expulHon  ' 
of  the  Society,  and  which  it's  bigots  did  not  fail  to 
confider  as  a  punifhment  from  God,  was,  that  thoie  . 
creditors  who  had  occafioned  the  catailrophe,  were 
the  firft  victims  of  it.  They  had  been  regularly  paid, 
fmce  brother  Gatin  had  begun  to  make  arrangeiTienti 
with  them,  till  the  moment  when,  at  length  deipair- 
ing  of  being  able  to  avert  the  ftorm  with  which  they 
were  threatened,  the  Jefuits  ceafed  to  do  honour  to 
the  engagements  they  had  entered  into,  in  order  to 
attend  entirely  to  their  own  perfonal  intereil.     It 
would  no  doubt  have  been  acting  more  heroically  to 
receive  the  blow  with  relignation,  trufting  to  Provi-* 
dence,  and  negle6ling  thofe  precautions,  which  in- 
deed the  violation  of  all  laws  with  r^fped  to  them 
ieemed  to  authorize,  but  which  was  prohibited  by 
the  doctrine  of  religious  fetf-denial.    Their  conduct 
was  not  regulated  upon  this  principle,  and  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  there  are  few  amoifg  the  number 
that  condemned  them,  who  would  not  have  aded  as 
they  did.    They  gave  way  to  the  natural  inilinft, 
which  prefcribcs  to  man  to  take  care  of  his  own 
prefervfttfon,  at  -any  raw  or  peril  -,  ana  therefore  the 
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1768.    walls  of  the  Jcfuits  were  the  only  parts  of  their  prd- 
■~~"~"  ^rty  remainiifg  to  take  an  inventory  of. 
^  To  this  Hrft  lofs,  muft  be  added  a  number  of  bills 

-  of  exchange,  fraudulently  drawn,  as  it  was  pretended  * 
by  foreign  Jefuits,  who,  becoming  creditors  to  them- 
felves,  diminifhed  by  fo  much  more  the  (hare  of  the 
real  creditors}  fo  that  the  debts  of  the  Society, 
which  in  the  beginning  amounted  to  only  three 
millions  t,  were  increafed  to  nine  J.  This  produced 
a  dreadful  train  of  aftions,  a  labyrinth  of  chicanery, 
in  which  the  moft  able  lawyers  were  loft.  In  a  Word, 
it  became  a  MreSlion,  that  is  to  fay,  an  abundant 
harveft  for  Attornies,  Advocates,  Judges,  and  all  tlic 
members  of  juftice  employed,  who  enriched  them- 
felves ;  and  a  fource  of  ruin  to  the  creditors,  who 
Ipent  their  principal  in  cofts,  and  curfed  tlie  Parlia- 
ment infinitely  more  than  the  Jefuits. 

The  Magiftrates  themfelves  had  occafion,  if  not 
to  repent,  at  leaft  not  to  applaud  themfelves  much 
""  on  their  triumph.  They  experienced,  that  if  there 
,  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  petty  foe,  there  is  nothing  more 
formidable  than  an  enemy  driven  to  extremities,'  and ' 
reduced  to  the  excefs  of  defpair.  By  the  fequcl  of 
events  we  Ihall  fee  that  the  Jefuits,  in  their  higheft 
degree  of  power  and  fplendor,  never  did  them  fuch 
material  injury,  as  in  their  ftate  of  abjection  and  an- 
nihilation. Even  the  Janfenifts  themfeK  ss,  fo  proud 
of  their  fall,  perceived  too  late  that  their  own  c6n- 
iiftency  depended  upon  that  of  their  rivals,  and 
feemed  to  endeavour,  from  time  to  time,  to  fuppofe 

^Y^Jt.i*  ggig  fijfth  letter  to  a  provincial. 

^H^'i /f'  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  thonfand  pounds. 

i)^<:^li  X  Three. hundred  and  feventy  five  thoufand  poondi* 
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them  brought  to  life  again,  that,  by  combating  a 
phantom,  they  nnight  recover  the  confequence  they 
had  loll. 

In  general,  the  mod  confiderable  and  the  wifeft 
part  of  the  kingdom  regretted  the  Jcfuirs.  To 
that  fcntiment  of  pity  ufually  excited  by  unfortunate 
people,  was  added  a  fentinnent  of  gratitude.  Almoft 
ail  the  generation  of  that  time  had  been  educated  by 
them:  it  is  feWom  that  Wt  do  not  prcfervc  to  our 
mafters  fome  remains  of  th«^i:  veneration  and  refpcA 
with  which  they  have  infpired  us.  The  Jefuits,  more 
than  any  other  inftrudors,  po0cflcd  the  talent  of  .x- 
citing  thefe  fentiments  ;  and  among  their  j  'dges,  a 
few  incendiaries  excepted,  they  reckoni  i  a  great 
many  partifans,  who  were  forced  to  i^f  em  them,  st  .1 
inwardly  to  do  them  juftice.  In  lift,  if  this  great 
caufe  had  been  pleaded  with  all  the  preparation  and 
importance  which  it  deferved,  the  Jefuits  might 
have  faid  to  the  Magiftracy :  "  Before  ye  condemn 
us,  O  ye,  whofe  hearts  and  minds  we  have  formed, 
anfwer  our  expoftulations :  we  appeal  to  the  opi- 
nion you  muft  have  entertained  of  us,  at  an  age,  the 
candour  and  innocence  of  which  were  certainly  as 
well  adapted  to  enabl:  yr»u  to  form  a  found  deci- 
fion  upon  fuch  matccii,  as  the  knowledge  you 
**  have  fince  acquired,  Anfwer  our  queftions :  Have 
*'  we  ever  attempte  1  in  our  fchools,  in  our  conver- 
"  fations,  in  our  .nbunals  of  confeflion,  to  inculcate 
"  into  you  any  of  thofe  abominable  maxims  with 
**  which  we  are  reproached?  Have  you  ever  hear'd 
us  propagate  them  ?  Have  you  read  them  in  the 
books  which  we  have  put  into  your  hands  i  Have 
"  you  obferved  in  our  domeftic  conduft  any  thing 
analogous  to  fuch  a  mode  of  thinking  Ms  it  vpoa 
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'*  works  buried  in  the  duft  of  libraries,  is  it  upon 
dead  people  that  you  arc  to  pronounce— or  upon 
our  dodrine,  now  exifting  and  avowed — upon  us, 
lately  your  matters,  and  ftill  in  pofTeflTion  of.  col- 
leges, pulpits,  and  confeflionals,  under  the  fanftion 
"  of  two  authorities,  with  tlic  approbation  of  the 
*'  Prelates,  and  the  rewards  of  the  Sovereign  ?" 

Alas !  the  Magiftrates  bred  up  under  Lewis  the 
Great  faid  all  thcfe  things  to  thcmfelves  j  they  agreed 
to  them  in  private ;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  feated 
upon  the  fiowers-de-luce,  they  forgot  them,  led  aftray 
by  fanatics,  who  were  their  brethren.  A  few  only 
ventured  to.  give  an  afylum  to  their  antient  prefects, 
and  imagined  that  they  made  amends  for  their  weak* 
nefs  by  this  aft  of  humanity.  There  was  one  obfer- 
vation  to  be  made  upon  thefe  refugee  Jefuits,  that 
might  have  been  apparent  to  any  one  who  would  have 
attended  to  it;  which  was,  that  with  their  gown 
they  feemed  to  have  loft  all  their  merit.  They 
were  no  longer  the  fame  perfons ;  whether  ic  were 
chat  this  habit  was  a  kind  of  talifman,  the  magic 
illufion  of  which  kept  people  in  awe,  made  them 
appear  in  a  greater  light  to  vulgar  eyes,  and  fet  off 
their  talents  to  the  beft  advantage;  or  whether  their 
being  ftripped  of  it  betrayed  their  inability,  and  that 
they  reaily  did  not  poflefs  the  genius,  the  refources, 
and  the  vigour  which  wds  attributed  to  them.  La 
Tour,  Neuville,  Montigny,  GeofFroy  Berthur,  dif- 
covered  nothing  but  pufillanimity,  and  were  obferved 
to  cry  like  women.  But  we  repeat  it  once  mgre, 
they  recovered  all  their  energy  when  they  had  an  op- 
portunity to  avenge  themfelves* 

In  the  midft  of  fo  many  misfortunes  with  which 
xjaey  wcj-e  overwhelmed,  the  firft  co^fol^ti^inr^^  Jc> 
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fuits  enjoyed,  was  to  hear  the  clamours  of  the  pro-    1768. 
yinces,  which  complained  that  fince  their  cxpulfion   " 
fhe  colleges  were  forfaken  in  feveral  places,  ncglefted 
in  moft  parts,  and  no  where  (o  well  maintained  as  by 
phefc  inftrudors.  Even  the  Philofophers — who,  con-   . 
fidering  nothing  in  that  event  but  the  good  of  hu- 
fnanity,  and  the  advancement  of  knowledge,  had  flat- 
tered themfelves  that  advantages  would  be  taken  of 
this  circumftance,  to  alter  and  improve  the  educa- 
tion of  youth,  againft  which  they  had  for  a  long 
while  exclaimed— difcovercd  that  the  only  motive  of 
the  Parliament  had  been  to  fatisfy  their  perfonal  ani- 
mofity,  and  that  they  had  never  in  view  fo  laudable 
?ind  patriotic  a  defign.     Skilful  in  deftroying,  they 
knew  not  how  to  rebuild  j  the  tedious  and  barren 
routine  of  the  claflTes  were  not  improved  j  the  matters 
were  perfons  of  no  eftimation,  or  fervile  mercenaries ; 
'  and  the  fcholars  continued  to  p^fs  the  prime  of  their 
life  in  difguft,  lamentation,  and  wearifomenefs.  '^ 

The   critical   fituation   in  which  the  Courts  of 
Magiftracy    were    foon    placed,    by    murmurs   of 
another   kind,   and   more  general,  giving  an  op- 
portunity to  the  Jefuits  to  intrigue  with   fuccefs, 
contributed  ftill  to  increafe  their  hopes.    M.  de  Ber- 
tin  had  fucceeded  M.  de  Silhouette  as  Comptroller 
peneral,  and  the  joy  of  having  got  rid  of  the  latter, 
who  was,  however,  undoubtedly  pofleffed  of  a  greater 
fhare  of  knowledge  aijd  theory  than  the  former,  ren- 
dered him  for  a  time  agreeable  to  the  nation.    He 
was  a  man  of  a  mild  difpoiition,  a  friend  to  palli- 
ative  remedies,  not  forefceing  the  more  confideraUe 
and  incurable  evils  that  might  refult  from  them. 
He  withdrew  thofe  legiflative  ads  of  his  pred-xeffor,    ^  ,^,^^^ 
ffhkh  had  occafioned  the  greateft  clamours ;  and     >76o* 
10  '  diough 
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tho]i^,hc^^WHtuted!}to  them  a- tbird  Jff«i^w^- ^>/ 
-  doubk  afd.  triple  increafe  of  the  capitationiy  as  wtell,  aar« 
aaadduiqn^  penny  *  per  livret  upon  the  qtiftoffiR 
of  thCjXarms,  yet  as  thofe  taxcsi  were  judged  lefs  inr 
tplerable  than  the  cruel  edi^  of  fubfidy,  which  had 
elicited  fuch  great  alarms,  he  acquired  the  ci-edit  of 
exerting  a  lefs  degree  of  tyranny.     Belidesj  every 
thing  was  laid  to  the  charge  of  M.  de  Silhouette,:- 
who,  by  the  irreparable  mifchief  he  had  done  to  pub-^ 
lie  credit  and  confidence,  had  rendered  thefe  refources> 
neceflary.     The  Magiftrates,  more   cpol  than   the, 
people — who  were  tranfported  with  atranlltory  deli-, 
rium  of  joy— ought  to  have  weighed  in  their  AiTcnnH 
bly  the  enormous  burthen,  of  the  taxes,  which  was, 
npt  yet  known.    Entirely  taken  up  with  their  prirt ' 
ygte  quarrels,  they  neglected  to  (lipulate  the  interefts]; 
of  the  nation,  and  regillered  without  making  any  4if^i 
iiculty.  In  this  manner  they  regillered  a  multitude  ol 
loans,  and  did  not  in  the  lead  examine  whatufe  wa&to' 
be  made  of  them*  they  did  not  examine  who  was  to 
pay  the  intcreft,  how  it  was  to  be  paid,  or  even  whc^r, 
thcr>.it  would  be  paid.     Dupes  were  found  who. 
brp^^ht  :in  their  money,  and  that  was  fufficient.  • 
lihe  Parliament  were  left  at  liberty  quietly  to  tor-^ 
ni$:at4he  Jefuits,  and,  to  reward. them  for  their  com-, 
piaifance,  th^ir  ridiculous  vanity  was  for  an  in(VanC> 
gratificd»t:>  f.:}f.  •  :_>,.', 4: i^aa/xi 

,  The  Parliament  of  Befan^on,  which  ha4  mpi^: 
vigour  than  that  of  Paris,  and  efpecially  more  pao-i-ji 
otifm,  was  agitated  with  an  intelline  divi(ion,  pniu:-.; 
cqiiot  of  thofe  fame  taxes,  which  they  had  re^^d  to 
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fter,  and  the  greateft  and  beil  pare,  of  it's  minnbers  1^68. 
•were  banifhed.  Thirty  of  them  had  detached  them-  ' 
fclves  from  their  Chief,  who,  by  a  monftrous  abufe^  ; '? ' ' 
united  at  the  fame  time  'u  his  peribn>  the  incompa- 
tible fundions  of  Firft  Prefident  and  Commiflary  for 
the  province,  that  is  to  fay,  Intendant.  This  Chief> 
who  was  M.  de  Boynes,  had  at  the  fame  time  an  in- 
delible ftain  fixed  upon  him,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Ma- 
giftracy,  from  having  been  Attorney  General  in  the 
Chambre  Royale.  All  the  Parliaments,  therefore,  inte- 
refted  themfelves  for  that  of  Befan^on  j  and,  when  the 
King  made  anfwer  to  that  of  Paris,  that  this  affair 
did  not  concern  them,  he  advanced  a  fyftem,  which> 
if  it  was  not  ancient,  had  at  lead;  fomething  fpecious 
in  it,  und  would  marvellouily  have  increafed  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  Magiftracy,  if  they  could  have  avail- 
ed themfelves  of  it*  They  anfwered — that  the  affair 
was  entirely  perfonal  to  them,  fmce  all  the  Parlia- 
ments compofcd  only  one  body,  divided  into  feveral 
clalTes*  Thofe  of  Provence  did  not  fail  to  adopt  with 
avidity  a  plan  of  union,  which  increafed  their  confe- 
quence,  and  aflimilated  them  to  the  Court  of  Peers. 
Eight  of  them  feconded  the  intreaties  of  this  laft* 
The  Council  would  not  adopt  this  pretention}  they 
combated  it  by  writiiigs  i  but,  however,  foon  giving 
way,  furnifhed  an  opportunity  to  the  Magiftrates  of 
extending  it.  The  King  recalled  the  exiled  ofHcers  of 
the  Parliament  of  Franche  Comtc,  and  gave  them  fa- 
tisfadion,  by  withdrawing  M.  de  Boynes  from  that 
Court,  in  order  to  appoint  him  Counfellor  of  State* 

This  ephemeral  triumph  of  the  Magiftrates  ws^ 
followed,  as  was  imagined  by  ctear-fighted  perfons* 
with  a  frelh  facrifice  of  the  national  intereft.  In 
a  Bc,d  of  Juilicc  holden,  by  making  the  King  break 
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t^fy*  hJ^nioft  foicmh  protoif^,  the  fecdnd  Vingtiim^,  whicfc 
wis  cb  ^cstic  iittmediatcly-bpbfi  &vt  celTatioii  of  hofti*- 
lkk9,  Uras  prbtehgcd  for  fix  years.  Other  burthen* 
wcreHibftitutcd  co  the  fuppre(Ron  of  the  third  Fing- 
ikme,  the  itfalt  of  which  was,  that  the  iubjefts  were 
t&piy  more  in  time  of  peace  than  they  did  iii  time 
of  war,  more  especially  as  the  taxes  fubftitmcd  were 
to  b«Tg!h  immediately,  while  thdfe  that  were  fiippref* 
&d  were  to  be  colkfted  for  upwards  of  fix  months 
t6  cor:c.  In  a  word,  the  people  were  impeded  upon, 
by  announcing  the  fincerc  views  of  reducing  all  the 
Impods  to  a  contribution,  equitable,  conftant,  and 
j^roportiondd  to  the  /alue  and  pnoduce  of  their  pro- 
j^rty :  a  vague  operation,  and  an  idle  phantom,  in^ 
tended  to  deceive  them  by  the  deJofive  profpeft  of 
advantageous  changes  in  future,  that  they  might^  be 
ittduced  to  fiapport,  with  left  impatience,  the  ertbr-^' 
ftious  btirthen  of  the  taxes  that  had  been  preftrvtd^; 
l*erf6n*^ho  *v(rcre  the  moft  inclined  tojudge  favour-^ 
iJBlf  of  the  interttioBS  of  Governnient,  could  notavbid 
'  ih¥ftklf^ihthi^  manner,  when  they  read  the  captfei'a^' 
,  3?(5>brrtf6n3M6f- the  cdifty-in  which,  very  farfrt>m^*i^ 
fci*ming  t^e  ^Bufes  the  Courts  had  fo  longeomplaihed 
ofy  th^'Weit  ofily  endeavoured  to  be  paWlated,  and 
pyfjietu^d;  by  diforder  and  eonftrfion,  by  arbitfsiry^ 
knd  cfandfcftiAeprofcecdirtgs.  r.c -^^s    a  rut 

^  If  the  Farti^ment  had  been  really  animated  With 
that  IJjjtit  df  patriotic  teal  which  thcy^  pretend^ 
fc  haV^i  if,  in  tWafluirs  of  the  nation^  thef  Ited 
ci^lftcid-the'rame  warmth  as  in  thofc  which  c«icc*med 
thteir  dignity,  or  the  private  paillons  of  fom6  6f  their 
miert^bers,  this  was  undotibtedly  the  opportunity  to  tt^' 
lufethe  regiftering  of  anything,  to  declare  themfelves 
incapable  of  it,  to  folicity  without  ccafing,  the  convoca^- 


k'^P     LEWIS     XV;      1 

tlo^pfthe  general  States  of  the  kingdom ;  and,  till 
that  ihould  be  cffe^l^d,  to  oppofe,  by  confining  them- 
ielves  to  their  real  fundidns,  the  iitipbfition  of  tixc^^ 
as  extraordinary  as  they  were  odious.  Thb  Coiirit  cif 
Aidfi  ^s  inftigated  by  higher  niotives^  andi  inftbad 
of  receivings  as  ufual,  the  example  from  the  Par- 
liamenti  had  given  it  to  them  *i  btit  in  Vain;  The 
Parliament  fuffered  themfelves  to  b&  ^gain  feduced, 
by  the  favours  which  were  beftdwed  upon  fonic  of 
their  members  very  opportunely,  who  appeared  to  be 
let  into  the  fccret  of  Adminiftration^  by  the  choice 
t^at  was  made  of  a  Comptroller  Generalj  taken  from 
among  them,  and  by  the  recent  confirmation  of  A 

diftinctlon  of  which  they  became  every  day  more 

•  .*    .  ',-■'■» 

vain*  --^  V(-t>».«»  <nt»  i. ..'..-,.., ^ 

•r^  iThe  pufiUanimity  of  M.  Bertin — which  had  not  al- ' 

lowed  hini  to  rcfufe  the  part  he  was  forced  to  aft,  iri 

rendering  him  the  inftrument  of  the  oppreiEon  of 

j^rance>  at  a  time  when  he  ought  to  have  enabled  her 

to  taftc  the  fweets  of  peace — made  hini  at  the  lame 

tiipc;  tremble  at  the  report  of  the  clamours  wMch 

arcfc  on  all  fides.  He  thought  to  quiet  them,*  on  one 

hand j  by  fhewing^  that  at  a  time  when  the  Stated  wa9 

teeming  with  projects  of  reformation  and  iniprovc- 

mcnt,  he  was  ferioufly  engaged  irt  this  falutary  .bafi- 

nefsi  and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  feeming  to  attcijld  to 

the  expolhilatidns  of  the  Magiftrates,  and  foftenihg 

the  rigorous  laws  againft  which  they  eicjaimcd*  Ac-? 

cprdingly,  he  caufed  a  declaration  from  the  ItJng  ti; 

be  carried  to  the  Parliament— given  upon  the  rcpre- 

fentationi  of  the  Courts,  in  interpretation  olT  thiel 

cdidts  of  the  preceding  month  of  May— ii|  whicb> 

^-^'laihearficlea  of  their  leznonftrances,  (cttledtJie  6th  of  Junn 
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r/hile  he  expatiated  with  fatisfa£tion  upon  the  ge<* 
ncrai  profpeft  with  which  the  people  were  ftill 
decoyed,  it  was  announced,  that  the  King  fuppref- 
Ted  the  one  per  cent,  fettled  at  the  la(^  Bed  of 
Juftice,  upon  landed  ellates ;  diminifhcd  the  duratioo 
of  the  yinpieme,  and  of  the  grants  of  the  towns ; 
and  was  taking  meafures  for  paying  off  the  debts  of 
the  State.  .   ^^ 

,  The  fanle  day  letters  patent  were  regiftered. 
Which  contained  the  eftablilhment  of  a  Committee, 
confiding  of  Magiflrates,  to  examine  intp  the  means 
of  obtaining  a  better  adminidration  of  the  finan- 

^,  T^he  people  were  too  outrageous  to  be  fatisfied 
with  decehful  promifes.  The  clamours  of  the  na- 
tion continuing,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  who  wilhed 
to  conciliate  the  Parliament,  was  the  firft  to  ad- 
vife  that  M.  Bertin  Ihould  be  fucceeded  by  a  Coun- 
lellor  of  that  Court.  Madame  de  Pompadour  adopt- 
ed the  fcheme ;  and  the  aftonifhment  was  great, 
when  ,  it  was  known  at  Paris,  that  M.  de  Laverdy* 
3^  fiery  Janfenift,  one  of  the  moft  violent  adverr 
faries  of  the  Jefuits,  w^s  Comptroller  General.  This 
was  no  difgrace  to  his  predeceffor  i  it  was  even  an 
honouriable  retreat,  which  the  Court  contrived  for 
hinn.  .,irhe  fourth  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  which 
had  been  fupprefledj  was  re-eftablifhed,  and  a  de- 
partment of  all  the  minute  parts  of  the  others  w^s 
formed  for  him  ;  a  trifling  adminiftration,  very  ana- 
logous to  his  trifling  turn  of  mind.         .*«^.     r  ,-  1 

The  choice  of  the  King  opened  the  career  ofanft- 
bition  to  all  the  Gentlemen,  and  there  was  not  a 
young  Counrellor  of  Inquefl:s  who  did  not  flajttqr 
himfelf  to  be  able  one  day  to  govern  the  State. 
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This  delirium  intoxicated  the  Parliament  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  make  them  forget  the  favourite  fyf- 
tem  they  had  conceived,  and  fuddenly  to  lofe  fight 
of  their  beft  interefts.  The  Parliaments  of  the  pro- 
vinces had  conducted  themfelves  with  infinitely 
more  propriety  in  the  afi^air  of  the  impofts.  They 
had  oppofed  a  courageous  refinance  to  illegal  prof* 
criptions,  and  braved  the  menaces  and  the  bar- 
barity of  feveral  Commandants  at  the  head  of 
thofe  military  expeditions.  Among  thefe,  the  Duke 
de  Fitz- James  had  particularly  fignalized  himfelf 
in  Languedoc,  and  had  carried  the  excefs  of  defpo- 
tifm  fo  far  as  to  put  the  members  of  the  Parlia- 
tnent  of  Touloufe  under  an  arreft  in  th^ir  houfcs. 
It  was  upon  this  occafion  that  his  fon,  having  me( 
the  Marquis  de  Royan,  who  had  jufl  been  dining 
in  a  houfe  where  there  were  feveral  of  them, 
afked  him,  whether,  fince  thofe  Gentlemen  had  been 
cooped  up,  he  found  them  fatter  ?  No,  anfwered  he, 
drily,  hut  they  appeared  very  great  to  me.  This  vi- 
gorous reply  occifioned  a  duel  between  thefe  two 
Noblemen,  in  >ifhich  the  former' was  wounded. 
V  However  this  may  be,  this  Company  could  not 
be  kept  for  ever  in  fuch  a  fituation ;  it  became  ne^ 
(ieflar}'  to  reftore  them  to  their  functions  j  and  their 
fifft  care  was  to  iflfue  a  warrant  for  perfonally  ap-^ 
prehending  their  tyrant.  But  as  he  was  a  Peer, 
Who  had  a  right  to  be  judged  by  his  Peers,  and  as 
the  moft  natural  and  readied  mode  of  calling  him 
up  was  near  the  perfon  of  the  King,  the  Parliament 
of  Touloufe  referred  the  whole  proceeding  to  that 
of  Paris,  in  order  that  the  trial  of  the  Duke  de  Fitz- 
faints  mi^ht  be  continued,  finijhed^  and  completed.    It 
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1768.  was  impo0^)lc  %o  behav«  with  more  mo^cFfttion  ^n4 
attention.  The  Aflinifters,  however,  thinking  thi« 
a  favourable  opportunity  of  creating  difTentipn^ 
^ong  the  Magi&racy,  advifed  his  Majefly  to  per- 
mit the  Princes,  Dukes,  and  Peers,  to  go  to  th^ 
Palais,  tp  aicknowledge  the  Parliament  of  the  ca- 
pital to  be  en^inently  and  folely  the  eflfencial  Court 
pf  Peers ;  and  accordingly,  to  give  them  to  under- 
ijiand,  that  the  Magiflrates  pf  Touloufe  had  in- 
i;fpaehcd  upon  their  rights.  The  vanity  of  the 
Cp^mfellors  of  Paris,  feduced  pr  intoxicated  with 
llie  perfuafive  yrords  of  the  Monarch,  made  them 
ays^il  themfelves  of  fo  precious  an  acknowledgment 
from  him.  Without  any  regard  to  the  fyftcm  of 
qnity  which  they  had  fo  recently  adopted,  they  an- 
nulled the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament  ptf  Tp^r 
ipyfe^  a^d  declared  that  body  npt  competent  to 
Uka  cpgnizar^e  pf  an  ^ffaif  cpncerning  {^  member 
pf  the  Pei^ragef  oj  5iom  fenR.^ 

^<>^AfKr  this,  by  an  efFufipn  pf  gratitude  fpr  the  fi- 
your  tlicy  had  received  from  the  Coqit,  thi^y  hti^ 
1)^  cprnplftifance  not  to  fpllpw  up  the  proceeding^ 
Ugainfl:  the  Dulte  de  Fitz* James,  and  tp  iuffer  hini 
^o  enjoy  hit  triumph,  without  even  attain  ting  him^ 
to    they    did  fome    years   after   with  refpeft;  to 
|hc  Duke  d^Aiguillon.    This  attempt  againft  the 
jrights  pf  the    pthcr  Parliaments,  awakened  their 
^^{fc^'l'almpft  all  pf  them  iflued  decrees^  containing 
'pft>teft»  i^atnil:  the  pretention  pf  the  Parliament 
^^  Paris*    Eren  the  latter,  having  recovered  ^m 
^fhair  8rft  «n<hufiafm,  endeavoured  to  cprrecEt  what 
liJ^  alarming  in  their  decifion,  by  acknowkd^rig, 
th^tthw  dignity  of  folc  and  pnly  Cpurt  pf  Peers, 
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ought  not  to  diflblve  the  fraternity  between  memw 
bers  who  all  compofed  one  and  the  fame  corps. 
Senfible  men  laughed  at  this  inconfiftency,  andfe^ 
veral  of  the  Parliaments  were  (o  much  exafperate4 
at  it,  that  they  renounced  an  alTociation,  which  onv 
]y  procured  them  the  burden,  without  letting  them 
enjoy  the  honours.  u  «ritoi  !?^,c? 

^^  The  Magiftracy,  having  loft  by  this  want  of 
unity,  a  part  of  the  flrength  they  had  acquired  for 
ten  or  twelve  years  pad,  their  enemies  redoubled 
their  efibrts  againflr  them.  They  exaggerated  to  the 
Court  the  incroachments,  the  ufurpations,  which 
they  es^cry day  made  upon  authority;  they  repre- 
(ented  them  to  the  people,  as  thinkiiig  of  nothing 
but  their  own  grandeur,  and  neglecting  the  righ;cs 
and^  imerefts  of  the  nation,  whenever  their  refinance 
"could  cati  in  queftion  either  their  liberty  or  their 
prerogatives.  In  a  word,  they  endeavmired  more 
and  more  to  foment  the  difcord  between  th<  dtvetal 
Parliaments,  being  convinced,  that  the  only  fxlethod 
fto:defth)y  them,  was  to  attack  them  one  after  the 
other.  They  at  length  fucceeded,  by  iichi8"i9naRag^^ 
ment,  but  after  a  great  deal  of  perfeveranceia  v^i* 
riccy  of  intrigues,  diHiculties,  and  cominotions-: 
before  that  great  event  took  plase»i€veral  years 
elapfed»  each  of  them  fertile  in  fads  worthy  idf^the 
attention  of  the  reader,  ^^Ito    om    to   Hfd^s^a 

^n:  Among  the  fatal  confequences  of  th^  wjf&rtuna^ 
war  which  was  juft  concluded,  we  mvtfk  £«ck6ii  t«i50 
trials^  which  might  be  called  nation^  caule%  iod 
which  engaged  for  a  long  while  the  attention -©f 
the  public.  That  of  the  Canadians  firib*  began. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  war,  the  Goternmcnt,:  fa- 
tigued wi;h  the  murmurs    and  complaints  which 
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otme  from  all  parts,  in  order  to  quiet  in  fome  de- 
gree the  ferment  occafioned  by  fo  many  difafters, 
loiTes,  and  faults,  determined  to  make  an  example. 
But,  too  weak  to  attack  the  abufes  in  their  fource, 
and  to  punifti  the  great  criminals,  they  fought  for 
victims  who  were  not  fo  powerfully  furroundcd,  and 
whofe  punifliment,  however,  would  be  likely  to 
make  an  iippreffion  by  their  pofts,  and  by  the  na^ 
turc  and  number  of  their  crimes.  M.  Berrycr,  who 
adted  with  th^  fame  precautions,  and  who,  naturally 
harih  and  ill-natured,  was  often  held  back  by  the 
fear  of  doing  an  injury  to  himfelf,  found  every 
thing  that  was  requiried  in  the  Chiefs  «^nd  A^n^ini^ 
ftrators  of  Canada,  nil 

Before  the  lofs  of  this  colony,  he  had  often  rct 
ceiyed  memorials,  fetting  forth  the  deplorable  (late  ift 
Wajf  in :  "  the  whole  country,"  it  was  faid,  **  is  ready: 
*^  to  bear  teftimony  of  the  malverfations,  which  havc^ 
^'  been  and  are  daily  committed  in  it.  You  may: 
■'judge  of  them  from  the  large  fupplies  you  have  fent«, 
f'  and  the  extreme  indigence  we  are  opprcft  with»i 
**,yQW  ntijiy  judge  of  them  from  the  rapid  fortunes. 
*f.  they  have  given  rife  to ;  fortunes  raifed  at  the^. 
^'  e^pcnce  of  the  Kii^;  who  has  exhauftedhis  cof- 
*'  fers  tQ  nqprifti  us,  and  give  us  ftrength  to  fight j 
"in  his  caufe,  while  we  are  perifliing  with  fanzine,' 
"  and  thefe  men  are  feeding  themielves  fat  upon 
''pur  fubftance."  The  Minifter,  already  enraged 
z^  ^hp  enormity  of  the  fums  his  predeceffors  had, 
gr^ntjcd*  s^§  well  4s  thofe  which  he  was  obliged  to 
reimt,  in  fpite  of  his  plan  of  general  ceconomy— and ; 
ftjU  rr>ore  at  the  debits  that  remained  to  be  pay'4j : 
even  after  the  lofs  of  the  colony  —  and  being 
befides  informed,  beypnd  a  polfibility  pf  doubt, 
^'    -:  tQ 
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to  what  an  cxccfs  the  evil  V-^d  grown  up,  (for  both  1768. 
principals  and  fubalterns  had  given  him  an  accovint 
of  them,  in  hopes  of  exculpating  theml'elves,  aAd 
fixing  the  blame  upon  others)  began  by  making  t 
direft  attack  upon  the  Intendant.  This  was  M. 
Bigot,  a  man  of  high  birth,  fon  of  a  Counfellof, 
who  died  Subdean  of  the  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux, 
and  grandfon  of  the  principal  Regifter  of  that  body, 
a  near  relation  of  the  Count  de  Marville.  That 
Minifter  had  given  him  a  place  in  the  civil  de- 
partment of  the  navy,  and  his  younger  brother 
was  employed  in  the  military  branch.  The  cldeftj 
after  having  paiTed  through  the  fird  places  in  that 
line,  was  appointed  by  the  Count  de  Maurepas, 
Dire&ing  Commiflary  at  Louift)ourg.  He  was  there 
in  the  ycir  t7^-S»  when  that  fortrefs  fell  into  the 
hand«  of  the  enemy,  and  was  accufed  at  that  time 
of  having  been  in  part  the  caufe  of  the  mutiny^  of 
the  garrifbn  *,  who  were  enraged  at  feeing  others  ap- 
propriating to  themfelves  the  fruits  of  their  labours, 
by '  depriving  them  of  the  pay,  which  the  King  al- 
loi^  ibr  building  and  repairing  the  foi^eificatibns. 
As  the  connplairit,  however,  lay  equally  •^gainft'ihe 
Governor  and  the  inferior  ofHc^rs,  wha  niuft  tlu^«- 
fore  have  been  included  in  the  procefs^-as  the  Mi- 
nifter was  a  mild  man,  an  enemy  to  noife,  and  not 
ready  to  give  into  all  reports — and  likewifc  as  there 
would  have  been  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  perhaps 
an  impolBbility,  to  get  at  proofs  of  a  fa6^,  in  which 
all  the  principal  officers  were  combined  againft  the' 
foldiers—  in  a  word,  as  the  luftre  of  France  at  that 
tioie  extinguifhed  even  it's  difgraces,  the  accufation 
was  dropt,  and  M>  9igQt>  at  the  peace,  was  appoint- 
'■^.iCiUVL  •  ■     ■     cd 
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176$*  *d  Intendant  of  New  France.  Unfortunately,  h» 
"~— ~"  acquired  by  impunity  only  more  refolution  to  corn- 
mit  mifdcmcanours,  in  a  colony,  where,  by  it's  dif- 
tancc  from  the  metropolis — with  which  it  has  not 
any  communication  during  eight  months  in  the 
year — a  great  man  has  necefTarily  almoO:  an  un- 
limited authority.  The  number  of  polls  it  con- 
fifts  of,  fo  remote  from  each  other,  are  equally 
favourable  to  his  private  fchemcs  and  machina* 
tionsi  and  that  mercantile  turn,  which  the  office 
itfclf  requires,  incrcafes  of  courfe,  and  may  even 
give  birth  to  rapacioufnefs,  in  a  heart  fufceptible  of 
that  paflion.  The  exchange  of  various  European 
commodities  for  (kins,  and  other  merchandife,  the 
produce  of  the  country — the  prefents  for  the  favagies 
•M-the  fubnilence  of  the  troops  and  inhabitants--^H 
which  depends  almofl  entirely  upon  the  Intendart^, 
■to  whom  the  fupplies  from  Europe  arc  configned, 
form  a  detail  fo  complicated,  as  not  to  be  developed 
by  an  ordinary  man,  and  furniih  a  mod  fpecious 
atid  advantageous  cloak  to  fraud.  M.  Bigot  hud 
anratled  hlmfelf  of  his  opportunities  with  fuch  ftic* 
pdt,  that  he  was  become  very  r^ch,  and  with  him 
many  others,  becaufe  this  detention  of  publie  tnoney 
eannot  be  cffeftcd  without  the  co-operation  ttf 
afliftants,  agents,  and  underftrappers,  WJhd  are  atl 
equally  aftiye,  Ibnictimes  even  more  fo  than  their 
principals.  But  the  principals  are  commonly  the 
^-  objeds  of  attention  and  complaint.  M.  Bigot  was 
abftird  enough  not  even  to  conceal  his  riches,  and 
to  keep  up  the  moft  fpendid  and  extravagant  ap- 
-pearance  in  the  midft  of  univerfal  diftrefs*  In  the 
time  of  the  greatcft  fcarcity  he  h^d  ^  tab^  6f  twenty 

"  -        J-"'^  •  ■    '  ':■--  ■■:,  <:0yersa 
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(overi>  a  table  fu/Hcient  for  the  maintenance  of 
two  hundred  colonifts.  M.  Berryer,  informed  of  the 
luxury  and  prodigality  of  the  Intendant,  had  writ- 
ten to  him  in  thefe  terms :  "  I  beg  of  you  to  reBed 
f*  ferioudy  on  the  manner,  in  which  that  part  of 
"  the  adminiflration,  which  is  intruded  to  you» 
*'  has  been  conducted ;  it  is  of  more  importance 
"  than  you  imagine."  The  hint  was  throwfi  away^ 
having  efcaped  a  more  prelling  danger  in  the  affair 
of  Louifbourg,  where  he  was  exprefsly  accufed  by.  all 
fhe  troops  of  the  colony,  he  flattered  himfelf  with 
a  more  cafy  efcape,  at  a  time  when  the  continual 
{Changes  in  the  Miniflry  were  likely  foon  to  rid  him 
pf  fo  troublefome  a  fpy  upon  his  adions.  Add  to 
thisi  ^hat,  being  far  richer  than  he  was  before,  he 
liad  more  certain  and  more  powerful  means  of  jufr* 
tification  to  a  corrupt  Court ;  and  the  general  coa- 
fufion  of  afi^airs  was  likely  to  cail  fo  thick  a  veil 
over  his  nialverfations,  that  he  thought  it  impoflible 
for  any  one  to  betray  him.  Encouraged  by  fuch  $. 
fiumber  of  refourccs,  he  left  Canada,  and,  notwithr 
^{inding  the  menacing  letters  of  the  Minifter,  rqpair:- 
e4r  to  Yerfailles ;  he  waited,  upon  him,  and  deoiaj^dr 
pd,  payment  for  bills  of  exchange,  which  he  brought 
yf'idi.  him^  reprefenting  them  as  the  more  facred^  a9 
Jbeing  thiq  produce  of  his  own  appointmentSj.  which 
he  had  laid  out  in  corn  and  proviAon^  for  the 
fiolony.  Not  daunted  by  the  filence  of  the ,  Mi- 
i)ii(l:er,  he  produced  part  of  his  wealth  to  public 
yiewi  he  difpofed  of  his  n^oney,  purchafed  lands^ 
and  difpUyed  his  magnificence  even  at  the  gates  of 
Yerfailles.  .In  the  midfl:  of  this  apparent  fecurity^ 
||ie  detention  pf  Cadet,  Commiflary  General  of  pro- 
YJ^ops  in  Canada,  involved  hims  on  the  accufation 
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of  this  prifoner,  he  was  arrefted,  and  c?6ndufted  t6 
the  Baftile.  A  month  after,  there  appeared  letters 
patent,  in  the  preamble  of  which  it  was  fet  forth ; 
"  that  the  King  had  been  informed  of  monopolies, 
"  abufes,  vexations,  and  prevarications,  committed 
**  in  his  North  American  colonies,  and  particularly 
^*  in  that  of  Canada,  from  which  great  injury  had 
'*  arifen  to  the  faid  colonies,  and  many  of  the 
"  inhabitants  had  been  ruined ;  and  that  thefe  crimes 
"  were  the  more  deferving  of  punifhment,  as  fomc 
"  of  the  perfons  fufpefted  had  made  ufe  of  the  name 
**  and  authority  of  his  Majefty,  to  efFeft  them." 
After  this  declaration,  the  King  ordered  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Chatelet  to  try  the  authors,  accom- 
plices, abettors,  and  perfons  concerned  in  the  faid 
crimes,  which  included  upwards  of  fifty  guilty 
people  of  every  rank,  among  which  was  the  Go- 
vernor, the  Intendant,  feventeen  Commandants  of 
pofts,  two  CommifTaries  of  the  navy,  one  Goun-^ 
fellor  in  the  Council  fuperior  of  Quebec,  &c.  In 
general,  thefe  Connmittees  are  odious  j  but  they 
arc  lefs  {Oy  when  the  members  of  them  are  chofen 
from  among  the  ordinary  Judges.  Befides,  in  a  trial- 
ib  long,  and  fo  complicated  as  this  was,  it  was 
necefiary  to  endeavour  to  abridge  the  judicial  forma-" 
lities,  and  it  was  not  pofTible  to  interrupt  the  whole 
courfe  of  juftice,  for  an  inquiry  which  might  1  aft 
fome  years.  The  Prefident  of  this  Committee 
was  to  be  M.  de  Sartine,  then  Lieutenant  of  Po- 
lice, who,  from  the  nature  of  his  place,  from  the 
fpirit  of  cunning  of  which  he  was  naturally  poflefled^ 
and  which  he  had  manifefted  in  a  particular  manndr 
upon  this  occafion,  and  from  the  feveral  interro- 
gatories which  he  had  already  put  to  the  principal 
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perfons  accufcd.  Teemed  the  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  1768. 
Chatelet  the  moft  proper  for  this  fundion.  M;  Du- 
pont,  Counfellor  at  the  Chatelet,  was  the  Recorder  s 
and  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  a  Magi- 
ftrate  more  enlightened  in  fuch  matters,  more  up- 
right, better  acquainted  with  forms,  more  poffefied 
of  the  fpirit  of  order,  detail,  and  chicanery,  necef* 
fary  for  the  purpofe,  and  efpecially  endowed  with  a 
more  indefatigable  fhare  of  patience.  The  King's 
Attorney  was  not  fo  much  liked ;  he  was  full  of 
wit,  but  his  probity  being  already  too  much  fuf- 
pedted,  appeared  likely  to  give  way  to  a  tempta- 
tion too  difficult  for  him  to  be  expofed  to,  even 
had  it  been  more  confirmed :  he  had  been  appoint- 
ed Attorney  General  of  the  commiffion.  The  try- 
ing of  this  caufe,  upon  the  event  of  which,  France, 
Europe,  and  even  America,  were  attentive,  lailed 
three  years.  The  fentence  did  not  anfwer  to  the 
concern  the  public  took  in  it.  Upon  the  whole, 
a  reftitution,  was  ordered  to  the  King  of  about 
twelve  millions  *.  The  Marqtiis  de  Vaudreuil 
ftood  acquitted  of  the  accufation,  and  in  his  owa 
perfon  he  defervcd  it :  but  his  weaknefs,  both  with  re*- 
fpeft  to  his  coUegue  the  Intendant,  whofe  extortions 
he  could  not  be  ignorant  of,  as  well  as  to  the  officers 
more  immediately  fubjeft  to  his  orders,  was  highly 
reprehenfible.  M.  Bigot,  the  Intendant-*- Varin,  Di-- 
refling  Commiflary  at  Montreal — and  Breard,  Comp*; 
troller  of  the  navy  at  Quebec,  being  convifted  of 
having  tolerated,  encouraged,  and  themfelves  com-? 
mitted,  during  their  admin iftration,  the  abufes,  mif-r 
demeanors,  prevarications,   and    embezzlements  ia 

■  .  ■  -"     '  •  Five  hundred  thoufand  poundi,  aj.,j,      '^^ 
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ij6Z*    that  pare  of  finances  mentioned  in  the  trial,  wer^ 
'  only  pimifhed  with  banifhrnentj  Ibmc  oftccrs  werii 

merely  «draoDiihcd>  though  judged  to  have  been: 
privy  to.  the  robberies  cocnmitted  againft  the  King^ 
and  to  have  partaken  of  them.  But  the  moft  aftonifk^* : 
ing  inftancc  was  that  of  M.  Pean,  the  Town  Majorj 
who,   though  condemned  to  a  reftitution  of  fix  hun« 
dred  thouiand  livres  *  to  the  King,  was  not  ftig'^' 
matized  with  the  imallefi:  mark  of  infamy^     The 
Commifiioneis  apologized  for  the  mildnefs  of  theit 
fcntence,  upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  law 
exifting  which  gave  them  authority  to  pronounce 
fentence  of  death  in  fuch  a  cafe.    Yet  they  might 
at  leaft  have  compared  the  crime  of  the  Canadians 
with  that  of  domeftic  theft  i   and  every  one  knowsf 
*     that  a  poor  maid-^fervant,  who  ileals  a  napkin  froeei^ 
,   f       her  miftrefs,  is  hanged  for  it.     As  to  the  reflitucion^> 
' '        of  the  twelve  millions  f,  which  was  ordered,  therei 
is  great  reafon  to  think  that  fcarce  any  part  of  it-; 
ever  came  into  the  King's  coffers.    Cadets  the  Com-" 
mifiary  General,  was  to  pay  in  fix  millions  J  for  his' 
lliare ;  but  he  had  a  demand  upon  Government  fof  • 
ten  or  eleven  (|.     To  fettle  the  account,  he  Was  re-T 
mftatedin  his  office  j  and  M.  Gerbier,  his  Advocate^' 
was  the  perfon  who  profited  moft  by  this  bufinefs ; 
his  fees  amounted  to  three  hundred  thoufand  litVj;es§.-^ 
PennifFcaulc,  his  clerk,  had  had  the  precaution  to 
provide  himfelf  with  a  pretty  wife,  who  had  had  the 

•  Twency-fire  thoufand  pounds, 
f  Five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
I  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufa.id  pounds. 
H  From  four  hundred  thoufand  to  upwards  of  four  hundred  ari'd 
fifty  thoufand  pounds. 
§  Twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  pound»»  ' 
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good  fortune  tb  make  herielf  agreeible  ta  the  Duke 
de  Choifeul  i  fhc  obtained  for  her  huft)and  letters  6( 
juii;ificatlc>n>  which  exculpated  him  totally,  and  pre- 
ferved  to  him  the  fraudulent  acquifitions  he  had 
been  forced  to  f[ive  up.  One  of  Breiird's  font  af- 
terwards married  a  relation  of  this  Minifter.  Th(S 
Intefidant  only,  who  was  judged  with  fo  much  feve- 
rity,  was  one,  who  being  an  old  batchelor,  and 
having  neither  wife  nor  daughter  to  proftitute,  wa4 
therefore  obliged  to  fubmit  to  his  punilhment,  with* 
out  ever  being  able  tc  return  to  France..  - 

The  trial  of  M.  Lally,  which  we  have  already 
announced,  began  later,  and  lafted  longer.  The 
perfon  acciifed  was  much  more  conliderablet  and  his 
accufcrs  were  not  only  the  public  adminiftration, 
but  all  India,  of  which  the  latter  was  only  the 
^ent.  The  baiis  of  the  accufation  was  a  petition 
prefented  to  the  King,  by  the  Governor  and  the  Su* 
perior  Council  of  Pondichcrry,  upon  their  return^ 
wherein,  complaining  that  they  had  been  injured 
to  excefs,  in  their  honour  and  in  their  repn^tatioo^ » 
by  the  imputations  of  M.  ue  Lally,  they  demanded 
juftice  from  his  Majefty,  and  a  tribunal  which  might 
render  it  to  them.      •     .      <>*;i^>?r'  •       "-i^^^ 

This  petition  was  fupported  by  a  mcHfiorial,  tcftd-' 
ing  to  prove,  "  That  the  Council,  and  the  unfor** » 

tunace  colony  of  India,  had  been  crufhed,  frocnthe 

beginning  to  the  end,  by  the  authority  of  s  deC- 
"  potic  mailer,  who  had  never  known  the  rules  of 
*'  prudence,  honour,  nor  even  of  humainity  ; — that 
'*  Count  Lally  alone  was  accountable  for  all  the 
*'  dire6lion  and  adminiftration  of  the  Company, 
"  both  within  and  without,  and  for  all  the  revenues^ 

cftates,   and  dependencies    of  which   they   were 
boo2  .  "  poffefled 
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'' pofleiTed  I— >thtc  he  was  accountable  f^f  »the  lofs 
"  of  Pondichcrry,  fince  r '• .  town  had  only>-HuiTen- 
*'  dcred  for  want  of  provihons,  and  that  he  only 
'*  was  in  pofleifion  of  the  means  to  procure  fome, 
:**  namely>  the  money  to  buy  them,  the  profits  of 
*<  the  lands,  the  produce  of  the  harveft,  and  the 
"troops  to  proteft  them."  In  a  word,  nine  capital 
articles  were  brought  againll  him  in  this  memorial, 
proving,  according  to  the  accufcrs,  more  than  inca- 
pacity. 

p  M.  de  Lally,  informed  that  thofe  complaints  werC 
attended  to  at  Court,   repaired  to  Fontainebleau. 
He  was  told  that  it  was  in  agitation  to  fend  him  to 
the  Baftile;   this   information  did    not   intimidate 
Jiim.     He  wrote   a  itrong  letter  to  the  Duke  de 
-Choifeul,  in  which  he  declared,  that  he  fubmitted 
his  life  and  his  innocence  to  the  King.     He  was  ar- 
reted j  fcvcral  months  pafTed  before  he  was  interro- 
gated, and,  if  Madame  de  Pompadour  had  lived,  he 
would  perhaps  have  been  releafed  f?om  his  prifon 
jwith  glory,  or  at  lead  with  impunity. 
-    By  a  fingular  incident,  the  affair  w;ls  immediately 
put  into  a  regular  train  of  juftice.     Ajefuit — for 
fome  of  them  were  to  be  found  every  where — named 
Father  Lavaut,  dying  at  the  time  cf  the  fubverfion 
of  the  Societyj  at  the  India  houfe,  where  he  had 
ipbtaincd  a  lodging,  as  Miffionary  formerly  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Company,  the  Parliament  caufed  the 
feals  to  be   put  upoh   his  lodgings.     Among  th^ 
papers  of  this  apoftolic  Prieft  were  found  titit  ond 
million  two  hundred  thoufand  livres  *  in  bills,  an4 
a  memorial  againft  Count  Lally.    An  anecdote  curi- 
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ous  enovgh>  on  this  Aibjedbj  is  mehtioned  in  the 
pleas  of  die  Count,  and  deferves  credit,  as  it  is 
iupported  hy  the  teftimony  of  an  eye-^itnefs  6f  the 
moft  refpeftable  charader  *.  The  difciple  of  Igna- 
tius, being  a  cautious  man,  and  not  knowing  what 
might  happen  in  Europe  on  the  arrival  of  the  Ge- 
neral, who  by  his  influence  might  intimidate,  or 
confound  his  accufers,  had  drawn  up  two  writing!, 
cither  of  which  he  meant  to  produce,  accord- 
ing to  circumftanccs.  Although  he  was  far  from 
being  interefted  in  favour  of  Count  Lally,  the  firft 
of  thefr  writings,  which  was  the  one  feen  by  the 
of&cer  juft  mentioned,  contained  great  eulogiums  of 
the  Count.  The  fecond  prefented  the  reverfe  of  the 
medal.  As  foon  as  the  Jefuit  was  affured  of  the 
^rogrefs  and  fuccels  of  the  plot  formed  againft  the 
p-ifoner,  he  probably  burnt  the  apology,  -nd  only 
ktpt  the  libel.  It  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  At- 
toiiiey  General,  who  accufed  Count  Lally  of  extor- 
tions, oppreffions,  abufes  of  authority,  and  even  of 
high  treafon.  A  decree  was  iflued,  which  referred 
the  affair  to  the  Chatelet,  fave  under  an  appeal  to 
the  Court.  Upon  this  the  King,  very  wavering,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,  about  the  proper  fteps  to  be 
taken,  and  who  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  Iwayed  by 
circumftanccs,  caufed  fomc  firft  letters  patent  to  be 
expedited,  the  motive  of  which  was  the  neceflity  of 
tracing  the  misfortunes  in  India  to  their  fburce. 
His  Majcfty  faid  in  the  preamble,  "  As  in  a  great 
**  number  of  memorials  prefented  to  us,  it  has  been 
^  Ikidj  that  thofe  loflesj  fo  multiplied,  and  at  the 

*  The  Marquis  de  Montmorency,  at  pre(ent  an  officer  in  the 
Body  Guards,  and  aho  has  fonnwiy  fervcd  in  India. 
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"  fame  time  fo  fatal,  had  been  occafioned  by  de- 
"  predations,  extortions,    and  embezzling  of  mo- 
*' ney,    it   behoves  our  juftice,   that  thofe  crimes 
"  fhould  be   inquired    into    by    judicial    proceed- 
"  ings."     Thiis,  according   to  the  literal  accepta- 
tion  of  thefe  patents,  the  inquiry  tended  only  to 
difcover  the  crime  wherever  it  might  exift.    It  was 
not  direfted  fpecially  againft  any  particular  perfon 
accufed ;  it  was  to  comprehend,  in  general,  all  the 
crimes  committed  in  India,  'with  regard  to  the  admini- 
firation  and  the  commerce  of  the  Company y  whether  be- 
fore or  after  the  fending  of  the  troops  comrnanded  by 
Count-Lalk:  and  the  Grand  Chamber  alTembled  was 
the  tribunal  defigned  to  take  cognizance  of  them. 
In  thefe  firft  letters  we  may  flill  difcover  the  pro- 
tedting  hand  which  fuppdrted  Count  Lally ;  but  in 
the  fecorid,  we  fee  no  more  of  it,  becaufe,  in  fa£b,  it 
exifted.  1I6  longer  *.     In  thefe  he  is  indicated  and 
named  as  the  only,  or  at  leaft  the  principal  cul- 
prit j  the  reft  to  be  taken  notice  of,  were  merely  his 
accomplices  and  adherents.     This  was  an  effential 
^  point  gained  by  his  enemies,  who,  by  this  contriv- 
ance, invalidated  the  information  of  ubules   made 
by  the  General,  ^nd,  from  being  accufed,  became 
thus  the  accui'jrs.     The  reafon  of  this  was— that  they 
were  ac  liberty; — that,  being  better  arj.ialnted  than 
he,  wl  h  th?  ufe  that  could  be  made  of  cne  enormous 
fums  iney  had  eirhe    acquired  at  purloined,  they, 
had  VHribu.ed  their  gold  with  profufioni — in  a 

*^  Macaue  de  Pompadour  did  not  Indeed  die  till  the  15th  of 
April,  but  (he  lingered  for  fix  weeks,  and  no  more  took  the 
fame  iaterell  in  affairs  as  (he  would  have  done  at  brother 
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word,  that  being  united  by  the  powerful  motive  of 
perfonal  defence,  they  formed  a  confederacy  not  to 
be  deftroyed.     It  cannot  otherwife  be  accounted  for, 
that,  among  the  multitude  of  difhoneft  fervants  of 
the  India  Company,  who  mod  of  them  returned  im- 
menfely  rich>  when   the  Company  itfelf  was  ruined 
— who  were  moft  of  them  indicated  to  Count  LalJy, 
at  his  departure,  by  the  adminiftration  in  Europe, 
as  prevaricators,  in  a  memorialj  containing  intereft- 
ing  particulars  upon  the  character  and  qualifications 
of  the  feveral  perfons-,  with  this  frequent  claufe  at 
the  end  of  each  article.  He  does  not  forget  himfelf^ 
there— "^ho  were  moft  of  them  acknowledged  to  be 
corrupt — who  were  informed  againft  by  the  Chiefs 
and  denounced  to  that  fame  Company  for  depreda- 
tions, of  which  the  Count  pretended  he  had  obtained 
proofs : — it  cannot  Otherwife,  let  us  repeat,  b^  ac- 
counted for,  that,  among  this  multitude,   not  one 
man  of  them  fhould  have  been  puniflied,  and  that 
the  fword  of  jtiftice  fliould  only  have  fallen  upon  him, 
before  whofc  arrival  thefe  enormities  exifted,  and 
who  was  fent  to  difcover  and  chaftize  them.  hh 

"  .    However  this  may  be,  after  the  enormous  appara- 
tus which  fuch  a  trial  required,  the  Recorder  made 
his  report,  which  was  a  mafter-piece,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Magift rates  who  hear'd  it,  but  which,  un- 
doubtedly, contained  many  blunders,  to  a  failor,  a 
foldier,  or  a  geographer,  who  might  read  it.     The 
Recorded  was  M.  Pafquier,  the  fame  who  had  made 
the  report  of  the  affair  of  Damiens,    He  was  very 
-expert  in  the  labyrinth  and  chicanery  of  the  law>, 
*'very  dextrous  and  fubtle  j  and  at  the  iame  time  was 
an' old  mart,  fubjefl:  to  prejudices,  btadilrohg,  vio- 
lent, and  choleric,  and  of  a  difpofition  totally  oppo-*; 
V         ^  G  2  iitfi 
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fite  to  the  phlegmatic  and  difpaiTionate  t^rn  of  the 
Recorder  of  the  Canadians.  M.  de  Lally  had  moftof 
thefame  faults,  which  occafioned  many  warm  contel^s 
between  thcfe  two  pcrfons  in  the  interrogatories.. 
Among  men  of  fuch  a  caft,  the  refult  is  frequently  a 
leaven,  which  ferments  in  fecret,  and  which  makes 
them  very  dangerous  when  they  are  Judges ;  and  in- 
finitely more  fo,  if,  when  charged  with  the  deve- 
lopement  of  fo  intricate  an  affair,  their  report  is  not 
diredted  by  the  moft  precife  impartiality.    M.  Paf* 
quier  has  been  reproached  with  this  f.    This  Coun- 
fcUor,  however,  could  not  produce  any  crime  fuffiy 
ciently  pofitive,  efpecially  upon  the  matter  of  high 
treafon,  to  fubjedb  the  accujed  to  the  pain  of  death* 
by  adhering  to  the  letter  of  the  law.     But  he  rcpre« 
fented  to  the  Judges,  that  in  a  trial  of  this  nature^ 
befidc  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice,  which  ought 
not  to  be  of  their  competency,  they  muft  raife  them- 
felves  above  the  law,  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  the  le- 
gidator,  and,  pronouncing  according  to  the  great 
views  of  Adminiftration,  make  a  ftriking  example  o£ 
an  illuftrious  criminal.     His  colleagues,  inSamed  by 
his  difcourfe,  became  fanguinary,  and  Count  Lally^ 
was  condemned  to  be  beheaded.  The  manner  in  whichr 
he  hac}  been  interrogated  ought  to  have  prepared 
him  for  this  intelligence :  ftript  of  his  Grand  Crofs* 
of  his  Riband,  and  placed  upon  the  ftool,  it  fol*^ 
lowed,  that  the  fentence  of  the  Judges  tended  a( 
lead  to  corporal  punifhment.    He  could  not  bear 
vp  againft  this  decree  of  infamy  :  covered  with  four- 
teen fears,  hpw  hsird  was  his  deftiny,  to  fall  into  the 

f  Gee  the  manafcript  memorial  of  the  Count  de  ToUcndaV 


natural  fon  of  Count  Lally. 
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hands^ofthc  executioner!  When  the  fcntencc  was     I'^SJ* 
tead  to  him,  at  the  chapel  of  the  prifon^  not^  being  "■"" 
able  to  contain  himfelf  for  rage^  lie  uttered  the  moil 
horrid  imprecations  againft  heaven  and  earth,  againft 
his  Judges,  and  efpecially  againit  his  Recorder^ 
Then,  afluming  to  appearance  fentiments  of  refigna- 
tion,  he  defired  he  might  be  allowed  to  pray,  and  iti 
this  interval,  with  the  help  of  the  point  of  a  compafs, 
which  he  had  concealed  in  his  great  coat,  he  at- 
tempted to  reach  his  heart.   He  was  prevented,  and 
deprived  a(  the  means  of  executing  his  projeft^ 
which,  at  any  rate,  was  not  certainly  well  formed, 
for  otherwife  he  would  have  taken  a  more  efFedtual 
tniethod.    However  this  may  be,  the  cuilom  is,  that 
as  fpon  as  a  criminal  has  hear'd  his  fentencc,  he  re- 
mains from  that  time  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  execu-*- 
tioncr,  who  is  perfonally  refponfible  for  him.      ^    '^'^ 
-'The  King,  previoufly  informed  of  the  fate  of 
Count  Lally,  had  acquainted  the  Fifft  Prefidcnt  that 
the  Parliament  might  proceed  as  they  pleafed  ;  thafe 
he  was4iot  inclined  to  grant  any  pardon  }  and  that^ 
in  order  to  prevent  any  kind  of  folicitktion,  he  way   . 
going  to-fliut  himfelf  up  at  Ghoify,  where  abcefs  would 
be  denied  to  every  one.    He  had  recotnmendedir 
however,  that  while  juftice  wis  to  be  fatisfied,  ever/ 
refpeA  ihould  be  paid  to  the  criminal,  cohnftenf 
with  his  punilhment.    Accordingly^  it  had  b^eni 
agreed  upon,  that  M.  de  Lally,  remaining  under  th^ 
guard  of  the  prifon,  fhouM  get  into  his  coach  at? . 
night,  with  the  Confeffor^  accompanied  by  an  officer 
in  a  tradefman's  drefs,  and  h'.s  valet  de  chambireV 
and  that  the  executioner  ihould  only  attend  at  the\ 
fcaffbldtodo  his  bufinefs.    M.  Pafquier.  bad  opr; 
{K>fed,  with  all  his  power,  this  mitigation ;  he  had  ^ 
m  G  J  obje^feedf 
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1768.     objefted,  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  death  was  nothing} 
that  it  is  the  infamous  apparatus  attending  it,  which' 
conftitutes  all  the  horror  of  it,  fuch  aii  the  irons,  the 
fledge,  and  the  executioner.     He  gave  this  opinion 
again,  upon  the  occafion  of  Count  Lally's  defign  to^ 
cfcape  the  execution  of  his  fentcnce.     A  courier  was 
difpatched  to  Choify,  and  the  anfwer  returned  was,  " 
that  the  Judges  were  to  do  as  they  pleafed.    The 
executioner,  therefore,  took  pofleinon  of  his  prey, 
bound  his  hands,  and,  under  pretence  that  the  Ne- 
groes had  the  dexterity  to  ftrangle  themfelves  with 
their  tongues,  and  that  M,  de  Lally  might  poflibly 
have  learnt  this  art  in  his  travels,  he  propofed  putting' 
a  gag  into  his  mouth,  to  prevent  it  »  the  Recorder' 
eagerly  adopted  this  propofal,  more  efpecially  a(s  it 
would  fpare  him  from  hearing  a  great  deal  of  abufe, 
which  the  enraged  Count  would  then,  in  vain,  at- 
tempt to  utter.      ^  '    ./ 

It  was  with  this  apparatus,  and  upon  the  carriage 
ufed  for  the  vilefl  wretches,  that  M.  de  Lally  was; 
conduifled  to  the  gallows,  through  an  immenfe 
crowd,  not  only  of  the  mob  and  of  trades-people,', 
but  alfo  of  all  the  military  men,  and  all  the  Cjurt,. 
4>t  the  foot  of  tlie  fcafFold  his  gag  was  taken  out, 
Many  perfons  expe<5led  to  hear  him  make  an  ha-' 
rangue  :  lie  jefumed  his  firmnefs,  afcended  the  fcaf-- 
fold  quietly,  and  received  the  fatalftroke  without 
faying  a  word.  .  . 

The  public,  always  troublefbme,  and  always  diffa- 

tisfied — by  whom,  however  right  one  may  aft,  one 

'    muft  expert  to  be  criticized — fo  greedy  ofexecutionsj,^ 

and  fo  open  to  blind  comnriifcratibn- — who  had  found 

the  fentence  of  the  Canadians  too  mild^— foori  foiind 

,  tb4V  of  Count  Lally  too  fevere.    This  was,  becauift 
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they  only  read  in  the  decree  thefc  words  ;/<Jr  the    rj6f. 
cafes  re  fulling  from  the  trial:    a  vague  declaration,  """"^ 
which  Courts  of  Juflice  pretend  to  have  a  right  to 
life,  and  which  may  cover  a  great  many  blunders, 
abufes,   injuftices,    and  enormities  j  a   form  which 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  on  the  part  of  a  terrible 
tribunal,  the  Icaft  ads  of  which  ought  to  be  deter- 
mined folely  by  the  law,  and  under  cover  of  which 
it  may  exert  itfelf  equally  againft  innocence  as  againft 
guilt.     However  this  may  be,  at  the  very  inftant  of 
Count  Lally's  execution,  there  was  an  avenger  of  his 
memory  rifing  up  in  our  colleges.     His  natural  fon, 
fince  known  by  the  name  of  Count  Tollendal,  rc- 
folved  from  that  time  to  juftify  his  father  j  and  has 
not  pafled  a  moment  fince  without  being  engaged  in 
this  purfuit.    Endowed  with  every  talent  of  nature 
and  art,  inftej^d  of  attending  to  the  friyolous  amufe- 
ments  of  his  youth,  he  has  applied  jiimfelf  to  the 
ftudy  of  the  fevcral  criminal  codes  of  Etirope  i.  he 
has  not  been  latisfied  with  thefe  immcnfe  prepara^ 
tions,  he  has  gained  accefs  even  to  the  throne ;  and 
the  late  King,  who  had  been  inexorable  to  the  far 
ther,  had  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  moved  by  the  fon, 
and,  befide  the  pecuniary  benefits  he  had  bettowed 
upon  him,  had  furnilhed  him  with  the  means  of 
pleading  his  caufe  with  advantage  before  the  Coun- 
cil, by  fupplying  him  with' fome  fecTet  papers,  Whfch 
he  could  ndt' have  got  otherwife.    WitH  thefc  afli f):- 
ances,  artd'a  ftill  ftronger  protedion  he  Has  met  with 
from  the  reigning  Monarch,  and  efpecially  from  his 
auguft' eonfort,  he  has  fucceeded  in  cauflri^  thc'dc- 
cfee  of  PSrliamcht  to  'be'  cancelled ;  anil  it  \iii  beei^ 

tcfefred'to 'the' Parfiaiiito  of  Rguej^  ti '^a^^ 
fully  into  the  affair,, 

^  %   ^  •    Wc      . 
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1768.      We  know  not,  what  will  be  the  dccifion  of  that 
■"■"■"■""  Court  rwhofe  decree,  like  fo  many  others,  may  pof- 
fibly  be  the  refult  of  unremitted  importunity,  and  of 
the  Agnal  favour  which  Count  Tollendal  enjoys.r 
But,  after  having  expofed  every  thing  that  has  been- 
faid  againft  the  Recorder  and  the  Judges,  our  im- 
partiality obliges  us  to  acknowledge,  it  is  highly 
improbable,  that  a  man  of  fuch  rank,  unanimoufly 
condemned  by  forty  magiftrates  *,  ihould  not  have 
m         been  guilty ;— that  the  culprit  perfifting  in  objecting 
to  all  the  witnelTes  as  rogues,  or  perfons  interefted 
in  finding  him  guilty,  M.  Pafquier  had  offered  him: 
t»  procure  evidence  on  his  part,  whether  people  of 
the    kingdom  or  foreigners;  that  he  had  aflured: 
him  Government  would  fend  for  them  from  any  party, 
wherever  they  might  be»  but  that  M.  de  Lalfy  had 
conftamly  refufed  giving  in  any  lilt,  under  pretencd: 
that  he  did  not  know  any,  and  that  he  had  feen  in  v 
India  none  but  rogues  or  villains  fit  for  the  rack  ;*« ' 
tba^t  far  from  M.  de  Lally  being  affaflinated  withciut  t 
his  being  liear'd,  he  had  undergone  an  interrogatory' : 
at  differerit  ^imes,  which>  thotigh  it  fhould  not  )a^  : 
longer  than  thirty  hours,  had  taken  up  one  hundred  ' 
and  fifteen^  during  which  time  he  had  leifure  fufE-  ^ 
cient  to  draw  up  his  anfwers,  inafmuch  as  there  Wa» 
on&of  thefe  anfwers  which  had  lafted  thcee  hours:-*— 

•    u^^^,>-l,  4    -.--.    ,  '  .   '  ■  'Ais;^.  '*'}»'^  tp 

^  dne  of  them  only,  M.  Mayneavd,  was  of  a  aURrent  iopi* 
nibn,  but  moit  leTcre.    He  faid,  that  from  M.  Parcioier''s  report«^ ' 
he  fhw  clearly,  that  Coant  Lally,  duiiBe^  thirty-two  months  he  ^ 
had  ftaiTed  m  India,  had  cxerdied  Jplravehority  with  n6  other-' 
view  but,  to  bring  fafierings  .epon  all  thofe  who  were  iindier  Jila^ 
command  pr  proteAien ;  that  he  was  accwdingly  inclined  fiir  a . 
puiuihmeiit  that  Ihoald  laft  as  long ;  but  as  dune  was  nooi^  l^e 
gave  his  dplnloii  lor  that  which  woiild  Jaft  dig  longeft;  which^ 
was  bifatog  upoa  the  whfylt 
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\n  a  word,  that  the  record,  taken  in  three  different    1768. 
points  of  view,  had,  at  firft,  been  fimply  that  of  to    "' .  '  "^ 
hiilorian  relating  fadts} — that  afterwards,  refiiming^ 
thefe  fa^s,  M.  Pafquier  had  conneAed  the  depoii- 
tions  relative  to  them  j— and  that,  taking  them  up 
again  for  a  third  time,  he  had  compofed  the  whole  re* 
port,  from  which  either  the  conviction  or  the  exculpa- 
tion of  the  culprit  was  to  enfue  j — that,  during  the 
numerous  fittings  which  this  report  had  taken  up,  it 
had  been  done  fo  clearly,  that  M.  Pafquier  had  not 
been  once  interrupted ;— that  his  conclufion  had 
been,  that  fuppofing  M.  de  Lally  to  be  a  man  of 
underftanding,   as  he  had  always  been   reckoned 
by  thole  who  had  known  him,  his  condtift  wKs 
perfectly  evident;—- he  was  undoubtedly  convicted, 
from  the  moment  he  had  fet  out,  till  the  furrender 
of  Pondicherry,  of  having  formed  and  executed  his 
plan  of  filiating  his  ambition,  his  avarice,  and  his 
fpirit  of  revenge,  at  any  rate  whatfoever,  even  by ' 
betraying  the  interefts  of  the  King,  the  Stat^,  and^ 
the  Company  :--that  otherwiie  he  ought  to  be  con-' ' 
fidered  as  the  greateft  idiot  ^uiOng  mankind^  buff 
yet  black,  wicked,  atrocious,  and  guilty  of  an  iltfi-^    ' 
nite  number  of  particular  enormities,  the  leaft  of  ^ 
which  would  ftill  defcrve  the  notice  of  juftice.  '  ^^^''' 
The  only  plaufible  objection  that  prefents  itfeif- 
at  firft  fight,  is,  that  a  trial  of  this  nature  belon^d 
to  a  Court  Martial.    In  the  firf^  place,  the  blame  of  ^ 
this  muft  be  laid  upon  Government,  fince  the  Par-  t 
liament  only  tried  Count  Lally  by  commiflion.    But  < 
would  there  be,  in  reality,  any  good  foundation  for  "" 
this  report?  The  moft  that  can  be  faid,  is,  that  it  "^ 
wj^jj^  h^y^cii^en  proper  jcp  colle£b  a  kipd  of  mixtj 
,.«^ ./   ^"  '        s^t«i^^f??ii«'-..  |ribuiM4*v 
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tfribima!,    becaufe   the  heads  of  accufation,  while 
tticy  prefented  fome  offences  which  feemed  to  be 
military,  prefcntcd  ftiH  more  that  were  of  the  com- 
pctepey  of  ordinary  Jud-gcs  j  and  betaiife  M.  dt 
talfy  was  invefted  whh  the  three  powers  colledlively 
in  Ihdia,  by  being  at  the  head- of  the  army,  of  juf- 
ticBi  aifld^  of  finance.    In  a  word;  let  us  confidek- 
what  the  fcntence  fays.     It  dedarcs  him  duly  at- 
tainted and  convifted  of  having  betrayed  the  inte- 
refts'of  the  King,  of  his  ficuation,  and  of  the  India- 
Gomplny^— of  ablift  of;  authority — of  vexations  and 
cxaftions  towards  the  fubjedts  of  the  King,  and  fo- 
Fcigners,  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry.     It  muft  be  ac- 
knowifcdged,  that  thfe  Magiftrates  have;  at  leaft,  taken 
the  precaution  to  prefent  the  fentencc  undtr  an  afpedV, 
which'  feems  to^  Ihew  that  they  have  not  exceeded 
the  limits  of  their  jurifdiftion.     But  the- perfon  whb 
has  moft  feverel^r  judged  M.  de  Lally,  if  we  may  be 
allowed'  to  fay  foy  is^he  who  has-ftrft^entured  to  de- 
fend himi  both  inpoliliCi  and*  in  his  writings  i  itisM; 
de» Voltaire,  whofe^^wd/  is  quoted  upon  this  occa^ 
fioii  with  fo  much  fatisfr^ion :  Hi  is  a  man,  faid  he, 
up^tt  whom  every  man >  had ^  a^  ri^t^  to  Uy  bis-  hatrds, 
except,  the  executioner*     A  ben  mot  mort  fj^cious  than 
folid.    In  faft,  does  if  mean  thkt  Mi  de  Lally  Was 
Ruilty  of  all '■  enormities^  except  thiofecuimes^  thttt*are 
ptipifticdibyithelaw'?  Thisf  woold^only*  be  a  fatirf^ 
upon  our  legiflatloTii  too  exaggerated- and  too  rid^« 
culaua>to  deferve any  credit,  or tpmalde -any  impirel^ 
lion.    Wfc  muft:  therefore i  confine^  oupfd-vcs  to-  tho 
true  (and  natural  meaning ;  and,'  as  in  Frante^  and  in 
every 'poltihed  State,  >no  onc^can  do>  juftiice>  tO'  hkrt« 
felfr itiis  therefore  ourlallrdeci^n^  that) Count Lalljr 
I  (I10UI4 
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IhouldKave  lofl-  his  life  under  the  hands  of  the  ^ts^^ 
cutvoner,  and  of  the  executioner. alone, 
i  While  this  trial,  and  that  of  the.  Canadians,  weij^ 
to'pics  bf  converlation — which  perpetuated  too  long' 
the  riiemory  of  a  difailrous,  wai* — the  Duke  de  Chpi- 
feul  was  endeavouring  to  efface  it  by  the  adyantage&. 
of  peace."     Without  haying  tl^e  title  of  PrirnCr  M^r 
hifter,  he  exer.cifcd,  as  Cardinal  Fleuri  had  do^e,  air 
the  authority  of  it,  fince  he  had  the  fole  managenie;il^ 
of  the  three  moft  important  departments;  for  we 
have,  obferved  that  the  Duke  de  Praflin  *  was.  no 
more,  if  we  may  be  allowed  tlie  expreflion,  than  a, 
puppet  in  politics,  whom  his  coufin  placed,  pw^  i^i, 
motion,  and  removed  at  pleafure,.     *Till  the  perio^ 
of  Madame  de  Pompadour's  death,^  the  Duke  d^ 
Choifeul  had  only  governed  the  King  fecondarily ; 
but  then  he  ruled  over  hinij  entirely.     Hjis  firjl  ai^^ 
tentiop  had  been   io   gain   the   confidence  of- his 
Sovereign,  by  dclivj^nng  liis  Majefty.  fr^gri  eypry; 
apprehenfion  of  an  approachiog  rupture,^  whicji  the 
murmurs  of  the  diflfatis^ed  Englifh  nation,  might 
occafion.    This  was  the  circumftancc  which.  .Lewis 
XV.  moft  dreaded,  who,  tired  to  excefs  with  the 
war,  would  have  facrificed  half  of  his  kingdomj  t<^ 
hear  ho  more  of  it.     In  order  to  compafs  this,  and 
to  qiiiet  the  Mpnar.ch  more. efre^dually,  thcMiniftjcr, 
cnripldyed  all  the  refources  of  his.  genius,,  turned  ta 
intrigue,  or. rather  to  low  cuipinjg.^- Whtaievcrjli^ 
found  "out.  a  man  .fit.for,  his  purp^lcjj'.  h^.  gave  hjpi  ^a 
rank,  and  fenVfiinnj  eitjierto  LondonjjjOr  to^An^eri^ji^ 

*  Count  Choifeul,  had  been  created  Duke  de  Fraiflin  I>ir 
the  King,  on  die  ift  of  Norember,  lySa.  He  was  admitted 
in^o  the  Parliament,  as  Duke  and  Peer,  on  the  20th  Pecember 
following. 

or 
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or  to  the  Englifh  fettlementsi  in  the  Eaft'IndieSK 
Thefe  fabricators  of  deceit,  diredled  by  his  jmpulfe^ 
ibmentedy  on  one  hand,  the  divifions  excited  by. 
IVilkes,  and  on  the  other,  the  difputes  between  the 
€bl6nies  and  the  mother-country ;  in  a  word,  they 
contrived  to  raife  up  in  Afia,  againft  the  rivals  of 
Ftvnce,  a  formidable  enemy  in  the  perfon  of  Heyder- 
Aliy-Kaun.    At  the  fame  time  the  Duk^  was  em-- 
j^Ioyed  in  ftrengthening  the  union  of  the  Family^^ 
Compaft  between  Spain  and  the  feveral  branches  of 
the  Houle  of  Bourbon.    He  confoled  his  Catholic 
Majefty  with  the  hopes  of  a  revenge,  which  would  be 
the  more  certain,  as  it  was  more  (low  and  better' 
combined.    Accordingly,  he  kept  upon  good  term» 
with  the  Count  of  Arandg,  that  celebrated  Prefident 
of  thc^Council  of  Caftille,  the  Choifeul  of  Madrid  ^ 
he'  uVged  him  to  enlighten  his  nation,  to  break  th^ 
^ke  of  fuperftition  and  fanaticifm,  to  expel  the  Jcf^ 
^its,  to  abolifh  the  execrable  tribunal  of  the  Inqul^-^ 
fittQn,  to  reftore  the  navy,  to  make  commerce  fl6u-« 
nfli,  by  freeing  It  from  it's  ihackles,  and  to  foftcn-' 
aHd  pblifh  the  manners  of  the  Spaniards  by  arts  andf 
literature.  '   ';''^'^^'* 

•He  did  not,  at  the  fame  time,  lofe  fight  of  anb"^ 
fihtr  alliance,  more  recent,  but  more  difficult  to  pre-^ 
ferve,  'that  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  Hii  attadi-^^ 
mblit  to 'that  augull  Houfe,  and  tVe  confidence  they*^ 
i%6ie^{h  him,  removed  many  obftacles  which  weref 
a^HgJrttfiOfy  rifing.  The  profpeft,  though  diftaiife* 
ofW  |lrch-Dutchefs  feated  upon  the  throne  of 
¥%^ifi^>  Was  the  charm  he  employed  to  induct  tM 
Cabinet  of  Vienna  to  give  a  new  turn  to  their' pbfi^'' 
ties*    With  the  apprehenfipns  of  (his  union,  he  con^ 

r-j-jiii/tv  '■    .  ■"   f:'i~rry  .  j-     ; -.,<  >■■.  \:.  iA  ,;;;:  /-sv -iir-;    fined 
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fined  the  aflivity  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  that  I76at. 
ally  ib  ufeful  to  England,  by  his  powerful  diverfions. 
He  did  not  flatter  himfelf  that  he  fhould  be  able  to 
diflulve  the  friendfhip  eft^^blifhed  between  the  Courts 
of  London  and  Peterfburg:  but  he  endeavoured  to 
make  it  ufelefs,  by  employing  the  Emprefs  in  quiet- 
ing the  kingdom  of  Poland,  the  troubles  of  which 
he  fecretly  encouraged ;  and  keeping  up  her  appre- 
henfions  of  a  war  with  Turkey,  which  was  alio  thcf 
refult  of  the  artful  infinuations  he  ordered  to  be 
fuggcded  to  the  Divan,  by  the  AmbaflTador  of 
France.  The  Czarina  was  not  the  dupe  of  his  in- 
trigues, nor  even  of  a  formal  and  gracious  concef- 
fion^  which  (he  had  much  at  heart,  according  to 
which,,  having  made  a  declaration,  in  form  of  a  re- 
verf^^  that  the  Imperial  title  fliould  not  make  any 
alteration  in  the  ceremonial  ufed  between  the  Courts 
of  France  and  RuiTia,  the  King  granted  publicly  t^ 
that  Princefs  the  Imperial  title,  and  acknowledged 
it  in, her  as  attached  to  her  throne.  She  had  a  ns(- 
tural  antipathy  againfl  this  Minifter,  and  detefted 
hifQ  ftill  more,  fince  fhe  had  learnt,  that  he  had 
caufed  one  of  his  emiflaries*,  with  which  he 
overran- all  foreign  Courts,  to  draw  up  a  circtqn- 
ftantiai  account  of  the  revolution  which  had  placed 
her  upon  .  the  Imperial  throne — an  account,  the 
publication  of  which  fhe  dreaded.  As  for  the  refl^ 
as  it  was  impoinble  intirely  to  deftroy  a  plot  lb  well 
fonned,  fhe  contented  her/elf  with  cafting  a  ridicule 
upon  the  vafl  pretentions  of  this  turbulent  nego* 
tiator,by  calling  him.  The  Prompter  ef  Muftt^ba^ 
fit  Oafbmantf  Europe.  I'^^iY  Ir,  ^stm^ 
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While  he  thus  fecured  the  tranquillity  of  Franccf 
abroad,  by  the  troubles  he  excited  in  other  king- 
doms, the  Duke  de  Choifeul  was  endeavouring  to»' 
indemnify  her  for  her  lofles,  and  to  improve  her 
acquifitions,  or  to  gain  others  j  he  alfo  was  engaged, 
in  putting  the  interior  part  of  the  kingdom  in  a 
(late  to  recommence  the  war  with  greater  advanT* 
tage,  when  circumftances  Ihould  either  require  or 
admit  of  it.     He  difplayed  upon  this  point  a  fpiric 
of  fyftem  little  calculated  to  make  his  project  fuc- 
Ceed,  but  very  ufeful  in  forming  creatures  to  him- 
felf.     After  having  executed,  in  this  military  de- 
partment, the  firll  reformation  which  is  indifpenfably 
neceflary  at  peace — as  much,  not  to  alarm  the  neigh- 
bouring powers,   by  armies   more  numerous  than 
are  required  in  times  of  tranquillity,  as  to  fulfil  the 
objeft  of  ceconomy  in  the  expences,  which  it  was 
impoflible  to  fuppbtt  upon  the  fame  footing — he 
gave  out  his  grand  ordonnance,  which  has  been  fo| 
much  cenfured,  and  which  was,  as  it  were,  the  fignal 
of  all  the  confulions  fince  occafioned  among  the 
troops. 

By  this  drdonnance,  the  King  reduced  his  infantry 
ta  nineteen  regiments  of  four  b^ttalionsi  twenty-twgi 
qf  two  battalions,  and  fix  of  one  b^ttalion^  He  orr 
dered  that  all  the  regiments  in  future  fliould  bear 
the  name  of  fome  of  the  provinces,  in  order  the  bet- 
tor to  preferve  the  memory  of  their  anions.  He. re- 
ftrved  to.himi^lf,  in  future,  the  appointment  of  the 
Lieutenftttt  Colonels  and  Majors;  created  a  jtuUtar/ 
<;h«ft ftnd a  paymafter  to  each  regiment;  fixed  the 
engagement  of  the  foldiers  to  eight  years  initeadl 
of  fiXi  and  granted  half  a  year's  pay  and  a  fuit  of 
deaths  to  thofc  whdr -liiouid  not  retire  till  they  had 
.%^  tV  ^rve4 
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fbrved  the  time  of  two  engagements;  and  a  whdle  1768* 
year's  pay  to  thofe  who  Ihould  have  fcrved  threo» 
with  permiflion  to  carry  it  away  with  them  to  their 
own  homes,  or  to  be  admitted  among  the  invalids^ 
He  increafed  the  appointments  of  the  officers^  efpe- 
daily  in  time  of  war  j  took  upon  himfelf  the  recruit- 
ing and  the  accoutrements,  which  the  Captains  were 
formerly  obliged  to  furnifti ;  and,  in  a  word,  ordered 
that  all  the  regiments  of  French  infantry  (hould  be 
doathed  in  white,  except  that  of  the  Lorraine 
guards.  -   *«  ' 

The  fpirif  of  this  ordonnance  was,  to  have  old  fol- 
dicrs  and  youne;  officers.   The  former,  as  being  more 
fupple  to  difcipline  -,  the  latter,  as  being  more  zealous 
to  maintain  it.     But  the  inconvenience  attending  it 
was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  increafe  the  defertions,  and 
to  burthen  the  State  with  ah  cxpence  which  it  could 
not  filpport  i  atid  on  the  other,  to  extinguilh  emula- 
tion, to  difcourage  the  old  officers,  and  to  open  the 
door  to  favour,  already  of  fo  great  inBuence  tinder 
the  French  Government.    With  refped  to  the  re- 
cruits, the  new  mode  prevented!  many  abufr  and 
Rogueries;  it  maintained  the  complete  ef^ablifhn?  -nt^      .    .  mj 
as  much  ai$  was  thought  neceiTary,  but  it  encouraged  ' 

the  negligence  of  the  CaptainS)  and  brought  enor« 
mous  expences  upon  the  King.  /^ 

""  This  ordonnance  was  followed  by  othersy  the  moft' 
iifOportant  of  which  were  thofe  that  reduced:  the  ca» 
valry  to  thirty  regiments>  exclufi ve  of  the.Gaf  atrineers^ 
the  dragoons  to  eleven^  and  the< .  light  troops  to . fcmr 
legions:  namely,  thie  Royal  Legion,  thft  Legioiuofc  *^^^^^ 
Flanders,  Hainauk,*aod  Conflonss  belides  the.regr(' 
ipents  of  volunteers  of  Clermont  ind  Soubifc.  TheleT 
tijro  laft  corps  W€rc;fmcccjjcftfid-int». legions.. 
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The  corps  of  Grenadiers  of  France,  compofed  of 
ike  companies  of  reformed  grenadiers,  far  from  ex- 
periencing any  diminution,  received  additional  luftre, 
becaufe  it  was  commanded  by  Count  Stainville,  bro- 
ther to  the  Minifter.  It  was  eftablifhed  upon  the 
footing  o(  four  brigades,  each  brigade  confilling  of 
twelve  companies,  each  raifed  from  forty-five  to  fifty- 
two  men.  ^ 

At  it  was  particularly  againft  the  Englifh  that 
France  feemed  to  be  obliged  to  prepare  hcrfeif  to 
iight  in  future,  that  is  to  fay  for  wars  beyond  fea, 
the  Duke  of  Choifeul  had  been  fenfible  of  the  necef- 
(ity  of  accuftoming  the  troops  to  thefe  tranfmigra- 
tions.    Accordingly,  in  fupprefling  the  hundred  free 
oompanies  of  marines,  he  had  incorporated  them 
with  the  regiments  deflined  to  ferve  equally  upon 
land  ind  in  the  colonies,  and  he  fince  increaied  the 
ifamber  of  them  in  the  fame  view.    His  department' 
of  the  navy  was  that  which  he  chiefly  attended  to. 
T&exttnguifh,  if  pofllble,  the  generation  of  officers 
of  this  coips,  who  'had  conducted  themfelves  Co  ill  in 
the' lad:  war,  he  had  made  a  confiderable  reform 
among  ch«m,  which  was  an  unprecedented  flep,  and 
ftniek  them  with  terror.     He  kept  the  beft  and 
youngeft  officers,  or  thofe  who  gave  the  greateft: 
h^pes,  and  promoted  them.    In  order  to  deftroy  the 
mercantile  fpirit,  which  had  fo  long  been  rooted 
among  them>  he  increaied  their  appointniei^ts,  in 
hopes  of  enabling  them  to  fupport  themfelves  in  a 
proper  manner,  without  being  diverted  from  the' 
fervicd  by  views  of  interef^s  and  although  the  civil 
department  of  the  navy  was  the  nfiofl  iieceflkry  in 
time  of  peace>  and  efpecially  at  this  period^  when 
the  Council  were  endeavouring  to  give  new  vigour 


♦   6  F     t  E  Wl^     XV;  T 

to  the  labours  of  the  ports,  he  publiihed,  a  few  days 
after,  a  fimilar  reform  in  this  department,  in  order  to 
increafe,  from  the  produce  of  this  faving,  the  appoint* 
ments  of  the  military  branch. 

We  have  fcen  how  the  Duke  de  ChoifeUl,  by  ex- 
citing the  zeal  of  different  corporations,  and  even  of 
rich  individuals,  had  received  fubfcriptions,  which, 
when  turned  to  account,  were  to  form  a  powerful 
navy.  He  had  very  recently  obtained  a  million  * 
from  the  Clergy  for  the  fame  purpofe.  The  only 
bufinefs  remaining  was  to  fupply  the  departments 
with  materials  proper  for  building  the  fhips.  There 
is  a  great  quantity  of  wood  of  this  kind  in  France, 
but  which  could  not  then  be  made  ufe  of,  becaufe 
there  was  no  method  contrived  for  removing  it. 
Among  this  number  were  the  forefts  of  the  valley  d£ 
Galpe  in  Bearnj  which  abound  in  ftately  trees  of  the 
fined  growths  the  Minifter  caufed  them  to  be  cut 
down,  and  made  the  river  Gafpe  navigable  throtrgh*' 
out  the  courfe  of  four- and- twenty  leagut^s,  wMch  waf 
necefTary  for  conveying  them.  The  ftrft  convoy  6£ 
mafts  arrived  at  Bayonne  upon  this  riter^t6ndii6ted' 
by  M.  d'Eliigny,  Intendant  of  the  province^  under 
whofe  direction,  all  the  obftades  that  Hid  hithiertal 
be^n  thought  invincible,  were  furmounted.  Thi9^ 
convoy  was  received  into  the  city  with  the 'firing  of, 
the  guns,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  people  i  tt  was 
a  real  triumph  for  the  Commilltonerj  who  had  been 
intruded  with  this  bufinefs,  and  who  Was  one  of  the 
mod  able  that  has  appeared  under  the.rtfign  of 
Lewis  XV.,  truly  a  man  of  genius  and  underdafidiog. 
-By  fi^pplying  the  ports  anew  with  (hips,  and  by 

^  *^  -^'^'Btt^n  fertjr-one  iuid  fbrtjT'two  t^oufand pooaif. -^  ''^"^ 
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1768.     filling  the  magazines  with  rigging,  with  every  kind 
-  of  tackle,  and  with  naval  (lores,  the  Duke  dc  Choi- 

fcul  was  very  fenfible  that  he  ihould  work  only  for 
the  benefit  of  the  enemies  of  France,  unlefs  he  new 
moulded  the  conftitucion  of  the  navyj  a  conflitution 
radically  defective,  the  principle  of  all  the  repeated 
and  continual  defeats  in  this  branch  during  the  lad 
war,  and  which  had  compelled  us  to  fue  for  peace, 
and  to  accept  it  upon  the  moll  humiliating  terms. 
This  objeffc  had  employed  the  Puke's  thoughts »  he 
had  reRefted  and  confulted  upon  it;  and  he  had  per- 
ceived that  the  only  remedy  was  the  total  fupprefllon 
of  themilltary  branch  of  the  navy,  and  it's  re-eftablifh- 
ment  upon  a  different  footing.     He  was  already  at 
work  upon  this  j  he  thought  of  opening  the  door  to 
merit,  and  of  compofing  this  corps  indifcriminately 
from  all  the  feamen  who  had  acquired  any  reputation 
in  the  lad  war ;  which  would  have  made  it  abound 
more  with  officers  of  the  India  Company,  of  priva- 
teers, and  even  of  merchantmen,  than  with  officers 
prefcrved  from  the  Royal  navy.     He  did  not  think 
it  necefTary  to  make  a  fecret  of  an  operation  fo  ad- 
vantageous to  the  State,  and  fo  glorious  to  the  Mo- 
narch j  but  he  was  miftaking  j  he  was  foon  attacked 
by  all  the  higher  Nobility,  alarmed  at  the  opprobrium 
which  was  going  to  be  caft  upon  them,  by  the  degra- 
dation of  fo  many  individuals  belonging  to  their  bo- 
dy i  whereas  the  point  of  honour,  properly  undeijftood, 
ought  to  have  induced  them  to  folicit  the  difmiffion 
of  officers  unworthy  of  belonging  to.thcm^    The 
whole  Court  was  in  agitation,  and  this  Minifter,  who 
was  all-powerful  in  doing  mifchief,  was  not  fuffi- 
ciently  fo  to  fucceed  in  doing  good.  He  grew  angry, 
and  abandoned  a  department  in  which  Jie-had  expe- 
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l^IenJCed  nothing  but  difguft  and  chagrin  j  he  reAgned     1768. 
to  the  Duke  dc  Praflin,  and  rcfumcd  the  manage-    — ■"■" 
mcnt  of  foreign  affairs. 

The  bad  fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  defigns  of 
this  Minifter  for  the  reinftatemcnt  of  the  antient  co- 
lonies, and  the  ellabliihment  of  new  ones,  did  not  a 
little  contribute  to  make  him  take  this  refolution^ 
The  land  forces  had  been  much  difpleafed  with  theii* 
continual  tranfmigration  into  fatal  climates,  where 
they  pcrilhed  in  numbers.  The  inhabitants  detefted 
tlie  Governors  that  had  been  given  to  them,  who^  ac- 
cording to  the  new  fyftcm,  being  alfo  taken  from  the 
land  officers,  underftood  nothing  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion  they  were  intrufted  with,  and  brought  into  ie 
nothing  more  than  a  dcfpotifm,  difgufting  every 
where,  but  particularly  in  thofe  countries^  flill  re- 
taining the  fame  fondnefs  for  liberty  which  had  diftin- 
gUifhed  the  Brit  inhabitants,  and  not  yet  falhioned  to 
the  flavery  of  the  people  of  Europe.  M.  d'Ennery,  ,  . 
at  Martinico,  M.  de  Nolivos,  at  Guadaloupe,  and 
Count  d'Eftaing,  at  St.  Domingo,  were  fo  many  petty 
tyrants,  who  made  fome  regret  the  dominion  of  the 
Englifli,  the  mildnefs  of  which  they  had  experienced, 
and  made  others  wifti  for  it.  The  laft  of  thefc  offi- 
cers efpecially,  though  poflefled  of  great  talents,  by 
the  injuftiqe  of  his  demands,  the  Angularity  of  his 
projeAs,  arid  his  feverity  in  executing  them,  excited, 
the  greateft  ferment  in  the  ifland,  and  was  at  the  eve 
of  producing  a  revolt*. 
ji  The  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  not  been  mofe  fortu- 
nate in  creating  the  new  fetdements,  with  which  he 
pretended  to  replace  thofe  that  France  had  loft,  or 

*^  ■  •  Opoii  tht  occaflon  of  re-eftablifliing  the  militia,  which  he  had 
iittetnpted,  he  had  caufed  the  code  thiodat  to  be  printed ;  a  ca- 
^;]Miu  piece  of  his  com pofition. 

Ha  rather, 
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1768.     rather, he  wanted  the  depthof  underftandingneceffary 

" for  the  execution  of  fuch  cnterprizes.     We  cannot 

deny  that  he  had  talents,  but  they  were  not  thofc  of 
a  founder.     His  ardent  and  adtive  genius  was  too 
contrary  to  the  flow  and  deliberate  combinations, 
and  to  the  patience  neceiTary  for  fuch  a  character. 
Of  a  bold  and  enterprizing  fpirit  to  overcome  obfta-r. 
cles,  he  was  eafily  difcouraged,  if  the  refiftance  was 
carried  on  too  long.     Thus  it  was,  that,  inftead  of 
fuffering  St.  Lucia  to  people  itfelf  gradually  by  eminr 
grations  from  Martinico,  which  was  overrun  with  inrtn 
habitants,  he  wanted  to  edablifh  plantations  there 
all  at  once:  he  fent  over  at  a  great  expence,  and 
with  more  parade  than  was  neceffary,  feven  or  eight 
hundred  men,  whofe  fatal  deftiny  rather  excited  pity 
than  furprize  in  the  minds  e£  fl^ilful   fpeculators. 
Every  thing  foon  perilhed  in  this  uncultivaied  and 
unwholefome  fpot,  whcr",  no  care  had  been  taken  to 
introduce  the  modern  colony  with   proper  precati*;  c 
tions.     The  fending  of  a  Governor  and  an  Intendant 
had  not  been  omitted,  the  two  mofl  ufelefs  perfons, 
and  oftentimes  the  two  mod  fatal  fcourges  of  rlfing 
colonies.     After  a  ihort  experiment,  no  lefs  coilly  in 
money  than  men,  the  projeft  was  obliged  to  be  given 
%>p.;  The  Chiefs  were  recalled  when  there  was  no  . 
longer  an)-  fociety  to  govern,  and  the  government,  as 
well  as  the  intendance  of  St.  Lucia,  was  reunited  to 
that  of  Martinico. 

The  foundation  of  Guiana,  decorated  with  the  fuir«,w 
perb  name  of  Equinoctial  France,  which  was  under-  j 
taken  at  the  fame  time,  was  an  cnterprize  ftill  more  .1 
extravagant  and  difaftrous.  The  <iefign  was,  by  en- .  ,* 
gaging  the  nation  to  forget  their  calamities,  to  make  ; 
them  lofc  fight  of  the  faults  which  had  brought  y 
them  on  J  and  for  this  purpofc  they  were  plunged,  ^^^ 
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iato  frcfh  misfortunes  by  other  faults.    The  ifland  of    1768. 
Cayenne,  which  had  been  inhabited  for  a  century  . 

paft,  was  conftantly  in  a  ftate  of  nriifery  and  infancy, 
from  which  it  ought  fingly  to  have  been  raifed  j  when 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  more  intent  upon  the  glory 
than  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  adopted,  upon  this 
occafion,  the  plan  of  a  fet  of  ambitious  men,  who 
were  mifled  by  their  prefumption,  and  fuffered  him- 
felf  to  be  feduced  by  his  magnificence.  It  was  re- 
prefented  to  him,  that  by  eftablifhing,in  the  vaft  con- 
tinent of  Guiana,  a  national  and  free  population— 
which  would  in  future  be  capable  itfelf  of  oppofing 
foreign  attacks,  and  of  haflening  to  the  afTiilance  of 
the  fugar-colonies,  whenever  circumftances  ihould 
require  it — he  would  lay  the  foundations  of  popula- 
tion and'  vigour,  calculated  to  repair  the  lofs  of  Ca- 
nada. It  was  therefore,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
preflion,  a  chapel  of  eafe  he  was  contriving  for  the 
mother- country,  a  nurfery  of  men,  and  not  a  mine 
of  wealth.  The  views  were  good,  but  the  time,  the 
circumftances,  and  the  fituation  ill-chofen.  The 
meafui*es  taken  were  ftill  more  injudicious :  a  few  fa~t,,: 
milies  from  Alface  were  fent  for  at  a  great  expence, 
fome  of  which  were  almoft  ftarved  in  France  before 
they  embarked ;  a  dreadful  prognoftic  of  the  deftiny 
which  awaited  them.>  Twelve  hundred  men,  after  a 
long  voyage,  were  landed  at  once  in  adefert  country, 
which  was  impracticable  in  the  rainy  feafon.  The 
Government  was  to  lodge  and  fuhffift  them  in  the  * 
beginning:  A  miterable  fhed  was  the  only  afylum  t 
,they  were  furnifhed  with,  and  ;hc  provifions  fpoiled 
iy  the  heat,  tKe  damp,  and  the  tranfportation,  oc- 
cafioned  an  epidemic  difeafe  and  mortality.  The 
inuridatron*  completed  the  deftrii^kion  of  thofe  whom 

UlneB  had  fpared, 
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1768.         The  Chevalier  Turgot,  author  of  the  projeft, 
'    '  appointed  Governor  of  Guiana,  with  a  faiary  of  one 

hundred  thoufand  livres  *,  which   he    had,  pcacer 
ably  enjoyed  during  eighteen  months,  was  at  length 
obliged  to  depart,   to  remedy  ftich  a  number  of 
evils.     Upon  the    general  complaints  which  the 
colonifts  brought  againft  M.  de  Chanvallon,*the  In- 
tendant,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  fecure  his 
perfon;  he  caufed  him   to   be   arretted,   and  fent 
him  to  France  bound  hand  and,  foot.    After  this 
expedition!  he  returned  to  give  an  account  of  the 
colony;  that  is  to  fay,  to  confirm  what  was  already 
publicly  reported,   that   there  was  no  longer  any 
colony  cxifting.     The  refult  of  this  was  a  difpute  be- 
tween the  two  Chiefs,  reciprocally  accufing  each  other. 
This  was  a  third  trial  in  Adminiftration,  the  de- 
',    cifion  of  which  was  cxpefted  with  impatience.     But 
the  Government,  to  avoid  it's  being  criticifcd,  and 
\,    obferving,  befides  the  bad  iffue  of  the  two  former 
trials,  had  taken  the  refolution  to  referve  the  cog- 
nizance of  this   to  itfelf:  accordingly,  the  matter 
has  been  difcufled  in  the  clofets  of  the  Minifters, 
and  there  never  has  been  any  decidon,  or .  at  leafl: 
a  legal  one.    The  Chevalier  Turgot,  and  M.  de 
Chanvallon,   have   been   alternately  difgraced  j  the 
latter  was,  however,  condemned  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonment,   but    without   any   atonement  for  thc- 
blood  fpilt  in  thefe  diftant  regions,  which  calls  out 
in  Vain  for  revenge. 

The  public  cenfures,  which  it  was  meant  to  avoid, 
have  not  lefs  taken  place,  and  with  greater  acri- " 
mony.    The  Parliament  has  alfo  taken  a  ^^itt  it(i 

y  r  • •''•    •'  ':'■-•■> 
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this  caufcj  and  given  out  a  decree,  in  default  of  ap* 
pcarance,  againft  M.  Chardon,  Matter  of  Requcfts, 
and  Recorder  of  the  trial  to  the  Council.     An  af- 
fair  of  importance'   refulted  from    this   with  the^ 
Court,  which,  from  the  number  of  incidents,  has 
been  loft  among  the  reft,  and  has  been  protrafted 
to  the  change  in  the  Miniftry.     M.  de  Chanvallon 
has  been  fince  fet  at  liberty,  and  found  innocent, 
in  as  myfterious  a  manner  as  he  had  been  tried, 
and  with  the  lingular  prohibition  of  publilhing  his 
fentence.     M.  de  Chardon   alone  has  remained  at^"' 
tainted,  and  has  laughed  at  it.     This  has  not  pre- 
vented  him  from   being  afterwards  appointed   In- 

•  tendant  of  CorHca,  and  to  different  pofts  for  which 

,  he  was  adapted. 

One  anecdote,  too  curious  to  be  omitted,   and 

3  which  happened  upon  occafion  of  the  cataftrophe 

tof  Guiana,  gives  us  a  better  (ketch  of  the  Duke 

3  de  Choifeul,  and  of  the  nature  of  his  projeft,  than 
.  any  thing  we  could  fay.  The  author  of  the  Annee 
T-Literaire  having  inferted  in  his  produftion  a  letter, 
„£  which  had  been  addrelfed  to  him  upon  the  fubjeft 
■fl  of  an  ad  of  benevolence  exercifed  towards  a  whole 
oi  family  of  foreigners,  at  the  eve  of  periihing  upon  the 
3,  road,  in  going  to  embark  at  Rochefort  for  this  de- 

4  voted  country,  the  Minifter  hcar'd  the  adventure 
jjrfpoken  of  at  his  table;  upon  this  he  exclaimed; 
ii  thap  fcoundrel  Freron,   does  be  attempt  to  fpedk  of 

Guiana  ?  let  me  fee  the  numher.     The  afFedling   ar- 

-^  tide  was  read  to  him,  which,  although  it  did  not 

■   Jyin  the  leaft  bear  the  marks  of  detraflion,  yet  the 

tti  Minifter  declared:   He  fpall  lie  this  night  at  Fort 

I'Eveque  iVfhich  was  accordingly  executed.     It  is 

true,  that  the  Minifter  was  foon  brought  back  to 
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1768.  more  generous  fentiments.  The  author  of  the  jour- 
'"■""  nal  wrote  to  him,  complaining  of  the  treatment 
he  received,  and  was  fet  at  liberty.  Thus  it  is  that- 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  having  a  light  underftanding 
and  a  good  heart,  committed  and  repaired  an'in^ 
juftice  with  equal  facility. 

The  meafurcs  taken  for  re-eftablifhing  the  com- 
merce of  the  India  Company,  feemed  at  firft  more 
fatisfaftory  to  the  proprietors,  and  made  them  ex- 
pedb  for  a  few  years  a  happy  and  brilliant  deftiny ; 
but  this  renewal  had  in  itfelf  a  radical  fault,  a 
principle  of  dcftruftion,  the  efFefts  of  which  would 
manifeft  themfclves  fooner  or  later.  However  this;; 
may  be,  the  Company  having  ventured  to  declar© 
to  the  Government,  that  it  was  to  them  their  mi(^ 
fortunes  and  errors  were  to  be  imputed — fince  they^ 
had  only  conduced  their  affairs,  during  the  war, 
under  the  influence  of  Adminiftration,  or  rather,  to 
ipeak  properly,  fince  they  had  in  reality  taken  no' 
concern  in  them — the  Government,  apparently  af-. 
fedtefl  by  their  reproaches,  authorized  them  tO  de- 
liberate upon  their  fituation,  and  all  of  them  agreed' 
tp  fubnf)it  tQ  the  decifions  of  ^  merchant;  who, 
takii^g  h^  ftrides  towards  fortune,  was  devoured 
by  a  fecret  ambition,  which  was  not  then  fufpefted, 
He  propofed  a  pl^n,  fo  clear,  fo  prudent,  and  fo 
ufefql,  that  he  reconciled  all  parties.  M.  Nccker, 
for  that  was  his  name,  W9s  looked  upon  as  the 
reftorcr  of  the  Company,  Iti  the  firft  definitive 
Aflembly,  Port  I'Orient,  the  coafts  of  Africa,  with 
the  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbqn,  wer^  ceded 
,  again  to  the  King.  His  Majefty,  on  his  part,  gave 
up  the  twelve  thoufand  Ihares  and  the  loans  which 
he  was  poflelTcd  of,  and  left  to  the  voters  the  pri- 
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vilege  of  making  their  arrangemcms,  and  of  gtdi^-  1768. 
ing,  at  pleafure,  the  moft  proper  meaRires  for  the  ~ 
xc-eftabli(hment  of  commerce,  without  the  inter* 
fercnceof  any  royal  Commiflioners.  Accordingly, 
in  this  firft  moment  of  liberty.  Syndics  and  Di- 
reftors  were  appointed,  who  were  only  to  be  aflift- 
ants  and  co-operators  with  the  hero  of  the  day,  in 
the  fyftem  of  adminiflration  which  he  had  pro-, 
pofed.  He  knew  how  enthufiafni  was  produced^ 
and  he  had  carried  his  boldnefs  fo  far,  as  to  fix  the 
perio^  in  which  the  fhares  were  to  begin  to  receive 
a  dividend.  Every  man  already  previoufly  enjoyed  in 
prolpedb  this^  epccha  of  profpei  ity  j  and  thus  the 
Company,  fcarce  difcngaged  from  the  fhackles  of 
Government,  blindly  refigned  itfelf  to  the  difcretion 
of  an  individual,  ..    U^  ^.a.!uiv;t 

This  reftoration,  though  executed  before  the;: 
Duke  de  Choifeul  quitted  the  naval  department,^  , 
did  not  directly  concern  him,  fince  the  India  Com-  ■ 
pany  was  in  the  department  of  the  Comptroller  Ge-L; 
neral :  but  as  this  officer  was  in  fome  meafure  onlyi: 
his  firft  Clerk,  the  reftoration  ought  tq  j^rcongd^irn- 
cd  as  his  work,  more  efpecially  as,  fince  that  ti^c;^; 
by  the  ceffions  made  again  to  the  King,  the-authp,^: 
rity  was  mixt,  and  as  the  Duke,  who  was  ifldined: 
to  claim  what  did  'not  belong  ;o  him,  wa^  mueh; 
difpofed  tp  take  the  whole  merit  of  this  bufinefii -tOt 
himfclf,  if  his  influence  could  have  been  in  the  leaij^t 

prevalent.  ..yVAi^  laj  14?  •i^t.ojnt 

Other  projects  ftlll  occupied  the  thoughts  of  the,. 
Minifterj  he  wilhed  to  immortalize  his  name  b/v 
building  a  city.     There  was  a  heath  belonging  to 
prance,  which   overlooked  the    lake  of  Geneva. 

Thi«^ 
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1768.     This  fpot  is  called  Verfoi,  and  it  is  only  at  a 
'  fmall  diitancc  from  the  tertitbry  and  the  city  which 

rules  over  the  l^ke.    This  Republic,  tomnehted  with 
inteftinc  commotions,  had  raifed  general  diflatisfac- 
tion.    The  Minifter  imagined,  that  the  beft  me- 
thod of  punifhing  this  city,  would  be  to  raife  a 
rival  to  it,  by  conftruding  a  port  on   this  fpot, 
which  was  to  be  turned  into  a  city,  and  upon  which 
flattery  foon  beftowed  the  nanie  of  Choifeul  la  ville : 
his  defign  was  to  make  this  port  free,  as  well  as 
the  city,  and  to  admit  and  to  receive  into  it,  as    , 
citizens,  all  foreigners  of  whatever  religion,  with 
the  privilege  of  exercifing  it  there  unmolefted.  This 
was  the  method  of  fupplying  it  foon  with  inha- 
bitants, and  of  rendering  it  flourilhing,'  confidering 
it's  pofition,  which  enabled  it  to  carry  on  the  great- 
eft  trade,  to  partake,  and  perhaps  to  fecure  to  it- 
felf,  that  of  it's  neighbours.    The  works  were  be- 
gun and  carried  on  with  vigour :  and  M.  de  Vol- 
taire had   already  celebrated  them,  when  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  Minifter  interrupted  this  plan,  and 
threw  it  into  oblivion. 
J I  June.         ShaH  we  reckon  among  the  acquifitions  gained 
{to  France  by  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  the  city  of 
i.  Avignon,  and  the  county  of  Venai (fin,  which  were 
0  fei^ed  without  any  ad  of  hoftility?  If  the  matter 
-i  had  indeed  depended  upon  the  Minifter  alone,  it  is 
probable,  that  this  beautiful  country  would  never 
-         f\  have  returned  under  the  dominion  of  the  Sovereign 
'<PontifFi  but  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
^r  pufillanimity  of  his  mafter,  to  flatter  himfelfthat 
o  h^  fhould  determine  him  irrevocably  .  to  maintain 
J.   this  ad  of  vigour  he  had  been  induced  to  exert. 
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Lewis  XIV.  more  abfolutc  than  his  great  grandfon, 
had  executed  this  manoeuvre  three  times,  and   as    ' 
often  reftored  the  fame  States.     Philofophy,  indeed, 
had  not  then  enlightened  the  minds  of  Princes  fo 
much  as  it  has  done  fince.     But  Lewis  XV.   was, 
however,  nothing  of  a  philofopher.     He  had  en- 
gaged in  this  aggreflion  againft  the  Pope,  for  the 
honour  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  infulted,   in  the 
perfon  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  by  the  anathemas  of 
his   Holinefs.     It  was   therefore   rather   a  fimple 
chaftifement  he  meant  to  employ,  than  to  make  an 
abfolute  feparation,  which  was  too  repugnant  to  his 
di^o0tion«     We  may  judge  of  this  by  the  refpeft- 
ful  manner  in  which  the  invafion  was  executed — by 
.  the  amliHguity  even  of  the  letters  patent,  in  which 
it  was  not  ventured  to  hint  at  the  real  complaint 
againft  th€  Sovereign  Pontiff,  and  In  which    nien- 
tionwas  only  made  of  a  reunion  effcded  by  virtue 
of  the  unalienability  of  the  domains  of  the  Crown, 
.  v*H-in  a  word,  by  the  record  entered  in  che  Parlia- 
ment of  Provence,  which,  according  to  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  the  Court,  ordered  only,  that  the  arms  of 
our  .Holy  Father  the  Pope  fhould  be  taken  down, 
wiih  refpeSi  and  decency,  from  the  places  where  they 
were  fixed  up,  and  thofe  of  the.  King  put  in  their 
place.    Accordingly,  we  prefented  ourfelves  before 
Avignon,  with  two  battalions  of  infantry,  two  fqua- 
(Irons  of  dragoons,  fome  canon  and  mortars,     .ti)^ 
'  V    The  Vice-Legat  appeared  greater  than  the  French 
General  upon  this  occafion.    He  told  M.  de  Roche- 
^faphouart,  who  fignified  the  intentions  of  his  Majefty: 
n   to  him,  that  he  had  orders  from  his  Holincfs  not  to 
v-'-fpake  the  leaft  refiftance,  but  at  the  fame  time  to 
4?.P^^^^®  ^^  ^^^>  /;&fl//«f^  a  condu^  placed  thofe  who 
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1768.  purfued  it  in  the  cafe  of  the  ecclejiafiical  punijhments 
fiaied  by  the  Bnll  in  Ca^na  Domini,  The  Duke  dc 
Choifeul's  intention — vvho  had  the  total  extirpation 
of  the  Jefuits  from  Chriftendom  at  heart,  and  who 
imagined  that  he  faw  the  interference  of  that  fe6b 
in  this  quarrel  * — was  at  leaft  determined,  not  to 
return  to  Rezzonico  this  portion  of  his  dominions, 
not  only  'till  after  he  had  given  fatisfaftion  to  the 
Infant  of  Parma,  but  alfo,  till  he  had  annihilated 
that  Order,  which  he  purfued  with  fuch  implacable 
vengeance.  The  Pope  had  the  courage  to  refufe 
his  compliance,  and  died  without  having  fulfilled 
either  of  thefe  points  j  which  were  obtained  only  un- 
der his  fucceflbr  Ganganelli.  ;!^ni  jt'H 

The  firft  reports  fpread  of  the  intended  invafion 
of  Avignon,  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  pub-  ■■ 
He  a  wager  of  a  lingular  kind.    The  Marquis  de   . 
Poyanne,   at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in   : 
1763,  had  given   to   M.   de  Brancas   the   fum  of 
18,000  livres  f,  of  which  the  latter  was  to  return 
12  livres  J  per  day,  till  the  firft  ad  of  hoftility  be-, 
tween  France  and  any  other  Power,  in  which  cafe    ' 
M.  de  Brancas  was  to  keep  the  reft  of  the  wager, 
with   a  provifo,  ncvcrthelefs,  that  he  (hould  coniiii: 
tinue  the  payment  upon  the  fame  footing  as  long  gs   -: 
the  peace  lafted.     The  queftion  was,  whether  this  : 
invaHon  was  an  a£t  of  hoftility,  as  there  was  neither    . 


*  We  refer  to  the  Appendix  for  a  manufcript  letter  from  Robms,  ' 
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which  wax   circulated    at  the  time, .  and  feems  tp  treat  ihs'  Ji$ 

matter  thorpaghly^  though  the  author  has  be^n  fpiind  miftaking    .; 

in  his  politics.  .    ^      • 

t  Sewn.hundred  and  fifty  pounds.       >^^*'  ^^m^y^i^^  ,,iii^^^ 

t  Ten  (hillings.  ,     ;>>   ;tvilut:>K^  ,!»3tui    ,4^^^ 
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refiflance  nor  defence — that  not  a  fingle  gun  was    1768. 
fired-^and  that  the  Miniilers  refpe^tively  remained 
in  the  Courts  where  they  refided.     It  is  not  known 
how  the  queftion  was  determined,  which  however 
was  foon  fettled  by  the  Corlican  war. 

The  idand  of  Corficahad  been  forty  years  in  infur-' 
redbion  againft  the  Republic  of  Genoa:  which  perfifted 
in  afllimingthe  title  of  Lord  Paramount  over  it }  and 
after  having  incurred  enormous  expences,  and  ex- 
haufted  it's  ftrength  to  no  purpofe,  had  been  obliged 
to  have  recourfc  to  France  j  which,  inftead  of  fend- 
ing fubfidies,  had  taken  upon  herfelf  to  defray  the 
expences  of  the  Sovereignty,  and  to  contain  with 
her  troops  the  pretended  rebels  of*  this  kingdom. 
But  thefe  alTiftances  failing  at  the  time  of  the 
peace,  and  the  Genoefe  being  ilill  unable  to  fubdue 
by  their  arms,  or  to  bring  back  by  gentle  means,  a 
people  whom  their  cruelties  had  alienated  from  them, 
the  Corficans,  as  foon  as  the  French  Ihould  have  re- 
tired, were  upon  the  eve  of  enjoying  that  liberty 
which  they  claimed  as  their  original  right;  and 
whichj  even  under  the  Romans,  thofe  conquerors  of 
the  earth,  they  had  never  been  deprived  of,  except 
by  force  and  for  a  time.  Unfortunately  for  them, 
there  was  a  Choifeul  in  the  Miniftry  of  Verfailles. 
He  gave  the  Council  to  underftand,  that  it  would 
be  an  eafy  matter  to  obtain  from  the  Republic  of 
Genoa  the  ceflion  of  this  ifland,  which  was  only  a 
burthen  to  it,  and  which,  in  fad):,  it  was  obliged  to  . 
abandon  :  he  reprefented  it  as  one  of  the  beft  acquifiw,; 
tions  that  could  be  obtained,  as  a  fertile  and  ex-- ' 
cellent  colony,  very  well  calculated  to*  afford  us  a 
partial  indemnity  for  others,  and  efpecially  for  Ca-  ' 
nadjij  fince,  exclufive  of  the  furs,  we  might  find 
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1768.  there  every  thing  we  ufed  to  bring  from  that 
eoumry,  efpecially  wood  for  Aiip-buildingi  and  na- 
val (lores  of  different  kinds  *  i  that  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  preferVe  ic>  on  account  of  it's  proxi-< 
mity ;  that,  in  a  word,  this  projtdb  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  double  advantage  of  fecuring  to 
oui^ielves  a  port  for  the  prote(5tion  of  our  trade  in 
the  Miditerranean,  and  of  taking  it  from  Great 
Britain)  which,  as  he  pretended,  had  the  matter  in 
Contemplation.  The  political  views  of  the  Minifter 
did  not  fail  of  applaufe :  the  King  atone  was  alarm- 
ed at  them,  from  the  apprthenfion  that  they  might 
excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  Engliih.  M.  de  Choifeul 
yn»  too  good  a  Courtier  not  to  remove  the  King's 
leftrs  upon  this  account,  and  to  promife  his  Ma-^ 
jefty;  that  the  purchafe  and  conquefl:  of  the  ifland 
would  be  completed,  without  their  Ihewing  marks 
of  diffatisfaftion  by  any  rupture.  Undoubtedly^ 
there  were  fome  ntembers  prudent  enough  to  take 
,  alfo  into  confideration  the  expences  which  this  ex- 
pedition muft  ncccflarily  occafion ;  but  either  no 
,  jgrseat  attention  was  paid  to  them,  or  they  deceived 
themfclves  with  refpeft  to  the  fum  they  might 
amount  to;  and  it  was  refolved  to  complete  ^the 
acquilition.  One  circumilance  was  not  examined 
into,  which,  however,  it  would  have  been  very  pro- 
per to  do  ;  this  was,  whether  the  rights  of  the 
Republic  of  Genoa  over  Corfica  wete  really  well 
.founded  j  whether  the  uninterrupted  claims  of  a 
;  whole  pjtoplei  who^  for  half  a  century  paft,  had 

1  ••■"tt.iT4-v''ttr.j  vJ-if f/f>: 


''''■^AlitheTeadvAntage6  are  difcufled  in  a  letttr  from  a  Phih- 
JS^fkfrtrttvillinginCtr/iea,  a  manufcript  which  our  reader)  will 
lie  with  pleafure.  Appendix,  N»  II. 
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ihaken  off  it's  tyrannic  yoke,  were  not  infinitely 
more  legitimate  {  in  a  word,  whether,  admitting  the 
juftice  of  thefe  pretended  rights,  it  were  allowable 
for  that  State  to  transfer  it's  fovereignty  to  France, 
without  the  exprefa,  or  at  leaft  the  tacit  confeat  of 
the  nation. 

Without    arguing  thefe  great   diplomatic  quef- 
tions,  referved  for  the  difcuillon  of  idle  fpeculators, 
and  which  are  at   moil  only  fit  for  vain   treatifes 
upon  the  rights   of  nature  and   nations,   the  Mi- 
niftry  of  Verfailks!  excrcifcd  the  only  law  of  Sove- 
reigns,   the   law   of  the  ftrongeft.     The  Marquis 
de  Chauvelin,    appointed   General  of  the    King's 
forces,  at  his   arrival,  without  any  previous  cere- 
mony, produced  an  edift  from  his  mailer,  in  which 
his  Majefty  announced  himfelf  as  King  of  Corfica, 
and    by  a   particular    ordonnance   declared    every 
one  a  rebel  who  fhould  not  fubmit,  and  fhould  at- 
tempt, according  to   the  principle  of  natural  right, 
to  repel  force  by  force.     In  a  word,  it  was  enjoined, 
that   the   Corfican  (hips  fhould  hoilb  the  French 
flag,  otherwife   they   were  to  be  declared  pirates, 
and  all  other  Powers   were   invited  to   fall  upon 
them.     Some  of  the  firft  a£ts  of  hoftility  being  at- 
tended with  fuccefs,  puffed  up  the  vanity  of  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  who  caufed  them  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Gazette  of  France,  with  childilh  pa- 
rade and  indecent  expreilions*     He  had  occafion 
to  repent  of  this  i  and  the  account  of  the  difgraces 
which  the   French  troops  foon   experiencedj  wal 
quickly  returned  by  the  foreign  Gazettes,  with  marks 
of  fatisfadiort,  which  convinced-   him   with  how 
much  indignation  all  £urope  beheld  this  invafion; 

A  moderate, 
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A  moderate,  but  Brm  manifefto,  publifhed  in  the 
name  of  the  General  and  of  the  Supreme  Council  of 
State  of  the  kingdom  of  Corfica,  contributed  not  a 
little  to  increafe  it.    This  proud  people  complained 
in  it,  that  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  after  having 
cxprefsly  declared  them  to  be  free  and  independent, 
and  after  having  treated,  upon  this  footing,  of  an 
accommodation  between  their  nation  and  the  Re- 
public of  Genoa,  during  four  years  confecutively, 
fpoke  of  fubftituting  himfelf  to  pretended  rights, 
the  infufficiency  of  which  he   had  acknowledged. 
The  manifefto  further  fet  forth,  that  even  admit- 
ting the  fovereignty  of  Genoa,  it  could  not  have 
been  ellablifhed  but  by  a  proper  contract  between 
the    two  parties  j   which  was  necelTarily  dilTolved 
when  infringed  by  one  of  the  parties,   by  a  cef- 
fion  made,  not  only  without  the  confent  of  the  other, 
but  to  wiilch  it  had  not  even  been  called  upon  to 
accedes  for  it  was  previoufly  neceiTary  to  inquire, 
whether  the  motives  which  might  have  influenced 
the  voluntary  refolutions  of  Corfica  to  enter  ^nto 
a  contraft  with  Genoa,  were  the  fame  with  refpi^ft 
to  France.      The  confideration   which  the  nation 
had  always  had  for  the  French  troops,  was  likewii*<i 
urgedj  as   being  far  from    furnilhing    them    with 
a  pretence    for    treating    the    Corficans   as    ene- 
mies j  the  perfidy  of  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  was 
complained  of,  who,  after  having  written  to  aflure 
them  that  their  fituatipn  was  not  changed,  and  that 
the  negotiations  relative  to  a  pacificatioa  with  the , 
Republic  of  Genoa  might  be  renewed,  fuffered  that 
the  troops  introduced  under  phis  pretence  ihould . 
exercife  real  a6ks  of  hpftility,  (hould  endeavour  to  ( 
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irtvadc  the  kingdom,  and  to  treat  the  Corficans  as 
a  conquered  nation  as  a  ftoek  of  Jheep  fold  at  the 
market. 

This  manifefto  was  fujiported  by  fo  vigorous  i 
defence,  that  the  end  of  the  campaign  turned  in- 
circly  to  the  honour  of  the  Corficans.  They  had 
Paoii  at  tjieir  head,  at  once  a  Man  of  Letters,  a 
Legiflator,  a  Politician,  and  a  General ;  at  leaft,  fuch 
was  the  chara<5ler  he  bore  at  that  time.  He  was 
perfeftly  fenfible,  that  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
oppofe  fingly  the  efforts  of  France ;  but  his  objeft 
.^as  to  gain  time,  by  carrying  on  a  war  of  chicanery, 
to  undermine  the  enemy's  army  by  the  intemperance 
of  the  climate,  by  the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  fpor, 
and  by  difeafes  :  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  fhould 
have  fome  fupport  from  England,  and  did,  in  fad, 
receive  fuccours  from  thence,  through  the  means  of 
fome  individuals  going  to  Corfica,  and  he  expedled 
more  effeftual  exertions. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  murmurs  were  very  con-  " 
fiderable  in  France  :  an  infinite  number  of  mtn  had 
been  loft  j  the  expences  amounted  already  to  the 
thirtieth  million,  and   all  the  letters  received  from ' 
the  fpor,  far  fr6m  bringing  any  comfort,  contained 
nothing  but  lamentations.     So  dreadful  a  defcrip- 
tion  was  even  given  of  it,  that,  fuppofing  the  com-  ' 
plcte  furrender  of  the  IQand,  it  was  expe<fted  to  find 
it  deferted  and  uncultivated  j  and  that  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  create  every  thing  anew,  and  to  facri- i 
fiice  two  hundred  millions  *,  before  any  advantage* 
could  be  reaped  from  it.    The  Duke  de  Choifeul, 
who  was  eafily  dazzled  with  the  firft  brilliant  fpccu-  * 
lations  that  prcfentcd   themfelvcs    to  his   imagi-^ 

*  Upwards  of  eight  millions  fterliag* 
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1768.  nation,  had  not  the  obflinacy  of  a  man  of  con- 
'  ~~  fined  talents,  and  was  as  cafily  brought  back  to 
more  prudent  confiderations,  difcovered  the  folly  of 
his  projc(ft.  He  would,  perhaps,  have  given  it 
up,  if  the  favour  he  enjoyed,  and  cfpecially  his  ho- 
nour, had  not  depended  upon  the  fuccels  of  it. 
The  King  grew  out  of  temper ;  the  Marquis  de' 
Chauvelin,  his  favourite,  exafperated  at  being  ob- 
liged to  fly  from  a  handful  of  mountaineers,  was 
inccffantly  complaining,  that  he  had  been  fent  with 
,  too  few  troops  j  he  earneftly  alked  for  more,  and,  in 
order  that  his  conduft  might  lefs  be  called  in  queftion, 
he  exaggerated  the  difficulties,  expences,  and  little 
advantage  to  be  gained  from  this  conqueft  ;  he  was 
particularly  in  extreme  apprehenfions  left  the  Englifti 
fliould  fall  upon  him,  and  then  all  would  have  been 
,  loft.      The  Duke  de  Choifeul  faw  that  there  was  no 

polTibility  of  retracing ;  he  intimidated,  feduced, 
or  lulled  the  Court  of  London,  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
it  did  not  interfere ;  he  refolved  to  fill  Corfica  with 
troops,  and  fent  ro  the  number  of  forty-eight  bat- 
talions there  >  he  caufed  to  be  fubftituted  to  the 
Marquis  de  Chauvelin,  Count  Vaux,  a  rigid  and 
even  a  hard  General,  who  fpoke  of  nothing  but 
gallows  and  executioners,  and  flattered  him  with 
the  baton  of  Marflial  of  France,  if  he  Icoured  Cor- 
fica with  difpatch.  This  General  fulfilled  his  com- 
miflion  too  ably,  without  doubt  j  for,  having  nothing 
to  do  but  to  prefent  himfelf  every  where,  in  lefs 
than  two  months  time  he  became  mafter  of  the 
^  whole  ifland  j.  and  this  rapidity  of  conquefts,  by 
which  he  flattered  himfelf  to  arrive  at  the  promifed 
dignity,  ferved  as  a  pretence  not  to  promote  him 
to  it :  he  had  done  nothing  of  fo  great  difficulty 
as  to  merit  fuch  a  reward,  by  putting  him  over 
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the  he^d  of  (o  m^ny  old  officers  not  Icfs  dcferv- 
ing.        '.'<   r?  '       -  ••   - 

In  fad,  it  was  difcouragcment  alone  that  had  done 
all  the  bufinefs.  The  principal  Chiefs,  not  finding 
in  England  the  refources  they  expd(fled,  and  the  prof- 
pedt  of  which  had  aflifled  them  in  keeping  yp  the 
hope  and  courage  of  their  countrymen,  confidered  the 
refiflance  as  unavailing  as  it  was  perilous*  They 
took  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  States,  and  Paoli, 
who  went  to  London,  lofl  there  his  vain  titles — his 
*glory,  equally  frivolous — and  his  talents,  which  be- 
came doubtful.  .^JT 

The  fuccefs  of  the  invafion  of  Corfica  retarded 
for  eighteen  months  the  fall  of  the  Duke  de  Choi-»     • 
feul.  It  was  become  inevitable,  by  a  change  produced 
in.  the  interior  of  the  Court  j  a  change  which  the 
Minifler  might  have  prevented,  and  the  fatal  Con-  ,  ^ 
fequences  of  which  he  had  neither  feared  nor  fuffi-r 
ciently  forefeen.     Before  we  enter  into  a  detail  of  ^j 
this  fingular  anecdote,  by  refuming  the  private  life  . 
of  the  Monarch,  let  us  continue  the  defcription  of 
the  flate  of  the  Finances,  of  Juftice,  and  of  Religion, 
the  only  branches  of  adminiitration  we  have  to  go  * 
through.  •  v 

We  have  feen  in  what  manner  M.  de  Laverdy 
was  become    Comptroller  General.     This  choice,    ; 
made  from  the  clafs  of  the  Magiflracy,  and  from    « 
among  the  members  of  the  Parliament   that  were    : 
the  moft  aufle/"*  produced  a  moment  of  enthufiafm.    v 
People  flattered   ihcmfelves,  that   it  was  ferioufly    , 
thought   of  to  re-cftabli(h   order   in  the  finances: 
nothing    but  retrenchments   and    ceconomy  were 
fpoken  of.    The  Marchionefs  of  Pompadour,  con- 
tributing herfelf  to  maintaijn  the  high  opinion  of   ; 
thh  fage  at  Court,  affeded  to  fend  him  a  paper    ^ 
jiiij  la  .  box, 
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box,  in  which  was  the  pi<5lure  of  Sully.  In  a  note- 
written  by  herfelf  (he  gallantly  told  him,  tha?» 
thinking  he  had  too  much  modefty  to  get  his  own 
pifture  drawn,  Ihe  fcnt  him  his  true  likenefs  j  and  at 
the  bottom  of  the  box  were  the  following  four  lines  : 

...       De  I'habile  ct  fagc  Sully 
'"'  II  ne  nous  refte  que  I'imagc  : 

Aujourd'hui  ce  grand  perfonnagc 
-.:,  .        Va  revivre  dans  Lavcrdy  *. 

« 

The  nrft  operations  of  the  Minifter  were  truly 
patriotic.      A  few  days   after  his  promotion,  the 
Parliament  regiftered  a  declaration,  permitting  to 
.carry  on  the  trade  and  tranfportation  of  corn  of  every 
kind,  from  one  province  to  another,  without  paying 
any  duties  j  and,  a  few  months  after,  they  publilhed 
an  edift  upon  the  fame  matter,  by  which  the  corn 
trade  was  declared  entirely  free,  without  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  permit  to  introduce  the  corn  into  the  king- 
dom, or   to  fend  it   out,  at  the  charge  only  of  a 
trifling  duty  for  the  importation  ;  and  forbidding  the 
exportation  from  the  ports  and  places  fituated  on 
the  frontier,  only  when  the  value  of  the  corn  fliould 
have  rifen  in  three  confecutive  markets  to  a  certain 
fixed  and  alarming  price.     But  it   was  ftill  to  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul  that  thefc  happy  innovations  in 
the  internal   adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  were 
owen  }  or  rather,  to  a  new  fe6b  of  Philofophers,  who 
began  to   acquire  reputation,  and  the  chief  perfon 

.y.Cw^  .J  *  Of  Sully,  oncefo  wife  and  great,   ^^^<^^'^/>.^4^, 

-    "  The  image  only  we  retain;  '..     '  v) 

•.f*c;^'?^r>"-f^' But  now,  that  Minifter  of  State     rn'j^3''iv,  * 

In  Lavcrdy  ihall  live  again,      *ii^^'  <iav(«»a  ?iAJ.# 
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of  whom  being  about  th€  Marchionefs,  had  acquir- 
«d  a  great  (hare  of  weight  and  infiuence.  It  is 
proper  to  introduce  theie  Philofophers  to  our  readers, 
on  account  <^  the  important  light  they  appeared  in 
at  that  time.  Thefe  alterations,  then,  fprang  from  the 
authors  oftheEncyclopsediaj  a  word,  which,  accor- 
ding to  it's  definition,  embraces  the  whole  circle  of 
human  fciencej  and  is  a  fyftem  <i)f  univerfal  know- 
ledge. Bur,  as  one  man  cannot  be  equal  to  fuch  a 
variety  of  objefts,  this  fet  of  Philofophers  attached 
themfelves  chiefly  to  metaphyfics  and  morality. 
One  clafs  among  them,  allured  by  a  particular  pro- 
penfity,  turned  their  fpecwlations  towards  agrarian 
matters,  and  the  part  of  Adminiftration  rtlative  ro 
them  J  in  a  word,  to  tl>e  internal  ceconomy  of  the 
kingdom :  from  whence  they  obtained  the  title  of 
<Economifts.  The  perfo'n  who  Wxis  moft  ve-rfed  in 
this  fcience,  was  M.  Quefnay,  phyfician  to  Madame 
de  Pompadour.  Lewis  XV.  who  was  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  enthufiaft  to  go  in  fearch  o^f  merit,  had  too 
much  fenfe  not  to  be  attached  to  it,  when  it  came 
immediately  in  his  way.  He  was  pleafed  with  M* 
Quefnay  j  converfed  freely  with  him  -,  ufed  to  call 
him  his  thinker i  and  gave  him  for  arms  three  flowers 
of  Penjee*,  This  phyfician  initiated  his  Majefty  in 
the  myfteries  of  ceconomic  principles,  or  rather 
taught  him  the  elements  of  them,  which  are  very 
fimple  J  for  this  fcience  is  only  become  complicated 
and  abftrufc  from  the  pedantry  of  it's  profeflbrs. 
The  Marquis  de  Mirabcau,  author  of  the  book, 

•  Peujee  fignifies  thought,  from  whence  our  name  of  Panfy 
t»  thia  flower^  which  is  vplgiurly  called  heart's-cafe. 
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intltled,  ^'ami  des  Hpmmes  f,  had  not  a  little  contri» 
buted  to  this,  in  publifhing  this  work,  which, 
though  full  of  excellent  views,  is  rendered  obfcure 
by  the  confufion  of  ideas,  the  barbarous  afFedation 
of  coining  new  words,  the  Angular  turns,  and  efpe- 
cially  by  it'§  emphatic  pedantry,  which  is  particu- 
larly calculated  to  create  difguft.  His .  book,  how- 
ever, produced  a  quite  contrary  efFeft  j  it  excited 
attention  upon  matters  fo  important  as  agriculture 
and  population  j  the  thoughts  of  every  one  were 
turned  to  thefe  branches  of  Adminiftration,  which, 
being  well  difcufled  by  clearer  writers,  a  happy  re- 
volution was  efFeded  in  thefe  particulars,  that 
would  have  rendered  France,  much  more  flourilhing, 
if  there  had  not  been  Minifters  at  the  head  of  the 
kingdom,,  who  were  more  attentive  to  turn  this 
improvement  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  trea- 
fure,  than  to  the  advantage  and  happinefs  of  the 
fubjefls.  .  The  clearing  of  lands,  the  Jabour%  of  the 
field,  and  rural  oeconomy,  were  now  the  only  topics 
of  conyerfation.  All  the  fciences  of  fpeculation  and 
of  utility  rgfulting  from  them,  had  their  acadernies  in 
France  i  they  were  ftudied  there  with  care  and  at- 
tention i  the  branches  of  agriculture  and  com-r 
mc^rce  alone,  which  are  of  primary  neceflity  and  ufe^ 
which  are  the  rnoft  intcrefting  of  all  tp  the  fup- 
port  and  the  power  of  a  gr^at;  empire,  were  negled- 
Iicb3£  Thi$  ;iegledl  made  us  alhamed  j  and  compa- 
nies were  formed,  in  the  feveral  provinces  of  the 
State,  who  were  employed  in  carrying  thef^  fciences 
to  the  degree  of  perfeftion  they  are  capable  of,  an4 
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it\  procuring  to  the  kingdom  thofe  refources,  which 
it  cart  improve,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  fertility  of 
it's  foil ;  and,  on  the'  other,  by  it's  fortunate  pofi- 
tion  upon  the  Ocean  and  the  M-editerrancan.  Britany 
firft  Cet  the  example:  a  fociety  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  the  arts,  was  formed  there,  with  the 
approbation  of  ^hc  King.  This  example  was  foon 
followed  at  Paris,  and  in  other  places. 

The  labours  of  the  field  began  to  be  holden  in 
fome  eftimation\  experiments  were  made ;  and  great 
Noblemen  did  not  think  it  unworthy  of  them  to  at- 
tend to  tlicfe  objeds.  The  clafs  of  Peafants,  hi- 
therto fo  much  defpifed,  and  fo  much  opprefled, 
acqtiircd  a  fort  of  confiftency,  and  a  greater  (hare 
t)f  confideration.  They  were  encouraged  j  and  wc 
became  letifible  of  the  abfurdity  of  fufFering  one 
province  to  be  familhed,  while  a  neighbouring 
one  was  replete  with  corn;  and  of  preventing  cul- 
tivators ffom  reaping  the  benefit  of  tlieir  plentiful 
harveft,  by  procuring  to  ftrangers  a  fubfiftcnce  they 
Alight  be  in  want  of;  and  accordingly  the  wife 
laws  we  have  been  mentioning  were  enafled. 

A  declaration  of  the  King,  notifying  an  exemption 

from  taxes  and  other  impofts,  (or  marlhy  lands  that 

Were  dried  up  j  and  another,  notifying  a  rufpenfion, 

<lurihg  tbrce  years,  of  the  privileges  of  the  ofiicers 

of  the   King's  houfeh<^d,  as  alfo,  that  the  ofiicers 

of  the  Courts  of  Juftice  lliould  not  enjoy  any  ex- 

'' emption  frpm  taxes,  unlefs   they  refided  upon  the 

^"  fpot  where  their  offices  were  eftabliflied,  continued 

"to  do  honour  to  M.  deXaverdy,  becaufe  it  was 

imagined  they  proceeded  from  him,  and  that  he  was 

^employed   in    alleviating  the  lot  of    the   country 

''^'people.     The  miftaki;  did  not  laft   long;  ic  was 

*        I  4  fooft 
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foon  dif<povercd,  that  this  Cornptroller  General  was 
neither  attached  to  Philofophers  nor  their  fcience  j 
and  that  thinking  he  was  inpoflTefljon  of  every  kind 
of  knowledge,   he  rejeded  every  foreign  inforoia- 
tion  ;  he  iflued  a  declaration,  forbidding  to .  write, 
print,  or  publilh   any  thing  upon   the  reform  or 
adminiftration  of  the  finances  i  it  bears  the  marks 
of  a  low-minded,  narrow,  and  trifling  cad  of  cha-' 
rafter,  and  tending   to  defpotifm.     In  a  word,  his 
€.di6t  for  paying  off  the  debts  of  the  State  betrayed 
his  folly.      This  edi6l,   an  eternal  monument   of 
fiiame  for  the  Minifter  who  conceived  it,  and  the 
Parliament  which  regiftered   it,  not  only  brought 
no  relief  to  the  State,  but  even  oppreflfed  it  with 
freih  impofts,  and  gave  a  greater  extenfion  to  the  old 
ones.     The  pretence  was,  the  eftablifhment  of  two 
treafuries,  one  for  the  payment  of  the  annuities  and 
bills  due  by  the  King,  the  other  for  the  reimbiirf- 
ing  and  extinftion  of  the  capitals.     To  do  this  th^ 
more  cfFeftually,  and  to  take  in  the  whole  of  the 
^ebts  at  one  view,  all  the  bearers  of  coritrafts  were 
obliged  to  have  them  renewed  and  examined  j   and 
the  bearers  of  bills  were  to  have  them  liquidate4 
^nd  turned  into  contrads  j  which  were  formalities 
as  t;cdious  and  trouble foiiie,  as  they  were  expenfive, 
)Doth  to  individuals  and  to  the  King.     But  as  foon  as 
this  change  was  made,  nothing  more  was  to  be  '•e- 
quircd.      His  Majefty  was  much  pleafed  with  this 
arrangement,  which  put  him  at  his  eafe.     Having 
j-net  the  Duke  de  Bouillon,  who  was  loaded  \vitli 
debt,  the  King  alked  him  how  his  affairs  went  on ? 
"  Very  badly,  Sire,"  anfwered  the  Duke,  irnagii^ 
Ing,'  perhaps,   that  he  (hould  awaken  the  Monarch's 
bciievolcncc  ;  "very  badly  j  my  creditors  ffill' tor- 
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"  4nent  me  exceedingly  "  but  the  oAly  confolation 
be  received  from  the  King  was,  fVfy  don't  you  do  as 
I  do?  Laverdy  has  jufi  cleared  me,  -rfr?-  '-* 

•  •  This  clearing  was,  in  fa6t,  an  additional  load i  for, 
in  order  to  affume  a  ftriftcr  air  of  fcverity,  the 
Comptroller  General  —  very  different  from  thofe 
who  take  no  account  of  the  injuftices  of  their  pre- 
deceflbrs,  and  do  not  think  themfelves  obliged  to 
repair  them— reftored  the  reduced  annuities  upon  the 
footing  of  the  old  capitals,  but  only  for  the  reimr- 
burfement.  This  was  a  bait  thrown  out  to  his  bre- 
thren of  the  Parliament,  who  had  many  of  thefe  an- 
nuities, and  flattered  themfelves  they  fliould  be  reim- 
burfed  the  firit,  though,  according  to  the  edid,this 
was  only  to  be  done  by  cafting  lots.  It  was  even 
faid,  that  the  great  bench  was  paid  off  immediately  j 
which  confiderably  facilitated  the  regiftcring.  >r/4v 
-,  The  Council  was  pleafed  with  M.  de  Laverdf 
Ibr  this  contrivance,  which  thus  made  the  levying  of 
\\\t  tvfoVingtiemeSy  and  other  impofts,  legally  valid, 
whereas  otherwife  this  was  only  done  by  a  regiftiy 
entered  at  a  Bed  of  Juftice,  ^  method  always  odious. 
The  Pf^rliament  annihilated  by  this  all  their  own  re- 
monftrances,  and  thofe  of  the  other  Parliaments; 
fhey  feemed  to  come  to  an  avowal  of  their  fault,  to 
pwn  themfelves  guilty  of  an  unreafonable  refiftance, 
and  to  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  the  ftrokes  of  au* 
iphority  exerted;  >yith  fo  much  rigour  againft  the  pro- 
vinces. Accordingly,  the  Court  of  Aids,  more  at- 
t^))tive  to  avoid  this  incondftency,  and  to  prelerve 
the  hpnouf  of  the  Magiftracy,  after  various  modifi-. 
fatjpns,  added  thefe  remarkable  words :  , ;  ■  ,- 
,,**  Our  f^jd  Lord  the  King  fhall  aifo  be  implored 
|r,|9,rfi)^der  to  the  whole  body  of  the  Magiftraqr 
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"  thcjuftice  due  to  them  for  the  unheard-of  violences 
*?  -  eiccrcifcd  againft  the  feveral  Court«  of  his  king- 
*'  dom,  and  to  remove  the  apprcheniions  of  his  peo- 
**  pie,  who,  wicnefles  of  the  exceffes  Which  have  been 
<•  Committed  againft  the  Magiftrates,  have  learnt 
i*  but  too  well  what  they  had  to  fear,  if  fuch  abufes 
"  of  the  milkary  authority  were  ttot  fupprefled  by 
V-  the  fevereft  puniihmehts.     Ordered,  that  collated 
*.<  copies  of  the  prefent  declaration,  and  alfo  of  the 
**  prefent  decree,  be  fent  to  the  provinees,  under  the 
"  jurifdiftion  of  a  Court  of  Subfidies,  &c."         '^' 
•  Another  part  of  this  cdift,  which  had  been  fihgii-^ 
krly  flattering  to  the  Parliament,  and,  perhaps,  had 
kn^oled  in  a  certain  degree  upon  the  nation,  Wa^ 
the.  cftablifhment  of  a  Chamber  compdfed  of  the 
Members  of  that  Company,  to  attend  to  the  obfer- 
vanc  ;  Dfxheedi6fc,  to  condoft  all  the  operations  of 
hi  and  to  decide  ail  the  cjueftions  and  difputes  that 
"Qiight  arife  on  account  of  them.     But  this  Chamb^ 
.paired  only  an  additional  burthen  to  the  kihgdom^ 
^rom  the  falaries  given  to  it's  members.     Moreover, 
it  did  not  put  a.ftop  td  the  embeMktetrtt  of  tli^  fi- 
nance*} it  did  not  procure  any  exa<5trtefs  fn  the  pay- 
nientff;  the  reimburfement  of  the  capitals  only  todk 
place  once  or  twice,  as  much  as  wis  neceffary  tb 
{atisfy  the  engagements  taken  with  the  moft  diftin- 
guilhed  members  of  this  Company  j  and  the  difoi'dir 
of  the   finances,   irtlleafd  of  diminiihihg,   6nly  in- 
crcafed.     On  the  one  hand,  it  was  neceffary  to  fiij)- 
ply  the  King's  cxpences,  whb,  having  tib  tcktibiif' 
Icdgcd  mTftrefei  had  ntiany  caprices,  ahd  was  itlnf-- 
rounded  by  -greedy  courtiers  and  favourites,  *vi/k6 
availed  themfelves^  6f  hrs  eafy  difpolitfofi.     On  the 
pther  hand,  the-  Duke  dcr  -Choifeisrs'  pVbdigairtles, 
19     ,  •         who, 
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\»tho,  not  being  more  ceconomical  of  the  wealth  of  1768. 
the  State  than  of  his  own,  afked  the  part  of  the  pcttjy  ~" 
'  fovereign  in  his  way,  and  had  itiU  more  creatures  to 
gratify  than  his  mafter.  <^<.:  /.vT-^a^m^w  'H.'i,-„wi*-*i-i 
M.  de  Laverdy,  who,  under  an  hypocritical  air  of 
modefty,  entertained  an  unbounded  ambition,  not 
being  able  to  remain  in  ofHce,  without  fupplying  the 
continual  demands  of  Lewis  XV.  and  of  his  Minlfter^ 
was  inceflantly  employed  in  fcekingout  newrefourcesi 
and  as  he  had  none  in  the  branch  of  finances,  which 
he  |did  not  in  the  leafl:  underiland,  he  was  obliged 
to  receive  all  the  ideas  fuggefted  to  him  by  greedy 
fubalterns.  Every  time  there  was  a  want  of  money, 
recourfe  was  had  to  fome  new  fifca)  invention,  which 
occaiioned  remonflrances  from  the  Courtsr,  for  he 
could  not  always  bribe;  and  fonietimes  patrtotifni) 
or  ill-humour  prevailed.  Nothing  was  more  dif- 
gufliQg  chj^n  the  anfwers  he  fuggefted  to  the  Kiagi 
,  in  which,  joining  the  meann^fs  of  falfity  to  a  ridicu^ 
.  lous  companion,  he  inceiTantly  ^Dured,  in  his  iisme» 
thftt  his  Majefty  bore  his  fufcje^s  in  his  heart  ;>rt^ 
that  it  was  againil  his  will  he  iacreafed  the  burthen 
of  th^ir  impofts^j-rthat  he  hoped  foon  to  be  tir  ji^ 
condition  to  relieve  them,  by  reforms  j  by  GBCononny^i 
by  a  good  ^dminifti'ation,  and  .by  the  improvement 
of  the  finances ;  while  every  thing  which  palled  un^ 
der  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  was  a  maaifeil  contradxe- 
tion  to  thefe  declarations.       ';2*343:tiv!j'&^;  ibiri    ,\- 

.;{*^it  was  this  Minifter  who  contributed  greatly  to 
increafe  the  troubles  of  Britany,  by  inoroaching  upon 
the  rights  of  the  States,  by  writing  infolcnt  letters ttf  *  • 
tl>enfi|  by  afterwards  afTuming  the  charaSier  of  author 
and  hiftorian,  and  by  difperfing  pamphlets,  in  which 
)je  (?ftvillcd  with  their  Wr^tcrs;^  td  dcftroy  their  privi- 
leges. 
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\j69.     leges,  and  eftablifh  the  dcfpotifm  of  the  King  upon 
the  ruins  of  their  public  right.  One  may  ftill  rccolleft 
with  what  contempt  he  was  treated,  in  fongs  made 
upon  him  in  this  province.     Ridicule  was  the  only 
weapon  turned  againft  him,  and  with  eflfc<5t.     The 
fame  was  foon  done  at  Paris  5  and,  what  moftly  ex- 
afperated  him,  was  a  caricature,  in  which  he  was  re- 
prefented  under  the  perfon  of  a  man  carrying  a  baf- 
ket  vpon  his  fhoulders,  with  a  cane  in  his  hand  in 
form  of  a  battle-ax  (the  diftinftion  of  the  Comp- 
troller General)  fearching  in  all  the  croffings,  and  in 
every  heap  of  dirt.     From  the  end  of  hi^  cane  fome 
Ti)\h  of  paper  were  coming  out,  intitled.  Decrees  of 
Council.     He   had   fpeftacles  upon  his  nofe,   and 
&emed  very  fhort-fighted :  a  ^atural  as  well  as  nro- 
ral  defe£fc  which  he  had.     At  the  bottom  of  the 
print  was  writ<?en,  jiu  grand  Chiffonier  de  France*, 
Ia  parody  of  Vefpafian,  who  had  laid  a  tax  upon 
,      urine,  the  derifion  of  him  was  carried  fo  far,  as  to 
addrefs  an  anonymous  proj«6t  to  him,  for  eftablilh- 
ing  public  privies  in  barrows  at  the  corner  of  the 
£ki!eet59  into  which  one  could  not  enter  without  pay- 
ing a  tax  i  a  project  of  little  expencc,  and  which 
was  to  bring  in  a  great  deal  to  the  Government.    It 
became  neceffary  to  difmifs  a  Minifter,  who,  being 

'\  the  ridicule  of  the  Court,  and  of  the  city,  began  to 

e^xcite  murmurs  and  infurre<5lions.  The  freedom 
granted  to,  the  corn  trade,  both  within  and  without  the 
kingdom,  far  from  producing  thofe  falutary  effefts 
that  were  expefted,  formed  a  diftrefling  period,  from 
.  .-  thjB. enormous  dearnefs  of  this  commodity}  a  dear- 
nej^  wiiich.  was  kept  up,  and  which,  except  fome 

^  fo  the  ^rtat  ra^maft  ^  fraiusft 
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flight  diminutions  at  intervals,  laded  till  the  death 
of  the  King.     Pcrfons  who  adhered  to  old  cuftoms,'" 
and  to  prejudices,  as  well  as  thofe  who  profited  by 
obflacles  and  conftraints,  attributed  this  calamity  to 
the  fyftem  of  the  innovators.     The  oeconomifts,  on 
the  contrary,  threw  the  blame  of  it  upon  bad  har- 
vells,  but  dill  more  upon  the  manner  in  which  their 
plan  had  been  modified.  They  pretended,  that  a  ha!f 
liberty  was  more  pernicious  than  a  total  conftraint. 
They  defended  themfelves  in  this  manner,  not  dar- 
ing to  reveal  the  true  caufe,  which  proceeded  from 
powerful  and  fecret  manoeuvres,  that  might  have 
been  traced  even  to  the  Throne,  and  the  Minifters  of 
which,  being  the  intermediate  agents,  (ct  feveral  fub- 
alterns  in  motion,  who,  dreading  neither  infamy  nor 
the  public   hatred,   enriched  themfelves.  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  people.     The  Government  were  happy 
to  put  a  ftop  to  inquiries,  by  fixing  the  attention  of 
the  public  upon  a  difgraced  Minifter,   who,  biding 
particularly  intrufted  with  the  adminiftratiott  of  the 
corn,  feemcd  refponfible  for  all  the  evils  of  dearth. 
Such  were  the  politics  of  the  end  of  the  ^'Cigh  of 
Lewis  XV.     When  the  meafure  of  iniquity  was  (vilU 
the  author  was  difmifled,  but  his  work  riemaincd.    ' 
Mi  de  Laverdy — who,  upon  his  entering  into  the 
office  of  Comptroller  General,  had  wi(hed  to  keep 
his  own  houfe,  in  order  to  retire  to  it  when  he 
ihould  return  to  a  private  lifej-^who  had  given  in  a 
ftate  of  his  moderate  fortune,  from  a  defire  that  it 
fhould  not  be  increafed  during  his  management  of 
the  finances  j — ^who,  being  a  fon-in-law  of  a  wbdllcn- 
draper,  fon  of  a  lawyer,  and  himfelf  of  the  com-' 
monalty,  wifhed  never  to  quit  this  clafs  of  men,  and 
had  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  intrcatcd  three  times 

before 

tM    ,    '  ■';■.-•,. 


1-5 

1768. 


-.■.■■•.,  :'■    .   ■  ■ 

♦  ' 


126.  THE    PRIVATE    LIFE 

^768.     before  he  entered  into  the  Miniftry — went  out  of  it 

•~" a  very  different  man.     A  genealogy  was  made  out 

for  him>  in  which  he  claimed  a  long  poiTeirion  of 
nobility  of  a  very  ancient  race,  and  became  capable 
of  afpiring  to  the  highell  honours.  He  wanted  to 
be  honorary  Counfellor  of  the  Parliament,  honorary 
•  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Belles  Lettres,  and  his 
vanity  was  hurt  at  not  having  remained  long  enough 
in  office  to  be  decoraled  with  the  Blue  Riband. 
Some  perfon,  in  order  to  pay  his  court  to  him,  hav- 
ing offered  him  an  exorbitant  price  for  his  little 
houfe  in  the  .ftreet  des  Blancs-tnanteaux,  he  fold  it, 
and  the  King  gave  him,  and  rebuilt  for  him,  the 
•  fn>all  hotel  of  Conti,  to  embellifli  which,  even  the 
hotel  of  the  Mint  was  blocked  up,  in  the  part  that 
wj^s  contiguous  to  it.     He  caufed  his  father-in-law, 

^  who  was  very  rich,  and  retired  from  trade,  to  make 

a  fecond  fortune,  more  confiderable  than  the  former. 
He  procured  alfo  a  great  fortune  to  his  brothers- 
in-law,  and  to  all  his  family,  and  himfclf,  poiTelling  a 
revenue  of  two  hundred  thoufand  livres  *,  had  reafon 
.•  to  write  to  his  daughters,  in  announcing  to  them 
his  retirement,  that  he  was  no  longer  in  the  finances. 
This  was  the  exprcfTion  he  made  ufe  of,  and  which 
charaderized  exactly  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
managed  his  office  to  his  own  emolument. 

27  Sept.  The  Duke  de  Choifeul  appointed  M.  Maynon 
d'Invau  his  fuccefTor.  His  gratitude  towards  this 
Counfellor  of  State,  the  fagacity  he    thought  he 

'^  r  *  had  obferved  in  his  reports  to  the  Council,  in  a 
word,^his  mild  and  moderate  difpofition,  rendered 
hip:i*  in  his  opinion,  worthy  of  this  trufl,  and  he  fuf-? 


*  Upwards  of  eight  thoufand  poandi. 
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fered  himfclf  to  be  blinded  by  friend(hip.     Befides,     1768. 
as  the  Comptroller  General  was  now  nothing  more        ' 
than  a   Firft   Clerk,   diftinguilhcd  by   the  title  of 
Chief  of  t  e  Council  of  Financt — a  dignity  which -the 
Duke  dc  Choifcul  had  rcftored  for  the  Duke  dc 
Praflin,   who,  himfclf  fatisficd  with  receiving  the 
rich  emoluments  of  the  office,  afted  only  under  the 
influence   of  his  coufin  —  the  Duke  de  Choifeul 
flattered  himfelf,  that  he  might  aflift  and  dire^  his 
favourite  with  his  counfels  ;  but  he  did  not  find  in 
him  the  man  he  expe(5led.     M.  d'Invau,  of  a  weak 
itate  of  health,  and  incapable  of  much  application^ 
was  unable  cither  to  fupport  the  burthen  by  himfelf, 
or  to  obey  the  violent  impulfe  of  his  leader;  he    .. 
was  equally  deficient  in  power  to  do  good  or  evil. 
He  did  npt  flay  long  ir  office.    The  only  thing  he 
can  be  reproached  with,  is,  by  a  blind  complaifance 
for  the   two  Minifters,  and   other  perfons  of  the 
Court,  who  had  formed  fpeculative  calculations  of 
fortune  upon  the  fufpenfion  of  the  charter  of  the 
India  Company,  to  have  ventured  the  firft  attccV 
upon  this  ellablifhment,   the  aiTtiquity  and  magni- 
ficence of  which,  as  well  as  the  name  of  it's  founder^    • 
ought  to  have  intitled  it  to  more  refped.     It  feems, 
that,  this  flain  has  not  done  any  injury  to  his  re- 
putation, which  he  owes  perhaps  lefs  to  himfelf,       "■ 
than  to  his  predccefTor  and    his  fuccefTor.    How-         V ' 
ever   this  may   be,  the  public;  were  pleafed  with 
the  courage  he  had,  to  fend  in  his  refignation  after 
the  meeting  of  a  Council,  in  which  his  projects 
were  not  approved,  and  ftill  more  with  his  having 
intreated  the   King   to  permit  him   to  refufe   the      "^ 
cuf^omary  penfion,  and>  as  he  had  not  been  of  any    '   ' 
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ufe  to  the  State  during  his  Miniftry,  that  he  rtiigtif 
not  at  leaft  be  a  burthen  to  it  in  his  retirement 
from  bufinefs.  He  was  fuccccded  by  the  famous 
Abbe  Terrai,  who  will  foon  diftinguifh  himfelf 
in  the  circle  of  Minifters  co-operating  to  fubvert 
the  conftitution  of  the  State,  and  to  complete  the 
ruin  of  the  finances  and  of  the  King's  credit.  The 
party  of  the  Choifcul's  began  to  decline.  The  new 
Comptroller  General  was  created  by  the  Chancellor 
Maupeou,  who,  meditating  on  his  part  a  great 
revolution  in  the  Magiftracy,  was  in  want  of  fuch 
an  afliftant.  .  >V  ,.|.|«v 

-,  The  Parliaments  were  in  a  more  violent  ferment' 
than  ever.  The  feeds  of  difcord  fown  among  therri 
by  the  pre-eminence  granted  to  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  had  produced  only  a  momentary  divifion.  -  A 
concern  of  a  more  urgent  nature  obliged  them  to 
re-unite.  If,  by  the  removal  of  thofe  rulers  who  had 
moleiled  them,  they  had  reaflurtsed,  according  to 
the  expreHion  of  a  celebrated  Attorney  General, 
Ig  haut  du  pave  *,  this  had  not  been  for  a  long  time; 
The  filence  which  the  Court  had  impofed  on  them 
upon  this  point,  and  the  favours  of  another  kind, 
with  which  thefe  Courtiers  had  been  loaded,  could 
not  mak€  them  expe£t  a  true  calm.  The  ftornt 
foon  raged  again,  and  with  greater  violence.  The 
deftruAion  of  the  Parliament  of  Pau,  to  which  the 
other  Parliaments  did  not  oppofe  themfelves  with 
fufficient  ftrength,  and  which  was  reftored  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  Minifters,  encouraged  them  to  bolder 
enterprizes  j  and  the  two  Attornies  General  of  Rcn- 


%*.  Tht  uppirbMd,  This  Attorney  General  was  M.  d«.  U  Cha^ 
lotais,  in  a  letter  to  his  foo^  printed  at  the  trial. 
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nes,  as  well  as  feveral  CounfcUors  of  that  Court,  at 
the  ei?e  of  lofing  their  heads,  made  the  Magiftrates 
of  the  other  Courts  fenfiblc  of  the  neccfTity  of  re-» 
doubling  their  efforts  to  fave  thefe  brethren,  and 
of  claiming  their  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their 
Peers.  This  trial  is  what  is  called  the  affair  of 
Britanyy  o  e  of  the  moft  incredible  tranfadions  in 
the  reign  of  Lewis  XV.  .  -*'<3f '#;!  i  sr*  "t  - 

It  took  it's  rife  from  the  decrees  iflued  agalnft  the 
Jefuits  II  j  and  in  the  accounts  given  on  this  fubjeft, 
M.  dc  la  Chalotiis,  the  author  of  thefe  writings, 
appeared  the  moft  formidable  adverfary  they  had  in 
Britany  j  and,  not  having  been  able  to  previent  their 
deftruftion,  they  thought  of  availing  themftlves  of 
the  powerful  party  they  had  in  this  province,  in 
order  to  excite  troubles  there,  and  make  it  the 
center  of  their  intrigues  to  procure  their  reftora- 
tion,  or  ^t  leaft  to  avenge  themfelves.  The  States 
of  1762,  had  furniflicd  them  with  the  opportunity^, 
of  beginning.  The  Bifhops, .  with  Defnos,  the  Bi* 
(hop  of  Rennes,  at  their  head,  were  for*  them.  Al* 
moft  all  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  with  fomc  mem* 
ber$  of  the  Nobility,  compofed  a  confideriable  ntim* 
ber,  fupported  and  protefted  by  the  Commaridkrir,^ 
who,  moreover,  difpofed  of  the  Common alty./.v.vf 

Their  objefthad  been,  to  invalidate  the  .decrcei 

that  had  diitolvcd  the  Society  in  Britany,  as  being 

made  againtt  the  rights  of  the  States— *-to  oppofe 

-  thefe  rights  to  thofe  of  the  Parliaments — and  to  fee 

the  nation  againft  itfelf.i'J'hcirpartizans' were 'very  ^ 
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II  This  narrative  is  partly  taken  from  a  manufcript  memorial 
oilML  de  i»C)Mlot«is,  which  is  in  the  library  of  the  Duke  d« 
Rohan. 
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1768.    warm}  (bme  gentlemen  of  quality  tifed  menactt^ 
'"  expreflions  to  each  other  upon  the  theatre  §,  and 

the  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  who  ought  to  have  put  a 
ftop  to  thefe  excefles,  indirectly  gave  a  fanftion  to 
them  by  his  filence.  They  returned  three  times 
to  the  charge  ;  and  fome  letters^  real  or  fl£titiouSy 
of  the  late  Dauphi^,  were  dandeftinely  read,  or 
caufed  to  be  read,  to  excite  the  people  in  favour 
of  the  Jefuits }  and  if  thefe  con^^motions  had  been 
left  to  take  their  free  courfe,  they  would  probably 
have  brought  on  a  civil  war  in  the  province,  which 
would  foon  after  have  dilFufed  itfelf  through  the 
whole  kingdom.  jtj^fjvi  ii*!*  urjLMu;^'^  tul 

^^-  M.  de  la  Chalotais,  as  much  interefted  by  mo* 
dves  of  felf-loAW,  and  perfonal  faiety,  as  of  pst- 
triotifm,  in  fupportrng  an  affair  of  which  he  had 
been  the  chief  in(Hgator,  averted  the  (roubles 
ttfhkh  the  Commandant — 'alternacely  protend  by 
thejeibits,  or  prote^ing  them*— was  endeavouring  to 
excite  ia  their  fayour«^  He  gave  previoiis  infoniKi- 
tioii  to  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  of  their  compiicac^d 
matioeuwes  j  which  being  detected,  loft  ^11  their 
«ffe£k  in  the  SJtates.  But  the  Society  thought#  mt- 
witManding^  chat  they  had  gained  a  confiderable 
point,.,  ia  making  their  quarrel  perfonal  to.  the 
Duke  d'AiguUlon,  who  was  become  '  an  innplacable 
.eneanfy  to  their  opponent.  Proud  of  thb  Chief* 
they  laid  the  plan :  of  fucceeding  in  another  man- 
ner.' .-M'.  - '..:i.-.i'jini>j'-:)i[:3  n< 
,  There  wete  in  ^ritany  general  compbints'ngtiivQ: 
the  adminiflration  of  the  Commandant  cokicer^ipg 

*>(Tliefl)am9  given  to  the  place  where  tile  Ocncnl  iMfitthly 
if  the  three  Orden  df  the  Sta(^is  holden. 
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.  the  great  roads.  The  Parliament:  had  taken  them 
into  confideration)  and,  as  the  Magiftrates  who 
brought  the  complaintsr  were  the  fame  as  had  ap- 
peared in  oppofition  to  the  Jcfuits,  thefc  and  the 
Duke  d'AiguiUon  joined. themfelves  to  cfFeft  their 
deftrudion.  By  a  ftroke  of  policy  worthy  of  thefc 
Fathers,  in  provoking  the  vanity  of  the  Comptrol- 
ler, General  Laverdy,  they  made  this  conceited 
nian,  who  was  an  outrageous  Janfenift,  and  had 
been  one  of  their  mod  indefatigable  enemies  in  the 
Company,  concur  indirectly  in  their  project.  £xaf- 
perated  at  being  made  the  fport  of  the  province, 
he  feconded  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  in  nuiltiplying 
the  ftrokes  of  authority  againft  it,  and  againft  the 
Parliament.  He  was  carried  fo  far  from  his  own 
meafures,  that,  by  a  ieries  of  incomprehenfible  pro- 
ceedings, feveral  of  which  were  prepared  with  ib 
much  artifice  that  it  was  impoflible  to  avoid  the 
fnare,  the  Magiftrates  were  hurried  into  the  tefolu- 
tton  of  giving  in  their  refignations,  which  fcarce 

•  gny  one  of  them  wifhed  to  do.    -  "7:^l'U  id?  oj  nob 

"Jf'  The  Jefuits  and  their  partizansy  thus  r  being  ma^ 
ters  of  the  field,,  held  all  the  aficmbliios  ::and  ^ 
the  conventicles  they  thought*  proper;  tiieizeiytr  of 
which  was  to  complete  their  work  in;  the  provinqe 
by  the  deftrudion  of  M.  de  ki  Chalotais,  »fhom.thty 
could  not  forgive  for  the  accounts  he  had  publi^ed, 
in  which  he  had  fo  eloquently  difplayed  the  defe£b 
in  the  conftitution  and  management  of  the  Ordtr^ 
and  who,  during  the  AfTembly  of  the  StaTes,>:had 

*6ppofed  their  manoeuvres  with  all  his  powers  His 
fon,  and  fome  Magiftrates  who  had  been  the  moft 
tarnMl  in  oppofing  them,  were  to  become  Vi<Slkns 
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1768.     of  the  plot  by  implication.     All  the  circumftances 
■*— ^"^    were  favourable  to  the  fucccfs  of  it ;  they  had   for  " 
them  the  Commandant  of  the  province,  and  his 
uncle  the  Count  de  St.  Florentin,  who  had  Britany 
in  his  department — who,  from  his  poft,  being  the 
interpreter  of  the  will  of  the  Sovereign,  was  thus  both 
judge  and  party,  and  had   been  infamous  enough 
not  to  except  againfl:  himfeh  on  fuch  an  occafion. 
They  had  fome  other  members  of  the  Parliament, 
the   only  ones  that  remained,  and  were  ready  to 
form  a  tribunal  which  was  to  be  totally  devoted  to 
them.     In    a   word,  they   had  the  King  likewife^ 
who  was  fo  highly  offended   and  incenfed  againil 
the  people  of  Britany,  that  he  was  determined  not 
to  grant  them   any  favour  of  any  kind :  he  had 
apprized  the   Miniftcrs  of  this,  and  even  the  one 
who  had  the  difpenfation  of  ecclefiaftical  favours  *l 

The  defolation  prevailing  in  the  province  by  the 

difperfion  of  the  Parliament,  produced   murmurs, 

•  complaints*  pamphlets,  and  afts  of  defpair,  of  which, 

even  advantages  were  taken.    It  is  moft  probable 

that;  under  favour  of  this  general  ferment,  pieces 

^^ere  drawn  up  proper  for  their  defign,  and  laid  to 

'--  the  charge  of  the  malecontents.     Already  a  procefs 

was   begun   at  Paris,  <:oncerning   divers    intrigues 

-pradtifed  to  excite  confufion,  refpefting  feveral  de- 

^famatory  libels,  as  well  in  profe  as  in  verfc,  tcrtd- 

"  ing  to  attack  the  honour  and  reputation  of  certain 

-' Magiftrates,  or  other  zealous  fubjeds  devoted  to 

Q\    *  This  anecdote  is  to  be  found  in  a  letter  of  M.  Fiquet  de 
^pntreuil,  Ccunfellor  of  the  Grand  Chamber  of  the  Parliament 
of  Britany,  dated  from  Verfailles,  the  28lh  of  December   1764, 
"  Itiad  dep ofitcd  at  die  tfial*  ---rtr'^-  -^^jf^  i'u q   } 

^^^iw  ■.;•'■  ^:  -  -  -i.---  '■-'^'i^^'-^?:5<ii'>?^ Government, 
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Government,  and  relating  to  many  anonymous  let-    1769. 

ters  injurious  to  the  Royal  authority,  addrefled  to  the    

Minifters.  The  cognizance  of  thelc  matters  had  bectt 
referred  to  the  Parliament  of  the  capital;  and  while 
they  were  employed  in  this  bufinefs,  frefli  a6ts  of 
violence  were  carrying  on. 

In  the  night  from  the  loth  to  the  nth  of  No- 
vember,  1765,  Meflieurs  de  Chalotais,  father  and 
fon,  and  three  Counfellors  of  the  depofed  Parliantienr, 
were  carried  off  by  armed  men,  with  the  moft  fcan- 
dalous  apparatus.     It  was  afterwards  made  public 
by  an  aft  of  Royalty,  in  which  the  King  himfejf  was 
made  the  accufer,  that  thefe  Magiftrates  had  beep   • ' 
reprefented  to  him  as  equally  enemies  to  his  a\i- 
thority  and  to  public  tranquillity.     It  was  faid,  that 
they  were  with  reafon  fufpefted  of  having  for  fome 
time  paft  endeavoured  to  excite  and  foment  dan- 
gerous commotions   in  Britany ;  that,  in  order  to 
fucceed  in  this,  they  had  formed  unlawful  aflcmblies 
among  themfelves,  had  entered  into  criminal  aflb- 
ciations,    and   had  kept  up  fufpicious  correfpon- 
[! deuces— that,  not  fatisfied  with  defaming,  by  fever^l 
:"?libels,  thofc  who  had  fhewed  their  attachment  to 
the  King's  fervice,  they  had  undertaken  to  diftri- 
bute  writings  drawn  up  with  a  fpirit  of  indepen- 
-idence,  which  had  made  them  hold  the  moft  feditious 
li'difcQurfes  in  public— that^  in  a  word,  they  had  car- 
o  ricd  tHeifF-botdhefs  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  caufe 
anonymous   letters  to  reach  the   Court,   injurious 
^^  to  the  perfon  of  the  Monarch,  and  derogatory  to 
■  "^  the  kbyal  Majefty. 

Upon  fuch  vague  accufations,  a  monftrous  pro- 

./j.ccfswas  begun,  nolimilar  inftance  of  which  has  ever 

,  appeared  in  the  annals  of  juftice.    To  keep  up  the 

K^      ,  appearance 
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1769.     appe^afc^ce;  of  .regularity,;  and   more  cffedlually  ttt 
'-"-"•^  4<cceiy^  tl|e  iCing,  an  offer  was  made  to  tlic  Parlia- 
pi^nt  pf  ^riqany  affcmblcd,  to  return  their  refigna-. 
tfon^^  and  fuiFer  them  to  try  their  confined  members. 
Thi$  mancEUvrc  was  intended  to  propagate  a  belief 
that  their  crim^  was  thoroughly  afcertainedi  that  ivc 
leaft  chey  w,erc  accufed  with  fairnefs,  and  with  the 
greateft  impartiality,  fince  no  other  tribunal  was  re- 
quired than  that  very  one  which  the  law  allowed 
them}  but  at  the  fame  time,  to  this  offer  was  added 
a  condition,  which  it  was  impoffible  for  tbeMagir 
ftrates  to,  fulfil,  namely,  by  refuming  their  functions 
again,  to  betray  their  honour,  their  oath,  and  their 
country.  The  matter  turned  out  as  it  had  been  fore^ 
Iccn.     The  J'arliamcnt,  deliberating  upon  the  orders 
bf  the  King,  fettled  that  the  rnotives  which  ha4  de? 
temciiricd  them  to  the  aft  of  refignation  ftill  remained 
in  full  force,  and  they  therefore  perfifted  in  itiev^n 
rome  of  thbfe  who  had  not  refigned  before,  acceded 
to  the  a6t  upon  this  occaiion.     This  was  what  was 
denied.    Encouraged  therefore  by  the  example  of 
the  f  ^rliamept  <«f  Pau,  it   was   refolyed   to  form 
anew  that  of  Rcnnes  upon  the  fame  footjfig,  and  in 
tfieipe^h  while  it  was  prqvifionally  holden  by  the 
CpunciH     As  foon  as  this  Court  was  opened,  letters 
pateiit  ^yc^e  direfted  to  it,  to  proceed  to  the  trial  of 
the  {i/Iiigijtrates  accufed.    Having  then  recruited  the 
corps  with  Tome  of  the  difmiflcd  officers,  it  appeared 
for  a  time  that  the  cosnizahce  of  the  affair  was  to  be 
tefcrrcd,  to  them.     This  rnanceuvre  had  been  ^g^^- 
^erted  with  them,  who,  bei ng  no  lefs  enemies  ^  pf 
thefe   illuflrious  prifoners  —  whole   firmnefs  was  a 
pf^rpctiial  reproach  of  their  bafenefs — ^did  not,  how- 
ever, dare  to  give  the  judgement  wilhed  for  by  the 
s^itjgf  -I  -■•   •  ,|i  '^     •■      ■         ;•  Court, 
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Court,  and  gave  up  a  right,  the  enjoyment  of  which, 
though  they  were  at  liberty  to  refufe,  yet  they  could 
not  deprive  the  prifohcrs  of  it.  This  furnifticd  H 
pretence  for  ordering  the  Commiflioners  to  continue 
the  inquiry,  and  for  this  purpofc  new  letters  patent 
were  iflbed,  fignifying  the  e^ablilhment  of  a  conv- 
mifiion  from  the  King's  Council,  to  hold  a  Royal 
Court  of  Juftice  at  Saint  Malo's.  -^ 

'-■  It  was  in  that  town  that  this  Sham  ^thunat^y 
Which  had  difappeared  from  Rennes,  was  reproduced. 
It  was  there  that,  after  having  experienced  aH  the  re-^ 
volutions,  all  the  modifications,  all  the  changes  of 
places,  and  of  marches,  which  the  Commandant  of 
the  province,  the  fecret  inftfgator  of  this  machina- 
tion, chofe — circumftanccs  which  occafioned  as  many 
variations  in  the  proceedings; — it  was  there  that,  with 
new  fonnalities  created  for  this  affair  —  with  laWi 
multiplied  for  it  alone>  fabricated  by  the  accufer, 
fddceffiyeiy  derogating  from  each  other,  and  pro- 
portioned to  days,  minutes,  and  to  the  difHcUltiea 
that  arofe^ — 2LCode  was  invented  on  piirpoft  to  cnmi-' 
n^te  the  aCcufed  perfons,  and  toeffefl;  tb^ir  ciondeiii- 
nation.  Already  was  every  thing  prepared  for  the 
execution  of  a  fentence  fettled  at  Verfaillcs  preVioius, 
to  the  departure  of  the  Commiffioners — and,  if  aniin-- 
tontroverted  tradition  may  be  credited,  the  execu- 
tioner was  fet  out,  with  all  the  inftruments  for  the 
bufinefs,  which  was  to  have  been  hafllljr  performtfd 
in  the  citadel  of  Saint  Malo — when  tlic  vigorous  re- 
rrtonftrances  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  awakened  a 
falutary  remorfe  in  the  heart  of  the  Monarch.    The 

>-v^:  An  expreffion  made  nfe  of  in  the  Remonftranas  o/tbt  FmtIUi^ 
tf^fif^  fitUn^  at  ]^oucn«  adcUcfled  to  the  I^jing,  in  tj^ip  7!l 
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17^9'  Duke  dc  Choifeul  went  to  the  King  at  the  very  time 
when  he  was  tormented  with  dreadful  anxiety:  he 
improved  his  eniotio^^and  caufed  the  decree  of  blood 
to  be  revoked.  i^'::iu^  ---.;*•.":.  •  ■:  0:  h  ;h!J;  ?,d  nx- 
The  affair  took  another  turn,  the  powers  of  the 
Commiffioners  ceafed,  the  continuation  of  theprotcfsi 
came  before  the  natural  judges,  who  had  been  con* 
ftantly  claimed  by  the  prifoners  j  but  thefe  natural 
judges  being  only  in  fmall  numbers— either  gained 
over  by  favours  or  intimidated  by  threats — could  no; 
conftitutc  the  true  Parliament,  which  exifted  in  the 
exiled  members.  M.  de  la  Chalotais,  and  his  fellow 
accpfed,  declined  being  judged  by  th^t  tribunal^  iq 
thp  ftate  it  was,  inafmuch  as  it  was  unable  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  caufe  of  an  individual,  much  lefs  of 
pnc;  rcfpe«5tiiig  the  members  of  a  Coyrt,  who  had  a 
right  to  be  judged  by  all  the  Chambers  affembled  i 
and  they  therefore  required  to  be  referred  to  the  Par- 
liament of  Bourdeauc  *.  The  information  of  thf 
caufe  was  not  lefs  continued  at  the  fuit  of  M.  Geof- 
froy  de  la  Ville-Blanche,  Counfellor,  appointed  /J^tr 
torney  General  for  that  purpofe,  although  he  had  de- 
clared, in  order  that  he  might  be  excepted  again(t; 
his  great  enmity  to  M.  de  Caradeuc.  All  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  caufe  were  a  fingular  compound  of 
irregularity  and  defpotifm,  in  wiiich  order  feemed 
now  apd  then  to  be  reverted  to,  merely  that  it  might 
afterwards  be  departed  from  in  a  more  extraordinary 
manner.     By  a  decree  of  Council,  it  was  ordered, 

^  •  Ifliis  Parliament  is  pointed  out  by  the  ordonnance  of  175*^, 
tcf  be  fabflituted  to  that  of  Rennes,  in  caie'.  wherein  the  latter  Is 
nbit  in  a  condition  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affairs  brought  before 
tkeittf 
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that  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament  ©rparis,  con-     1765^^ 
Ct?rning  the  firft  troubles  in  Britany,  (hould  be  fent    — 
back  to  the  office  of  the  Parlianient  of  that  provJnce,        .  . » 
to  be  added  to  the  criminal  procefs  which  was  going 
on  there  $  and  accordingly,  in  the  Eafter  vacation, 
thofc  pieces  were  carried  off  in  a  forcible  manner    '\  \  V 
from  the  Recorder,  who  was  fo  muph  confounded  at 
this  extra-judicial  ^6^,  that  he  had  (he  we^knefs  to 
give  them  up,  ^  s 

V  After  this  re-union,  another  feparation  took  place; 
at  length  a  reference  to  the  Council,  and  the  removal 
0f  the  priforters  to  the  Baftile:  this  occafioned  frefli 
remonftrances  from  them,  who  perfifted  in  requiring 
to  be  judged  by  the  tribunal  pointed  out  by  the  law. 
Then  it  was,  that,  in  ^  folemn  aflembly  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  parties,  where  the  King  afllfted,  after  an  . 
hiftortcal  detail  made  by  M,  le  Noir,  the  Recorder, 
who  finifhed  his  fpeech  by  inviting  the  King  to  mercy, 
liis  M  aj^fty  faid,  that  it  was  unneceffary  he  ihould  know 
any  thing  more  about  the  matter,  and  th'at  he  would 
not  have  any  fentence  paffed.  He  at  the  fame  time 
gave  orders  for  the  extinftion  of  all  offences  and  ac- 
cufations  upon  that  fubjeft,  which  took  place  by  let-  *♦  ^^' 
ters  from  the  great  leal.  ^'iv     -rr     * 

^  While  the  Sovereign's  wifdom,  moderation,  and 
goodnefs  were  extolled,  by  a  manifeft  contradi<^ion, 
he  was  made  to  exercife  the  moft  revolting  tyranny. 
The  Magiftrates,  when  they  left  the  Baftille,  not  only 
were  nqt  reinftated  in  their  functions,  but  his  Ma- 
jefty  was  made  to  declare,  that  he  would  never  reftore 
his^  confidence  nor  his  good  graces  to  thofe  Attor- 
nies  General.  They  were  all  banilhed,  with  exceed- 
ing feverity,  and  were  not  even  allowed  to  fee  their 

i  before  they  went. 
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The  Parlitment  of  Paris  inftiling  upon  tktvpicon* 
fiftency  of  a  puniihment,  ftill  caipable  of  keeping  up 
fufpkrions  againft  the  accufed,  the  King  declared, 
ithftt  ibeir  honour  ti^as  nef  failed  in  quejiion.  Thus  it 
Uj  that  by  miferabk  fubtcrfuges,  fuggefled  to  the 
privslte'reircngc  of  Lewis  XV.  their  enemies  gratified 
their  own.  They  had  piqued  the  vanity  of  the  King 
by  inttrcepted  letters,  wherein  the  Magiftrates,  with** 
out  offending  the  Majefly  of  the  throne*  treated  the 
man  with  a  degree  of  franknefs  to  which  he  was  un- 
accuftomed. 

They  languilhed  ftill  feveral  years,  during  which 
time  neither  their  repeated  memorials,  nor  the  foli-»^ 
citation?  of  the  Courts,  could  operate  any  thing  in 
their  favour.  In  a  word,  though  their  innocence  had. 
been  acknowledged,  they  could  not  obtain  any  legal 
mode  of  juftificationi  but  were  conftantly  the  vid^ims, 
and  their  oppreiTors  triumphed :  a  fpecies  of  iniquity 
adapted  to  the  horrid  period  of  the  age  which  is  the 
objedb  of  our  prefent  attention. 

Such  a  condudl,  far  from  rcftortng  peace  to  the 
province  of  Bricany,  as  the  King  had  been  flattered 
that  it  would,  ferved  only  to  increafe  the  di(lurbances< 
The  cabals  of  che  Jefuits  continued  ftill  to  excite 
difcord  in  all  parts.  The  Parliament,  a  vain  phan* 
tpm,  bereft  of  it's  ancient  fplendour,  was  no  longer 
the  fanAuary  of  juftice,  but  a  receptacle  of  iniquity  » 
a  ridiculous  tribunal,  called  the  Baifywick  ef  AigstiU 
kn.  The  divided  States  faw  the  ilrokes  of  authority 
mokiplied  ^kgainft  their  expiring  liberty.  The  Order 
of  Nobility  ftill  ftruggled  againft  the  two  other  Or-e 
tiers,  whkh  were  entirely  fubdued^  but  were  chem- 
ttWts  inwardly  agitated  by  a  ichifin,  excite4  by  tke^ 
intrigues  of  the  Commsu^^^ant.   Tills  ma{>-^v^o  wdi 
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an  nbfohite  defpot,  furrounded  with  fpies,  irifortti^rs, 
and  minifters  of  his  fury,  and  who  was  mailer  of  the 
letters  i/if  Cscbit,  which  his  unck:  the  Minifter  gave 
out  at  pleafui-e^— depopulated  the  provtfice  of  it's  de*«- 
fenders,  by  dint  of  exik$  and  profcriptions  *.  In  ^ 
word,  he  had  undertaken  to  accomplifli  the  total  dr- 
ftruftion  tff  the  conftitution  of  Britany,  in  caufing  tb 
be  regiftered  by  command  a  terrible  ilatute,  confiftx 
ing  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  articles^  the  inn<» 
dious  arrangements  of  which  tended  for  the  moft 
part  to  ere£t  into  a  law  all  the  innovations  he  had 
introduced,  all  the  abufes  of  authority  he  had  com- 
mitted, all  the  violences  he  had  attempted^  and,  in  ii 
word,  a  ftatute  entirely  fubverfive  of  the  privileges 
and  ancient  cuftoms,  as  well  in  the  form  as  in  thie 
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»  Fortunately  fof  t4ie  inhabitants  of  Britany,  thb 
W^s  the  end  of  th.  adminidration  of  the  Comman- 
dant. The  meafure  of  his  iniquities  was  full,  and  thb 
nation,  in  defpair,  might  have  been  induced  to  prof*^^ 
cced  to  the  moft  dreadful  extremities :  it  was  under 
this  point  of  view,  at  leaft,  that  the  Duke  de  Ghoiti^ 
ftiit^a  peribnal  enemy  to  the  Duked'Aiguillon,  t>f 
whofc  exceffivc  ambition  he  ftood  in  awe — reprefcntefi 
matters  to  the  Monarch,  in  order  to  raife  bis  fbars; 
After  having  infpired  him  with  anxiety  concerning 
the  ftatute,  he  defcribed  the  troubles  it  would  nccei^ 
farily  occafibn  in  the  enfuing  felfion  of  the  States,  and 
fugg^fted  the  plan  of  convoking,  an  cxtra-leffion,  ill 
whifch  It  might  be  more  freely  adopted.    This  Mi- 

iXuktJ^AipttUw^'xxi  which  are  computed  134.  leUex;i  dt  Cf^dhf^ 
nye^  ourin  the^^parfe  o|!ab<wt  t^ 
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1769.    niftcr  knew  how  the  King  was  to  be  managed ;  who 
""  would  have  refufed  todcftroy  at  once  an  odious  mat- 
ter, executed  by  hij  orders.    He  fpoke  only  of  foft- 
enings,  and  modifications,  which  would  not  call  his 
: authority  in  queftion,  and  which,  by  preferring  the 
neccflary  difpofitions  to  contain  the  tumultuous  com- 
motions of  the  States,  would  more  efFeftually  enflave 
the  Nobility,  when  they  ihould  have  concurred  in 
^    forging  their  own  chains,     In  ordx.r  the  better  to  fc- 
duce  his  mailer,  he  propofed  that  this  commilTion 
Ihould  be  given  to  the  Prefident  Ogicr,  a  man  per- 
fonally  agreeable  to  his  Majedy,  whofe  mild  and 
conciliating  difpofition  he  was  fond  of,  and  in  whom 
he  repofed  an  entire  confidence.    Befides,  he  was  a 
lawyer,  very  well  verfed  in  the  forms,  and  who,  firip- 
ped  of  all  the  military  apparatus  of  the  Commandant, 
would  only  have  the  appearance  of  a  peace-maker. 
Lewis  XV.  confented,  or  rather  fufFcrcd  himfrlf  to 
be  drawn  into  this  meafure,  and  the  CommuTioa«?r 
was  appointed;  ■  'f.  ■:  ..nirrjrv  ?p.w 

'-i  The  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  who  was  fenfible  where 
the  ftroke  would  fall,  diffembled  his  refcntment,  but 
he  endeavoured  by  his  emilTaries  to  efcape  it,  by  fo- 
menting tUe  fpirit  of  faction,  which  it  «vas  his  inttreft 
at  this  inftant  to  keep  up.  Having  fet  his  venal 
writers  at  work,  he  caufed  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
liihed,  almoft  on  the  eve  of  the  extraordinary  air<»m« 
bly  of  1768,  a  pamphlet,  entitled.  Dialogues,  in 
which  two  or  three  fpeakers  acled  the  part  of 
idiots,  to  inculpate  the  whole  Order  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, and  feed  diflenfion  *.  The  Parliament  of  Bri- 
tany  had  it  too  much  at  heart,  to  Ihew  that  a  caVi^ 

;;Oi;a:.v        •  s»e  The  A^fvitr  of  tb$  St0fes»  ^f.  *« 
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would  fuccccd  to  the  ftorm,  as  foon  as  the  Prefidcnt     17^9' 
Ogier  (hoald  appear.     There  never  was  more  har-  '    ' 
mony  prevailing  in  the  AlTemblies,  never  more  union 
between  the  Orders.     The  circumftancc  which  the 
Duke  de  Choifcul  had  predided,  in  order  to  induce 
the  vanity  of  the  Monarch  to  give  way,  happened  as 
he  had  faid.     The  opinion  of  confining  themfelves 
to  intreat  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
withdraw  the  monftrous  code  of  legiflation,  which' 
the  States  complained  of,  to  difpenfe  them  even  from 
deliberating  upon  it,  becaufe,  according  to  right  and 
ancient  privileges,  it  belonged  to  them  to  make  their 
own  (latutes  under  his  good  pleafure — this  opinion, 
which  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  the  partizans  of  the 
Commandant,  who  afFedted  at  that  time  to  defend 
the  intercft  of  the  province,  which  they  had  fo  often 
violated,  was  rejefted.     They  contented  themfelves, 
after  a  refpeftful  protef^,  with  examining  it  one  arti- 
cle after  another;  and  authority,  which  is  always  in- 
troaxihing,  preferved  all  it's  influen  je.   The  Prefident 
was  obliged  to  make  the  eulogivim  of  the  Bretons  nt 
Court,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  Duke  of  Duras 
fhould  be  the  perfon  to  hold  the  Grand  AlTembly  of 
the  States. 

1?  All  thefe  changes  muft  of  neceffity  have  brought 
I  about  the  return  of  the  Parliament,  which  in  fa6t 
•  was  cfFc^ed  a  year  after,  to  which  even  were  re- 
.Mnited  the  four  Magiftrates -f  involved  in  the  pro- 
rcefs  of  the  Attornies  General,  who  were  the  only 
1  perfons  whom  the  King  would  never  forgive,  con- 
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,,    f  MeiTrt.  Chuvtte,  de  la  Gafcherie,   Piquet  de  Montreuil, 
Cbarette  de  la  CoUniere,  who  were  the  firA  arreiled,  and  4f T^ir- 
'ialauA,  arretted  afterwards. 
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t^mtihg  himietf  alvi^$  witji  deekring  them  innocent, 
buc  ftHl  pretending  to  have  private  reafon^  for  de- 
tuning them  in  exile.  The  Attornies  General  ivailed 
thennfelves  of  this  rigoufi  to  have  rdcourfe  again  to 
^heir  corps,  i^nd  to  demand  juftification,  which  they 
had  folicited  in  vain  from  all  the  tribunals :  this 
brought  on  the  extraordinary  caufe  (ried  before  the 
C!ourt  of  Peers }  a  fingular  event,  beyond  all  thofe 
which  had  contributed  to  bring  it  on,  and  which  wa& 
terminated  by  a  ftill  more  lingular  concluTion,  the 
forerrunner  of  the  abfolute  deftruAion  of  all  orders 
of  the  Magiftracy,  and  of  the  laws.  ^^^^ . 

M.  Lamoignoj)  de  Blanc-Mefnil  had  fevere  re^ 
proaches  to  make  to  him(elf,  on  account  of  his  toa 
great  facility  in  yielding  to  the  defpotifm  of  the  Court, 
Being  at  the  head  of  the  Magi(b:acy>  he  had  feen,  iot 
the  courfe  of  ten  years,  continual  ftorms  cifing  under 
his  in^uence  againft  the  members  of  that  body;;  lie 
had  inflided  one  exile  after  another,  hadiflued  miNlh 
dates^  and  occafioned  imprifonments,  at  Paris»  at 
Bourdeaux,  at  Aix,  9t  Rouen,  at  Rennes,  at  Beian^ 
^on,  at  Grenobl6>a|id  at  Toulopfe ;  he  had  given  ge- 
neral and  particular  attacks  to  the  Courts  of  h/UgU 
itraey)  (bmetimes  by  the  eftablifhment  of  ^  (SJkamin 
Reyah^^fomttimss  by  inftigating  the  people  of  thtf 
Grand  Council  againft  all  the  clafles  of  the  l^^rliaw 
mehts<^4bmetimes  by  lowing  the  feeds  of  divifton 
between  the  States  and  the  Parliament  of  the  fama 
province.  He  had  at  laft  found  out  the  abyfsha 
was  in&nfibly  digging  under  the  foundations  of  the 
totterif^  State  J  he  had  fhuddered  at  it,  :and  in.  his 
remorfc  had  refufcd  to  fuffer  the  principle  of  diiTolu- 
tion-^that  is,  the  fubftitution  of  authori|;y",|Q  law, 
which  he  had  too  much  cacouraged<— to  gain  any  fur* 
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ther  groun4»  He  had  tqaally  fcfuled  fio  give  in  j^A  1^7^ 
t>eIigiikion»  :and>  ia  a  ftate  of  ioadioii  kfa  igfiQmMiir 
oils. that!  all  his  exertion8>  in  an  exile  more  c^to 
than  the  day  of  his  profperity^he  lamented  the  eyils* 
of  which  he  might,  however,  coniider  himfelf  as  ihe 
principal  author.  <    Li.ix 

M.  de  Maupeou  had  been  (ubftituted  to  hii^  wha 
had  for  feveral  years  expc^^ed  the  reward  of  his  de- 
fection, and,  not  being  able  by  any  infinuations  to  die- 
termine  M*  d«  Blanc-Mefnil  to  receive  him  .athJ9 
fucceflbr,  had  caufed  himfelf  to  be  appointed  Ykp^ 
Chancellor,  when  he  obtained  the  ieaU;  a  phantom 
of  a  title,  which  he  enjoyed  only  in  the  Almanack* 
The  Parliament  lefufed  to  acknowledge  him,  ao4  - 
the  Magiilrates,  playing  upon  his  title,  characlerize4 
him  eiMrgeticaUy,  by  calling  him  le  Vice  *.  He  ^v^ 
f  fine  fpeaker,  very  ignorant,  very  fupple,  and  undef 
K^hofe  adminiftration  pafled  all  thofe  horrors  we  hay^ 
)«ft  bden  defcribing. 

It  was*  under  his  Chancellorihip  chat  the  fam^sl} 
lefltoti  was  holden  by  the  King  in  the  Parlianf^eiM^ 
called  the  flageltationy  becaufe  it  rofembled  much  that  3  Ma^k 
©f  licwis  XIV.  when  he  went  into  Jthe. Court  with  *76«. 
hh  whip  in  his  hand.  Lewis  XV*.  folen^Dlypr<H 
fcribed  in  \t  all  the  pretended  innov!atiof|s  off!  the 
GourM,  efpecially  that  word  ofCisfs,  whiqh  ihpfiked 
the  ears  df  the  Minifters  $  and  advanced  thene  Gh«t 
ftrange  aflertkm,  that  h  held  his  (rcwn  cniy  fivm 
God.  Not  fatisfied  with  having  thuji  publil^  it) 
he  ordered'  the  Parliaments  of  the  provinces  ta  bring 
to^  their  regifto-s,  that  they  might  fee  the  anfwcf  in? 

■  V      i         ■  •  :" 
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fcrted  in  them  i ft  the  General  A  ffernbly>  and  with 
proper  ceremony*  It  was  then  apparent  what  en- 
raged authority  was  capable  of  doing,  in  one  fingle 
day,  againft  the  aggrandizement  of  the  Magiftracy 
during  fifteen  years.  The  feveral  Companies  re- 
turned forrowfuily  home,  and  jflued  quiet  decrees, 
wlierein  they  did  not  even  dare  to  combat  the  felfity 
of  the  revolting  propofition  above  mentioned.  They 
were  fo  much  confounded  at  the  ftroke,  that  the 
word  dttfs  has  never  lince  appeared  in  any  of  their 
writings.  ,  e 

J  If  this  vigorous  ftep  of  the  King  had  been  kept  up, 
there  would  have  been  no  refource  left,  and  defpo-, 
tifm  would  have  triumphed  from  that  moment. 
Fortunately,  diflenfions  prevailed  among  the  Mini-  . 
iters,  and  each  of  them  feparately  Ihcwed  confidera- 
tions  to  the  Magiftracy  for  their  own  particular  views^ 
The  Comptroller  General  had  edift?  to  pafs^  the 
Vice  Chancellor  was  conftantly  afpiring  to  the  full 
dignity  of  Chancellor  j  the  Duke  de  Choifeul>  efpeci-  . 
ally,  did  not  choofe  that  the  Duke  d'Ajguillon  Aiould 
fucceed  in  the  affair  of  Britany.  He  underhand  urged  , 
f he  Attornies  General  to  avail  themfclves  of  tjieir  ,' 
former  advantages,  and  the  Magiftrates  tQ  fuppprt 
thenrt.    By  the  retreat  of  M.  Mole,  who  had  miflcd  \ 
obtiaining  the  feals,  which  he  thought  due  to  his  na»Tie^  .. 
and  to  his  zeal — and  who  befides  was  tired  of  tlw; 
difficult  part  of  maintaining  himfelf  at  Court,  lyith-  ^ 
out  betraying  his  Company— the  Parliament  had  41  .^  • 
their  head  the  fon  of  the  Vice  Chancellor,  rnoreiijt  ^  . 
trigtiing,  more  fubtle,  and  more  fiagitiqv^^  |iha|i  bi|  , 
father ;  fince,  to  all  his  faults,  he  added  hypocrify :  .  \ 
he  only  confidered  him  as  the  guardian  6f 'a  place,  %■ 
which  his  ambition  already  devoured,  and  W  hlitl  k^. 
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his  father  was  only  a  rival,  to  be  fupplantcd  at  a  con- 
venient opportunity.     He  had  attached  himfelf  59    • 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  as  to  the  perfon  in  fupreme 
power  at  that  time  i  he  meanly  paid  his  court  to 
him,  and  received  from  him  the  impulfe  he  gave  to 
his  Company;  which* growing  bolder,  notwithftandn 
ing  the  prohibitions  of  the  King,  ftill  perfifted  in 
claiming  the  tral  of  MefTrs.  de  la  Chalotais,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  unlkilfulnefs  of  the  Vice  Chancellor 
engaged  him  in  any  falfe  ftep  j  and  the  Parliaments 
of  the  provinces,  in  imitation  of  that  of  Paris,  re- 
fumed  the  fame  bufinefs.     The  Monarch,  incapable 
of  keeping  himfelf  fteady,  andagitated  between  his 
Minifters,  foon  gave  way,  in  hopes  of  finding  the 
tranquillity  he  was  in  fearch  of,  and  could  not  ob-^ 
tain      Tte  had  no  fooner  made  one  retrograde  ftep, 
thii.'  iJ.antage  was  taken  of  it,  to  induce  hini'to 
another.     It  is  from  the  midft  of  thofe  feveral  con?  . 
tradiftioris,  that  the  Firft  Prcfident  De  Maup^ou, 
hoped  foon  to  fee  his  grandeur  rife.     He  knew  th^jl 
his  father,  embarraffed  with  the  two  Parliaments  dc-,  ■ 
flroyed,  and  with  the  Grand  Council  difrnifTcd,  an4 
to  be  reftored,  after  having  plunged  the  King  intq  ^ 
a  labyrinth  of  difficulties  not  to    be  unravelled^ 
would  never  have  fufHcient  refources  in  his  undcrr 
(landing  to  extricate  his  Majefty  from  them.     Thi^ 
was  the  inftant  he  waited  for,  as  the  one  in  which 
the  Prince,  happy  in  refigning  to  him  the  condu«5t 
of  his  affairs,  would  be  forced  to  take  him  for  his 
only  advlfer,  to  give  himfelf  blindly  up  to  his  direc-  , 
ticfh,  and  permit  him  to  ftrike  all  the  blows  his  v?ii-]  •. 
geance  might  fuggelt  to  him.  ,^^^-^^  ;;^ 

The  affairs  of  religion  were  not  more  fettled 
thiin  thofe  6f  the  Magiftracy.     Since  the  death  of 

VbL.IV,  h  Cardinal 
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Cardinal   de  la  Rochefoucault,   they  were  in  the . , 
hands  of  M.  de  Jarente,  Bifliop  of  Digne,  and  af-  '. 
terwards  of  Orleans.     This  was  one  of  the  roues  *  of 
the  Court,  in  the  ftrongeft  acceptation  of  the  ternn— '  t-^ 
who  having  been  at  the  difpofal  of  the  favourite  p 
while  fhe  lived,  had  afterwards  devoted  himfelf  to  , 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul — who  led  the  moft  diflblutc  , 
life,  felling  benefices  without  Ihame,  and  which  were 
often  bellowed  as  the  reward  of  the  moft  infamous 
pradices.    We  may  readily  conceive  that  this  Pre-  , 
late,  who  followed  in  every  thing  the  fteps  of  Car-  ,^. 
dinal  Dubois,  though  without  his  genius,  had  no , 
more  regard  for  the  Janlenifts,  than  the  Moliniftsl  . 
He   had   neither  the  power,    nor  the    behaviour, 
"proper   to   impofe  upon  either  one  or  the  other 
party:  —  equally  defpifed  by   the  Clergy  and  the 
Magiftracy,  he  let  himfelf  go  to  the  torrent,  as  the 
wind  blew  from  the  Court.  ..  > Vvvi) 

,  The  zealous  among  the  Bifhops  wilhed  to  avail 
thfimfelves  of  the  Decennial  aflembly  of  1765,   to 
complete  the  work  begun  in  that  of  1755,  and  to  fet^, 
tic  a  fixed  opinion  upon  the  Bull  Unigenitus  j  which, 
having  cxifted  more  than  half  a  century,  without 
doing  any  good,  had,  on  the  contrary,  been*produc-.j 
tive  of  fo  much  mifchief.    They  fucceeded  in  form- 
ing a  body  of  dodrine  upon  this  point,,  under  the 
title  of  Ads  of  the  Clergy,  in  1765  ;  and,  being  well 
aware,  that  the  fuppreflion  of  it  would  be  ordered 
by  the  Parliament,  when  they  feparated,  they  mide 
a  public  and  gratuitous  diftribution  of  it  to  all  the 
faithful  }  who  being  either  appointed  on  purpofe,  or 
aflemblcd  by  chance,  at  the  great  Auguftins,  re^ 
ceivcd  the  fpiritual  confolation.    The  Magillrates 
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l-lii  rtot  delay  to  e«crt  themfdves  againft  this  frcfh 
monument  of  fanaticifi"rt,  in  which  they  were  per- 
Tonally  offended  j  and  this  gave  it  a  degree  of  con- 
fiftence,  which  of  itfelf  it  would  never   have  had* 
This  A)vork,  in  which  it  was  meant  to  make  God 
fpeak,  by  enlightening  the  people  upon  the  objeft  of 
their  faith,  was  not  only  unworthy  of  the  irifpiration 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  very  indifferent  as  a  human 
production ;   it  had   been  drawn  up  with  fo  much  ' 
precipitation  and  ignora:nce,  that  it  became  the  de- 
Hfion  of  the  wicked,  the  fcandal  of  the  weak,  and 
excited  the  indignation  of  the  learned  part  of  the 
Clergy.     Had  it  not  been  for  the  eclat  made  by  the 
Parliament  upon  this  fubjefb,  it  would  have  had  no 
effcfb,  and  made  no  noife,  for  few  people  would 
have  read  it.     The  decrees  of  that  body  made  it  be 
knowh,  and  occafioned  the  oppofition  of  fome  zea- 
lous Curates,  who  read  thefe  AOis  in  their  pulpits, 
and  had  v/arrants  iffued  againft  them.     The  Court, 
more  incapable  than  ever  of  vigorous  decifions,  en- 
deavoured only  to  maintain  itfelf  between  the  two 
parties,  without  fuffering  cither  of  them  to  incroach 
too   much.     They  iffued   a  decree  of  Council  in 
explanation   of  thofe   A6ls,   with   regard   to   what 
interefted  his  Majclly's  authority,  which  the  Ma- 
giftrates   pretended   to   be  called  in  qucllion,   and 
at  the    fame   time   to   infure   to  the    ccclcfiaftical 
powers,    the   effcntial   rights    which  tliey  had    re- 
ceived from  Heaven,  and  which  the  Bifliops  were  in- 
ceffantly  claiming.  Nobody  was  iatisfied.   The  Pre-    ' 
lates  reprefentcd,  that,  in  determinirg  the  limits  of 
the  two  pov/ers,  the  King  had  left  an  ambiguity  with 
regard  to  theirs,  from  whence  difagreeable  confe- 
quences  might  be  deduced.     The  Parliament  re- 
monftrated,  upon  the  circumflance  that  this  (fecree  • 
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1769.  concerned  the  Bull  Unigenitus,  as  a  law  of  the 
'  Church,  and  of  the  State,  and  by  that  means  kept 
up  the  fchifmj  upon  the  annulling  of  their  de- 
crees; upon  frefh  refufals  of  adminiftering  the  Sacra- 
ments j  and  upon  recent  interdiflions  pronounced  by 
the  Archbifhop  of  Paris.  It  was  impoflible  to  de- 
termine which  objedt  Ihould  be  firft  attended  to,  and 
confufion  prevailed  more  than  ever  in  this  branch  of 
adminiftratiop.  Sometimes  the  Parliajnent  was  fuf- 
fered  to  proceed,  and  it^yas  thought  they  triumphed  j 
when  their  viftims  were  fuddenly  taken  from  them 
'  by  letters  de  Cachet,    It  was  not  ventured  to  rc-efta- 

blifli  thofe  Priefts,  againft  whom  warrants  were  if- 
'  fued  i  but  penfions,  or  better  livings,  were  given  ta 
them.  If  the  Parliament  attempted  to  attack  the 
Superiors,  who  were  the  moft  guilty,  their  proceed- 
ings were  immediately  ftc^ped — the  affair  was  pro- 
longed—it was  made  to  degenerate  into  an  object 
of  conteft  and  formalities — It  was  made  everlafting 
by  delays.  The  Court  employed  fix  months  in  giy?- 
ing.  an  anfwer  to  the  celebrated  remonflrances  upon 
the  Afts  J— it  was  very  long>  and  decided  nothing, 
definitively.  The  moft  Angular  circumftance,  if  any- 
thing could  appear  Angular  at  that  time,  was,  that 
the  Council  of  Difpatches,  in  which  tbefe  matters- 
were  agitated,  had  for  Prefident  the  Vice  Chancellor 
de  Maupeou,  who,  during  the  great  commotions, 
had  prefided  over  the  Parliament,  and  had  eftablilh'- 
ed  the  cleareft  and  moft  uncontrovertible  principles 
againft  the  fchifm :  —  that  M.  de  Laverdy,  who, 
when  he  quitted  that  Company,  was  one  of  the  moft 
violent  Janfenifts  they  had,  ufed  to  fpeak  in  this 
Council,  and  often  influenced  the  votes  t^— in  a  word, 
tliat  this  Council  was  inftlgated  by  the  Duke  de 
Choiieul,  an  enemy  to  the  Clergy,  defirous  of  fecur- 
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ing  the  gdbd-will  of  the  Magiftracy,  and  a  Minifter 
of  as  haughty  and  decifive  a  turn  as  ever  had  ap- 
peared. •  •> 

All  thele  matters  are  explained  by  the  irrefolute 
difpofition  of  the  Sovereign,  who,  perpetually  de- 
ceived in  the  means  he  was  made  to  employ,  had 
renounced  all  views  of  propriety.  He  had  fearched 
for  it  at  firft,  and  his  exquifite  judgment  had  made 
him  perceive  it ;  but  he  had  not  had  the  courage  to 
carry  thefe  good  defigns  into  execution  of  his  own 
accord.  Led  aftray  by  a  multitude  of  perverfe  coun- 
fellors,  he  could  not  return  tb  them  again,  and  had 
arrived  to  that  height  of  indifference,  which  made 
him  only  defirous  of  deceiving  himfelf  with  regard 
to  the  fituation  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  gaining 
time,  by  avoiding  all  violent  commotions,  which 
might  have  difturbcd  his  tranquillity. 

It  might  have  been  imagined,  that  this  way  of 
thinking  would  have  induced  him  to  choofe  a  Prime 
Minifter.  But  his  vanity  was  repugnant  to  fuch  an 
46I  of  weaknefs  in  a  Prince,  who  had  been  half  a  cen- 
tury upon  the  throne  ;  he  had  not  the  courage  to  put 
it  in  execution  :  in  fome  refpefts,  indeed,  the  Duke 
de  Choifeul  was  really  Prime  Minifter.  Lewis  XV. 
liked  his  eafy  method  of  doing  bufinefs,  which 
fpared  him  eVery  kind  of  application  j  but  he  dif- 
liked  his  violent  and  pofitive  difpofition,  and,  appre- 
hending that  he  might  alTume  too  great  an  afcen- 
dant,  he  fometimes  brought  other  Minifters  and 
Courtiers  into  competition  with  him,  who,  availing 
themfelves  of  this  inftant  of  favour,  proved  to  the 
Duke  thart  his  was  to  be  fliaken.  He  foon,  indeed, 
regained  the  fuperiority,  but  always  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Sovereign,  who,  not  being  able  himfelf 
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^  1769.     to  contain  him,  contrafted  him  with  another  rival. 
•"-—-'-^  But  notwithftanding  this  management,  and  although 
every  thing  was  done  in  his  name,  yet  his  fituation 
was  the  circumftance  that  lead  engaged  his  atten- 
tion i  every  operation  bore  the  (lamp  of  the  geniu* 
'^of  the  man  in  whom  he  had  confided.     And  as  he 
'often  varied  in  the  choice  of  the  perfon  on  whom  he 
"bellowed  his  confidence,  or  rather,  that  he  gave  it 
to  the  man  who  knew  how  to  avail   himfelf  of  the 
inflant,  the  Government  felt  the  efFecls  of  this  infta- 
>      '  •  bility. 

It  is  the  refolution  that  Lewis  XV.  had  taken,  to  fe- 
parate  himfelf  in  fome  meafure  from  his.  kingdom,  and 
to  diftinguifh  in  himfelf  two  perfons',   almoft  always 
/■  oppofite—- the  Monarch,  and  the  private  man — which 
'    furnifhes  us  with  the  key  of  feveral  other  parts  of 
his  life.     We  have  feen  that  he  continued  to  give 
"^'his    intimacy  and    familiarity  to  thofe,   whom,  as 
'■King,  he  had  difgraced — to  Maillebois,    to   Gleiv 
mont,  and  to  Richelieu.     In  the  fame  manner,  he 
X*  kept  thofe  at  a  diftancCj  whom  he  could  not  avoid 
--  efteeming  for  their  fcrvices  rendered  to  the  State, 
'and  for  their  patriotifm — the  Prince  of  Conti,  M. 
4^  de  Chalotais,  and  all  thofe  Magiftrates  who-fup- 
M  ported  the  rights  of  his  Crown,  and  whom  he  dcr 
1"  tefted.     Thus  it  is,  that  while  he  fufFered  the  Par- 
liament to  humble,  to  torment,  and  to  vex  the  Pre- 
?'  lates,  he  drew  near  to  his  perfon  the  mod  fanatic 
**'  of  them,  and  admitted  them  to  his  table.     At  the 
ceremony  of  the  confecration  of  the  parifh  of  Choify- 
le-Roy,  the  Archbifliop  of  Paris,  who  performed  it 
in  prefence  of  his   Majefly,  affifled  by  the  Arch- 
bifliops  of  Aries,  of  Tours,  of  BefanCjOn,  of  Tou- 
loufe,  and  of  Albi,  ^nd  by  the  Biihops  of  Grenoble, 


:«» 


21  Sept. 
1760. 


givo 


as 


la 


H  ^T     O  F     LEWIS     XV.     T  , 

of  Chaitres,  of  Orleans,  of  Meaux,  of  Metz,  and  of 
Autun  —  all  the  confecrating  Prqlates— thole  who 
had  attended  at  this  pious  fpeftacle — and  the  two 
Agents  General  of  tlie  Clergy,  had  the  honour  to 
dine  with  him.  Thus  it  is,  that  while  he  figncd 
tlie  decree  of  profcription  of  the  Jefuits,  he  preferved 
them  at  his  Court.  But  the  mofl  incredible  adven- 
ture in  this  way,  is  one  afcertained  fmce  his  death, 
and  which  contributes  fingularly  to  unfold  the  in- 
comprehenfible  chara(fter  of  this  Prince. 
.  We  may  recoUeft  the  extraordinary  trial  which 
happened  after  the  peace,  between  Count  Guerchy, 
AmbafTador  of  France  in  Fngland,  and  the  Cheva-' 
lier  d'Eon,  who  had  been  Minifter  Pl-^nipotentij^ry 
in  the  interim.  It  occafioned  great  furpnzc  at  that^ 
time,  to  fee  the  boldnefs  with  which  the  latter  infpUed 
and  abufed  the  Count,  and  ftill  more,  that  he  fliould 
continue  to  live  with  impunity  at  Londonj  and  dif-" 
mbute  the  moil  outrageous  pamphlets  againftjiis 
advcrfary.  The  quarto  volume,  intitled,  l^eliersy 
Memoirs,  and  Private  Negociations,  ^c.  was  not. only 
difgraceful  to  the  Count,  but  attacked  alfo  the  moft 
powerful  perfons  at  that  time — the  Duke  de  Choi- 
feul,'^the.  Duke  de  Praflin,  the  Duke  de  Nivernois, 
and  even  the  Marchionefs  of  Pompadour.  Their 
narrownefs  of  mind  was  difcovered  in  them  by  their 
own  difpatches  j  and  we  may  perceive  how  much  felf* 
love  muft  have  been  irafcible  upon  fuch  an  occafion. 
We  have  learned  fince,  that,  in  faift,  it  was  in  agita- 
tion, to  carry  off  the  Chevalier  d'Eon,  which  was  to 
be  done  with  the  King's  confent,  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time  his  Majefty,  who  had  defired  to  know 
the  manner  in  which  the  projedt  was  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  and  who  had  been  for  a  long  time  in 
^'ifF'  ^.     ■  :  L  4  private 
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1769*  private  corrcfpondcnce  with  this  confidant)  gave  him 
""*~~~  intelligence  of  all  that  was  paflSng,  and  informed: 
him  of  the  means  of  being  upon  his  guards  to  dif* 
concert  the  fchemcs  of  the  perfons  who  were  to- 
carry  him  off.  Befides  all  this,  fome  time  afcer> 
Lewis  XV.  granted  him  a  private  penfion  of  twelvi 

*  ^P"'»  thoufand  livres  *,  the  form  of  which,  conceived  in 
the  following  terms,  is  figned  and  written  entirely 
with  his  own  hand. 

'*  In  conicquence  of  the  f^rvices  which  M.  d'Eon- 
**  has  rendered  me,  as  well  in  Ruflia  as  in  my 
•*  armies,  and  in  other  commiffions  which  I  have 
**  given  him — I  fettle  upon  him  an  annual  income 
"  of  twelve  thoufand  livres,  which  I  will  caufe  to 
"  be  paid  to  him  exadtly  every  fix  months,  in  what-** 
*f  foevcr  country  he  may  be  (excepi;  in  an  enemy's 
"country  in  time  of  war)  and  this  till  I  ftiaW' 
"  think  proper  to  give  him  fome  poft,  the  ap-^' 
**  poiritments  of  which  fhall  be  more  confidcrablo 
"  than  the  prefent  income. — At  Vcrfailles,  the  ift  of 
*f: April*  1766.    "    :•  :!^my'h^'^\-rh:&m''jei^' 

3ibno3r>-T   ot  ^ji'tiisf."  (Signed)  "Lewis" im*i 

:  Jjt  has  2^ppeare4  lince,  that  this  Chevalier,  who  aU; 
ways  remained  at  London  'till  the  death  of  tha 
King,  ferv:d  him  as  a  fpy,  not  To  much  upon  the; 
Englilh,  as  upon  his  AmbalTador:  a  circumftancc- 
which  any  other  perfon  would  have  made  more  ef» :> 
fe(5tually  ko  concur  in  the  great  views  of  politicSi* 
and  of  which  he  made  no  other  advantage  than  td; 
amufe  himfelf,  and  to  laugh  at  the  expencc  of  hisJ 
.   Minifter&^.iy^^i^:^;.  r.ri-o-tK  >*bi /ij^'t 

'  a^m^Md  a4r^.    •  Fiv9  hundred  poundi.  .ajaji^^iiliit^n 
bsmi'Vr.  1  ,.     This 
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-  This  Chevalief  d'Eon,  who  has  fmce  been  trahf" 
formed  into  a  woman,  and  who  probably  partakes 
of  both  fexes,  dcferves  to  be  more  particularly 
known.  She  relates  her  hiftory  in  the  following 
nianner : — Born  at  Tonnerrc,  Mademoifelle  d*Eon,  a 
Lady  according  to  her  own  confeflHon,  was  in  the 
tendered  age  endowed  with  a  prudence  capable 
of  feconding  the  political  views  of  her  parents, 
who  made  her  pafs  for  a  boy.  She  was  fent  to 
Paris,  and  placed  at  the  College  Mazarin,  where 
we  may  conceive  how  much  difguft,  labour,  and 
fatigue,  fhe  muft  have  experienced,  to  go  through  the 
feveral  exercifes  of  body  and  mind,  without  betray- 
ing the  fecrets  of  her  fex,  which  was  never  fuf- 
pefted.  To  the  lludy  of  the  Belles  Lettres,  fuc- 
ceeded  that  of  the  Laws.  She  was  received  DoGtot 
in  Civil,  then  in  Canon  Law,  and  afterwards  Coun- 
fellor.  Already  known  by  feveral  works,  (he  had 
an  opportunity  of  introducing  herfelf  to  the  Princi 
of  Conti,  who  honoured  her  family  with  a  parti- 
cular protection.  Ruflia  was  then  at  variance  with 
France,  it  was  an  important  matter  to  reconcile 
thefe  two  Courts :  a  myfterious  agent  was  wanted 
without  a  title,  and  yet  capable  of  inHhuation,  and 
of  fulfilling  the  delicate  commiHion  he  was  to  be 
charged  with.  The  Prince  of  Conti  thought  he 
had  found  in  Mademoifelle  d'Eon  all  the  ne- 
ceflary  qualifications,  and  propofed  her  to  Lewis  XV. 
who  was  fond  of  fuch  myfleries.  He  readily  ac- 
cepted the  female  negotiator  j  who,  upon  her  ap- 
proach to  Peterfbourg,  affumed  the  drefs  of  hei* 
real  fex,  and  fucceeded  lb  well  in  her  bufinefs,  that 
his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fend  her  a  fecond  time  into 
Ruffia,  with  the  Chevalier  Douglas.  She  had  thcri 
«a?rtT  •  ;       f  relumeO 
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1769.     rcfumtd  her  manly  drcfs,  and  went  through  this  fc- 

.    cond  chiUikCtcr  with  ilill    more  lintirc,  lincc  it  is 

affirmed,  that  (he  was  not  evcr^  difcovcred  by  the 

-•>  Emprcis.     The   aim  of  her    negotiations    was,   tci 

determine  Ruffia  to  form  an  alliance  with  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Ver failles,  rather  than  with 
PrulTia.  When  the  treaty  was  figned,  Mademoifclle 
d'F.on  was  commiffioned  to  carry  the  news  to  the 
Kin^\  She  broke  her  leg  upon  the  road.  Tills  ac- 
ci.ient,  however,  did  not  (top  her,  and  fhe  arrived 
ii.  Verfailles  fix-and-thirty  hours  before  the  Courier 
who  had  been  difpatched  from  Vienna  at  the  in- 
itant  of  her  departure.  The  King,  delighted,  or- 
dered his  furgeon  to  take  particular  care  of  Ma- 
demoifclle d'Eon,  and  gave  her  a  Lieutenancy  of 
Dragoons,  which  fhe  defired.  She  ferved  in  the  laft 
campaigns,  then  re-entered  tlie  career  of  politics,  and 
was  fent  Secretary  of  EmbalTy  to  London,  where 
Ihe  made  herfelf  fo  agreeable  to  that  Court,  that 
his  Dritannic  Majefty,  contrary  to  cultom,  chofe  her 
to  carry  to  Verfailles,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
his  Aiubafladpr  at  Paris,  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  concluded  between  the  two  nations. 
It  was  upon  this  occafion,  that  the  King  gave  her 
the  Crcfs  of  Saint  Louis.  He  had  already  befiowed 
two  penfions  upon  her.  It  mud  indeed  be  acknov/- 
ledged,  thiu  ilie  is  the  moll  extraordinary  perfon  of 
the  age.  We  have  feveral  times  feen-women  me- 
tamorphofed  into  men,  and  doing  their  duty  in  the 
war;  but  we  have  (ccn  no  one  v^ho  has  united  fu 
many  m-ilitary,  political,  and  literary  talenti.  ,  ..^<^ 
The  anecdote  which  has  been  aifo  revealed  to  us 
by  Count  Broglio,  proves  ftill  more  ftrongly  what 
we  have  faid  of  the  character  of  the  late  King.     He 

■i.-^r-nr-'  ^  '  FClateS, 
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'  tclatcs  ♦,  that  this  Monarch,  at  his   appointiYicnt 
f)  to  the  cmbaflTy  of  Poland,  in  1752,  had  caufed  to 
1  be  tranfmitted  to  him  by  the  late  Prince  of  Gonti, 
V)  an  order  written  in  his  Majefty's  own  hand,  to'cor- 
5'  refpond  fecretly    with  hioi,  and  to  prefer  the  or- 
'  ders  he  fhould  convey  to  him  through  the  means 
of  this  Prince,  to  thofe  which  Ihould  come  direftly 
to  him  from  his  Council.     He  added,  that  in  1757, 
when  his  Highnefs  had  loft    the    ^ood   graces   of 
Lewis  XV.  the  King  intrufted  hir-    di!e6tly   wi  h 
this  confidence,    and  continued   it   till   his    ueath. 
•^  This   diflimulation   went  fo  far  as   to   punif a  this 
*'  Nobleman  twice,  while  he  gave  him  a  fecr.u  ,tcfti- 
'  mony,   that  thefe  two  exiles  were  unnr^erite4.1 ;  *'h' 
^^  writing  to  this  efFeft,  the  Count  has  pro':]ured  at. 
■''   this  day.     In  the  affair  of  the  Baftille,  h    p^'ticu- 
^  larly   required  f   that  Count  Broglio,    inculpated, 
^'  ihould  fuffer  without  juftifying  himfelf  or  without 
complaining — his  liberty  to  be   infringed — and  his 
hbnour  to    be   called    in  queftionj  that  1  :^  Jliould 
dlow  the  heavieft   accufations   to  be  accumul-^ed 
againft  him,  and  ftiould  let  himfelf  be  announced 
to  his  country,  and  to  foreign  Courts,  as  a  political 
incendiary,  and  a  contriver  of  abominable  intrigues 
and  prafticcs. 

We  know  not  at  what  time  the  fecret  intimacy 
between  the  late  King  and  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon 
was  formed  :  but  it  is  cerr  .n,  that  it  increafed,  and 
began  to  be.  made  public  precifely  at  the  time 
when  that  Commandant  was  becoming  more  odious 
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^,  •  In  a  Qiemorial  produced  in  Court,  and  printed  in  1779, 
which  is  intitlcd :  Expojc  des  motifs  qui  ont  necejjiti  It  flaintt  du 
Comte  de  Breglio. 

^       I  in  lyj^i  we  Aiall  mention  this  anecdote  again. 
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in  BHtany  —  that,  when  he  was  obliged  to  recall 
him,  to  fatisfy  the  nation,  he  drew  him  nearer  to 
his  perfon,  by  choofing  him  Commandant  of  the 
Light  Horfe  of  his  guard — in  a  word,  that  while 
he  folemnly  acknowledged  the  innocence  of  M.  de 
la  Chalotars  bafety  calumniated,  he  in  a  manner 
concealed  his  calumniator,  at  the  fame  time,  in  his 
own  palace,  and  perfifted  in  fcreening  him  from  all 
the  purfuits  of  juftice. 

After  fuch  flriking  examples  of  the  manner  in 
which  Lewis  XV.  diftinguiihed  in  his  own  mind 
the  individual  from  the  Chief  of  the  State,  it  can- 
not be  furpriling  that  he  alfo  feparated  his  intereft 
from  rhat  of  the  nation.  He  had  a  private  cheft 
of  his  own,  totally  diflindt  from  the  public  cheft, 
the  difpofal  and  management  of  which  he  left  to 
the  Comptroller  General}  and  he  had  chofen  for 
his  private  cheft,  a  man  in  whom  he  could  con- 
fide, a  Minifter  for  the  purpofe :  this  was  M.  Ber- 
lin. Not  only  he  would  not  have  fuffered  that 
any  thing  Ihould  have  been  taken  out  of  his  ftock 
for  the  public  Exchequer,  but  even  when  he  could 
increafe  his,  at  the  expence  of  the  latter,  he  con- 
fidcred  it  as  a  fortunate  fpeculation.  He  coUefted 
all  kinds  of  bills,  and  no  fooner  had  he  raifed  the 
credit  of  fome  of  them  in  the  Council,  than  he 
gave  orders  immediately  to  his  agent,  to  expofe  the 
bills,  of  this  clafs  to  market  before  the  value  of 
them  could  be  lowered.  When  the  King  of  Sweden, 
at  that  time  Prince  Royal,  came  to  France  to  fettle 
the  affairs  of  the  fubfidies  due  to  his  father,  the 
Royal  treafure  being  drained,  Lewis  XV.  fhewed 
great  feluclance  to  advance  that  fum  out  of  his 

own 
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own  funds,  and  did  it  only  upon  condition,,  that  it 
fhouid  loon  be  returned  to  him.      H''^^^  ;  v'^:-^^^  ^- 
What  was  at  firft  nothing  more  than  a  laiighabic 
childifhncfs,  at  the  period  of  the  life  of  Lewis  XV, 
we  have  now  reached,  was  converted  into  an  in- 
credible hardnefs  of  heart.     The  corrupt  men  who 
were  about  him,  ftimulating  his  cupidity,  feduccd 
him  with  fpeculations  of  an  immenfe  pro^t  upon 
the  monopoly  of  the  corn,  which  they  might  the 
more  readily  exercife  under  his  Majefty,  as  the  pre- 
tended fyftem  of  liberty  was  the  niore  favourable 
to  this  defign.     They  perfuaded  him  to  ere6t  ma- 
gazines for  the  King,  under  pretence  of  fupplying  the 
Wants  of  the  people  j  which  producing  a  fcarcity  of 
the  commodity,  kept  it  up  continually  at  a  high 
jirice,  that  was  ftill  inhanced  by  unfavourable  har- 
vcfts.     We   Ihall   not   enter  into   a  detail  of  the 
manoeuvres    praftifed    by    the    fubaltern    agents, 
which  are  fet  forth  very  clearly  in  a  multitude  oif 
writings  of  the  Oeconomifts.     We  fhall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  Lewis  XV.  was  fo  ferioufly  engaged  in 
this  fpeculation,  that  the  perfons  admitted  into  hi^ 
private  clofet  faw  upon  his  defk,  every  day,  cx^Gt 
averages  of  the  price  of  corn  in  the  feveral   mar- 
kets of  the  kingdom.     This  is  the  reafon  why  the 
Courts,   apparently   authorifed   to   trace  abules  to 
their  fource,  were  flopped  as  Toon  as  they  were  able 
to  difcover  the  thread  of  them,  and  efpeci ally  when 
they  wanted  to  proceed  againft  the  authors.    This 
is  the  circumftance  which  rendered  ulelefs  the  fa- 
mous aflembly  of  principal  pci  fons  holden  at  Paris 
in   1768,   under  the  name  of  General  Affemhly  of 
Police  I  which  nrtight  have  become  of  great  import- 
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ance,  if  the  Parliament  had  had  any  vigour,  of  if 
their  Prefident  had  not  been   intirely   fold  to  the 
Court.    We  fee  by  the  account  which  the  Prefident 
Choart,  of  the  Court  of  Aids,  gave,  when  he  came 
out  of  the  Convocation,  to  confider  of  the  ftep  pro- 
per to  be  taken,  under  favour  of  the  King,  refpedb- 
ing  the  exceflive  dearnefs  of  corn  and  bread,    that 
he  is  obliged    to  confefs   his  having  fulfilled  his 
comrtiiflion  but  imperfeftly.     He  informs  us,  that 
the  objed  of  the  Convocation  and  the  deliberation 
was  known  only  a  few  moments  before  the  meeting, 
although  matters  of  the  higheft  confequence  were 
to  be  difcuffed  j  that  he  could  never  obtain  that 
the  meeting  Ihould  be  pcftponed  to  another  day, 
nor  that  fufficient  procraftination  Ihould  be  allowed 
him  to  take  and  to  communicate  the  fenfe  of  his 
Company..    He   concluded  with  fignifying  to  his 
brethren    his   regret,    at    having  been    forced   too 
fpeedily  to  determine  upon   objefts  fo   worthy  of 
more  mature  reflexions,  in  an  unexpedled  meeting, 
and  feveral  of  the  members  of  which,   were  pro- 
bably in  the  fame  cafe  as  he  was  f.     It  follows,  that 
this  Aflembly  was  a  real  mockery,  a  bait  to  de- 
ceive the  people,  and  to  perfuade  them,  that  the 
King  was  attentive  to  their  misfortunes,  while,  in 
fadl,  he  contributed  to  them.     In  a  word,  the  cu- 
rious ftill  preferve  with  care  the  Royal  Almanac  of 
1774,  in  which  they  had  the  impudence  to  place 
among  the   officers   of  finance   intruded  with  the 
Royal  revenues,  the  Sieur  Mirlavaud,  Treafurer  of 
the  corn  for  the  account  of  his  Majefly, 

-  \  See  Memoires  pour  fer'vir  a  Vhijtoire  du  droit  puhlis  de  la 

France  en  matiert  d^Impots.        .     ,  v..  .     ?.* 
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It  has  been  faid,  that  towards  the  end  of  his  reign,     .1769.. 
Lewis  XV.  overburthened  with   the  troybles  and         ' 
misfortunes  of  his  kingdom,  had  entertained'  fome 
thoughts  of  abdicating.'     Thoug'^  incapable  of  ex-    2 
ercifing  his  authority,  yet  he  was  at  the  fame  time 
too  jealous  of  his  right,    to  refign  it  to  any  other 
perfon.     Undoubtedly,  if  in  transferring  the  whole 
wcigJit  of  government  upon  his  fuccefTor,  .he  could 
have  preferred  all  the  honour  of  it,  or  all  that  could 
have  contributed  to  his  fecurity,  and  to  his  perfonal 
enjoyments,  he  would  have  readily  done  it.     But, 
from  what  we  have  related,  it  is  evident,  that  he 
had  in  reality  abdicated  a  long  time  pall,  in  what 
concerned  his  people,  and  even  his  family,  as  being        ,  .  ^ 
foreign   to  him  in  every  particular  which  he  ima- 
gined ought    to  be  the  charge  of  the  State.     Be- 
fides  what  we  have  been  reading,  we  fhall  feieft, 
from  among   many  others,  one   ftroke  which  will 
complete  the  plflure   of  the  fyilemanc  apathy  of 
Lewis  XV.  .;  , 

The  Curate  of  Saint-Louis  of  Verfaillcs,   the  pa- 
rilh  of  the  Caftle,.  came  one  day  to  his  levee,  ac- 
cording to  the  privilege  he  had  of  doing  fo.     His 
Majefty,   always  externally  humane,  informed  him- 
felf  of  the  fituation  of  the  Paftnr's  flock,  and  afked, 
if  there  were  a  great  many  Jicky  de/rd,  cr  peer  ?     Ac 
this  laft  queftion,  the  Curate,  fetching  a  deep  figh, 
anfwered,  that  there  ivere  many. — B:itj  replied  the 
King,  with  earneftnefs.  Are  not  the  alms  pkntiful? 
Are  they  not  fufficient  ?     Is  the  numher  of  unfortunate 
-people  increafcd  F — Oh  yes.  Sire. — How  can  this  be  ? 
exclaimed  the  Monarch— /row^  whence  come  they  ? — 
The  reafon  is^  Sire,  that  even  the  foctmcn  of  your  pa- 
laci  ajk  charity  of  me. — I  believe  fo  too,  anfwered  the 

King, 


/^ 


THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 


1 


li 


¥ 


1769.    King,  with  ill  temper,  tbey  won't  pay  them.    H^ 
iihmediately  broke  the  converfation,    and  turned 
ikpbn  his  heel,  as  being  forry  to  be  ihrormed  of  evils 
which  he  could  not  redrefs.    Any  one  who>  with- 
out knowing  the  matter  in  queflioni  (Hould  have 
hear'd  the  anfwer,  would   have  thought  that  the 
King  was  Ipeaking  of  the  people  of  the  Grand  Sig- 
pior,  or  of  the  Emperor  of  China. 
''To  this  pitch  of  infenfibility  the  King  of  Den- 
mark found  him  arrived,  when  he  came  to  Paris; 
The  firft  interview  between  thefe  two  Monarchs 
was  at  Fontainebleau.      The  King  was  juft   re- 
turned from  hunting  ;  he  made  his  brother  wait  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  while  he  was  drefling,  for  which 
he  apologized  by  fay'ng,  that  at  his  time  of  life,  a 
little  attention  to  the  toilet  was  neceffary.    He  at 
firft  deceived  this  Prince,  by  an  anfwer  which  unfor-" 
tunately  came  only  from  his  lips.    The  ftranger,^ 
after  having  paid  his  vifit  to  the  children  of  France," 
and  to  the  Princefles,  when  he  returned  to  the  Mo-  ' 
narch,  exprefled  his  fatisfafbion  at  the  auguft  per-^ 
fons  he  had   been  feeing,    and  congratulated  hini  * 
upon  being  fo  well  furrounded.    This  gave  an  op-  " 
portunity  to  Lewis  XV.  to  call  ^o  mind  the  lofles 
he  had  recently  fuftained  j  and  his  Danifli  Majefty  ob- 
ferving  upon  this,  that  the  numerous  family  he  had 
remaining,  was    a  very  precious    indemnity ;  the 
King  replied  with  a  fighi  I  have  one  infinitely  more  ^ 
numerous,  whofe  happinefs  would  be  truly  mine.    AnJ" 
expreflion  of  fenfibility  which  raifed  an  emotion  in  "' 
the  yet  unexperienced  heart  of  the  young  Monarch %' 
but  the  frivoloufnefs  of  which  he  foon  difcoyered^ 
when,  iipon  the  roads,  he  faw  his  coach  furrounde4  "^ 


with  the  country  people  begging  for  bread  i  when 
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he  received  petitions,  in  which  he  was  intreat^cf  td 
acquaint  his  Majefty  with  the  melancholy  fituation 
of  his  kingdom ;  in  a  word>  when  he  was  informed^ 
that  fimilar  fccnes  were  often  renewed  about,  the 
coach  of  Lewis  XV.  and  always  with  as  little 
cffeft*  ■-  \  J:.ri  r*i 

At  the  fupper  which  was  given  that  evening  be- 
tween the  two  Kings  and  the  Courtiers,  it  was 
agreed,  that  all  the  wit  and  all  the  fallies  came 
from  the  ftranger.  Speaking  of  the  difproportion 
of  ages  between  them,  Lewis  XV.  faid  to  him, 
/  might  be  your  grandfather.  That  circumjiance  is 
wanting  to  my  happinefs,  replied  his  Danilh  Majefly, 


with  cordiality. 

^  Another  anfwer,  not  lefs  ingenious,  was  the  one  ' 
hegavealfo  to  the  King,  who,  obfeiving  that  he 
was  much  pleafed  with  Madame  de  Flavacourt, 
by  whom  he  was  feated,  faid  to  him,  with  apparent 
malignity — whichi  however,  was  as  diftant  from  his 
character  as  the  oppofite  motive— ^<?«^  you  think 
that  the  at$iahle  lady  you  are  converjing  with  is  ahovi 
fifty  f-^It  is  a  proof.  Sire,  that  one  does  not  grow  old 
at  your  Court* 

^,  In  proof  of  our  aflertion,  that  Lewis  XV* 
when  he  faid  bitter  things,  had  them  no  more  in 
his  heart,  than  the  obliging  things  he  ufed  to 
utter—- a  circumftance  which  conllitutes  another 
Hngularity  in  his  difpofition — we  cannot  omit  the 
anecdote  of  the  Abbe  Broglio,  one  of  the  moil  con<* 
vincing  we  could  poflibly  adduce.         ^^        ^ 

'One  day,  at  the  public  dinner,  the  iCing  having 
inquired  after  one  of'  the  perfons  who  ufed  to  ea( 
at  the  table,  was  told  that  he  was  dead  ;  I  had 
taken  carei  to  warn  bim  of  it,  faid  he.  .Then> 
jToL,  IV.  M  looking 
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[ooltirtg  w»ind  the  circle  of  Coultirrs  who  were 
about  hirtii' and  fiKing  thi«  Abbe^  he  atidrefled 
him  in:  ri)e  following  wor^fi:  Tour  turn  wiUcome 
w;tf.  -  This  Nobletnon^  being  of  a  mor-ofey  haffhy 
and  choleric  dirppfition,  was  fcarce  abld  to  contair* 
himfelf ;  and  replied:  SirCy  Tour Majefty  "jocnt ytfet- 
Hay  a  huntingy  a  ftdrm  Came  oity  and  yoiu'i:m]fl'wet  as 
well  as  the  refi :  he  then  went  out,  tranfpGfrtcd  with 
rage,  This  is  juji  the  temper  of  the  Abbe  de  BrogliOy 
cntd  t\\tl^\n^^  he  is  alioays  angry: — biit  nothing 
more  was  faid  of  the  matter^ •ii'it'  .Tj-jjj^iajJ:  *^«'.-^<^' 
I V.  If  Lewis  XV.  did  nbt,  however,  pique  himfelf 
on  fhewihg  to  his  Danilh  Majefty,  in  (Jdrtverfatiorti 
the  fam6  amiable  turn  which  he  feemed  t^oi^referve 
morepartictihrly  for  his  intimate&i  if  ointhfe  throne 
he  did  hot  difpl^y  before  him  the  truly  fegafl^alkie* 
^f  adminiflration  i  yet  he  feceivedhis  gueft  with  a 
degree  of  hiagnificence  worthy  of  himfelf  iandiaf  his 
fitu ation.  The  Duke  of  Duras,:  firft  G€tttlen#i^  of  ^e 
bed-chamber,'  was  commifEoned  to  atecbmpferiy  fWc 
foreign  Pririce  evel-y  >;\^Here.  He  loadfcd'^^'hMt  wiiih 
rich  preferit^  \  caHfed  aH  the  i'rinces  of  thebtobd  io 
(Entertain  him  fuccefllvely  j  and  the  feftiVals  oCca- 
iioned  by  his  arrival,  removed  in  fome  itieafUre  the 
gloom  and  taedium  of  the?  Court.  But jii*  reality', 
the  k^  was  very  defiroui  bf  getting  rid-of '  thlis 
troubicfome  fpeftator,  in  order  to  give  hiiflfelf  uj> 
fireely  to  a  new  paflion  he  had  conceiV^,  khd'  the 
turpitude  of  which  being  fenfible  6f»-  he  did  not 
dare  avow  the  objeft  of  it  to  himJ  \'-'<^^'^^  "^^^ 
I^iBihc^  thetJeath  of  the  Marchionefs,  arid  tlic  dis- 
grace of  Mad^moifelle  Komatis,  Lewis  XV.  liJtdha^ 
ho  acknowledged  miftrefe,  nor  even  a;ny«6heihat  waj? 
fcnowa.    They  were  continaafRyne#  dftje^tiS  eitli^ 
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women  of  the  Court,  or  tradcfmen*s  wives,  of  'girls 
of  rtiean  birth;  they  were  chofen  for  him  in  the 
ieveral  orders  of  the  State,  for  his  infatiable  app^« 
ticc  found  every  thing  agreeable,  though  he  foon 
grew  difgufted.     It  was  the  bufinefs  of  thofc  vicious 
men  who  had  plunged  him  again  into  debauchery, 
from  which  he  had  had  a  momentary  inclinacion  to 
withdraw,  to  procure  for  him  inceflantly  the  grati- 
fication of  his  paffionSi     Among  thefe  was  the  Sicur 
he  Bely  firft  valet  de  chambre  to  his  Majefty,  who 
was  particularly  commiflioned  to  make  difcoveries* 
One  day,  when   he  was  upon  the  feareh,  he  met 
with  a  certain  Count  Dubarri,  who  was  engaged  in 
a  fimilar  employment  for  feveral  Noblemen  of  the 
Court,   and   fignified    his    cmbarraffmtnt   to  him* 
"  Is   that  all  f"    replied   the   Count ;    "  you  need 
"feareh  no  further,  I  can  fuit  you  with  a  moHel 
*■    **  truly  fit  for  a  King;   you  fhall  go  and  fee  her." 

'  |-ie  9arried  his  friend  home,  and  ihewcd  him  a  de- 
jnoifelle  named  L'Ange,  formerly  his  own  miftrefs, 
and  whom  he  now  let  out  to  others*     He  affured  the 

'  Sieur  ]Ue  Bel,  from  experience,  that  when  the  Mo- 
narch had  once  been  acquainted  with  her,  he  would 
^ick  to  her  for  a  long  time.  The  girl  proved  fo 
agreeable  to  the  modern  Bonneau,  that  He  igree,4 
to  introduce  her  to  the  King's  bed.  We  fiiall  not 
dive  any  further  into  the  dark  myfteries  of  this  inter- 
view j  and  Ihall  only  obferve^,  that  his  Mijelly.  was 

ib  eot'^.ptured  with  her,  that  he  exprefTed  his  fatis- 
j^ftion  to  the  Duke  de  Noailles.  Tliis  Courtier 
anfwered  with  a  degree  of  frankneis,  whichj  while 
,  it  claffed  the  girl  among  common  proltltutes,  ought 
to  have  opened  the  eyes  of  his  mailer,  if  he  had 

teen/ufceptible  of  fubduing  this  Uiiwditliy  attach- 
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m^t.    The  magic  was  too  powerful,  and  he  could 
not  fever  himfelf  from  this  abandoned  woman  :  it 
became  neceflary  to  conduft  her  fecretly  to  Com- 
piegne>  and  alfo  to  Fontainebleau  j  and,  the  excefs 
,of  his  ardour  blinding  him  ftill  more  and  more,  he 
.would  have  her  married,  that  (he   might  have   a 
jiame,    and  become   capable  of   being  prefented. 
Count  Dubarri  had  a  brother  very  fit  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  and  Mademoifelle    L/Ange    was  no  longer 
^known  but  by  the  name  of  the  Countefs  Dubarri. 
.We  (hall  not  detain  ourfelves  to  difcufs  whom  (he 
was,  what  was  her  origin,  or  whether  flie  were  a 
ibaftard  or  legitimate  ;  all  thefe  particulars  feem  to 
he  fufficiently  cleared  up  in  the  Anecdotes  *  publilhed 
.of  this  Beauty.     Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that,  born  in 
A  very  obfcure  ftation,  and  devoted  to  libertinifm 
Stom  her  earlieft  youth,  as  much  from  tafte  as  from 
lituation,    (he  could  bring  nothing  to  her  fauguft 
lover,  notwithftanding  the  flower  of  her  youth,  and 
the  brilliancy  of  her  charms,  but  the  refufe  of  the 
vileft  wretches,  and  the  dregs  of  proftitution  ;.— 
that  it  was  fcarce  polTible  he  fhould  be  ignorant  of 
•it  i— and  that  he  carried  his  low  debauchery  and 
profligacy. lb  far  as  to  bring  her  into  his  family,  to 
vibrce  his  children  to  fee  her,  almoft  to  feat  her  upon 
the  throne  with  himfelf,  to  lavifh  the  public  trea- 
sure to  enable  her  to  difplay  the  luxury  of  a  Queen, 
tio  ^multiply  the  taxes  in  order  to  fatisfy  her  child- 
'  ilh  fancies,  and  to  make  the  deftiny  of  his  fubjeds 
depend  upph' the    caprices  of    this    extravagant 


i 


,        ,.^  .^  att  Jinetaotei of  tht Countefs DuSarru      -, 


H  H'J 


[r- 


tl 


OF    LEWIS 


iV;- 


l&f: 


'•The  elevation  of  Madame  Dubarri  did  not,  Kow-   J%^ 
ever,  take  place,  without  occafioning  many  difturb-  "*- 

ances  at  Court ;  but  contradiction  ferved  only  to 
render  the  palfion  of  Lewis  XV.  more  ftubborrt. 
It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  occafion,  in  which,  bearing 
up  againfl:  all  difficulties,  he  (hewed  a  degree  of 
firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  which  failed  him  in  mat^ 
ters  of  the  utmoft  importance.  " 

^  The  firft  difficulty  arofe  from  a  woman,  jealouSt 
not  of  the  King's  heart,  but  of  his  fceptre,  which  (he 
wifhed  to  partake.  This  was  the  Dutchefs  de 
Grammont,  lifter  to  the  Duke  de  Choilcul.  Haughty, 
imperious,  and.  greedy  of  power  to  exce(s,  (he  had 
already  fubdued  her  brother  fo  far,  that  this  Mini- 
fteP,  fo  proud,  and  fo  abfolute,  fufFered  himfclf  to  be 
governed  by  her  at  pleafure.  The  malignity  of  the 
Courtiers,  not  knowing  to  what  fuch  a  Angular 
afcendant  could  be  attributed,  had  induced  them  to 
'  account  for  it  by  fuppofing  a  more  than  fraternal 
intimacy  fubfifting  between  thefe  two  perfons ;  who, 
in  fadt,  were  pach  of  them  too  much  incapable  ot 

'reftraint  from  motives  of  religion  or  public  decency. 
However  this  may  be,  the  anecdote  obtained  much 
credit  at  Court,  where  every  enormity  is  believed>  be- 
caufc  the  Courtiers  feel  themfclvcs  capable  of  eveiy 
enormity.  /.aoiftf  srii 

f  The  Dutchefs  of  Grammont,  in  concert  undoubt- 
edly with  her  brother,  the  more  firmly  to  copfoll- 
date  and  perpetuate  the  power  in  their  family,  had 
conceived  the  idea  of  becoming  miftnefs  to  the  King. 
Though  (he  was  neither  young  nor  handfome,  yet 
the  knowledge  they  both  had  of  former  events,  and  ^ 
-  of  the  charaCcer  of  this  Prince,  intitled  them  to 
Jiopc  for  tl>e  fuQccfs  of  the  project,    The  example 
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1769.  of  Madame  de  Mailly — who,  with  no  greater  fharc  of 
beauty  or  of  youth,  had  neverthclefs  fuccceded,  by 
means  of  her  boldnefs  and  impudence — was  a  power- 
ful encouragement,  and  the  Dutchefs  already  look- 
ed upon  herfclf  as  triumphant,  when  flie  was  fup- 
planted  by  this  new-comer.  She  became  the 
more  furious,  as.  Ihe  was  foon  informed  what  kind 
or  a  woman  had  been  preferred  to  her.  She  infi- 
nuated  her  rage  into  the  heart  of  her  brother,  whofe 
high-minded  difpofition  made  him  naturally  averfe 
tp  the  advances  of  this  party  -,  for  the  Dubarri's  nor 
daring  at  firft  to  ftrive  againft  this  all-powerfull  Mi- 
nifter,  had  endeavoured  to  conciliate  his  favour.  It 
is  even  affirmed,  that  th6  Countefs  made  fomc  ad- 
vances to  him,  which  he  might  have  improved  if  he 
had  pleafed.  The  haughtinefs  with  which  he  behaved 
towards  them — the  incredible  progrefs  of  the  fa-, 
vourite  in  the  Monarch's  afFeftions — and  the  rivals.: 
of  the  Choifeuls,  who  ranged  themfelves  on  their 
fide — drove  them  to  an  open  war,  which  was  to  ^ 
terminate  in  a  difgrace,  from  which  the  Duke, 
lulled  by  a  profperity  of  ten  years  continuance, 
thought  himfelf  far  diftant.  It  was  therefore  lef^ 
from  any  apprehenfion  of  this  kind,  than  to  gratify 
Hh  filler's  refentment,  that  he  refolved  to  open  the 
eyes  of  his  mafter  upon  the  infamy  which  his  choice 
would  reflefl;  upon  him:  he  did  not,  however, *dQ 
this  in  a  dired  manner,  being  too  well  aware  of  the 
danger,  but  indireflly,  and  by  the  moft  oblique 
means.  He  firft  fet  his  emiffaries  at  work  to  find 
out  the  fcandalous  ehrpniele  of  the  adventures  of 
the  Counteis  j  he  had  them  preferved  in  ballad^  ir^ 
mahufcript  novels,  and  in  little  fl:ories,  withwhi^l^  * 
the  polite  circles  were  ^mufe^,     The'policc,  ithisi 
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difpofal,  far  from  ofHcioufly  calling  a  vcilupon  17691 
the  meartneis  off  t\\c  Monarchj,  contributed  firft  to 
divulge  it,  in  thofe  fongs  with  ^hich  they  amufe  the 
popuhcc  of  the  capital  at  the  Pont-M^f  *  1  alle- 
gorical fongs,  indeed,  but  the  key  of  which  is  fooa 
obtained.  The  Court  were  informed  of  theni^ 
and  the  hiftory  of  ithc  Bourkonnoife  '\'  reached  the 
^ars  of  the  PrinccfTes  Royal  which  occafioned  then[x 
to  make  many  difficulties  -with  refpcft  to  her  be- 
ing prefented.  Lewis  XY.  wlio  was  very  fenfible  of 
his  folly,,  would  noc  m&ke  ic  more  confpicuous  by 
precipiiating  the  event  before  he  had  prepared  the 
minds  of  the  Royal  Family.  It  became  therefore  , 
,a  long  negotiation,  which  held  the  Court  in  fuC- 
pence  during  fome  months,  and  gave  occaOon  ta 
•wagecs  on  both  fides  of  the  queflion«  The  Choi* 
feulsivere  urging  the  PrincefTes  underhand  to  keep 
iirm;  and  at  th6  fame  time  redoubled  their  ^orts 
to  prevail  upon  his  M^(ly»  to  undeceive  hitn^  and 
to  make^im  afhamcd  of  his  choice.  It  is  faideven> 
that  the  Sieur  Le  Bel,  C9nfid<;cifig  the  confequence^ 
that  might  follow  from  the  impoittion  he  had 
pradtifed  on  this  qccafion  towards  his  mafler,  and 
fearing  his  ncfentmcn^y  endeavoured,  without  fucr 
,cefs,  to  prevent  k. J  that,  alarmed  at  the  inutility 
of  the  ftcp  he  had  taken— from  wh id?  he  foreboded 
;3  better  iHlie-^in  his  defpair  he  periihisd.fuddenly 
jn  an  unfortoofite  iiianner^  either  by  a  confirained 
^rvolunilaryr  death.  * 

f  However  this  may  be,  the  agents  employed,  under 
4be?«ufjpiees  of  their '  auguft  father, .  could  not  pro- 

'  *  From  whence  theie  fongs  go  by  the  name  of  Pont-neu^s  Ip, 
^rench.  '  ■  --^    .:..•:;:;  ■;  •  *^   --V'  •  'V- 

,^  llic  name  given  to  Madame  J>ubarri  in  the  fijngli  r; 
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vail  upon  the  PrincefTes  Royal  any  other  way  than 
by  exciting  their  fears  with  refpeft  to  his  health, 
which  was  reprefented  to  be  impaired  by  the  af^ 
flifkion  he  experienced  from  their  oppofition.  They 
yielded  to  this  irrefiftible  motive  j   and  the  next 
difHcuhy  was  to  find  a  woman  who  would'  take  the 
ceremony  upon  her.     There  was  a  necefllty  of  feek- 
ing  out  a  Madame  liC  Beam,  an  old  woman,  al- 
ways engaged  in  law-fuits,   to  whom  a   hundred 
thoufand  livres  *  were  given  for  her  trouble,  and  to 
keep  company  with  the  newly- prefented  lady  in  the 
beginning,  when  no  other  perfon  would  appear  with 
her.    The  allurement   of   favour  foon  brought  a 
Court  about  her.    The  King  fupped  every  night 
with  his  miftrefs  ;  fhe  ufed  to  invite,  and,  in  order 
that  the  Great  fhould   not  be  able  to  refufe,    ihe 
added  at  the  bottom  of  the  invitation,  His  Majifiyi 
will  honour  me  with  his  prefence.    Some  Ladies  im-' 
perceptibly  gave  way  i  the  Countefs  dc  I'Hopital; 
Madame  de  .Valentinois,  and  the  Lady  of  Marfhal 
l^irepoix,  fet  the  example ;  and  the  Count  de  Itt 
M^rche  was  obferved  to  increafe  the  croud  of  her 
admirers.    The  Prince  of  Conde  having  obtained 
fcomithe  King  the  favour  of  entertaining  him  at 
Cbantilly,   expreffed  his  gratitude  to  his  Majefty 
h^.Tf^eiving  the  Countefs  there.  " • 

.  tXhe?Duke  de  Choifeul  began  to  perceive,  that 
he. i{iad,4aot. behaved  with  fufficient  policy  towards 
the  favourite  j  but,  too  much  biafled  by  the  refent-*' 
ipent  of  his  fiiter,  he  had  proceeded  to  fuch  lengths 
that  1^  cauld  npt  retract.    He  met  the  dangers'  of 
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the  ftorm  that  was  preparing,  and,  confldering  it 
with  firmnefs,  he  was  rcfolvcd  to  make  head  againft 
it.  He  faw  his  party  diminilhed,  and  the  crea- 
tures whom  he  thought  moft  attached  to  him, 
combining  againft  him.  Among  thcfe,  the  firft  per- 
fon  who  abandoned  him,  was  the  one  whom  he  had 
lain  under  the  greateft  obligations,  and  who  to  ap- 
pearance was  moft  inviolably  devoted  to  him.  It  was 
the  real  Chancellor;  for  at  this  time  there  were 
three  of  them  in  France.  His  ruling  charafter  was 
deceit,  which  he  made  wonderfully  fubfcrvient  to 
the  gratification  of  his  ambition.  His  fraudulent  ar- 
tifices praftifcd  for  the  Prime  Minifter,  had  obtain- 
ed Angular  favour  from  him.  His  dexterity  in 
managing  his  Company  at  pleafurc,  in  exciting 
or  diminilhing  their  adivity,  as  the  Duke  wiftied, 
induced  this  Minifter  to  think,  that  he  would  ftilt 
be  more  ufeful  to  him  at  the  head  of  the  Magi- 
ftracy,  from  whence  he  was  defirous  of  removing 
M.  Bertin,  who,  from  the  particular  confidence  with, 
which  the  Monarch  honoured  him,  had  a  claini 
upon  that  dignity,  and  was  not  fui table  to  him  oti 
account  of  his  known  attachment  to  the  Jefuits. 
Accordingly,  he  began  a  negotiation  with  M.  do 
Blancmefnil,  and  employed  M.  de  Maleflierbes,  the 
fon  of  this  old  man,  not  lefs  a  dupe  than  the  Duke 
de  Choifeul.  Such  was  the  adroitnefs  of  M.  de 
Maupebu,  that  he  turned  to  the  advancement  of  his 
fortune  the  circumftance  that  ought  to  have  over- 
thrown it.  As  Firft  Prefident,  it  was  his  bufinefs  to 
reckon  up  the  votes.  In  one  of  the  meetings  he' 
was  accufed  of  having  abufed  his  poft  to  carry- 
on  4in  impofition,  and  make  the  opinion  pafs  which 
was  moft  agreeable  to  the  Court,  though  fupportcd 
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by  a  I«fs  Tiumber  of"  fufFrages.  Fortunately  for  him^ 
it  was  near  the  time  of  the  vacations ;  the  repri- 
manding of  him  was  deferred  to  Maptinmas-day^' 
and  he  aviuied  himfelf  of  this  delay,  and  intrigued 
with  fo  murh  artifice,  that  the  Chancellor  gave  in 
his  refignation  in  favour  of  the  Vice-Chanccllor  i 
who,  accoitding  to  agreement,  fatisficd  with  this 
inftant  of  real  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  this  dig- 
nity, refigned  the  next  day  to  his  fon. 

The  members  of  the  Parliament,  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  this  cameleon,  foretold  to  the  Duke 
de  Choitcul,  that  he  had  taken  his  moft  dangerous 
enemy  into  the  Miniftry.     He  did  not  entirely  throw 
offrhe  ma|k  inthe  firft  inftance.  Still  uncertain  of  th^ 
turij  which  the  favour  of  the  Dubarris  might  take, 
he  kept  upon  good  terms  with  both  parties.     Luc 
wlien- tl)e  prefcnting  of  the  Countefs  had  confoli-r; 
dji^cd  her  party,  he  went  over  entirely  to  thein  f  ^ 
and  carried  the  refinement  of  his  adulation   fo   far 
a^  to  find  out  that  he  was  related  to  the  Countefs, 
whom  he  always  called  his  Coufm,     The  fupplenefs; 
ojf  his  chara6ler  made  him  fubmit  to  all  the  ex- 
travagances of  this   woman,  who  had  neither  de^ 
ceijcy.  noi:  underftanding.     In  order,  to  malce  him* 
felf,, agreeable  to  her,  he  derogated  from  the  dignity 
of,^kp9fl,  ai>d  allowed  himfelf  to  become  her  fport^ 
an^  thut  of  her  riegro,  and  there  was  no  kind  of  me-. 
tamoJr^hpfis  he  did  not  undergo  in  this  defign,  whicl^, 
he  n^vef  loljt  fight  of  for  a  fingle  moment.   Notwith- 
flanding- all  this  meannefs  and  fcrvility,  he  never 
could  obtain  any  thing  more  than  a  fubaltcrn  confi^^ 
dence  in  this  Court,  in  which  he  had  been  forefl:alk,4 
by  a  Nobleman  more  amiable,  not  lels  full  of  wit,  Mot 
l&fiibtle^  and  in  every  refpeft  bet|er.,ca}qM}ate(i 
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to  fucceed  with  the  women.     It  is  evident  that  we 
have. been  fpeaking  of  the  Duke  d'Aiguilion;  who, 
by  this  channel,  extricated  himfelf  from  a  very  di(a* 
greeable  fituation,  into  which  M,  de  Maupebu  had 
thrown  him,  under  pretence  of  doing  him  fervice, 
and  perhaps  with  the  real  defign  of  ruining  him  evert 
at  that  time,  and  of  fupplanting  this  competitor, 
whofe  credit  eclipled  his  own.    It  is,  however,  to-be 
prefumed,  that  he  was  fincere  upon  this  oceafiony 
becaufeeven  his  in tereft  engaged  him  to  league  hinw 
felf  with  this  enemy  of  the  Choifeulsj  whom  he  had 
no  fooner  abandoned,  than  he  was  fenfible  of  thefte- 
ceflity  of  overthrowing  tJiem.  ;,     - 
While  Lewis  XV. — by  that  fpirit  of  inconfiftency 
maintained  during  his  whole  life,  but  ftill  more  pre- 
valent at  the  end  of  his  reign,  from  his  becoming 
more  weak — was  punifhing  with  exile  the  Attornie* 
General  of  the  Parliament  of  Britany,  whom  he  had 
declared  innocent,  he  was  bellowing  more  confpicu^ 
ous  marks  of  favour  upon  the  Duke  d'Aiguilion^ 
from  whom  he  had  not  been  able  to  avoid  taking 
away  the  government  of  the  province,  upon  the  ac- 
count given  him  by  the  Prefident  Ogier  of  the  vex- 
ations he  had  exercifed  there,  and  of  the  general  ex- 
ecration he  was  holden  in.    It  was  to  the  new  favour- 
ite, undoubtedly,  that  the  Duke  owed  his  being  ap- 
proved of  to  command  the  light  horfe  of  his  Ma-  ■ 
jefty*s  guard ;  which  contributed  only  the  more  to 
irritate  the  people  of  Britany,  and  to  infpirc  the  Ma- 
grftrates  with  greater  activity  to  profecute  him.  The 
affair  had  taken  another  turn.    The  Parliament  of 
Renries,  under  pretence  of  the  troubles  occafioned  in 
their  diftrid  by  xht  formerly  felf-entitled  Jefaits-— who 
>iad  talcen  advantage  of  their  difperfion,  and  of  the 
i                                              encouragement 
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ifi^i     encouragement  they  met  with,  to  take  refuge  there 
"■    in  multitudes,  to  affemble  there,  to  hold  fecret  con- 
venticles, to  intrigue,  and  to  make  it  the  center  and 
the  repofitory  of  their  plans  of  revenge— -had  ordered 
the  public   miniftry   to   watch    over   them  ;   from 
whence  refulted  an  immenfe  train  of  proceedings, 
carried  on  in  all  the  cities  of  the  province,  and  a 
terrible   decree,    which    ordered    them    to   evacu- 
ate it,  unlef$  they  would  take  the  oath  required. 
During  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings,  it  had  been 
found  that  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  was  fuppofed  to 
have  fol'cited,  by  himfelf  and  by  fubaltern  agents, 
witnefles  to  depofe  againft  the  accufed  Magi  Urates. 
Indications  were  difcovered,  in  the  depofitions,  of  un- 
hpar'd  of  opprefllon^-of  an  enormous  abufe  of  pow- 
er— vf  the  meft  atrocious  crime  j  an  expreflion  ufed  in 
the  letter  from  the  Parliament  of  Britany  to  the 
Chancellor,  under  which  they  difguifed  the  fufpicion 
of  the  premeditated  poifoning  of  the  Attornies  Ge- 
neral.    The  Parliament,  upon  the  knowledge  of  this 
circumftance,  could  not  avoid  ordering  a  frefh  in- 
quiry ;  this  was  continued — great  numbers  of  wit- 
Iie0e$  were  hear'd,  and  others  pointed  out — the  Pub- 
lic Miniftry  was  commiflioned  to  move  the  Court — • 
and,  at  the  inftant  when  the  caufe  was  going  to  be 
Submitted  to  the  impartial  examination  of  the  natu- 
ral judges,  a  decree  of  Council,  notified  in  the  mofl; 
illegal  manner,  forbad  the  Public  Miniftry,  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Parliament,  and  even  the  Parlia- 
ment itfelf,  to  go  through  with  the  caufe,  and  to 
pronounce  a  judgment.     This  was  ftill  the  refult  of 
the  influence  of  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  with  the  fa-? 
vourite,  who  had  required  this  compliance  of  thq 
jCharjqellor,    Bu^  thigwas  the  fubjcft  of  ncsft  com-( 
¥•  '.;,..:  *  plaints. 


t 


OF     LEWIS     XVi-f!! 


plaints,  and  of  frefti  remonftr&nces,  and  the  affair^ 
which  Lewis  XV.  flattered  himleif  would  be  quieted, 
rofe  up  again  with  other  acceffories,  which  rendering 
it  more  complicated,  could  not  but  give  it  a  greater 
degree  of  eclat,  efpecially  by  the  art  that  had  been 
ufed  to  introduce  in  it  a  Duke  and  Peer  as  a  culpnt» 
which  muft  neceflarily  excite  commotions  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris,  as  being  a  Court  of  Peers. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  intermedial  Comi* 
mittee  of  the  States  of  Britany,  which  ftill  fubfifted, 
in  the  interval  of  their  feflions,  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  them  not  to  remain  alone  filent  upon  the  af- 
fair of  Meff.  de  la  Chalotais,  and  addreffed,  in  form  of 
a  memorial,  fuch  vigorous  remonftrances  to  his  Ma^^ 
jefty,  that  they  left  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  agita- 
tion the  States  would  be  in  this  year.     The  circum- 
ftance  chiefly  infifted  upon  in  this  memorial,  was  the 
incredible  contradiction  between  the  fpeeches  and 
the  condudt  of  the  King  towards  them.     "  We  can- 
"  not,"  it  was  faid,  "  conceal  from  your  Majcfty 
**  the  univerfal  defolaticn  occadoned  by  your  an- 
fwer.     Even  the  teftimony,  fo  glorious  to  the  At- 
tornies  General,  and  fo  fatisfadtory  to  us,  which 
you   give  of  their  innocence,  becomes  a  caule 
of  terror  to  all  your  citizens.     What,  Sire,  they 
are  innocent,  and  you  punifh  them  I— —-We 
^'  have  not  been  able  to  fee  without  furprize,  mixed 
**  with   confternation,   private  fafts  and  particulat 
"  diflatisfadtions  afligned  as  motives  for  a  public 
f^  punifhment.      Every    magiftratc,   every  citizen, 
:5f  every  man  who  is  punilhed,  muft  be  pronounced 
guilty,  and  he  cannot  be  pronounced  fo,  without 
allowing  him  the  privilege  of  defending  himfelf. 
^'  If  hcbe.accufed,  it  muft  be  known  by  whom,  and 
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176^.    *^Tor  whatii    Ifhebecondtmned,  hemuftprcvioufly 
'  '  ♦*  have  beett  conviftfediif.  ha^-  f^ib^iwofj^as-  ^nw.*' 

}>,  **  Our  honour,  our  life,  and  our  li' c  y,  belong  to 
**'  us,  as  your  Crown  belongs  to  you.  We  would 
**  iJ:"U  our  blood  topreferve  your  rights  to  you  j  but 
/'  dbyou  preferve  ours.   Mere  privileges  are  not  here 

"  the  point  in  queftion. —It  is  in  plain  natural 

"  right,  that  we  at  prcfent  find  what  is  the  objeft  of 
"  our  remonftrances.    .  •  v«y  * 

./*  Even  God,  of  whom  you  are  the  living  image*, 
cannot  punilh  the  innocent,  and  the  guilty  man 
"  whom  he  chaftifes  cannot  doubt  of  his  crime.  Yes, 
"  the  declaration  of  innocence,  and  the  inBidion  of 
apunifhment  at  the  fame  time,  are  impoITible  even 
to  the  Almighty,  and  it  would  be  blafphemy  to 
"  attribute  to  him  fo  odious  a  contradiflion.    i^j^ij  -^-~ 
"  We  can  never  conceive,  that  thofe  whofe  honour 
is  not  called  in  queftion,  and  whofe  nice  feelings 
your  Majefty  condcfcends,  even  by  repeated  decla* 
rations,  to  fet  at  eafe,  Ihould  not  be  perfedlly  inno- 
"  cent;  and  ftill  lefs  can  we  conceive  how  thofe, 
**  whofe  innocence  is  perfecb,  can  experience  the  fate 
J'^referved  to  guilt  and  to  real  criminals.        ,|^,vf, 
'  "What  are  plain  citizens  to  exped,  if  the  firft 
*f  niagiftrates  are  not  fheltered  from  fo  fatal  an  op* 
«  preflion?  The  province.  Sire,  proftrate  at  your 
11^  feet,  implores  your  juftice.     There  is  no  longer 
^'  any  juftice,  if  we  can  be  carried  away  from  oUr 
"  houfes,  thrown  into  captivity,  or  retained  in  end- 
lefs  exile,  under  pretence  of  fecret  offences,  founded 
upon  obfcure  accufations,  againft  which  we  cannot 
defend  ourfelves,  -and  which  will  only  be  made 
**  known  to  us  by  the  rigour  of  the  punilhment.     f* 
^^*'  Condcfccnd.>  Sire,  to  recall  to  mind  the  long 
K.  M  ,,;.  "  Series 
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*'  fcrics  of  cakmitics  which  thafe,  whoft  i'rihocttiiie 
**  you  acknowledge  and  atteft,  haVe  cxpefienced. 
^  They  have  been  torn-  from*  their  functions,  and 
*•'  from  thetr  families  j  they  have  been  dragged  as  vilfc 
culprits  from  one  prifon  to  another;  they  hiive  bttn 
announced  to  all  the  kingdom  of  France  as  pr6va^ 
ricators  and  traitors  j  they  have  been  expofcd  ta 
the  horror  of  a  criminal  procefs,  the  violtnct  of 
•*  which  was  ^qual  to  it*s  injulVi(fc ;  they  have  beheld 
the  preparations' fbV  their  capital  punifhmetiti  and' 
they  have  only  cfcapcd  an  ignominious  death  (if 
^'  virtue  could  fli^ndin  fearof  ignominy)  to  remain  irt 
**  a  long  exih,  the  period  of  which  is  not  fixed.—-* 
The  accufatioiT,  purfued  with  fo  much  virulence,  rs 
abandoned,  but  the  vengeance  ftill  fubfifts.  Fdds 
"  and  diffatisfaftions  which  are  not  mentioned,  irt 
**  orde."  that  nothing  may  be  proved,  are  fubftituted 
•*'to  an  adlion  acknowledged  calumnious,  and  op- 
prei!:cin  without  a  law-fuit  is  adopted  inftead  of 
an  oppreflive  law-fuit."  .  /  t    .;    "  ''^'    "   ■- 

■■^f  f  \wt  would  make  our  readers  acquainted  With  all 
the  beauties  of  this  elegant  compofition,  we  fliould 
tranfcribe  the  whole  of  it.  It's  eloquence  has  this 
peculiarity  in  it,  that  antithefis — which  is  often  a 
Childifh  figure  of  rhetoric,  efpecially  when  toa  much 
repeated  in  a  difcourfe — though  it  occur  frequently 
in  this  memorial,  contributes  only  to  give  it  more 
force  and  energy ;  becaule  it  is  founded  on  concife, 
Clofe,  convincing,  and  clear  reafoningj  and  beCaufe 
it  is  the  natural  and  true  reprefentation  of  the;  per- 
petual conduft  of  the  Court  in  the  trial  in  queftion. 
^'The  Minifters  were  fo  fearful  of  the  effeft  which 
the  perufal  of  this  memorial  would  have  upon  the 
King— who  had  too  much  undertlandirig  riOt  to  be 
i^^'-'-  convinced 


175 


cc  .* 


«•♦ 


11 


il6  THE    PRIVATE    LIF£ 

J769,  convinced  of  the  tyrannical  part,  and,  which  would 
hurt  his  vanity  ftill  mor«>  let  us  be  allowed  to  fay  it^ 
tl^eiboliih  part,  he  had  been  made  to  a6):  for  Hve  years 
paft— that  they  did  not  think  proper  10  mention  it  to 
him.  They  lent  back  thefc  remcnftvances  to  the 
Commidioners,  making  a  merit  wl  -.h  them  of  fup~ 
prefling  them,  under  pretence  that  they  would  cer- 
tainly hr.v;  provoked  the  indignation  of  his  Majefty. 
The  authors  of  them  thought  differently ;  and  copies 
of  their  memorial  foon  tranfpircd.  It  was  received 
with  the  warmeft  approbation  by  the  public  j  it  was 
confidered  as  a  maderpiece  upon  public  right, 
comprehending  in  general  all  the  principles  which 
conftitute  the  real  monarchical  ilate ;  principles  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  fo  much  departed  from,  that 
many  perfons  confidered  them  as  problematical.  The 
patriots  were  delighted  to  fee  them  brought  again 
before  the  eyes  of  the  nation;  they  eagerly  fought 
after  this  work,  tranfcribed  it,  and  diflributed  a  mul- 
titude of  copies  of  it. 

In  the  embarraffment  the  Council  were  in  to  extri- 
cate th  ntifelves  from  the  tempeftuou?  Oruation  in 
which  they  were  more  than  ever  plunged,  the  idri 
was  fuggefted  of  negotiating  with  M.  de  la  Chaio- 
tais,  of  tempting  him  by  the  mofl  feducing  offers, 
and  prevailing  upon  him  to  deiift.  This  expedient 
was  looked  upon  as  the  only  one  capable  of  qu!e.i;«g 
the  affair,  of  ext  uguIfLing  and  of  effacing  the  flight- 
eft  vcflige  of  u  There  v^  \s  at  Paris  a  Breton, 
member  of  the  iriench  Academy,  much  conneded 
with  the  Attornics  General,  very  warm,  in  theii  in- 
terefts,  but  endowed  with  little  fubtlety,  a  great  talk- 
er, blunt,  and  confufed ;  all  qualities  incompatible 
with  thofe  of  a  negotiator.  Neverthelefs,  the  diffi- 
culty 
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txAty  of  finding  another  determined  the  choice  of 
him.  His  name  was  Duclos.  He  was  fen t  with  a 
verbal  commiffion  only,  as  a  man  of  no  confcquencci 
and  who  might  be  dilavowed  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,- 
which,  from  the  known  charader  of  M.  dc  la  Chalo- 
tais,  was  unavoidable.  Being  apprized  of  the  arrival 
of  this  fecret  agent,  he  alked  him,  in  the  firft  inftant, 
if  he  came  to  Xaintes  as  his  friend  or  as  his  feducer; 
if  in  the  firft  capacity,  he  fliould  be  well  received,  and 
might  ftay ;  if  in  the  fecond,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  depart,  which  he  did.  His  meflage  was  not  long. 
Recourle  was  obliged  to  be  !iad  to  fome  other  expe- 
dient. The  matter  uecame  very  preffing,  as  his 
Majefty  began  to  be  tired,  and,  the  more  circumftances 
were  difguifed  from  him,  the  more  was  it  neceflary  to 
conceal  the  whole  from  him.  The  Chancellor,  who 
was  fenfible  of  how  great  importance  it  was  to  him 
to  fignalize  his  promotion  to  the  head  of  the  Magi- 
llracy  by  fome  impofing  a6t,  that  might  procure 
him  the  intire  confidence  of  his  mafter,  afTured  him 
that  he  knew  of  no  other  method  than  to  fufver  the 
aifair  to  take  it's  (ree  courfc,  to  lay  it  before  the 
Cor.it  of  Peers,  and  to  exculpate  the  Duke  d*Aiguil- 
lon  by  ii  folemn  decree.  He  took  this  ftep,  either 
hccaufe  he  had  not  in  reality  feen  any  thing  in  the 
procefs  fent  by  the  Parliament  of  Britany  which- 
ccuid  ferioufly  inculpate  this  Commandant — becaiife 
he  had  not  fufpciently  attended  to  it — bccaufe  he  was 
glad  of  an  opportunity  of  rendering  himfelf  neceflary 
tp  the  Duke,  in  proportion  as  he  Ihould  be  involved 
— or,  in  a  word,  which  is  moft  probable,  becaufe  he 
fiattered  himfelf,  that  his  influence  would  be  n.c/e 
effeduaUy  exerted  in  the  Court  of  Peers,  the  fevtral 
members  of  which  he  was  acquainted  with,  than  ia  a 
Vol.  IV.  N  ft  range 
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1769.     ftrangc  and  diftant  Parliament.    But,  indeed,  who, 
*  "  could  bring  to  view  all  the  fecret  recelTes  o(  a  heart 

fo  replete  with  falfehood?  The  Parliament  of  Britany^ 
apprized  of  the  letters  patent,  under  exprefs  referva- 
tions,  and  which  were  necefTary  in  order  that  this 
ftcp  fhould  not  prejudice  their  exiftence,  had  of  their 
own  accord  fent  the  whole  proceeding  to  the  Parlia- 

.  ment  of  Paris.  They  thus  avoided  the  conflid  which 
might  have  enfued,  and  prevented  the  contell,  which 
would  infallibly  have  arifen  between  the  two  Courts, 
fronfi  making  them  lofe  fight  of  the  matter  to  attend 
to  the  furm,  and  by  this  dextrous  manoeuvre  they  ob- 
liged, in  fome  fort,  the  Court  of  Peers  to  interfere.  In 
the  perplexity  occafioned  by  the  new  turn  which  the 
affair  was  taking,  the  firft  opinion  muft  neceffarily  bc^ 
to  let  themfelves  go  to  circumftar.ces,  and  to  gain 
time  for  any  further  refolutions  which  thefc  might 
fuggeft.  This  had  determined  the  appeal.  The 
King,  referving  to  himfelf  by  this  the  liberty  of  fuf- 
pending  the  affair,  or  of  putting  a  ftop  to  it  whenever 
he  might  think  proper,  it  was  agreed  upon  that  his 
Majefly  hirnfelf  fhould  affid  at  the  fittings,  which 
would  contribute  to  moderate  the  intemperance  of 
them,  and  tha?  they  fhould  be  holden  at  Verfailles., 
in  order  more  effeflually  to  reftrain  ^he  too  great  in\-i 
petuofity  of  the  Magiftrates,  u-'\.  ,^V  ^_    ■        ,r^ 

Refpefting  the  firft  article,  the  Parliament  de- 
termined, that  they  had  no  need  of  letters  patent  to 
take  cognizance  of  a  matter,  in  which  a  Peer  was 
concerned,  and  to  bring  him  to   trial,  their  Court 

.  being  the  foje,  only,  and  effential  tribunal,  to  which 

fuch  a  trial  by  right  belonged.     With  regard  to  the  * 

fecond  article,  the  reference  of  the  matter  to  them, 

they  were  too  mucl>  flattered  with  it  to  oppofe 

^        .  /.  themfelves 
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themfelves  to  this  ad  of  Royalty.  They  only  en- 
tered a  rcfolution,  which  charged  the  Firft  Prcfi- 
dent  to  reprefcnt  the  irregularity  of  the  removal 
of  the  caufe,  as  much  "^in  iffelf,  as  from  the  incon- 
veniences that  might  refolt  from  it.  Some  Peers 
hav'.ng  been  defirous  of  reviving  an  antient  claim, 
always  rejedled,  of  forming,  and,  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  Civilians,  by  themfelves,  and  with 
the  King  only  at  their  head,  the  Court  of  Peers  j 
this  claim  was  again  annihilated ;  it  was  proved  to 
them,  that  the  Magiflrates  of  this  day  were  no 
more  to  be  compared  to  thofe  that  were  formerly 
pamcd  LegifteSi  or  perfons  intruftcd  with  the  civil 
authority,  than  the  prefent  Peers  were  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  antient  Peers  of  the  kingdom;  that 
the  prefent  Peers  were  only  fo  many  Gentlemen, 
appointed  by  his  Majefty  to  a  fupcrior  dignity,  and 
were  nothing  in  themfelves  j  and  that  they  could  not 
therefore  alTimilate  themfelves  to  thofe  great  vaffals 
of  the  Crown,  who  were  (b  many  Sovcreignsj  and 
without  whofe  concurrence  the  Monarch  could  do 
nothing.  The  Prince  of  Conti,  a  zealous  Par- 
liamentarian, infifted  much  upon  this  point,  and 
agreed  to  the  infinite  diftind^ion  there  ought  to  be 
between  the  Princes  and  the  Peers;  he  fpoke  of 
the  fyftem  of  the  latter,  and  threw  a  kind  of  ri- 
dicule upon  it,  but  he  agreed,  that  this  fyftem 
being  of  recent  date,  was  fortunately  not  adopted 
by  the  majority. 

The  firft  fitting  of  the  Court  of  Peers  at  Verfailles, 
took  place  on  the  4th  of  April.  The  King  entered 
alone  with  the  Princes  :  all  his  guard  retired,  and 
the  officers  of  the  Court  took  pofFeffion  of  the 
doors. 
■  3':S>iti:^ih  N  2  .  The 
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1770,  The  Chancellor,  beaming  with  glory,  opened 
the  Aflembly  by  a  difcourfc  very  well  adapted  to 
his  purpofe.  He  announced,  on  the  part  of  the 
King,  that  the  intention  of  his  Majefty  was,  that 
there  fliould  be  an  abfolute  liberty  of  iuklrages  and 
opiaions,  and  that  the  affair  fhould  be  tried  with 
the  utmoU  feverity,  to  acquit  or  condemn  the  ac- 
cufed,        ,  1  r>*i.  ii> 

;  .;  The  Firft  Prefident  anfwered  by  another  fpeech, 
in  which  he  introduced  the  reprefentations  he  was 
commiliioned  to  make.  tri'i     sa   ;f 'jaiif-^ 

The  informations  taken  by  the  Parliament  of 
Britany  were  afterwards  read.  Jt  was  ordered, 
that  they  Ihould  be  depofited  in  the  office,  and 
that  the  Attorney  General  Ihould  take  an  account 
of  them,  to  give  in  his  opanion,  the  whole  without 
prejudice  to.  the  refp.e£tive  rights  of  the  Court  of 
Peers,  and  of  aU  thofe  who  fit  in  it,  and  with- 
out giving  a  fanftion  to  infer  that  any  other  Court 
fhould  be  authorized  to  continue  any  infornaa- 
tlons  or  proceedings,  in  which  a  Peer  fhould  be 

learned,  nf^^irt:  jwi     ct  LiM'U.J    '^ifi*^ 

It  was  rcfolved  at  the  conclufion,  that  nniolt 
humble  thanks  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  King, 
for  having  ^ondefcended,  that  the  real  and  antient 
principles  of  the  Peerage  fhould  be  again  confe- 
V'l'atcd.  ^nd  preferved,  in  his  prefence,  and  with  hi& 
folemn  approbation. 

The  King  appeared  to  pay  very  great  attention 
to  all  the  informations  read  by  the  Firft  Prefident  j 
and,  as  this  long  reading  fatigued  the  Magiftrate, 
whofe  voice  was  infenfibly  loft,  it  was  obferved, 
that  his  Majefty  bent  forwards  to  h?ar  the  better, 
and  not  to  iofe  any  part  of  what  was  faid.      ;.    ,,  , 
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The  Parliament  returned,  very  well  fatisficd  with 
^he  fitting,  in  which  they  had  acquired  a  new  eclat 
by  the  authentic  confirmation  granted  to  them  by 
the  Sovereign,  both  of  their  being  eflentially  nc- 
ceflary  in  forming,  together  with  the  Peerage,  the 
Court  of  Peers,  as  alfo  of  their  being  the  fole  Court 
of  Peers,  in  exclufion  to  all  the  other  Parliaments* 
Some  of  the  Members  were  particularly  delighted 
with  having  been  noticed  by  the  Monarch,  among 
others,  .  M.  Pafquier,  the  famous  Recorder  of  the 
caufe  of  Damiens,  and  of  Count  Lally,  whom  the 
Chancellor  pointed  out  by  a  geft  to  the  King,  who 
was  defirous  of  confidering  him  more  attentively, 
as  he  palTed  before  his  Majeily.  The  fecond  fitting, 
on  the  7th  of  April,  was  not  lefs  agreeable  to  the 
Parliament.  The  Attorney  General  produced  in  it 
a  complaint  againfi:  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  and  a 
perfon  named  Andouardj  Major  of  the  militia  of 
Nantei  who,  in  this  affair,  appeared  to  be  the 
Agent  of  the  Dukci  Accordingly,  all  the  proceed- 
ings carried  on  in  Britany  were  annulled,  as  being 
illegally  infi:ituted,  inulmuch  as  they  concerned  a 
peer*  Frefli  inquiries,  and  frelh  informations,  &c. 
were  ordered  to  be  made* 

During  the  courfe  of  the  inquiries,  M.  Michau 

de  Montblin  diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  his  eloquence, 

to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  King  declared  himfelf  to 

be  of  his  opinion,  exprefling,  neverthelefs,  his  diflike 

to  monitories,   which   were  commonly  ufcd  in  all 

proceedings.    But  from  deference  to  his  Majefty, 

all  the  members  unanimoufly  returned  to  his  opi-- 

nion,  which   was    :onfidered   as  an   order,    and  it 

may  from  thence  be  inferred  what  kind  of  liberty 

reigned  in  that  Affembly.  ? 

N  3  Ho'vcver. 
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1770,  However  this  may  be,,  every  thing  proceeded  fcf 
'  far  with  general  fatisfaftion^  and  his  Majefty  Tcemccl 
fo  well  pleafed  to  prelide  over  his  Court  of  Peers, 
that  he  gave  orders  to  conftruft  irtimediately,  on 
the  fpot  of  the  antient  theatre,  a  Grand  Chamber, 
3  Tribunal,  a  Council  ChambUfr,  houfes  of  refrefli- 
•raent,  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  ccftiiveniences  neceflary 
^to  form  a  Court  of  Judicature,  The  two  laft  fit- 
tings had  been  in  the  Queen's  anti- chamber,  in^ 
which  the  Beds  of  Jufticc  were  holden  j  which  in 
•faft  was  leather  innproper.  Unfortunately,  the  King 
ivas  foon  tired  of  this  tranficory  caprice,  which  was 
firft  interrupted  by  the  marriage  of  the  Dauphin, 
And  the  feftivals  given  on  that  occafion;  . 

This  was  undoubtedly  in  itfelf  one  of  the'mort: 
important  events  of  this  reign,  as  much  from  it's 
ilrengthening  our  alliance  with  the  Houfe  of  Auf- 
tria,  as  from  the  circumftances  which  accompanied 
and  fticceeded   it.    It  was  btought  about  by  the 
care  of  'the  Duke  de  Cboifcul,  who,  ih  all  proba- 
bility, having  his  own  grandfeur,  as^  muth  as  the 
faappincfs  of  France,  in  vieii',  removed  all  difficul- 
ties, and  fortunately  concluded-  tsKefe  nu^tr^h  j  which- 
were  completed  moft  opportunely  for  ^him^  who, 
having   ^Ifdalfted    to'  frtai'h  tain    himleff' by  lit  tie- 
intrigues,  would  now  be  fupported"  by  the  I^au- 
^phintifs  iieHfelf.    It  viras  not  imagined,  that  -he  would 
have  kept  <his"  ground  till  that  period  ^  but  When  it 
arrived,  hfe  friends  conceived  better  hopes,  efpeciallyr 
,   onfeeing  the  diftinguiihed  part  he  aiEled  on  that 
occafion.     The  King  gave   him  leave  to  go  to 
,    Gomj)iegne  t<>  meet  that  Princefs,  and  to  Be  the 
firft  MinifterWho  paid  his  homage  to  her.    The 
Dauphinefs  received   him  with   Angular  attention, 
7  and; 


m 
in 
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And  granted  him  a  private  audience,  whcteiili  after 
having  expreffcd  to  him  the  great  defire  fhc  had  of 
feeing  him,  fhe  thanked  him  for  the  care  he  had 
taken  to  contribute  to  her  happinefs ;  and  added, 
that  (he  depended  upon  the  continuation  of  it,  to 
aflifr  her  youth  and  inexpericnccj  by  his  advice* 

It  was  fcarce  poflible  that  the  preparations,  the 
pomp,  and  the  fcjoiciftgs,  on  account  of  the  mar- 
riage of  the  heir  apparent  to  the  Grown,  fhould 
not  occafion  a  great  deal  of  expence,  notwithftand- 
!n«j  the- diftrcflied  fitiiation  of  the  kingdom  j  but 
this  became  exceflive,  under  a  prbdigal  Sovereign, 
who  had  no  thought  but  for  himfelf,  who  fuffered 
ail  matters  to  be  darned  oh  as  his  KJinifters  chofe, 
and  who  would  not  fre  the  depredations  to  which 
thof6  extraordinary   charges    opened   an    immenfe 
field.    To  give  fome  idea  of  them,  itf  ^as  calculated 
that  thirty  thoiifand  horles  muft  be:  employed  irt  the 
journey*  It  was  (aid,  that  a  multitude  o{  u^hoifterere 
were  t6  go  poft  from  town  to  town,  to  ornament 
the  feveral  J>laces  where  the  Princcfs  was  to  make 
^hy  fllay^  and  that  fixty  Carriages,  all  new,  were  to 
make  pkH  of  the  train  that  was  gone  to  receive  her 
at  Sti'afboufg. 

Thii  was  only  the  prelude.  Nothing  had  ytt 
been  beheld  equal  to  the  dreflfes  of  the  King  and 
the  Princes,  which  crowds  of  people  went  to  fee  at 
the  chibroiderer's  or  taylor*s*  -That  of  the  Iting 
was  brie  which  was  prcfented  to  him  at  the  niip- 
tiais  of  the  Duke  de  Chattres,  and  his  Majefty 
having  then  a(ked,  whether  any  thing  more  beau-  < 
tifui  could  be  contrived,  and  being  anfwered  in 
the  negative,  had  ordered,  that  it  (liould  be  referv- 
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ed  for  the  wedding  of  his  grandfon.  Six  4r<(r<K 
were  reckoned  of  equally  refined  luxury,  and  t^oik 
of  the  children  of  France  were  anfwerable  to  them. 
They  were  befides  to  be  ornamented  with  a  quan- 
tity of  jewels.  The  ftate  coaches  were,  no  lefs  an 
objedb  of  curiolity  :  the  richnefs  of  them  was  equal 
to  their  elegance,  which  will  not  create  furprize, 
when  we  are  told  that  they  were  commanded  by 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul.       :ih!^\  :i,-i?. 

With  regard  to  the  public  ipeAacles,  the.  feftivaU 
of  Lewis  XIV.  fo  celebrated  in  Europe,  ,^d,  in 
hiftory,  could  not  be  compared  to  this.  The 
flower -pot  of  the  Hre- works  alone,  wa%  to  ,  be 
compofed  of  thirty  thoufand  rockets,  whichu  at  a 
crown  *  each,  formed  an<  obje6^  of  four  thoufand 
louis  I  and  we  know  that  a^Hower-pot  of  fire-wprk^ 
goes  off  in  a  moment.  ,      ,    j 

The  preparations  for  thefe  prodigaliti^e^.  f9rmcd  ' 
a  fhocking  contrail:  with  the  infurre^dion^  ^pcq^- 
fioned'  by  the  fcarciiy  of  breads  which  eoi^tinued 
aa^*  increaied,  at  the  fame  time,  in  foine  provinces. 
There  wasa^iot  fit  Befan^on,  and  at  Touifs^,  an4 
it  was  carried  to  fuch  a  height  in  ^is  (aft  town, 
that  the  Intendant  was  obliged  to  make  his  efcape 
by  a  back-door,  and  the  Archbifhop  thought  jt  in- 
cumbent upon  him  to  come  into  Courts  to  difplay 
hit  paftoral  folicicude.  In  the  counties  of  la 
M^Uche^  and  the  Limoufin,  it  was  calculated,  that 
upwards  of  four  thoufand  perfons  were  ftarved.  to 
death,  and  feveral  more  would  have  peri|bed,  }t9d 
it  not  been  for  the  humanity  of  M,.  de  Pprf^ 


Two  (hilling!  and  fix  pence. 


Maftcr 


^    O  F     LEWIS     XVi"  ^ 

Mader  of  Requefts,  who,  being  Lord  of  part  of 
the  manbr  of  the  province,  fent  powerful  fuccpurs 
to  his  tenants;     ,  -.<v»    .,.   ,    ^       '    „^ 

Thefe  misfortunes  gave  rife  to  a  little  parnphleti 
intituled !  AJitigular  idea  of  a  good  citizen y  concern- 
ing the  public  feftivals  'whrch  are  intended  to  be  ex- 
hibited at  Pari  St  and  at  Court,  upon  occafion  of  tht 
Dauphin's  nuptial's.  After  having  enumerated  the 
cofts  of  the  entertainments,  fpedbacles,  fireworks,  il- 
luminations, and  balls,  curried  to  tiie  higheft  degree 
of  magnificence,  and  the  recapitulation  of  which 
amounted  to  a  capital  of  twenty  millions  f ,  tKc 
author  concludes  his  truly  original  panriphlet  in 
the  following  manner.  .-,.   .,.       «^ 

"  I  propofe  that  none  of  thefe  thiqgs  (hould  be 
"  done,  but  that  thefe  twenty  millions  fiiould  be 
**  taken  off  from  the  impofts  of  the  year,  and  efpc- 
"  cially  the  land>i:ax.  Thus,  infteid  of  amufihg 
"  the  idle  people  of  the  Court,  and  of  the  qapi^aj, 
"  with  Vain  and  momentary  diyerfions,  the  (orrowful 
'*  cultivator  would  be  filled  yyith  joyj  the  whol;0 
"  nation  Would  be  made  to  partake  of  this  fo'rtunaj:'e 
*' event;  and  to  the  moft  remote  corner*  of  the 
"kingdom  this  exclamation  would,  refoynd^.  i^»jf 
live  Lewis  the  welt-beloved  i-^sx  fpecies  of  (eiHy/il 
■f<rniew,  would  rcflcft  mofe  real  and  n)or^'iaf|ing 
glory  on  the  King,  tiian  all  the  pbmp'^aaajp^- 
"  geantry  of  Afiatic  entej^tainmehts  j  ^n^  hiifojfy 
^'  would  confecrate  this  event  to  poftcrity  with  / 
"  grieater  fatisfadion*  than  the  frivolous  details  of  a 
•'magnificence,  burthenfome  to  che  people,  and  very 

f  Upwards  of  eight  hundred  thou(and  pounds. 
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1776.     **  far  from  contributing  to  the  real  grandeur  of  ^ 
■~~~"   ••  Monarch,  the  father  of  his  fubjefts." 

There  were  too  many  perfons  of  confequence  in- 
terefted  in  preventing  that  idea  from  fucceeding,  for 
any  attention  to  be  paid  to  it.  They  only  endea- 
voured to  prevent  that  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate 
fhould  reach  the  throne,  and  cfpecially  the  cars  of 
the  Princefs,  whofe  youthful  and  inexperienced 
heart,  being  fenfiblc  and  tender,  would  certainly 
have  been  moved  by  theni.  It  was  affedled  to  inferc 
in  the  Gazette  of  France  *i  that  there  was  a  quantity 
of  corn  at  Nantz,  which  had  hitherto  been  hindered 
from  circulating  by  the  bad  weather,  the  overflow- 
ings of  the  rivers,  and  other  accidental  obftacles. 

It  was  under  thefe  fatal  aufpices  that  the  Dauphin  • 
tis  arrived  at  Compicgnei  The  King  was  very  d^- 
(irous  of  feeing  her,  and  of  knowing  whether  flic  were 
handfome.  It  is  faid,  that  when  the  Prince  of  Poix 
carhe  to  acquaint  him  with  the  news  of  the  arrival  of 
'the  Archdutchefs  at  Strafbourg,  M.  Bouret,  Secretary 
of  the  Cabinet,  at  the  fame  time  prcfented  to  him 
the  exchange  of  contract  made  upon  the  frontiers. 
Hrs  Majcfty>'who  was  very  familiar  with  that  fef- 
Vant^  alked  him  what  he  thought  of  the  Dauphinefsj 
«nd  whether  fhe  had  a  fine  bofom  j  he  anfwered, 
that  the  DaUphinefs  had  a  charming  figure,  and 
Yery  beautiful  eyes,  &c.  "  That  5  s  not  whfat  I  talk 
**  to  you  about,"  replied  his  Majefty  jocolely,  "  1 
"  afk  yau  whether  (he  has  a  fine  bofom  ?"  **  ^rc,  I 
•'  did  not  take  the  liberty  to  carry  my  eyes  fo  far,*^ 
anfwered  the  fubtle  Courtier.    "  You  are  a  fool," 

*  See  the  Gazette  of  France,  of  Mendax«  14th  May,  1770. 
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cbminiicd  his  Majcfty,  laughing,  "  //  is  thejirji  thing 
**  one  looks  at  in  a  woman'* 

^  \Vc  may  juJge,  by  this  little  ahecootc,  of  the  ca- 
gernefs  with  which  Lewis  XV.  examined  his  daugh- 
ter-in-law when  he  faw  her.  He  v  nt  as  far  as  the 
prefcribed  limits  to  meet  her,  where,  conforming 
herfelf  to  the  ceremoniiil,  (he  got  out  of  her  coach, 
and  threw  herfelf  at  the  feet  of  his  Majefty,  who 
raifed  her  up  with  kindnefs,  and  embraced  lier. 
They  fl^pt  at  Ccfmpicgne ;  ftnd  the  next  day,  pafllng 
through  St.  Denis,  they  went  to  fee  Madame  Lou ifa, 
one  of  the  King^s  daughters,  AVho  had  lately  taken 
the  veil  at  the  Carmfclites  of  that  place.  The  whole 
city  of  Paris  was  aflfembled '^pon  the  road,  and  there 
was  a  double  row  of  coaches  from  St.  Denis  to  the 
gate  called  Maillot.  The  Royal  Family  fupped  at 
the  caftle  of  La  Muette,  where  Lewis  XV.  was  not 
afhamed  himfelf  to  prefent  the  Countefs  Dubarri  t» 
the  Dauphinefs,  ahd  to  make  her  eat  with  that 
Prihtefs.  s  • 

The' Dauphinefs  had,  till  that  moment,  been  ig- 
norant of  the  fituation  of  Madame  Dubarri,  whom 
flie  had  oftferi  licaird  mentioned:  at  her  Court,  One' 
day,  impatient  of  hearing  the  continual  repetition  of 
this  nartie,  (he  afked  what  was  tliat  Lady's  employ- 
merit,  who  was  fo  much  t^ked  of  ?  (lie  was  an- 
gered, that  the  Countefs  amufed  the  King.  "  That 
^bein^  the  eafe"  replied  mgenuoufly  the  young 
Archdutchefs,  *^T  declare 'm5i;(elf  her  riv-al.^  She 
-was  not  temji^ted  to  become  fo  at  that  inliant,  when 
flie  had  certainlji^  been  better  informed;  but,  atten- 
tive to  gratify  the  inclinations  of  the  Monarch* 
his  Majefty  having  alked  her  how  (he  found  that 
lady>  (he  anfwered,.  Charming  j  -wlrich  gave  the  high- 
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eft  f^tisfadion  to  the  Royal  Lover.  It  is  certain 
that  Madame  Dubarri  was,  at  that  time,  the  mod 
remarkable  woman  at  Court,  with  refpeft  to  her 
irtlefs  Bgure  and  her  natural  graces.  She  might  be 
called  beautiful  in  herfelf,  and,  by  a  fingularity  ftill 
inore  aftonifhing,  ihe  was  alio,  in  outward  appear- 
ances, the  mod  decent  in  her  behaviour  and  conver- 
fation. 

The  King,  the  Dauphin,  and  the  Royal  Family 
returned  from  Muette  to  fleep  at  Verfailles;  the 
t)auphinefs  alone  remained  there,  in  compliance 
with  the  laws  of  the  Church,  not  to  live  under  the 
fame  roof  as  her  future  conibrt.  She  did  not  go  to 
the  Caftle  'till  the  next  day;  after  having  drefTed 
herfelf  in  her  robes  of  ceremony,  (he  went  to  the 
chapel  to  receive  the  nuptial  benediction.  The 
^rincefs  wa&  much  admired  there;  whO}  in  the  midfl 
of  ah  unknown  fet  of  people,  and  the  natural  afto- 
iiidiment  occalioned  by  fo  many  objefts,  did  not 
ilppear  in  the  leaft  embarraffed,  biit  went  through 
the  ceremonial  yt^ith  great  eafe,  and  with  peculiar 
graces.      ^i-iifh.ii'j    .<'/».■»■  •■>*--  ^  ■         u 


J,..  j[n  the  afcernooh,  an  immenfe,  number  of  people 
Were  aflembled  in  the  gardens,  in  which  were  the 
preparations  for  the  fire-works,  and  the  illumina- 
tions that  were  to  be  iixhibited  in  the  evening*  U 
was  a  difagreeable  thing  to  obferve,  tKat,  in  the 
midfl:  of  fo  many  preparations  for  a  fuperb  feftival, 
tliofe  gardens  were  in  very  bad  order,  and  in  feveral 
places  refembled  the  gaMenft  of  a  caftle,  in  which  an 
execution  has  been  entered.  In  the  firft  place/  the 
waters,  which  are  an  eflential  part  of  the  entertain- 
ment of  fuch  a  day,  njcither  played>  npr  itrere  they 
in  a  condition  to  play ;  feveral  of  the  bafons  were 
.,;-     ■    •  dry. 
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dry  i  even  the  canal  was  dirty  and  full  of  mud : 
mutilated  ftatues,  fcattered  upon  the  ground^  an* 
nounced  the  having  negle6ted  to  pick  them  up,  or 
to  conceal  their  ruins  from  the  public  eye.  Even  all 
the  flights  of  fteps  were  fhockingly  damaged  :-* 
there  were  no  violins,  no  dances,  no  provifions  for 
the  peoplcyAvho  did  not  partake  of  the  mirth,  which 
Ihould  be  th&  firft  mark  of  a  public  feftival.    A  few 
mountebanks  only  were  preparing  to  exhibit  fome 
diverflons  in  the  evening.    The  iky  feemed  not  to 
be  in  harmony  with  the  earth,  for  two  dreadful 
ftorms  difperfed   the  people  whom  curiofity  had 
brought  there,  and  prevented  them  from  feeing  either 
fireworks  or  illuminations,  which  were  poftponed 
to  more  favourable  weather.  By  another  neglect,  un- 
worthy of  the  m^efty  of  the  place,  the  courts,  at 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  were  not  even  lighted  as  much 
as<  thofe  of  a  private  man ;  the  galleries  and  paf- 
fages  remained  in  profound  obfcurity;  there  was  not 
a  (ingle  lamp  either  on  the  fore  or  the  back  front  of 
the  palace.    The  town  of  Verfailles  did  not  feeni  to 
participate  the  leaft  in  this  great  event,  and  Fhm- 
was  reproached  with    having    conducted    mattes 
with  the  greateft  parfimony.    The  poor  were  feen' 
with  indignation  begging  upon  this  day,  as  ufual, 
and  there  were  neither  faufages,  bread,  nor  wine, 
provided  for  them.    The  Noblemen  did  not  diftln- 
guilh  thcmfclves  more,  and  the  magnificent  pahce 
of  the  Minifter  of  Paris,  the  Count  dc  St.  Floreritin* 
wa»only  lighted  by  two  rows  of  fmall  lamps^  at  no 
great  height  from  the  ground.  ' 

•   As  for  the  reft,  all  the  perfons  who  entered  the 
apartments  on  the  day  of  the  marriage,  and  efpecially 
thofe  who  aififted  at  the  royal  banquet,  agreed,  that 
^i-  '  they 
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they  had   never  Teen  To  miraculous  a  fight;  they 
pretended,  tliat  all  the  del'cripcions  they  could  make 
of  it,  would  be  fhort  of  the  truth  ;  and  that  thofe 
which  we  read  in  the  Tales  of  the  Fairies,  could  only 
give  an  imperfedfc  idea  of  it.      The'  richncfs  and 
luxuriant  fancy  of  the  dreflfes,  the  blaze  of  the  dia-» 
monds,  and   the   magniBcence  of  the  ^artments, 
dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  fpeflators,  r^V "prevented 
them  from  fixing  their  attention  to  particulars.  The 
Dauphinefs  was  the  perfon  who  attracted  the  moft 
earned  notice  of  every  one,  on  whom  all  eyes  were 
fixed,  and,  when  withdrawn  through  refpeft,  were 
incelTantly  returning.     The  following  is  the  pifiure 
that  was  given  of  her  at  the  time  :-r-"  The  Prin- 
cefs,  who  is  tall  for  her  age,  is  thin,  without  be* 
ing  meagre,  and  as  a  young  perfon  fhould  be, 
**  who  is  not  thoroughly  formed.    She  is  very  well 
<*  made,  and   her  limbs  well  proportioned.    Her 
"  hair  is  of  a  beautiful  light  colour,  which  it  ii 
thought  will,  in  time,  be  turned  to  a  bright  chef-r 
nut,  and  is  extremely  well  fet.     Majeily  already 
'*  appears  in  her  countenance  j  the  form  of  her  face 
"  is  a  fine  oval,  but  rather  long  ;  her  eyebrows  are 
"as  full  as  any  fair  perfon's  can  be  j  her  eyes  are 
"  blue,  without  being  infipid,  and  are  very  lively,  and 
«*  full  of  wit;  her  nofe  is  aquiline,  a  little  Iharpened 
f*  at  the  end.    The  Dauphinefs  has  a  fmall  mouth, 
**  although   her  lips   are    rather    thick,  efpecially 
'*  the  under  one,  which  is  known  to  be  the  Aujirian 
lip  I  her  complexion  is  dazzling,  and  her  natural 
colour  might  difpenfc  her  from  having  recourle  to 
rouge;  her  deportment  is  that  of  an  ArcMut- 
**  chefs,  but  her  dignity  is  tempered  by  the  fweet- 
^<  nefs  of  her  difpofltion  -,  and  it  is  di^cuJjtXQ  behold 
i'-^  "this 
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**  this  Princefs,  without  being  penetrated  with  re- 
^*  fpeft,  blended  with  fcnfibility." 

The  bal  pari^  the  mod  tedious  part  of  the  fcftivals, 
becaufe  every  thing  was  done  there  by  etiquette,  oc- 
cafioned  a  good  deal  of  confuHon.  The  King  had 
prcvioufly  fixed  the  ceremonial  of  it.  He  had  agreed, 
in  conformity  to  the  folicitations  of  the  Ambaffador 
of  the  Emperor  and  tlic  Emprcfs  Qiicen,  that  he 
would  beftow  fome  mark  of  diHindion  upon  Made- 
moifclle  de  Lorraine,  who  had  the  honour  to  belong  to 
their  auguft  houfe;  accordingly,  he  was  to  name  her  to 
dance  before  all  the  Dutchefles,  immediately  after  the 
Princefles  of  the  blood,  and  the  Prince  of  Lambefc 
immediately  after  the  Princes.  This  became  a  fe- 
rious  affair;  the  Dukes  and  Peers  aiTcmbkd  at  the 
houfe  of  M.  de  Broglio,  Bifliop  and  Count  dc 
Noyon,  as  being  the  oldeft  Peer  at  that  time  in  Par 
ris  j  and,  notwithftanding  the  abhorrence  the  Church 
has  for  dancing,  a  memorial  was  difcuflcd,  drawn 
up,  and  read  there,  which  the  Prelate  was  commif- 
fioned  to  prefent  to  the  King.  In  order  to  make  it 
more  folemn,  the  concurrence  of  the  higlier  Nobi* 
lity  was  required  on  this  occafion,  and  a  great 
number  of  them  figned  the  memorial.  The  King, 
as.uAjal,  very  much  embarraffcd,  eluded  a  decifion, 
and  faid,  that  dancing  at  the  ball  could  not  be  of  any 
confcquence,  as  the  choice  of  the  men  and  womcfi 
dancers  depended  only  upon  his  will  *.     He  called 

upon 

;^  *  Thefe  expreffions  are  taken  from  the  fmgular  letter  «/* /<6# 
J^ing  to  the  Dmkes,  which  is  here  inferted  entire.  It  is  dat^ed 
17  May,  1770. 

*•  The  Ambaflador  of  the  Emperor,  and  of  the  Fmprefs 
*t  QS^cn,  in  an  audience  that  he  has  had  of  me,  has  detpanded 
-?;,  .  "  on 


191 

1770. 


i 


\  ' 


THE    PRIVATE    LIFE 

upon  their  fidelity,  attachment,  fubmiflion,  anc^ 
fricndfliip.  Tliis  anfwcr,  unworthy  of  a  great  Mo- 
narch, only  gave  frcfh  caufc  of  ridicule,  and  no  one 
aflifted  at  the  ceremony,  except  thofe  whofc  jircfcncc 
could  not  be  difpenfed  with. 

There  would  be  no  end  to  it,  were  we  to  enumer 
rate  all  the  feftivals,  fpe^acles,  and  rejoicings,  which 
fucceeded  each  other  during  a  month  and  upwards. 
But  it  is  impofTible  to  pafs  over  in  filence  the  dread- 
ful catallrophe  of  the  30th  of  May,  of  that  difaf- 
trous  night,  when,  in  the  midft  o(  a  tumultuous  joy, 
more  people  periihed  than  are  often  deftroyed  in 
the  mod  bloody  engagement !  It  was  the  day  on 
which  the  city  had  caufed  fireworks  to  be  played  off. 
The  fpot  was  exceedingly  well  chofcn,  round  the 
ftatue  of  Lewis  XV.  ifi  that  vaft  circumference. 
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on  the  part  of  hit  mafter  (and  I  am  obliged  to  credit  ail  h< 
fays)  that  I  would  (hew  fome  mark  of  diftinftion  to  Mademoi- 
felle  de  Lorraine^  on  the  prefcnt  occafion  of  the  marriage  of 
my  grandfon  with  the  Archdutchefs  Antoinetta.  Dancing 
at  the  ball  being  the  only  thing  from  which  no  inferences  can 
be  drawn,  fince  the  choice  of  the  men  and  worsen  dancers  de. 
pends  only  upon  t^y  will,  without  apy  diftinflion  of  places^ 
rank,  or  dignities,  excepting  the  Princes  and  Prioceflfes  of  the 
blood— who  cannot  be  compared  nor  put  upon  a  footing  with 
any  other  French  perfon— and  not  bring  willing  to  make  in- 
novations with  regard  to  what  is  praftifed  at  my  Court— I 
reckon  that  the  Great,  and  the  Nobility  of  my  kingdom,  ia 
virtue  of  the  fidelity,  fubmilHon,  attachment,  and  even  friend* 
(hip,  they  have  always  (hewn  to  me,  and  to  my  predecc(rors, 
will  never  encourage  any  thing  that  can  difp'cate  mc,  efpe- 
cially  upon  this  occafion,  when  1  am  defirous  of  (hewing  my 
gratitude  to  the  Emprefs  Queen  for  the  prefent  (he  makes 
me,  which  I  hope,  as  well  as  you,  will  infure  the  happinefs  o^ 
the  remainder  of  my  days. 

*'  Saint  Flo»bn,tin." 
**  J  true  Ccpy.** 

-*  which 
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which  rerembles  more  a  plain  than  a  fqiiarc.  An 
illuTnination  upon  the  Boulevards  was  to  fuccccd  the 
fireworks,  which  determined  the  crowd  to  go  by  a 
wide  ftrcet  leading  to  the  ramparts.  It  was,  how- 
ever, in  that  flreet  that  there  happened  an  unparal- 
leled inftance  of  carnage.  Three  circumftances  con- 
curred to  augment  it.  id.  A  plot  formed  by  the 
thieves  to  occafion  a  ftoppagc,  a  crowd,  a  confidcr- 
^  able  tumult,  that,  in  the  midfl:  of  the  confufion,  they 
might  carry  on  their  defigns  the  better,  and  rob 
wiih  impunity.  Several  of  the  bodies  of  thefe  vil- 
I'.ins,  which  were  known,  atteftcd  their  crime, 
2d.  The  negleft  of  the  architedt  of  the  town,  in  not 
making  the  ground  even,  over  which  about  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  fpedlators  were  to  pafs — in  not  filling 
up  the  ditches  that  were  in  the  way — -and  in  not  re- 
moving all  the  obflacles  which  could  confine  or  prefs 
the  multitude.  3dly.  The  infuificiency  of  the 
guard,  and  the  parfimony  of  the  town-hall,  which 
would  not  allow  a  gratuity  of  a  thoufand  crowns  * 
to  the  regiment  of  French  guards,  ^  was  required  ' 
by  the  Marflial  Duke  de  Biron,  that  they  might  at- 
tend that  day,  and  compenfate  for  the  weaknefs  and 
unfitnefs  of  the  city  guard. 

However  this  may  be,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
dead  bodies,  which  remained  on  the  fpot*  were  im** 
mediately  carried  off,  and  depofited  in  the  church- 
yard of  the  pariih  de  la  Madelaine  de  la  Villc  TE- 
veque,  to  be  owned;  a  folemn  fervice  was  aftcr-^,, 
wards  perfornied  for  them,  by  order  of  the  JLiVi^-  >- 
tenfttt'criminetj    ilTued   at    the    requifition    of   the    ^ 
King*s  Attorney.    To  this  humber  of  dead  perfon9> 

*  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  poondt. 
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if  we  add  the  wounded,  the  maimed^  and  the  fufFo- 
cated,  conveyed  into  neighbouring  houfcs,  or^to 
hofpitals,  and  who  died  in  a  fhort  time  after ;  and 
all  thofe  who,  thinking  thcmfclves  fafe,  but  being 
afterwards  feized  with  a  fpittlng  of  blood,  in  the 
courfe  of  fix  weeks  fell  the  vidims  of  their  cu- 
riofity — it  was  computed  that  the  lofs  might  amount 
to  eleven  or  twelve  hundred.  The  circumftance 
that  excited  general  indignation  was,  three  days 
after  this  difafter,  to  fee  M.  Bignon,  the  Provoft  of 
the  Merchants,  who  was  looked  upon  as  the  princi- 
pal author  of  it,  appearing  publicly  in  his  box  at  the 
opera. 

The  Dauphin,  on  the  contrary,  was  exceffively  af- 
fiided  at  having  been  the  indirect  caufe  of  this  mis- 
fortune.    He  fen t  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Police  two 
thoufand  crowns  *,  the  only  money  he  could  difpole 
of,  to  aflift  the  moft  unfortunate  of  them.     TIic 
Dauphinefs,  the  Princes  and  Princeffes  of  the  blood, 
fallowed  his  ejcample.     Several   fbcieties  did  the 
fame.    The  Parliament,  one  of  the  Members  of 
which  had  narrowly  efcaped  being  among  the  num- 
ber of  the  dcad>  wifhed  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
hd:,  and  find  out  the  caufes  of  it.    An  inllance  was 
quoted  of  the  fame  kind>  although  infinitely  le/s 
ferious,  which  had  happened  under  the  reign  of 
LewisXII.  in  which  the  Provoft  and  the  two  principal 
Sheriffs  had  been  fined,  for  having  neglefted  to  at-  . 
tend  to  a  bridge  cfeat  had  given  way,  and  caufe^thc,^ 
death  of  four  or  five  citizens.    This  was  lufficient 
to  alarm  M.  Bignon  j  but  the  Solicitbr-General  Se- 
guir,  in  th«  account  he  gave  of  the  affair,  cxcul- 
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pated  him  j  he  attributed  the  whole  to  fatality  :  and 
the  Magiftrares  being  befides  taken  up  with  other 
objefls,  which  affeded  them  more,  he  efcaped  with 
the  fright  only,  and  with  a  regulation  to  reftrain  th« 
jurifdidlion  of  the  city  upon  fimilar  occafions. 

When  this  melancholy  affair  had  been  quite  ex- 
hauftcd,  when  people  were  tired  of  talking  of  it,  and 
when  all  kinds  of  maledidions  had  been  beftowed 
on  the  Provoft  of  Merchants,  more  agreeable  ob^ 
je<5ls  were  refumed.     The  Dauphinefs  was  the  ge- 
neral topic  of  converfationj  every  one  applauded  her 
lively  and  engaging  manners,  and  the  freedom  with 
which  Ihe  got  away  from  the  multitude  that  fur-_ 
rounded  her.     She  did  nothing,  however,  without 
the  King's  confent..    She  ufed  to  call  the  Ctiunpefs 
de  Noailles,  her  Lady  of  the  Bed-chambef,  Madami 
Etiquette.     This  lady  was  very  grave  and  aufterej 
and  was  continually  reprefenting  to  the  Princefs  that 
Ihe  derogated  from  the  cuftcms  of  her  rank }  but 
the  Dauphinefs  did  not  the  lefs  follow  her  awn  in- 
clinations, efpecially  in  matters  which  fuited  the 
chearfulnefs  of  her  difpofition,  and  her  health.    Sh6, 
walked  alone,  without  a  Gentlcman-ufhcr}  ih«l  went 
out   when,  and  in  what  manner  Ihe  plcafcd  j  iht 
walked  on  foot  i  and  in  this  way  ihe  formed  her  na- 
tural powers,  and  improved  the  ftrength  (he  acquired 
by  age.     She  invited  to  dinner  and  flipper,  when- 
ever it  occurred  to  her>  her  brothers,  her  fifters,  her 
aunts,  and  went  to  eat  along  with  them  with  the'^ 
fame  freedom :  in  a  word,  (he  introduced,  aS  much 
as  (he  dould)  the  intimatfe  familiarity  in  which  the 
Court    of   Vienna  live   among    themfelvfcs,    who, 
though  very  jealous  of  their  ceremonials  in  public, 
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1770.     pafs  their  lives   in   the  utmofl:  eafe  and  gopd-hir-' 
"  mour  within. 

This  mode  of  living,  ib  analogoirs  to  the  real 
difpofition  of  Lewis  XV.  would  have  been  infinitely 
iuitable  to  him  in  thofe  happy  times,  when  he  pof- 
felTed  the  fame  innocence  as  his  daughter-in-law. 
But  at  a  certain  time  of  life,  reformation  takes 
place  no  more.  Befides>  it  was  the  intereft  of  the 
Minifters,  of  the  favourites*  and  of  his  miftrefs,  that 
'  lie  fhould  not  give  himlelf  up  too  much  to  his  fa- 

mily; and  if  his  friendfhip  and  his  kindnels'  for  the 
Datiphinefs  did  not  pennit' him  to  Yeftrain  her  as 
.  liiuch  as  they  could  hive  wtfhed^  th^ey  at  leaft  fuc- 
,  ceeded  in  keeping  him  froin  her>  inftead  of  drawing 
lijm  nearer  to  het,  to  which  the  eafy 'manners  fhe 
Had  adopted  with  his  Ma^efty  would  neceflGarily 
have  contributed. ' 

After  all  the  fpeftaclcs  with  which  French  gallan- 
.  try  had  amufed  the  Dauphineis,  the  King  gave  her 
errie  of  a  more  m^eftic  nature,  which  is  only  feen  ire 
that  kingdom,  icnd  the  awful  view  of  which  might 
Iravie  mfpired  the  Princcfs  with  an  idea  of  the  gran- 
deur of  the  throne  on  which  fhe  v/as  one  day  to  be 
fcated,  if  it  had  not  been  at  the  fame  time  accom- 
panied with  the  confternation  of  all  the  perfbns  who 
compofed  it.  We  mean  the  Bed  of  Juftice  of  the 
zyth  June.  In  it's  origin,  and  according  to  it's  true 
nature,  a  Bed  of  Juftice  is  a  formal  fitting  of  the 
King  in  Parliament,  in  order  to  deliberate  on  the 
moft  important  affairs  of  the  State.  It  is  the  conti> 
nuation  of  thofe  antient  general  aflemblies,  which 
were  formerly  holden,  and  were  known  under  the 
name  of  Champ  de  Mars,  or  de  Mait  and  which  were 

afterwards 
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afrerwarcls  called  Placitcs  Gencraux,  Cours  PlemereSj 
Plein  Parkmentj  Grand  Confdl. 

The  Kings  were  at  that  tii-ne  feated  upon  a  throne 
of  gold.  Since  thefc  affetTiblies  have  been  made  in 
the  interior  of  a  Court  of  Judicature,  a  canopy  and 
cufliions  have  been  fubftitutcd  to  the  throne.  From 
hence  is  derived  the  appellation  of  Bed  of  Juftice ; 
becaufe,  in  the  an tient  language,  a  feat  covered  with 
a  canopy  was  called  a  bed.  Five  cufhions  form 
the  feat  of  this  bed.  The  Monarch  is  feated  upon 
one,  another  is  at  his  back,  two  ferve  him  for  arms, 
and  fupport  the  elbows  of  his  Majeflry,  the  fiftli 
is  under  his  feet.  Charles  V.  renewed  the  orna- 
ment }  Lewis  XIL  afterwards  made  a  new  one, 
which  ftill  fubfifted  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  XV.  who 
has  made  fuch  frequent  ufe  of  it,  that  it  would 
not  be  furpri2;ing  if  a  new  one  fliould  be  wanted 
at  this  time.        • 

The  Kings  collec9:ed  in  thefe  general  afTemblies  all 
thofe  who  had  a  right  of  voting,  the  Princes,  the 
Peers,  the  Barons,  the  Senators,  or  people  belong- 
ing to  the  Law.  The  Sovereign  caufcd  to  be  »pro- 
pofed,  and  often  propofed  himfelf,  the  fubjeft  of 
deliberation.  This  afiembly  was  really  a  ferioua 
one;  every  man  gave  his  opinion  loud,  that  the 
King  might  hear  and  confider  it.  At  prefent, 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  Chanc<illor  who  goes 
round  to  coUeft  the  votes  from  the  feveral  ranks. 
Every  one  fpeaks  low,  or  is  filent.  The  Prince 
hears  nothing  of  this  dumb  fcene,  in  which,  by  a 
llrange  perverfion  of  the  nature  of  things,  he  is  un- 
able ;o  receive  any  information,  and  perfifts  in  a 
refolution  taken  j  while  the  real  defign  of  the  meet- 
ing— which,  in  it's  inftitution,  was  to  enlighten  him, 
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1770.    and  either  to  confirm  him  in  his  refolution,  or  to 
'      ~~~   difluade  him  from   it,   according,  to  the  good  or 
evil  which  might  appear  to  refult  from  it — has  not 
been  in  the  leajt  fulfilled. 

In  the  primitive  form  of  Beds  of  Juftice,  thofe 
aflemblies  could  not  be  too  much  wifhed  for;  the 
refult  of  which  was  information  and  knowledge  to 
the  Sovereign,  infinite  good  to  the  people,  and  inefti- 
mable  advantages  to  the  whole  kingdom.  The 
public  grievances  were  expofed,  impofitions  were 
deteded,  and  truth  was  hcar'd,  and  Ihonc  in  all  it's 
brightnefs  *. 

^   A  Bed  of  Juflice  at  prefent  is  but  the  (hadow  of 
'  the  former;  the  King  only  repeats  there  what  he 

has  decided  in  his  Council,  Every  thing  palTes 
without  a  previous  examination,  without  any  real 
deliberation.  It  is  an  act  of  abfolute  power,  which 
commonly  takes  place  only  to  confirm  laws  rejefted 
by  the  Courts,  and  confequently  laws  that  are  bad 
and  oppreflive :  it  is  a  day  of  mourning  to  thie  na- 
tion. 

Such  was  the  one  at  which  the  Dauphinefs  £^Q[i(t?d 
in  a  Turret.  It  was  holden  with  the  ufual  ceremo-. 
r.ials  at  Verfailles.  The  Chancellor,  having  received 
his  orders  from  the  King,  pronounced  a  difcourfe, 
the  fummary  of  which  was,  that  his  Majcfty  had, 
■'■  in  the  firft  inftance,  refufed  to  admit  the  petition  for 

a  demand  of  juftification  before  the  Court  of  Peers, 
which  had  been  prefented  to  him  by  the  Duke 
d'Aiguillon  in  the  month  of  January  1769,  per- 
fiiling  in  his  intention  of  extinguifhing  the  troubles 

*  We  may  confnlt  upon  this  fubjefl*  a  Lftftr  ufm  tb§  Btds  of 
Jujiicf,  dated  the  28th  Augull  I7s6,t 
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of  Britany,  iand  of  fufFering  nothing  which  might 
renew  them  :  that  afterwards  his  Majefty,  having  fcen 
that  the  aforefaid  Commandant  of  Britany  found  him- 
felf  accufed  by  informations  made  in  that  province, 
and  being  willing  himfelf  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
nature  of  thofe  accufations,  had  iflued  letters  patent 
for  the  inquiry  :  that  the  aicccfs  to  the  throne  had 
been  open,  the  formalities  obferved,  the  witnefles 
hear*d,  and  every  circumftance  attended  to ;  but 
that  his  Majefty  had  found,  with  indignation,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  proceedings,  ift.  That  the  liberty  was 
taken  to  enter  into  the  examination  and  difcuHlon  of 
orders  iflued  from  the  throne,  which  being  ever  con- 
ncdted  with  adminiftration,  ought  to  remain  among 
the  fecrets  of  the  Miniftry  ;  that  boldnefs  had  been 
carried  fo  far  as  to  annex  decrees  of  Council  to  the 
depofitions,  adly.  That  in  all  this  affair,  a  revolt- 
ing animofity,  and  a  pointed  partiality  were  preva- 
lent ;  that  the  more  it  was  fcarched  into,  the  more 
there  was  found  in  it  a  myfterious  train  of  enormi- 
ties and  iniquities,  from  which  his  MajeRy  wifhed 
to  turn  away  his  eyes ;  that  confequently  it  was  his 
pleafure  to  hear  nothing  more  of  this  procefs,  to 
put  a  ftop,  by  the  fullnefs  of  his  authority,  to  all 
further  proceedings,  and  to  in[tpore  an  abfolute 
filence  upon  all  parties,  with  refpefl  to  reciprocal 
accufations. 

This  difcourfe  was  followed  by  the  regiftering  of 
new  letters  paitent,  which  annulled  every  thing  that 
had  hitherto  been  done,  as  much  again^  the  Duke 
d'Aiguillon  as  ^gainft  MefTrs.  de  Chalotais  and  de 
Caradeux,  and  which  ordered,  that  every  aft  con- 
cerning this  affair  ihould  be  confidered  as  if  it  had 
never  happened,  forbad  any  pcrfon  to  acknowledge  it^ 
'^  O  4  and 
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1770.    and  impofed  upoo  all  refpeftively  the  moft  abfolutc 
~~~'  filence. 

Our  readers,  whofe  indignation  muft  already  be 
excited  by  the  recital  of  this  i\^y  will  dilpenfe  us 
from  making  any  refleftion  upon  the  humiliating 
ftep  the  Monarch  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  take 
in  this  affair,  which,  for  the  third  time,  ended  in  the 
..      fame  manner.     It  feemed  as  if  he  had  been  induced 
to  give  the  greateft  eclat  to  this  aflembly,   merely 
that  it  fhould  more  abfolutely  become   the  fubjedl 
of  the  derifion  of  France,  and  of  all  Europe.     He 
was,   perhaps,   the  only  perfon  in  his  kingdom  who 
was  not  alhamed  of  it.     That  very  evening,   he  ap* 
pointed  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  to  be  of  the  party  of 
Marly,  and  admitted  him  to  the  honour  of  fupping 
with  him. 

The  Parliament  returned  from  the  Bedof  Juftlce, 
tranfported  with  rage.     Having  already  forefeen  the 
ftroke  of  authority  which  might  proceed  from  that 
irregular  fitting,  they  had  pafled  a  refolution,  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  Princes  and  Peers,  in  which  they  de- 
clared, tnat  they  would  never  confider  arty  accufed 
perfon  asjuftified,  who  Ihould  be  fo  in  a  Bed  of 
Jufticc,  and   namely  the  Duke   d'Aiguillon.      To 
prevent  the  confequences  of  this  refolution,  the  King, 
in  quitting  the  Aflembly,^  intimated  to  the  Princes 
and  Peers  who  recondufled  him,  according  to  eti- 
quette, prohibitions  to  go  the  next  day  to  the  Palaisy 
as  well  as  to  take  any  part  in  the  deliberations  be- 
gun, concerning  the  former  Commandant  of  Britany ; 
and  ordered  them,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  prefent  in 
the  Courts,  on  account  of  fome  other  bufinefs,  when 
the  affair  of  Britany  was  meant  to  be  difcuffed,  to 
withdraw  immediately, 
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The  Chancellor, .  ever  crafty,  flattered  himfelf, 
.that  he  fhould  delude  the  Parliament  by  this  turn  j 
but  the  latter  did  not  lofe  fight  of  their  principal 
objed,  and  iflued  a  decree  for  ever  memorable, 
wherein  declaring  that  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  being 
fcrioufly  inculpated,    and  tainted   with   fufpicions, 
and  even  with  fads,  which  blemiflied  his  honour, 
they  fufpended  that  Peer  from  the  funftions  of 
Peerage,  till  fuch  time  as  by  a  folcmn  fentence  paflTed 
in  the  Court  of  Peers,  according  to  all  the  forms  and 
ceremonials  prefcribed  by  the  laws,  and  the  ordon- 
nances  of  the  kingdom,    to  which  nothing  could 
be  fubftituted,   he   fhould  have  juftified    himfelf 
fully,  &c. 

Commiflloners  from  Parliament  immediately  re- 
paired, by  order  of  the  Court,  to  the  printer,  to  have 
the  minute  printed  under  their  own  infpeftion  j  ten 
thoufand  copies  were  taken  of  it :  it  was  immediately 
notified  to  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  who  happened  to 
be  at  home ;  and  the  Chambers  did  not  feparate  till 
after  they  had  received  intelligence  that  the  decree 
was  completely  executed. 

M.  de  Maupeou,  duped  in  his  turn  by  this  ftep, 
which  he  did  not  expedt,  experienced  the  fame  dif- 
fatisfaftion  as  the  Parliament  had  received  from 
him  i  and  when  thft  decree  was  prefented  to  him, 
he  tore  it  in  a  rage.  It  was  neceflary  again  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  King,  and  to  fufFer  the  reproaches 
of  his  Majefty.  The  decree  was  to  be  cancelled, 
and  that  immediately ;  the  confequences  it  would 
not  fail  of  producing,  were  inflantly  to  be  put  a 
ftop  to  J  the  ferment  was  to  be  prevented,  which  it 
would  excite  in  the  other  Courts,  efpecially  at 
j^enpes,  and  among  the  States  of  Brit^ny,  which 
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1770.  were  to  be  opened  that  year.  This  produced  a 
multitude  of  commotions,  a  hundred  remonftrances, 
inftead  of  one,  were  going  to  appear,  perhaps  fuf- 
penfions  from  fervice,  cefTations,  and  difmifllons. 
Had  the  Chancellor  been  the  only  perfon  to  direft 
the  Sovereign,  all  thefe  things  would  not  have  alarm- 
ed him :  he  knew  his  corps ;  he  had  calculated  the 
nature  of  the  refiftance  which  each  member  might 
oppofe,  and  he  knew  in  what  manner  to  manage 
fome  of  them,  to  intimidate  others,  and  thus  to 
^  fubdue  them  all  in  time,  and  in  detail  j'^but  his  in- 
fluence was  counterbalanced  by  the  afcendant  which 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul  ftill  prefcrved  over  the  mind 
ofhisMajefly.  That  Minifter  hadunmafked  him; 
there  were  no  hopes  of  regaining  his  confidence, 
and  the  Chancellor  knew,  oh  the  contrary,  that' the 
Duke  intrigued  underhand  to  excite  and  fupport  the 
Parliament  in  their  enterprises.  Revehge,  that 
pafllon  fo  adive  in  the  minds  of  feme  men,  induced 
him  to  entertain  hopes  of  overcoming  the  difficul- 
ties, of  furmounting  the  obftacles,  and  overthrow- 
ing even  his  benefaftor,  to  whom  he  owed  his  ele- 
vation :  an  Extremity  to  which  the  Duke  compelled 
him,  (ince  he  was  become  his  enemy.  For  this 
purpofe  it  was  neceflfary  to  form  a  more  ftrift  con- 
nexion with  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  the  favourite  of 
the  favourite. 

The  very  next  day  after  the  paffing  Of  the  decree, 

9  July.  diis.  Chief  of  the  Law  caufed  thelting  in  his  Cotin- 
cil  to  iffue  one,  which  cancelled  it,  and  enjoined  the 
accufed  to  continue  his  fun6tions  as  Pe^r  of  Frante. 
He  had  it  fignified  to  tht  Parliamient,  in  anunufual 
and  contemptuous  manner.    This  gave  occjifiOn  to 
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freHi  remonfiranccs,  and  not  without  great  reafon ; 
for,  independent  of  all  the  violations  oif  forms,,  what 
could  be  more  abfurd,  than,  in  a  matter  which  in- 
cluded crimes  of  fo  heavy  a  nature,  the  troubles 
of  a  great  province,  a  matter  that  had  lafted  feveral 
years,  had  given  ri(e  to  fuch  monftrous  proceedings, 
and  had  exppfed  the  liberties  of  fucJi  an  infinite 
number  pf  citizens,  to  find  the  accufed  and  the 
accufcrs  altern^cely  innQCent ;  and,  after  the  Attornies 
General  had  been  acknowledged  innocent,  to  declare 
the  Commandant  who  had  accufed  them  the  fame  ?— 
What  could  be  more  contradiftory,  than,  after 
having  folcmnly  agreed  to  the  neceflity  of  clearing 
the  Peerage  from  the  crimes  of  fi.  Peer,  or  the 
Peer  from  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge  *— after 
having  made  the  King  fay,  that  he  would  allow 
an  entire  freedom  of  opinion,  and  that  the  guilty, 
if  there  were  any,  fhould  be  punifhed  with  the 
greatefl  feverity— to  make  him  afterwards  pro- 
nounce, inconfiderately,  that  there  were  none  ?— • 
What  could  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  pretend  that 
this  was  only  done  to  appeafe,  ..and  to  bury  in  per<» 
petual  oblivion  the  dilTenfions,  when,  after  having 
in  vain  attempted  this  mode  feveral  times,  it  was 
on  the  contrary  experienced,  that  it  wai  the  true 
method  of  reviving,  increafing,  and  perpetuating 
them. 

The  manner  in  which  M.  de  la  Chalotais  be- 
haved on  a  fimilar  occafiqn,  and  the  conduct  oC 
the  Duke  d*Aiguillon  upon  this,  are  of  themfelves 
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1770.    fufficicnt  to  decide  which  was  the  real  culprit.    The 
*■"  latter,   far  from   complaining,   as   the  fgrmer  had 

done,  that  by  fo  defpotic  an  adb  his  innocence  was 
prevented  from  appearing: — far  from  infilling  with 
the  King,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  permit  him 
to  juftify  himfclf  juridically,  and  leave  juftice  tb 
it's  free  courfc — was  fo  imprudent  as  to  manifeH;  his 
joy  publicly,  and,  on  the  very  evening  of  the  can- 
celling of  the  decree,  to  give  a  fplendid  fupper  to 
his  partizans  and  his  creatures.  The  Duke  de 
Briffac  thought  othcrwife  of  this  matter.  That 
Nobleman,  of  a  romantic  turn — whofe  cxpreflions 
always  bore  the  ftamp  of  his  lively,  original,  and 
,.  piAurcfquc   imagination— exclaimed  with   energy  j 

ihaf  the  accufed  had  faved  his  head,  hut  that  his  neck 
had  been  twifted. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  remonftrances  of  the  Par- 
liament were  carried  to  the  King,  and  a  fentence 
infcrted  in  them,  which  was  purpofely  directed 
againft  the  Chancellor,  when,  fpeaking  of  the  laft 
letters  patent,  it  was  faid.  Is  this  ignorance,  or  is  it 
knavery,  in  tbeperfon  who  drew  them  up  ?  completed 
his  hatred  againft  them.  He.  fwore,  that  the  authors 
of  thefe  words  fliould  blot  them  out  with  their 
tears  j  and  from  that  moment  he  wanted  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  iffue  four  letters  de  Cachet  againft  them ; 
but  the  King  did  not  immediately  give  way  to  his 
fuggeftion,  from  the  fear  of  exciting  a  ferment,  he 
;,  ftill  entertained  hopes  of  quelling  J  hopes  which  he 
foon  after  loft.  Not  only  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
perfifted  in  employing  themfelvcs  upon  the  confe- 
qucnces  of  the  affair,  but  feveral  of  thofc  in  the 
provinces  alfo  entered  into  refolutions  againft  the 
Puke  d'Aiguillon.    The  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux, 

particularly^ 
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particularly,  fignalizcd  itfelf  by  a  refolution  which 
procured  to  the  young  Magiftrate,  ^ho  was  the 
author  *  of  it,  captivity  and  fame.  Two  Magi- 
Urates  f  of  the  Parliament  of  Rennes,  more  interefted 
than  any  other,  in  not  acquicfcing  in  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  the  Sovereign,  were  arrefted  at  Compiegnc, 
as  they  came  out  from  an  audience  with  his  Ma- 
jefty.  The  Monarch,  knowing  no  longer  how  to 
extricate  himfelf  from  the  labyrinth  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  tired  of  wandering  at  a  venture,  and 
of  falling  from  one  fnare  into  another,  relblved  to. 
repofe  an  abfolute  confidence  in  the  Chancellor, 
and  to  try  whether,  by  refigning  his  authority  to 
him,  he  would  difengagc  him  with  honour.  He 
became  a  mere  fpetlator,  with  a  firm  refolution  of 
cxpofing  him,  as  his  Courtiers  would,  to  ridicule, 
if  he  did  not  keep  his  word,  or  failed  in  his  at- 
tempt; this  his  good  fen fe  made  him  judge  would 
be  the  event;  notwichftanding  which,  he  put  his 
deftiny  into  his  hands.  This  was  what  M.  de  Mau-i 
peou  wanted  ;  not  that  he  had  any  fixed  plan,  but 
he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  mankind  not  to 
calculate  how  far  they  might  be  led  by  the  fear  of 
puniihments  or  the  allurement  of  rewards. 

He  began  by  a  ftroke  of  authority,  worthy  of 
himfelf,  and  of  all  the  preceding  meafures.  He 
brought  the  King  to  the  Parliament  by  furprize, 
and  when  they  had  fcarce  time  to  aflfemble.  He 
caufed  all  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  concern- 

*  M.  Diipaty,  Solicitor-General  of  that  Court.  The  cJtcom*. 
ftance  that  rendered  the  accufation  againft  him  more  ferious  was, 
that,  being  the  King's  fervant,  he  was  difpenfed  from  interfer* 
ingin  the  refolution,  far  from  fuggefting  it.  ' 

t  MeiTrs.  de  la  Noue  and  de  Laiac. 

ing 
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1770.  _ingtheD  '  •  d'Aiguillon,  to  be  taken  away  from 
'  '   the  office.     He  gave   intimations  by   his  Majcfty, 

to  prohibit  any  deliberation,  and  even  any  dif- 
cufTion  of  that  affair.  He,  in  fome  meafure,  turn- 
ed out  from  the  grand  chamber  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Courts  of  Inquefls  and  Requefts,  who  re- 
ctived  orders  from  his  Majefty  to  withdraw,  and 
to  repair  to  their  rcfpedlive  chambers;  and,  by  fc- 
vcrallittle  fubtleties  of  form,  he  prolonged  matters 
to  the  time  of  the  vacations,  and  thus  acquired 
leifurc  to  meditate  other  enitrprizes  of  a  more  de- 
cifivc  nature. 

M.  de  Maifp^cJtl '  was"  perfeftly  aware   that   he, 
flibu Id-  never  fucceed,  if  he  did  not  get  rid  of  the 

•r'  Minifter  who  flood  in  his  way.     This  he  was  con- 

ftantly  aiming  at,  in  concert  with  the  Duke  d*AI- 
guU Ion,  who  was  not  lefs  intere(lcd  in  it,  and  the 
Countefs  Dubarri,  whofe  deteftation  of  the  Duke  dc 
Choifeul  Hill  increafed,  and  who  eould  not  forgive 
his  contempt  of  her.  The  Lady,  more  open  than 
the  other  two,  did  not  conceal  her  antipathy}  and 
the  circumftancc  which  rendered  her  more  dan- 
gerous, was,  that  (he  gave  a  childifh  and  playful 
turn  to  it,  very  pleafing  to  Lewis  XV.  Shefomc- 
times  took  an  orange  in  each  hand,  and,  toiling 
them  altcrnattl^f  in  the  air,  cried  out:  Up  with  you 
Choifeul  i  up  wiih  you'PraJlin, — Another  time,  hav- 
ing difmifled  a  cook,  who  rcfcmbled  the  Dukfr/ 
her  enemy,  fhefaid  to  the  King  t  /5&<?t^^/Kf»fiejr 
fny  Choifeul  to-day  ^  when  will  you  get  rid  ofydufs  ? 

Ic  will  fcarce  be  credited,  that  the  perfon  who 
contributedmoft  to  thac  event  was  thcDutchefs 
pf  Grammont,  hhfifter.  One  would  have  fatd, 
that,  not  fatisfied  with  having  been  the  firft  caufe 

of 


,/• 


OF     LEWIS     XV.  207 

of   his  difcrcdir,    (he  could    have   no   peace   till     1770. 
(he  had  efFc(5tcd  his  total  rxpulUoa  from  Court  j  fo  ' 

aukwardly  did  (he  aarnnpt  to  avenge  hcrfelf,  and 
to  fupplant  her  rival.     Indead  of  remaining  (leadil/ 
at  Verfailles,  and  of  fecretly  undennining  her  ene- 
njies,  according  to  the  manner  of  Courtiers,   (he 
could  not  (lifk  her  rage,  but  bani(hed  herfelf,  un« 
der  pretence  of  travelling.    She  went  to  the  waters, 
and|  having  pa(red  through  feveral  Parliament  towns, 
fur|ii(bed  rnauer  for  a  ferious   accufation    of  an 
odious  kjnd,  more  proper  than  any  other  to  irritato 
the  King.    He  was  given  to  undcrftand,  that  (he. 
h^^  had  conferences  with  them,  and  had  excited- 
them  to  rcfi(t,  by  afTuring  them  of  the  protc^ion 
of  her  brother.    This  accufation  produced  fuch  an^ 
e.Se6b  on  the  mind  of  his  Majefty,  that  from  that; 
monient  he  vifibly  grew  cool  to  his  Mini(l;er ;  he 
no  longer  honoured  him  with  a  (ingle  word  of  con- 
verfation,  although  he  continued  to  tranfad):  bud- 
ne(s  with  him,  and  to  admit  him  to  his  fuppers. 

Lewis  XV.  had  it  much  at  heart  to  be  delivered  * 

from  the  broils  of  his  Parliaments  }  but  perhaps  he 
would  never  have  taken  violent  meafurcs  againft  the 
puke  de  Choifeul,  if  to  this  grievance  another  had  *  • 
not  been  added,  that  of  endeavouring  to  kindle  a 
war  with  the   Engli(h,  as  the  means    of  making  •   ' 
himfelf  neceflfary,  and  of  regaining   all  his  influ- ■ 
ence.     This  accufation,  though  probable,  adapted" 
to  the  charader  of  the  Miniftcr,   and  fuggefted  by^ 
circum(iances,  was,  however,  difficult  to  be  proved^*"*  - 
an(^  the  King  (till  hclitat^d.    In  vain  his  charming^ 
miftrefs— at  a  time  when  the  Prince,  inflamed  with^ 
love,  and  heated  with  wine,  which  (he  poured  out  for- 

him 
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I  jyo.     him,  rcfufcd  her  nothing  fhe  aflced — had  prevailed  up-  ^ 
T*""    on  him  to  fign  the  difgrace  of  the  Duke  de  ChoifeuL. : 
When  he  came   to  himfeif  the  next  morning,  he- 
threw  the  decree  of  profcription  into  the  fire.     The 
Chancellor  had  recourfe  to  the   extreme  meafure, 
which  he  had  meditated  for  a  long  while.     He 
caufed  an  edidl  to  be  carried  to  the  Parliament, 
containing  in  the  preamble  the  mod  ferious  accu- 
fations   againft  the  Magiftrates,  fo  that  they  could 
not  rcgittef  i;:,  without  dilhonouring    themfelves. 
7  Dec.      They  fent  deputies  t6  proteft  againft  it.     A  Bed  of  ^' 
Juftice  was  holden  in  confequence,  where,  notwith-'^,i 
Handing  their  decree,  they  had  the  mortification  to  « 
fee  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  feated  am.ong  the  Peers.  • , 
They  made  protefi:s   and  remonrtrances,    and  fuf-  '^ 
pended  their  funftions,    declaring,  that  their  pro-  ^ 
found  aflliftion    did    not  leave   their    minds   free  v 
enough    to  decide  upon    the  fortunes,    lives,   and  (^ 
honour  of  the  fubjeds.    At  length  the  extraordinary  r^l 
confii(5l;  began,  in  which  the  King  perfifted  in  not; f; 
liftening  to  his  Parliament  till  they  had  reaflTumcd  h 
their  fundlions,  and  the  Parliament  in  not  reaflum-  ' 
ing   their  functions  till  the  King  had  liflened  to  _r 
them.     The  incredible  fpeftacle  lafted  for  a  fort-  j. 
night,  of  a  Monarch  announcing  himfeif  as  abfolute, 
and  requiring  that  his  will  fhould  be  the  law,  and  j, 
of  a  body  of  Magiftrates  difobeying  four  fcveral  -» . 
times  his  orders,  given  either  in  writing  from  his  ' 
royal  hand,  or  by  word  of  mouth,  or  by  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  precife  letters  of  command  j    and  yet, 
during  all  that  time,  the  Prince  had  not  difplayed .. 
thsit  defpotic  power  which  he  arrogated  to  himfeif, ' 
and  which  he  declared  to  refide  effentially  in  htm. 
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Paris  was   in  expcftation,   and  this  event  was   the 
fubjedt  of  difcuflfion  among  all  the  politicians,  and 
the  fcveral  clalTes  of  the  citizens.     The  Great,  and 
the  military,  who  are  inclined  to  an  abfolute  and 
paffive  obedience— and  who  are  defirous  that  the 
King  fhould  do  what  he  pleafes,  in  hopes  of  enjoy- 
ing the  fame  privilege  in  their  turn,  by  the  right  of 
the  ftrongeft  — loudly  cenfured  the  Parliament,  and 
pronounced  them  guilty  of  a  criminal  revolt.     The 
Clergy,  the  fworn  enemy  of  a  corps  which  had  always 
oppofed  their  pretentions — which   prevented   them 
from  extending  their  powerj   and  fubjefting  even, 
authority   itfelf,  by  ruling  over  the  confciences  of 
mankind — animated  by  that  fpirit  of  charity  with 
which  they  are  penetrated,  devoted  the  Magiftracy 
to   capital  puniihments.      The   people,   oppreffed 
With  taxes,  and  eating  their  bread  at  a  very  dear, 
price,  without  the  lead  oppofition  from  the  part  of 
thofe  whom  they  were  hitherto  accuftomed  to  look 
iipon  as  their  fathers  and  defenders,  beheld  the  dif- 
piite  with  great  indifference.   They  intcrefled  them- 
felves   no   longer   in   the  caufe  of  a  fociety  whicH 
iTjeanly  betrayed  them,  and  only  grew  warm  uponi 
matters  6f  perfonal   concern  to   itfelf.      The  phi- 
lofophers   alone,    and   true  Frenchmen,  who    rea- 
foned  a  little  more  deeply — imprefled  with  the  con- 
fequences  intervening  from  the  fall   of  the  Parlia- 
ment— wtre  afflidled  to  fee  them   deprived  of  an 
authority  which  they  had  indeed  exerted   only  for 
themfelves,  but  which,    in  a  moment  of  patriotic 
tnthufiarrih,   they  might  have  employed  to  a  better 
purpofe ;  whereas,   by  their  deflrudion,  the  moft 
formidable  defpotifm  was  eftabliftied.      Daring  this 
Violent  crifis>  the  Magiftrates,  who  expei^ed  every* 
.  Vol.  IV,  P  night 
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1770.  night  to  be  carried  off  by  letters  Je  Cachet,  were  liir- 
^  ~*  prized  the  next  morning  to  find  themfelvcs  ftill  at 
liberty.  But  the  inftant  was  not  yet  arrived,  and  the 
only  refulc  of  this  was,  the  event  which  the  cabal 
*  confpiring  againft  the  Duke  de  Choifcul  wilhed  for- 
Madame  Dubarri,  prompted  by  the  Duke  d'Aiguil- 
lon  and  the  Chancellor,  faid  to  the  King,  in  propor- 
tion as  being  tired  with  this  painful  conteft,  he  com- 
municated his  grief  and  anxiety  to  her,  that  there 
would  be  no  end  to  any  thing  while  the  Parliament 
felt  themfelyes  fupported  at  Court  by  a  Miniller 
whom  they  confidered  as  capable  of  averting  the 
itrokes  levelled  againft  them,  and  as  more  powerful 
than  even  his  Majefty  was,  while  there  exifted  a  cor- 
refpondcnce  between  them.  This  was  attacking 
Lewis  XV.  by  his  foible,  and  he  confented  pofitjvcly 
to  M.  de  Choifeurs  expulfion.  The  Duke  de  la 
Vrilliere,  a  new  title  given  to  the  Count  de  St,  Flo^ 
rentin,  for  his  good  and  loyal  lervices  in  Britany, 
went  to  carry  him  the  fatal  letter  de  Cachet,  conceived 
Ih  thefe  terms :    >.  ,.    .,  ...   ,  „, 

^^^'«  Cousin,  '^#''  '      '  :    -    ^^^  «W 

^'  The  diffatisfaftion  I  experience  of  your  fcrvices, 

obliges  me  to  banilh  you  to  Chanteloup,  where 

you  will  repair  in  four- and- twenty  hours.   I  would 

**  have  fent  you  much  farther  if  it  had  not  been  for 

"  the  particular  eftcem  I  have  for  the  Dutchefs  de 

**  Choifeul,  in  whofe  welfare  I  am  much  intcrefted* 

**^  Be  careful  that  your  conduft  does  not  force  i^e  to 

take  fome  other  ftep.    I  therefore  pray  Qod,  my 

Coufin,  to  kee^  you  in  his  holy  protc6Uon*''4u.^  ,\i 
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The  prefcncc  of  his  colleague  was  a  humiliating 
circumftance,  as  this  Minifter,  uncle  to  the  Duke  d'Ai- 
guillon,  could  not  but  have  been  inwardly  very  well 
pleafcd  with  the  meffage.  Accordingly,  the  banifli- 
ed  maj[i  was  not  the  dupe  of  his  compliment  of  con- 
dolence, and  anfwered  him:  I  am  perfuadedt  Monfieur 
k  Dttc^  of  all  the  fatisfa£fion  you  feel  in  bringing  me  fucb 
intelligence.  Never  did  favourite,  however,  go  out  of 
place  with  fo  much  glory.  His  dilgrace  was  a  tri- 
umph. Although  it  had  been  (ignified  to  him  not 
to  receive  any  body  during  his  ftay  at  Paris,  an  im- 
menfe  crowd  of  people  of  all  fons  left  their  names 
at  his  gate,  and  the  Duke  de  Chartres,  his  particular 
friend,  forcing  through  every  obftacle,  threw  himfelf 
into  his  arms,  and  wept  over  him. 

The  next  day,  that  of  his  departurc>  thofe  who 
had  not  been  able  to  fee  the  Duke  de  Choifeul^ 
placed  themfelves  upon  his  paflage,  and  the  road  was 
lined  with  a  double  row  of  coaches. 

Marihal  d'Eftrees  was  the  only  one  who  did  not  join 
in  the  numerous  acclamations.  He  was  dyiDg>  and 
upon  being  informed  cf  the  difgrace  of  his  capital 
enemy,  the  news  revived  him.  The  r— — /  is  then 
goney  exclaimed  he — /  die  fatisfied!  and  foon  after  he 
expired. 

From  whence  could  this  txcefs  of  fanaticifm  fo 
fuddenly  proceed?  Did  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  defervc 
thofe  regrets  ?  Was  his  difgrace  a  real  calamity  to 
France?  It  is  certain,  that  at  that  time  he  was  very 
much  extolled  J  that  this  Minifter,  who  had  been  much 
cenfurcd,  was  become  lately  the  idol  of  a  certain  par- 
ty, and  of  tne  blind  multitude,  who  judge  upon  re- 
port, and  fuffcr  themfelves  to  be  led  by  any  one 
whofe  intereft  it  is,  or  who  has  an  ardent  defirc  to  fe* 

P  2  .        cure 
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1770.     cure  their  afFeflions.     The  members  of  the  Parlla" 
*— * —  ment,  lefs  undoubtedly  from  their  admiration  of  hi»  j 
talents,  than  from  hatred  to  their  common  enemy,  5 
aifefted  to  fay  in  all  companies  that  he  was  the  great- 
eft  Minifter  France  had   ever   produced;   that  it 
would  be  the  moft  irreparable   lofs  the  kingdom 
could  fuftain,  if  he  were  difgraced ;  and,  from  this  con- 
tinual repetition  of  private  praifes,  a  general  concert 
of  eulogium  refulted,  which  was  agreed  to,  though 
-      no  man  was  well  able  to  aflign  a  motive  for  his  ac- 
quiefcence.     It  is  by  his  meafures  that  he  fhould  be 
judged  J  by  comparing  the  fituation  his  departments 
v/ere  in  when  he  took  them,  to  that  in  which  he  left 
them. 

The  misfortunes  of  the  war  of  1756  cannot  rea- 
fonably  be  attributed  to  him  j  the  courfe  of  them  was 
too  far  advanced,  when  he  was  raifed  to  the  head  of 
affairs,  for  him  to  be  able  to  produce  any  change 
upon  this  point.    Some  thanks  are  even  due  to  liim 
for  the  peace,  which  would  have  been  more  ignorni- 
*     uious  on  our  part,  had  it  not  been  for  that  family 
dompadtj  of  which  Spain  alone  had  reafon  to  repent, 
although  Ihe  did  not  appear  to  fignify  any  difpleafure 
to  him  on  that  account,  from  the  hopes  he  probably 
infpired   her  with  of  better  fuccefs  in  future.     It 
"  would  be  tedious  to  recapitulate  all  his  aftions  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  maritime  and  military  de- 
partments, and  for  foreign  affairs.  Wc  fliall  only  infift 
upon  the  fpirit  of  dependence  which  he  had  intro-. 
' "    duced  in  all  the  departments,  and  which  was  unprcce- 
-   ^         dented;  upon  his  exceffive  prodigality  with  regard 
'    to  his  creatures :  faults  Which  are  inconfiftent  with 
the  charader  of  a  great  Minifter,  becaufe  they  he- 
..^  ccflarily  tend  to  thwart  every  eaterprize  of  genius — - 

.  .  bccaufc 
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.  bccaufe  every  thing  at  prefent  is  done  by  calculation, 
;  and  chat  the  Monarch  the  mod  formidable,  and  the 
.  ncioft  certain  of  conqueft,  is  he,  who  by  his  oecono- 
.  my  has  contrived  to  accumulate  fufficiently  to  fup- 
port  the  expences  of  the  war  for  a  longer  time.    In 
this  point  of  view,  all  thofe  deep  and  artful  con- 
\  trivances  to  foment  inteftine  divifions,  or  to  engage 
in  foreign  quarrels  the  nations  moft  dreaded  by  his 
mafter,  were  mifapplicd,  inafmuch  as  he  facrificed 
^  the  jtreafures  of  the  kingdom,  in  thefe  projeds,  by 
which  lie  enervated,  and  made  it  ftiil  more  incapa- 
ble of  refuming  it's  fuperiority.     When  M.  de  Ver- 
..  gennes,  Ambaflador  from  France  to  Conftantinople — 
;  whom  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  preffed  to  make  the 
. Porte  declare  waragainfttheEmprefs  ofRuJ/ta — wrote 
fio  him :  /  will  make  the  Turks  take  arms  whenever  you 
tpleafei  but  I  muji  frevioujly  inform  yout  that  they  will 
--if  beaten  i  that  this  war  will  turn  out  contrary  to. your 
;  intentions^  by  rendering  Rujfia  more  gloriofts  and  more 
.powerful'^th^it  negotiator  ihewed  himjelf  ufldoubt- 
^jE^ly  much  fuperior  in  politics  to  the  D^uke  de  Chpi- 

irff(>/rhe  circumftance  which  fhews  ftill  more  the  depth 

/,iof  his  views,  is,  that  notwithflanding  fo  many  difad- 

3 1  vantages,  it  can  fcarce  be  doubted,  but  that  he  had 

gxferious  thoughts  of  eng^ing  France  ip  another  war; 

which  his  enemies  accufed  him  of  to  the  King.    The 

:f)  orders  he  had  given  to  the  officers  fent  to  India  at 

„ethis  period,  were  abfolutely  hoftile,  as  they  have  fince 

,« declared,  .He  intended  that  it  (hpuld  jiave  been 

^r begun  by  Spain-,  and,  by  means  of  the  family  cort\- 

j};pa6t,  his  mafter  would  have  found  himfelf  engaged  in 

^5-it  againft  his  will.    The  weaknefa  of  the  character  of 

^^J.ewis  XV.  made  him  <?ertaia  thai;  he  would  not  rcr 

z^ivij^^  P  ^  lift 
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'  if  jo.     fift  the  folicititlons  of  that  ally,  which  had  To  lately 
'  facrificcd  herfelf  for  him  j  and  by  that  fame  wciaknefs 
he  was  convinced,  that,  confcious  of  his  want  of  a 
Miilifter  who  had  the  management  of  fuch  a  variety 
of  ihtrigue$,  he  would  not  dare  to  difmifs  him. 
V  The  fubjeft  of  the  difference  at  that  time,  was  a 
pretention  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  Falkland  and 
Malouine  Iflands,  where  they  had  feized  upon  Port 
Egmont,  from  whence  they  had  driven  the  Englifh. 
The  latter  complained  loudly  of  an  enterprize,  which, 
iaccOrding  to  them,  was  nothing  lefs  than  the  infrac- 
tion of  the  moft  folemn  treaties,  and  threatened  to 
proceed  to  the  laft  extremities,  if  immediate  fatif- 
faftion  were  not  given  to  them.    The  conferences 
were  opened  with  a  great  deal  of  acriinony  on  both 
fides  J  and  the  circumftance  which  confirms  that 
Spain  a6ted  only  by  a  foreign  impulfe,  is,  that  the 
Duke  dt  Choifeul  had  fcarce  quitted  the  admiiitftra- 
^tion,  than  the  face  6(  the  negotiations  was  changed, 
-and  his  Catholic  Majefty  not  only  confentcd  to  dif- 
avpw  the  enterprize  xipdh  Port  Egmont,  and  to  re- 
turn the  Falkland  Iflands,  but  acceded  even  to  a  plain 
"fiind  fimplif  acceptation  oif 'Jihe  evacuation,  without 
infiftiftg  upon  a  pacific  eftciEfrftiifiition  of  his  rights, 
which  haid  b^en  at  firft  agreed  upon,  but  was  foon 
fefufed'With  haughtinefs  by  the  Court  of  London. 
The  exptilfion  therefore  of  this  turbulent  Minifter  at 
this  critical  period  was  a  fortunate  event.     In  vain 
did  his  pattitsatis,  -not  being  very  well  able  to  parti- 
»      tiilartee  ijhe  good  which  he  had  done  during  his  :d- 
^ffiiniftration,  vaguely  exclai.m>  that  he  kept  the  Kn- 
'  glifti  in  awe,  that  they  were  afraid  of  himj  his  retreat, 
far  from  being  the  fignal  of  war,  was  on  the  contra- 
ry the  iealing  of  the  peace  |  neither  have  the  enemies 
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of  France  fince  ventured,  to  the  end  of  the  reign,  to 
cake  any  advantage  of  her  misfortunes,  ,of  her  divi- 
lions,  o£  her  weaknefs,  and  of  her  humiliation. 

Though  the  King  had  not  the  fame  motives  of 
difcontent  againft  the  Duke  de  PraHin  as  againft  the 
X)uke  de  Choifeul,  his  difgrace  was  a  neceflary  con- 
fequence  of  the  former.  He  received  the  fame  day 
a  letter  de  Cachet  much  Ihorter,  and  more  contemp- 
tuous. It  fignified,  "  I  have  no  further  occafion  for 
**  your  fcrvices,  and  I  banilh  you  to  Praflin,  where 
"  you  will  repair  in  four- and- twenty  hours."  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  mortification  of  receiving  fuch  a 
mefiage,  the  Nobleman  would  not  have  been  much 
concerned  at  his  retreat.  He  only  kept  his  pofl; 
,  from  motives  of  complaifance  to  his  coufin ;  and  had 
DO  dciire  Jbut  for  tranquillity,  which  was  his  fecrct 
wiih.  His  retreat  from  the  naval  department  was 
not  f4t  in  the  Icaftj  and  yet,  if  we  only  confider  the 
mechanical  part  of  his  functions,  we  fhall  find  that 
he  had  not  fulfilled  them  improperly,  and  that  he 
,had  caujed  more  uneafmefs  to  the.  rivals  of  ^France 
than  his  poufin,  who  was  induilrioudy  reprefented  as 
the  objedb  of  their  terror.  Sixty- four  fliips  were  gt 
that  time  reckoned  in  the  ports,  independent  qf 
thofe  which  were  upon. the  ilocks;  all  the.nfiateriais 
jieceflary  to  conftrud  t^n  qr  tvdvemore,  aod.aboyt 
fifty  large  frigates  or  (loops  | :  this  .was  a  prodigious 
re-cftabliihment  of  the  maritime  forces  .of  France  in 
five  or  fix  years  time,  and  fliewed  v/hat  ihe  might  te 
able  to  do  with  oeconomyj  a  fayqurit;eiYirt;ue,'the 

t  This  is  the  account  the  Pake  de  Praflin  ^ves  kimftlf  of^jui 
a^minillration,  in  his  letter  to  the  Count  d^  ycr|;^nnes^  whjth 
)ia9  tieen  before  menuo&ed. 


a'5 


"^     adYantage 


iri 

li 


Mr 


! 


M  .     TH'fi    PHIVATE    LIFE 

17*70.  advantage  of  which  the  Duke  had  experienced  in  hi^ 
■""■—*  own  affairs,  and  which  he  applied  with  fuccefs  to 
thofe  of  the  King.  Perhaps  it  made  hinti  too  mucU 
negleft  the  forming  of  failors  and  officers  by  more 
frequent  armaments.  But  the  mercantile  branch  of 
the  navy  might  be  able  to  fupply  the  firft  objeft, 
and  even  the  fecond,  if  he  had  had  the  power  to 
change  in  this  refpeft  the  mode  of  adminiftration 
purfued  among  the  officers  of  the  Royal  navy. 

This  was  h's  capital  fault.  Inftead  of  following  the 
traces  of  his  predeceffor,  he  only  extended  the  pre- 
rogatives, encouraged  the  infolence,  the  depredations, 
and  the  luxury  of  that  corps,  by  deftroying  the  ba- 
lance of  power  which  had  been  eftabLfhed  in  the 
arfenals  between  the  Commandant  and  the  Intcndant, 
by  the  ordonnance  of  1689.     He  made  the  firft  at- 
"^  tack  againft  thefe  regulations,  which  were  foon  neg- 
"  lefted,  and  were  fucceeded  by  all  the  caprices  of  the 
*5nt»jvating  perfons  who  came  after  him.     Hc  car- 
ried his  complaifance  for  thefe  Gentlemen  fo  far,  as  to 
'attend  to  their  amufements,  by  caufing  play-houJTcs 
'  to  be  conftru6ted  in  the  feveral  ports.     He  laid  the 
5'  firft  ftonc  to  that  of  Breft,  and  affifted  at  the  opening 
^'  of  it.    If  after  a  long  difquifitio'n  of  the  famous  pro- 
'  eels  of  the  Direflor  ofLouifiana  againft  the  Gover- 
"  nor  of  that  colony— which  the  former,  a  vid^im  to  his 
"grief  and  perhaps  to  the  atrocious  crimes  of  his  ad- 
'   verfary,  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  fee  finiffied — M. 
':''  de  JCerrecel,  Captain  of  a  fhip,  the  military  Comman- 
""dant  ift  queftion,  was  convidted  with  ignominy:  the 
"* Y  rcafon  of  this  was,  that  M.  de  Rochemore,  of  a  diftin- 
"'gUiflied  family,  left  after  him,  to  avenge  his  memory, 
"  an  afli va  and  courageous  widow,  who,  by  dint  of  pa- 
^^■'-i  '         tience. 
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tiencc,  folicitations,  favour,  and  influence,  prevailed     1770* 
^gainft  the  threats  of  her  powerful  adverfary.  ' 

.    We  may  alfo  obje6t  to  the  adminiftration  of  M. 
de   Praflin,  that  dcfpotifm  excrcifed  in  the  Colo- 
nies, and  efpecially  at  Saint  Domingo  j  where,  by  a 
.dilgufting  ad  of  difhonefty,  after  the  inhabitants  had 
been  compelled  to  buy  themfelves  off  from  the  mi- 
litia, this  corps  was  foon  after  re-eilablifhed;  and  the 
Magiftratesv  obliged  to  defend  the  inhabitants,  with 
regard  to  the  confequenccs  of  the  diforders  occa- 
sioned by  thefe  troops,  were  treated  with  ftilj  greater 
indignity  than  thofe  of  the  mother-country;  they 
^  were  difturbed  .in  their  funftions,  threatened,  ar- 
,^pfted,  and  transferred  to  France,  where,  being  made 
^prifoners,  they  were  fuperfeded  in  their  tribunal,  in 
^the  mod  illegal  manner. 

^^^T.he  ceffion  of  Lpuifiana  to  Spain,  though  it  was 
„i  difmennibering  of  his  department,  was,  without 
doubt,  a  fault  rather  to  be  attributed  to  the  Miniftcr 
^  Jbr  fpreign  affairs,  than  to  him.    We  Ihall  not.cxa- 
^|i)ii^e  how  far  it  was  a  fault  in  politics,  to  giv^up  a 
^j..qQuntry  the  moft  fertile,  healthy,  diverfifiedi  dod 
^^ippft  beautiful  in  the  world  j,  we  have  faid  enpygh 
"^'pn  this  point.     But  we  cannot  avoid  lamenting^  his 
^jndolencp  in  npt  obtaining  a  refolytion  of  the  Qaun- 
^  cil  upon  the  complaints  addreffed  to  him  t)y  the 
,jinfortungte  inhabitants  of  .that  colpny,  and  jn  pot 
; jurging  their  remonftrances  to  the  King  -,  and  laftly, 
^^in  negleclipg  to  do  them  juftice  with  regard  to  lhe 
/jharlh,  or  rather  barbarous  treatipent,  which  tb.efc 
complaints  drew  upon   tjiofe  unfortunate  people^ 
when  a  foreign  Governor,  without  any  form  of  i;ri^, 
*    caufed  twelve  of  the  moft  illuftrious  Chiefs  of  New 
grleaqs  fo  be  Ihot,  whofe  preter^dcd  crime  was  on}y 

their 
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.1770.    their  blkid  attachment  to  a  mafter  who  did  not  dtt 
-  fervc  it,  and  who,  belides,  made  over,  without  their 

confcnt,  to  a  foreign  Sovereign,  a  right  of  life  and 
xleath,  which  he  had  not  himfelf.  r>i| 

.  It  would  have  ,bcen  an  ill-advifed  ftcp  of  the 
.Chan<jellpr,  after  <he  expuifion  of  tlie  Choifeuls,  not 
-to  have  fufi(;red  the.  ferment  of  the  Parliament  to 
iubfide,  at  leaft  for  a  while.  He  made  ufe  of  the 
iPrince  of  Condc  for  this  purpofc.  He  knew  that 
■this  Prince,  in  love  with  the  Princefs  of  Monaco, 
"who  fued  for  a  divorce  from  her  huft)and,  had  a 
thong  dcfire  to  have  this  caufe  tried,  which  had 
"been  interrupted  with  the  ordinary  courfe  of  jufli<:^. 
t^.  de  Maupeou  emj^yed  this  illuftrious  agent  to 
-give  the  Magiftrates  to  underftand,  that  if  they 
would  reaffume  their  functions,  his  Majcfty  was  dif* 
f)ofed  to  withdraw  the  edift.  Deceived  by  fo  ai^guft 
an  ^intcrpolition,  they  returned  to  their  deities  j  they 
«xprefied  their  gratitude  to  his  Highr.tfs  by  expe- 
diting immediately,-  and  favourably,  the  afFair  in 
'^hich  he  interefted  himfelf.  But  foon  after,  fre^ 
iand  tmore  precipe  letters  cf  command  undeceived 
idieno.  They  were  obliged  to  remain  again  with  the 
•^Glhambers  affembled,  and  to  conneft,  in  fome  de- 
gree^ the  intereftsef  the  nation  with  their  own.:— 
-^ey  refolvcd,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  intei^* 
Ydpted  the  examination  of  the  aJ9air$  of  individuaSsjt 
'  to  empli^  ithemfeW«s  in  «very  thing  that  concerned 
>ptibtic  af]^rsi>and  consequently  that  of  the  corn  be- 
ing oxie<)f  die  moft  eHential,  theyentered  apon^it 
iwith  an  ftfFeded  ^eal,  of  whith  the  pcbple  were 
r«not  the'dupes, '  -:^!' ' ''O'  ■■■'•--  -.;:_:  r.  /%:jcst-  -/j>b  t^rt-i 
..  *  The  Ghaacellof,  maftcr  of  the  fi^ld,  tpdk  at^an- 
'  ttge^  the  cjrcumftancc,  to  declare  to  the  King^ 
J¥wk  that 
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Ihat  this  was  the  proper  moment  to  fccurc  his  au- 
thority for  ever,  and  to  prevent  the  inlunrcftion  of 
his  Parliaments,  by  being  firm,  by  difplaying  ail  the 
fcverity  of  his  juftice,  and  by  ftriking  off,  if  it  were 
neceffary,  fome  of  the  heads  of  the  moft  mutinous, 
in  order  that  the  Magiftrates  might  be  fenfible  that 
this  was  no  longer  a  jeft.  .^4i»;<> 

To  underftand  this  cxprefllon,  unbecoming  as  it 
fhould  feem  in  the  prefent^^ircumftances,  we  muft 
be  informed,  that  the  Firft  Prefident  having,  before 
this,  carried  to  the  King  the  reprefentations  of  his . 
Company  of  the  3d  December,  his  Majefty  afked 
him  for  them,  and  threw  them  into  the  fire,  and  af- 
terwards gave  him  a  paper,  which  ought,  according 
to  cuitom,  to  contain  his  anfwer :  How  great  waai 
the  iurprize  of  M.  d'Aligre,  on  opening  it,  to  read 
thefe  words  ! — Tour  Majefty  muft  liften  t&  the  repn* 
fentations  with  a  great  deal  ef  ill  temper ;  you^  muft  of* . 
frar  'to  ie  very  angry y  and  throw  them  into  the  firem 
He  was  obliged  to  go  again,  and  to  afk  the  Chan- 
cellor whether  thofe  were  really  the  King's  words 
which  he  was  to  carry  back.  This  dilconcerted  a 
little  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice.  .<}-^'  v     .^;:ijs^4 

'The  more  effefhially  to  recommend  his  cnnduft 
to  the  King,  M.  de  Maupeou  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand, that  whatever.turn  matters  fhould  take,  the  ret 
fuk  would  be  the  fame  one  way  or  the  other.  It  the 
Parliament,  returning  to  their  duty«  and  convinced 
of  the  will  of  the  Sovereign,  (hould  conform  to  the 
edid,  it  would  become  a  law,  from  which  they,  could 
no  more,  depart,  without  the  crime  of  dtluoediences 
and  they  deprived  themfelves  for  the  future  of  the  fe- 
yeial  pretences  which  they  had  hitherto  urged,  to  co- 
yer dieir  fedi)tious  proceedings : — if,  on  the  concraryy 
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they  f^erfcvcrcd   ia  their   oppofition,  there   nev^r 
•   could  be  a  more  juftifiablc  rcaibn  for  depriving  rf- 
fraftory  magiftrates  of  their  offices,  and  replacing 
them  by  others,  who  would  accept  the  conditions 
prefcribcd  to  them.     He  was  fully  perfuaded  that 
he  (hould  always  preferve  a  Kernel  of  a  Parliament — 
that  was  his  exprefllon — as  at  Paw  and  at  Rennes, 
rand  that  this  would  be  fufficient  to  form  another 
■  Court  with  cafe.     He  depended  upon  the  moft  nu- 
merous part  of  the  Grand  Chamber,  upon  the  Abbes, 
and  upon  his  creatures,  who  would  throw  off  the 
malk  upon  occafion.     The  whole  corps  not  being 
able  to  be  Ihaken,  he  expeded  to  triumph  by  attack- 
ing it's  members  feparately. 

The  fame  night,  at  the  fame  hour,  thty  were  all 
awakened  in  the  name  of  the  King.     Two  moufque- 

-  taires  entered  their  chamber,  and  prefented  to  them 
.  -  the  order  to  reaffumc  their  fundions— to  anfwer  in 

*  writing  TVj  or  JVip— and  to  fign  that  word  alone, 

-  without  periphrafis  or  .modification.     In  fad:,  feveral 
'  '^cven  of  the  firmefl:  were  intimidated  by  this  ftep: 

"^-^partaking  of  the  alarms  of  their  wives,  ^of  their 

children,  and  of  their  family  in  tears,  they  had  the 

^Si^akneft  to  retraft  j  but  at  the  inftant  when  their 

ettenniy  wa^  applauding  himfelf  for  the  ftratagem,  and 

'was  gVving  an  account  of  it  to  his  Majefly,  reaiii- 

■^mafed  by  their  brethren,  and  united  the  next  day  in 

'  a  body,  they  difavowed  the  error  of  the  night. 

t*^'  Mjttters  were  too  far  advanced  on  both  fides,  and 

*  there  was  no  poffibilityofretraAing..  The  fallowing 
'night  the  Magiftrates  were  again  awakened,  An.offi- 

-  cer  of  the  Council  notified  to  each  of  them  a  decree 
~bf  Colincil,  declaring  that  their  employments  were 

*  Cdnfifcated,  and  forbidding  them,  for  the  future,  to 
,V"-'  cxercife 


OF     LEWIS     XV.  ^Z' 


22t 


etercife  any  of  their  funftiohs,  or  even  to  aflume 
the  title  of  Members  of  the  Parliament.  This  offi- 
cer was  fcarc<»  withdrawn,  when  fome  moufquetaires 
entered,  anr  brought  them  letters  de  cachet,  which 
banifhed  them  all  to  different  places,  and  at  a  great 
diftance  from  each  other. 

All  this  conduft  was  fo  ftrange,  and  fo  odious, 
that  the  Chancellor  was  himfelf  duped  by  it>  and, 
being  forfaken  by  his  own  partizans,  had  not  that 
kernel  of  a  Parliament  upon  which  he  depended. 
There  was  not  a  fingle  Magiftratc  who  did  not 
readily  fubmit  to  his  punifhment,  and  the  King's 
Council  only  remained.  He  was  a  man  of  refourccs, 
and  obviated  this  firft  difficulty,  by  coming  himfelf 
to  inftall  the  Council,  which  was  to  be  fubftituted 
to  the  Parliament.  He  has  fince  owned,  that  in  the 
firft  moment  of  the  ferment  at  that  time  in  Paris, 
he  had  been  obliged  to  arm  himfelf  with  courage, 
and  was  not  at  his  eafe  when  he  went  to  the  Palais. 
His  apprehenfions  foon  fubfided.  The  fccne  pafled 
in  prefence  of  an  immenfe  crowd  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guiflied  perfons  of  the  Court,  the  military,  and  the 
citizens  of  all  ranks,  without  any  thing  more  than 
confternation  being  expreffed.  When  this  firft 
fenfation  was  paffed,  the  Parifians  recovered  their 
chearfulnefs,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council 
efcaped  with  only  the  jefts,  farcafms,  and  epigrams  of 
the  wits,  and  the  hootings  of  the  populace. 

After  having  ere61:ed  this  phantom  of  a  tribunal, 

'^hich  gave  him  time  for  recolleftion^  M.  de  Mau- 

peou  had  but  two  things  more  to  fear  :  that  the 

Ghatelet  wouU  ceafe  their  functions  in  Paris,  and 

that  the  Parliament  of  the  provinces  would  do  the 
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177 1,     fame.     He  prevented   the  firft  inconvenience  by 
^  avoiding  all  colluOon  between  the  fuperior  and  in- 

ferior Court,  till  he  had  bribed  the  Chiefs ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  fecond^  he  managed  with  greae 
cunning  and  dexterity.  He  caufed  a  report  to  be 
fpread  by  his  emiiTaries,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
affairs  of  individuals,  agreed  on  by  the  Parliament  of 
P^risj  had  been  the  capital  fault  committed  by  that 
bani0ied  corps  j  that  without  this  circumftance, 
the  Chancellor  would  never  have  been  able  to  exe- 
cute his  projects  of  revenge  j  and  that  he  was  very 
defirous  that  the  other  clalTes  fhould  ad  in  the  fame 
inanner,  that  he  might  have  a  pretence  for  deftroy- 
ing  them  in  their  turn.  Thele  inHdious  reports 
alarmed  them;  fo  that,  inftead  of  ibnding  in  their 
refignations  all  at  once,  or  remaining  the  Chambers 
aifembled,  and  thus  interrupting  the  whole  courfe 
of  juilice  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  othef,^ 
and  by  this  general  calamity  infpiring  the  people 
-Vith  a  falutary  fear,  exciting  their  refpedful  rcmon-l 
ftrances,  inviting  the  Princes,  the  Peers,  and  the 
.  .^  Great,  to  fecond  them,  and  prompting  the  King  with 
adeiire  to  hear  them>  and  to  be  informed  of  his  cr-; 
O  ror,  and  of  making  him  fenfible  of  the  neceflity 
of  it — thefe  Companies  contented  themfelves  with 
fending  a  inultiplicity  of  remonftrances,  which  the 
Monarch  never  read,  and  which  only  appeared  in 
public  as  myfterious  and  criminal  papers :  they,  on 
th^  contrary,  redoubled  their  zeal  in  expediting  the 
caufes,  and  gave  occaHon  to  the  faying,  that  they 
ftoqd  in  need  of  that'  lafti  of  the  whip.  The  Chan4' 
/  cellor,  by  thi«  means,  acquired  leifure  to  continue  bis 
bufmefs  with  ea(e,  and  to  execute  his  project  for  the 
^tgcnpration  of  the  Magiftracy.  ;.«v.4  ^w..  ,*.i.*i 

"  XjaiiTUj  ^  '*^'  He 
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He  began  by  creating  fix  fupcrior  Councils^- ^t 
Arras,  Blojs,  Chaalons,  Clcrrtiont,  Lyons,  and  Poi- 
tiers. The  fpecious  pretence  for  thefe  eftabiiflir 
ments  was  to  forward  the  difpatch  of  affairs,  by 
diminifhing  the  extent  of  the  jurifdidkion  of  the 
Parliament ;  and  the  real  motive  was,  to  facilitate 
the  method  of  acquiring  a  fuffici^nt  number  of  per^ 
fons  to  complete  his  new  Court,  by  thus  reducing 
the  number  of  it's  members.  When  the  firft  ftroke 
was  given,  he  no  longer  dreaded  to  appear  a  fecond 
time  in  the  Palais,  to  regiftcr  the  edi6t  for  the  cre-» 
ation  of  thefe  Councils.  He  there  pronounced  a 
fpeech,  the  purport  of  which  was,  to  infinuate  to 
the  nation,  that  nothing  could  be  more  happy  for 
them,  than  the  arrangements  announced ;  but  thac 
it  had  been  neceffary  to  take  advantage  of  the  mo-< 
ment  in  which  the  ancient  Magiftrates  had  difapw 
peared,  to  put  a  flop  to  confufion,  and  to  the  mag<* 
nitude  of  the  evil  j  to  free  the  courie  of  jufticc  from 
it's  reftraints  -,  and,  in  a  word,  to  produce  a  mors 
fortunate  ftate  of  regularity  and  order,  whidi  had 
fo  long  been  wished  for.  Befides  this  firfl  advan* 
tage,  he  announced  reformations  no  le&  falutary, 
fuch  as  the  fupprefling  the  venality  of  offices  ;  oi 
rendering  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  gratuitous  % « 
of  fimplifying  proceedings}  and  of  facilitating  the* 
punifhmetit  of  crimes.  i 

Having  thus  confiderably  leffened  thcjurUcli^biMIr 
of  the  Parliament,  he  employed  himfelf  tn  findaxs^x 
perfons  fit  to  compofe  it;  and  he  reduced  them  to 
the  number  of  feventy-iive.  The  Grand  Council  had  t 
more  than  ever  reafon  to  complain  of  that  Company^ . 
which,  fince  they  had  reafTumed  their  functions,  i 
had  not  ceaied  to  perploc  them.    M.  de  Maupeou* 

2  turned 
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177 1  #  turned  his  vie.ws  towards  that  Court,  and  flattered 
himfclf  that  he  (l^ould  find  the  greateft  part  of 
.  theni  obedient  to  his  impulfej  more  efpecially  as 
that  tribunal  was  the  only  one  that  had  remained 
fhamefuljy  filent  with  r^fpeft  to  the  outrages  com- 
mitted againft  the  Magiftracy  and  the  Laws.  The 
Chaniber  of  Accounts,  although  not  lefs  ppprefled 
and  dcfpifed  by  it'^  rival,  was  at  that  time  agitated 
by  a  patriotic  ferment,  not ,  likely  to  be  lading, 
but  yet  which  left  him  no. hopes  of  deriving  any 
advantage  from  them  j  and  as  for  the  Court  of  Aids, 
he  on  the  contrary  thought  it  neceflary  to  fupprefs 
them,  in  order  to  avoid  the  oppofition  he  expcfted 
from  them.  .  He  thpught  himfelf  fortunate  even  in 

.'  ~  fedjucing  fome  of  their  members.     Some  he  chole 

froniamdng  the  order  of  Advocates  i  and,^convinced 
of  the  neceffity  of  forming  his  aflembly  fpeedily, 
he  was  not  very  nice  about  the  remainder.  He  was 
admirably  well  ferved  refpeding  the  ecclefiaftical 
members,  by  the  Archbilhop  of  Paris,  who  gave 
him  his  own  nephew.  In  this  manner  he  colkdled 
two^thirds  of  his  Counfellors.  The  Great  Benchi 
which  was^  only  to  be  compofed  of  five  PrefidentSi 
including  the  Firft,  was  that  which  gavfe  the  moft 
trouble  to  this  new  creator :  not  that  he  was  in  want 
of  perfons  who  afpired  to  the  honour  of  the  Mor- 
tier,  but  no  one  would  venture  to  break  the  ice* 
He  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  men  of  diftinc- 
tion,  but  whofe  characters  were  tainted,  and  gave 
them  for  Chief  a  Counfcllor  of  State  inferior  to 
themfelves.  This  was  the  Intendant  of  Paris, 
Berthier  dc  Sauvigny,  a  man  of  very  moderate  abili- 
ties, and  of  whofe  docility  he  was  well  aflured  j  he 
was  befides  very  rich*    As  he.  was  ruled  by  his  wifd, 

•  the( 
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the  Chancellor  excited  her  vanity  and  ambition. 
She  determined  her  hufband,  who,  on  the  day  before 
his  indiillation,  dill  alhamed  of  the  part  he  had 
undertaken,  had  not  dared  to  declare  himfclf,  and 
fetched  deep  fighs  at  Madame  Berthier's,  without 
any  6ne*s  being  able  to  form  a  conjedure  on  the 
caufe  of  his  grief,  which  was  not  even  fufpedted. 

The  Bar  was  not  eafy  to  be  compofed :  notwith- 
ilanding  the  weakneftf  of  that  body,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor's perfuafions,  he  could  not  prevail  upon  them 
to  afibciate  with  the  new  tribunal.  He  only  found 
young  Fleuri,  a  roue  *,  in  the  ftrongeft  fcnfe  of  the 
word,  opprefled  with  debts,  a  Aave  to  an  avari- 
tioijs  woman,  who,  by  being  highly  bribed,  deter- 
mined to  remain  the  only  one  of  his  corps,  and 
to  accept  the  poll  of  Attorney  General  j  which  (he 
confidered  Icfs  on  the  fide  of  the  dignity,  than  on 
that  of  the  immenfe  profit  Ihe  propofed  to  make  of 
it.  With  regard  to  the  Solicitors  General,  reduced 
to  two,  at  one  time  he  imagined  he  ihould  gee 
them  from  the  Council.  For  the.  firft  of  them,  he 
had  in  view  M.  de  Tolozan,  fon  to  a  merchant  at 
Lyons,  a  man  who  eileemed  himfelf  too  fortunate  to 
illuftratc  himfelf  thus  at  once,  by  obtaining  one  of 
the  firft  pofts  in  the  Magift:racy.  He  had  juft  ferved  in 
the  Court  of  the  Mint  of  that  City,  and  had  exer- 
cifed  his  functions  in  a  confined  manner.  Although 
totally  ignorant  of  the  firft  principles  of  jurifpru- 
dence ,  although  his  elocution  as  well  as  his  perfon 
was  heavy,  yet  he  had  a  fund  of  vanity,  which  was 
a  fubftitute  for  every  thing  i  he  looked  upon  himfelf 
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a&  the  oracle  of  the  Council,  and,  by  hjs  perieye- 
rance  in  labour,  he  fupplied  his  deficiency  with  re- 
fpeft  to  facility.  M.  dc  Tolozan,  ,  too  much 
devoted  to  the  Chancellor  to  venture  to  oppofe 
him  openly,  had  but  one  apprehenfion,  which  was, 
that  the  brilliant  fituation  offered  him  would  not 
be  lading.  He  fortunately  had  a  friend,  whofe 
name  was  M.  de  la  G  ouree,  a  Counfellor  of  merit, 
whom  he  confulted.  This  tnan  difluaded  him, 
infifted'upon  it  that  he  ihould  decline;  and>  left 
M.  de  Maupeou,  by  his  feducing  language,  fhould 
gain  him  over  a  fecond  time,  he  took  him  away 
into  the  country,  where  this  Mader  of  Reqpeils 
pretended  illnefs,  till  the  importunity  was  pafled, 
by  the  appointment  of  other  Solicitors  General. 
M.  de  Giac,  a  man  of  low  extradion^  as  we^  as^  his 
colleague,  was  the  fecond  upon  whom  the  Chan* 
cellor  depended ;  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  example 
^iven  him  by  his  fuperior  in  office,  to  excuie  him-> 
ielf^  and  M.  de  Maupeou  was  obliged  to  appoint 
two  perfons  taken  from  the  Magiftrates  of  other 
Courts.  ;    ^  , 

This  great  work  of  the  Chancellor  could  oot  be 
iinifhed  in  lefs  than  feveral  months,  and  ftill  in  ar^ 
imperfeft  manner.  When  he  had  collected  mem- 
bers enough  to  eftablifh  his  phantom  of  a  Parlia* 
19  April,  ment,  he  caufeda  Bed  of  Jufiice  to  be  holden,  ac 
which  none  of  the  Princes  afiifted,  except  die  chil- 
dren of  France,  and  the  Count  de  la.Marche; 
which  made  the  King  fay  to  the  latter,  when  he  faw 
him.  Ton  are  welcome  5  me  Jhall  have  none  of  eur  re-f 
lations  here.  The  Count  de  la  Marche  knew  this 
before  his  Majcfty  j  the  other  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
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after  bic^ing  in  vain  exerted  the  greateft  efforts  to 
keep  bim  away,  had  entered  a  proteft  againft  every 
thing  that  Ihould  pafs  there,  and  had  again  fent  to 
his  Highnefs  at  midnight,  to  prefs  him  to  accede  to 
it.  At  this  Bed  of  Juftice,  the  laft  and  mod  memo- 
rable, that  is  to  fay,  the  mod  difaftrous  ih  the  reign 
of  Lewis  XV.  three  edifts  were  read  :  the  firft, 
for  the  diflblution  of  the  prefent  Parliament  j  the 
fccond,  (6r  the  fuppreffion  of  the  Court  of  Aids  j 
and  the  third,  for  the  transformation  of  the  Grand 
Cdupcil  into  a  new  Parliament.  The  King  clofed 
ithe  fittirig  with  this  Ibort  fpecch  : 

*<  You  have  j«ft  hear'd  xny  intentions ;  it  is  my 
^  will;  that  they  fliould  be  executed,  i  command 
"  ybu  tio  begin  yowr  fun<5lions  next  Monday  :  my 
'*  ChaoccUor  will  go  to  ioftall  you.  I  forbid  all  deli- 
^  beratiorts  contrary  to  my  wiJl,  and  all  reprefenta^ 
^  dons  in  favour  of  nhe  aDtienc  Parliameiit ;  for  i, 
■*<;  \tiU  never  change."   '  r  :   /<  l^- 

-  His  Majefty  proiiouijccd  thefe  laft  .words,  and 
ffpccially  the  word  tffvfr,  vith  tn  energy  which 
^mptelTed  terror  in  the  whole  e|rcmbly.  This  was 
a  fubarle  cpntfjvance  of  the  Cbweellor's,  who, 
aware  pf  the  Jittle  dependence  there  was  to  be 
l>laced.upon  the  xeiblutions  pf  his  Mafter,  was  de- 
firous  of  tying  him  down  by  this  authentic  affurance. 
Accordingly,  feveral  Peers  could  not  credit  it;  among 
others,  the  Puke  de  Niyernois,  one  of  the  thirteen 
protefters;  £igainil  this  infra^lion  of  theconftitutional 
laws  of  the  monarchy,  and  one  who  had  joined  in 
the  proted  of  the  Princes.  Madame  Dubarri  having 
met  him  foon  after  the  Bed  of  Juftice*,  (topped  him, 
and  faid,  //  is  to  he  hoped,  Mohjeur  le  Due,  that 
you  will  give  up  your  oppojition  j  for  you  have  hear'd 
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1771.  1/  ;  the  King  has /aid  that  be  would  never  cbangt^-^ 
Tes,  Madam,  anfwered  he  artfully,  hut  be  was  look- 
ing  at  you, 

.    That  very  evening  the  Chancellor  went  for  the 
third  time  to  the  Palais,  to  inrtall  the  new  Parlia- 
ment.    All  Paris  was  upon  the  road  of  Verfaillcs, 
eager   to  fee  thofe  Magiftratcs,  whofe  ignominy 
feemed  to  charafterifc  their  new-born  dignity.    M. 
L;^mbert  alone,  Dean  of  the  Grand  Council,  return- 
ing frgm  Verfailles,  where  he  had  learnt,   for  the 
firfl:  time,  the  part  he  was  intended  to  a6t,  had 
the  courage  to  withdraw   himfelf  from  the  yoke, 
and  to  go  to  his  own  houfe,  inftead  of  going  to 
the  Seflions ;  and  having  afterwards  received  a  letter 
de  Cacbety  which  ordered  him   .0  join  his  brethren, 
he  only  fat  upon  the  Flowers-de-luee,  to  proteft  more 
authentically  againU!  his  appearance,  and  to  reproach 
xhe  other  members  with   their  meannefs  s   which 
drew  fome  of  them  away :  but  the  majority  had  the 
^effrontery  to   remain,   and  this  was  fufficient  for 
the  moment.    This  tribunal  was  very  precarious : 
almoil  abandoned  by  the  members  of  the  former, 
^  they  had  neither  Advocates,  Attornies,  nor  Pleaders. 
'  'Expofed  to  jokes,  to  derifion,  to  witticifms,  and  to 
fcurrllous  pamphlets,  they  were  beddes  condemn- 
£d  by  the  Parliaments,   which  accumulated  upon 
the  members  contemptuous  decrees,  calling  them 
intruders,  perjured,    violators  of  their  oaths  *,  and 
which  previoufly  declared  all  afts  ifliied  from  them 
void  and  of  no  effefb.      So  many  contradictions 
could  not  difconcert  M.  de  Maupeou.  He  knew  that 

'-' '    «  Expreifions  of  the  decree  of  the  Fdrliament  of  RoueVt^  of  the 
15th  ^pril  177 »• 
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authority  which  pcrfevcrcs,  which  knows  how  to 
difpcnfc  careflcs  and  threats, rewards  and  punilhments, 
with  propriety,  is  certain  of  prevailing,  in  a  counti^, 
the  bafencfs,  abjed  condition,  and  corruption  of 
which  he  was  acquainted  with.  His  only  care 
was,  to  maintain  Lewis  XV,  in  the  dlfpofitions  Kc 
had  inftilled  into  hinn;  to  prefcrve  the  power  his 
Majcfty  had  intruftcd  him  with  j  and  to  encourage 
him  to  ftrike  with  expedition  all  the  blows  that 
were  ncceffary  to  obtain  his  end.  For  this  pur- 
pofc,  he  kept  up  a  ftrift  connexion  with  the  Duke 
d'Aiguilloh  and  the  Countefs  Dubarri;'  and  it  wa$ 
at  thofe  fuppers  which  the  latter  gave  to  her  ijliif- 
trious  lover,  that  (he  cohtinued  to  mafi:e  him 
fign.  icvisrat  orders  that  were  wanted,  andf  which 
hrs  pufillanimous  or  benevolent  mind  would,  per-p 
haps,  have  refulcd,  had  his  he-ad  been  cool,  Some- 
times he  was  intimidated  by  the  example  of 
Charles  L  whofe  pidure  the  ^vourite  had  bought. 
She  ufed'to  lead  him  up  to  this  pifture  j  "  Behold 
"that  unfortunate  Monjlrch,'*  faid  fhe*  to  him  j 
Your  Parliaments  would,  perhaps,  have  ended 
by  treating  you  as  he  was  treated  by  the  Par-^ 
liament  of  England,  if  you  had  not  had  a  Minifter 
*•  intrepid  enough  to  oppofe  their  enterprises,  and 
**  fct  their  menaces  at  defiance." 

By  thefe,  or  fimilar  means,  all  more  or  lefs  miff^AJ 
but  multiplied  and  varied  adihfinitum^  andprdportion- 
cd,to  peribns,  places,  timies,  and  circJumftahce^,  the 
Chancellor  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  moft  dangerous 
portion  of  the  fovereign  power,  and  was  aflimilated 
.,t;0  the  antient  Maires  du  Palais*,    The  letters  de 
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1771.     Cachet  were  ilTucd,  the  prifons  opehcc!*  the  .milrttry 
'  and  the  Commandants  of  the  proviaCcs  marched  at 
his  pleafure}  and,  if  no  blood  was  fpik  upoiv the  fcaf- 
folds,  it  was  becaufe  the^e  was  no  patriot  to  be'found 
fufficiently  firm  to  defervc  it.    All  the  individtJals  in 
{the  fubaltern  Magiftracy,  who  did  .lot  obey  the  or- 
ders of  M.  de  Maupcou  with  proper  reftd^n^f^  ^€'c 
,pppreffcd,  or  deprived  of  their  offices  j  all  thofc  who 
^  wrote  againft  his  operations,,  or  who  pubitomy  cert- 
fured  them,  were  tbrowf^  ipto  pr ifon.  -  If  any'  of  the 
foreign  gazettes  took  that  liberty,  the  introdU^i^iA^f 
them  was  forbidden.  ,  On  the  contraryj  he  .nw4c 
liimfelf  be  extolled  in.  the;  other  newfpapjrs,  which 
he  kept  in  pay  at  a  very  gredt  expence«    £vcn.  the 
Gazette  of  France^  {9  famous  for  W:%  teraetiy,*  was 
become  the.organ  of  falHiood  flnd  calumny.^ :  At  ieaid, 
by  his  arfful  advertifemei?fis,' in  which  truth  rfnd' fic- 
tion were  blended,  he  diffufed  with  rapidity  .the  news 
he  wilhed  to  have  credited,  and  kept  Up  tlfeiUuIion 
whicK,it<was.  his  intere^.to  produeei^joordfcrjto'.de- 
termine  ,  that  muititiidc  J  of ,  tnen^  ^yho  dre  ojil]^  in*- 
ftuenqed  by  example,  and'  to  obt^iii  hia  iv^f iom  pur- 
-    poles.  •,,_,,    '        ,  -   l^-T  -.i   ?^-  i<iNT  ^>fwijb:vw>  ?t'!^i^? 
t hp  remainder  of  the,  year  :paired .  in' >  th«f deftrtic- 
tion  of  the  feveral  corpsj  which  he!.fupph:ffodv<aml 
reftored  again  as  he  had  occafion  for  thcmiaby  ccim^ 
pofing  them  of  pcrfons  who  were  devoted  to  Him. 
Thus  it  is,,  that  the  fey^r^l  Parliaments  oi  the  fffO* 
vinces,  after  having  ftruggje4;fw>^-timc;a^nft' that 
which  w^  to  be  affimi^atcdi  to  t1iem,(fW«ce  alternate* 
ly  annihilated  and  revived.    Thenifc  waa  that  »n5 
faw  refuming  their  feats  upon  thofe  fame  !floweratd<>»»j^ 
"        luce,  Magiftrates  who  had  lately  covered  with  inde- 
lible infamy  thofe  Who  fhould  daiJe   to-  ihtroducc 
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thcmfelves  in  that  alTcmbljr,  by  a  fimilar  ai51:  of  bafe- 
Jiefs.  A- whole  body  from  among  them,  forgetting 
iheir  pride,  from  a  fovcreign  court,  which  they  prc- 
vioudy  were,  confented  to  be  nothing  more  than  a 
fubaltern  tribunal,  and  all  (he  Magiftracy  of  the 
kingdom,  renewed  at  Martinmas,  was  no  longer 
compoied  of  any  thing  elfe  but  intruders  or  fchif^* 
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M.  de  Maupeou,  in  this  circunriftance,  effedked 
more  than  the  Regent  in  a  fimilar  cafe  had  ventured 
to  flatter  himielf  with;  who  agreed,  that  ke  had  tht 
pfwtr  fa  make  the  lawyers  bold  their  tonguesy  but  not  m 
ntaki  them /peak.  The  Chancellor  carried  this  point  5 
hts  new  tribunal  was  foon  fupplied  with  a  confider* 
able  number  of  lawyers^  eloquent  orators,  and  with 
curknis  and  interefting  caufes,  which  drew  as  nume** 
rous  »D  audience  as  on  the  brilliant  days  of  the  an-^ 
utntPahtiSk.io:.  ;   k' 

;»    The  general  couric  of  juftice  being  thus  re-cfta- 
bliihed,  Lewis  XV.  for  the  firft  time,  felt  the  fweets  of 
bein^  his  own  maftcr,  of  doing  every  thing  he  chofej^ 
without  oppofition,   without   addrcfles   or   remon- 
ftrances,  and  of  feeing  himfelf  no  more  befet  with 
red:  or  black  g6wns>  which  had  been  inceflfantly  tor^ 
mcnting/him  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years.     M.  de 
Maupeou  fecured  to  him  another  advantage,  of  much 
greater  value  to  his  miftrefs^  to  his  favourites,  and  to 
the  greedy  courtiers,  who  furrounded  the  throne  with 
greater- importunity  than  ever.    This  was,  to  have 
regiftered  all  the  money-edifts,  which  the  fpirit  of 
finance  could  invent,  and  to  increafe  and   extend 
them  at  pleafure.     The  Chancellor  in  this  operation 
jis^d  burdened  the  public  treafury  with  a  debt  of  four- 
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1771.     teen  or  fifteen  millions*,  which  he  had  diipofed  of  to 
■         '    feducc  and  corrupt,  but  cfpecially  to  pay  the  mvdti^ 
tude  of  informers  and  fpies  he  had  at  his  wages.  He 
had  loaded  the  State  with  about  a  hundred  millions  t 
to  be  reimburfed,  or  with  an  intereft  of  dvemUli- 
ons  ^  per  annum.     It  was  neceiTary  to  provide  for 
this  increafe  of  expences,  and  to  reward  all  thofe 
famifhed  members,  of  which  he  had  compofed  his 
newly-inftituted  tribunals.      In  order  that  juftice 
fhould  be  adminiftered  without  expence,  the  land- 
tax  was  increafed  in  all  the  provinces,  which  thus 
bought  this  pretended  benefit  at  a  very  dear  rate 
u1  Dixieme  was  fettled  upon  the  perpetuad  annuities, 
and  a  ^inzieme  upon  life  annuities:  the  marc  of 
gold  was  doubled,  tripled,  and  quadrupled}  oneper 
cent,  was  fixed  upon  all  employments  under  Govern- 
ment ;  the  Nobility  who  had  acquired  their  patents 
were  obliged  to  pay  for  them  a  fecond  time ;  and  the 
fous  laid  upon  every  pound  were  extended  as  far  as 
.  eight.     After  a  peace  of  fix  years,  the  firft  Vingtitme 

was  prolonged  indefinitely,  and  the  fecond  for  ten 
years,  each  of  them  upon  frelh  edids,  which:  gave  a 
free  courfe  to  the  vexations  of  thofe  who  colled:ed 
thefe  taxes ;  vexations  which  hitherto  the  Parliamfcnt 
had  at  leaft  put  a  ftop  to,  and  which  made  thefe  two 
Vingtiemei  amount  to  three  or  four.  In  a  word,  it 
^.  was  fufficient  to  propofe  to  the  Minifter  of  the  Fi- 
nances any  method  to  burthen  the  nation,  that  it 
ihould  be  adopted.  In  the  fpace  of  one  day  there 
?>f  were  as  many  as  eleven  money-edids  brought  to  the 

%if  '        s  Ahout  fix  hundred  thpufand  pounds, 
t  Upwards  of  four  millions  fterling, 
:];  Upwards  of  t\yo  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

Siii  '  Palais '^^ 
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Palaii ;  which  furnifhcd  an  opportunity  of  declaring     177 1. 
yri(h  reafon,  in   a  publication  at  the  time,   that    — — 
Lewis  XV.  had  fingly  impofed  a  greater  number  of 
taxes  than  all  his  fixty-five  predecclTors  together  f. 
There  was  no  longer  any  thing  facredi  not  only  all 
private  property  was  attacked,  but  public  depofits 
were  alfo  plundered  with  impunity.    The  capita* 
tions  of  the  prpvinces  were  violated.    Normandy, 
reduced  to  two  fuperior  Councils,  had  feen  without 
commotion  the  right  of  having  a  Parliament  in  tho 
.province  taken  from  her.    The  States  of  Britany 
were  threatened  to  be  fupprefTed,  if  they  were  not 
,  pbedient  to  the  will  of  the  Court,,  and  they  became      ' 
Ltra^ablc.    The  liberty  of  the  citizens  was  not  more 
iftfpected.     Near  feven   hundred  Magiftrates  were 
•f  baniihrd,  the  prifons  were  glutted  with  captives,  the 
iPiinctB  of  the  Blood  were  difgraced^  and  kept  at       ...^ 
-  t<8b  diftance  from  the  C  jurt.   Such  was  the  Hate  of  the 
4»kingdom,  which  the  general  infcniibility;  rendered 
"more  defperate,  becaufe  it  prevented  any^  remedy  from 
■i  being  forefeen.  France  had  undoubtedly  experienced 
f)  paroxyfqds  infinitely  more  violent,  but  had  never  been 
'^plunged  into  (o  profound  and  dupid  a  lethargy.   In- 
.1T  dividuaU  had  no  energy,  and  all  bodies  of  men  were 
o^ediiccid  to  filence.    The  Nobility  of  a  frontier  pro- 
a  vince  having  afTembled  to  appeal  againft  the  infrac- 
tion of  their  privileges,  a  Commiflioner,  afllfted  by 
.  an  officer  of  the  Police,  had  the  boldnefs  to  ibparate 
sTr  the  members,  to  carry  off  feveral  of  them,  and  arrived 
s;:fafc  and  unmolefted  at  Paris  with  the  vidlims.     The 
Chiefs  of  the  nation  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  braved 
^ich  impunity  by  the  author  of  the  revolution ;  and 
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the  firil:  Prince  of  the  Blood  was  infuhcd,  even  in 
hit  paJace,  by  a  Miniftcr)  who,  upon  coming  out,  be« 
came  only  the  more  audftcious  and  impudent.  Pub-^ 
lications>  indeed,  and  pamphlets,  appeared,  containing 
muoh  excellent  matter,  but  which,  being-  neither 
avowed  nor  figned  by  any  one,  bore  no  marks  of  avt 
thenticity,  and  announced  rather  timidity  and  con* 
ftemation,  than  any  other  fentiment,  in  the  authorsi 
Two.  of  them  only  (one  of  whom  wrote  in  a  foreign 
country)  ventured  to  affix  their  names  { and  the  nation 
muft  Hoc  forget  to  record  thofe  defenders,  diftin? 
guifhcd  itill  more  by  their  zeal  than  by  their  high 
^  birth.  '  They  were  Count  Lauragais  and  the  Vifcount . 
d?Aubu0bn.  V 

But  it  was  hot  fufficiem  for  the  Chancellor  to 
have  put  a  ftop  to-  all  remonftrances^  to  have*  fltifled 
.^nvX  ^  even  thie  groans  and  lamentations  of  the  people^' and 

<    to  have  lulled  the  nation  while  upon  the  brink  of  the 
precipice}  it  was  alfo  neceiTary  to  take  care  thsitthe 
King  ihould  only.be  furrounded  with  pcrfons,  whofe 
burinefa  it  wa&  to  entertain  him  in  that  fatal  ftaficof. 
Security. to  which  the  Chancellor  had  brought, ;him»v 
and  to  quiet  his  anxiety  and  remorfe,  ever  re^dy  tq  ^ 
retarn*     It  was  in  this  view  that  he  hrd  formed  the 
Coiinpllof  members  intercded  in  maintaining  and 
cQnfii-i^^ing  jthe  revolution.    Since  the  difmifEon  pf 
^Ive  .Puke  de  jprailin,  the  marine  department  ha4 
conunued  vacant;  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  had  ,qnce, 
been  appointed  tp  it,  but  he  had  been  given  to  un«  > 
deri^and,  (hat  ic  was  improper  for  him  to  enter  intj^  , 
oiHjCc,juil  at  the  time  when  marked  out  to  the.pubt . 

.    lie, eye  by  defamatory  mcmqrials  from  the  States, of . 

Bricany,  which  were  ftill  fitting;  he  could  not  but , 

'      incrcaie  tJ;e  ferment  and  commotigns  i^rpong  thcmr 


that 
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Aacr  it;  was  neceflary  he  (botild  wait  till  he  had  been 
once  more  cleared  bf  the  Royal  dathorlty,  and  till 
men  were  »Uccleuied  to  view  him  \n  a  ilate  of  inno- 
cence, from  which  he  had  been  far  di^anc  fot  il'-long' 
dtne  paft..  The  Abbe  Terra!  had  been  intruded  in 
the  interim  with  the  adminiftratioii'  of«  this  deparc-- 
nnent,  and  would  have  been  very  wdt  pleitfedto  coh-' 
tinne  ic(  but  he.\irii8  too  Rvucb  wam^'td  d]i¥£l  the 
finances,  and  was  thereibre  fixed  CO  that  department, 
and  M.  de  Boynes  whs  appoinikl  to  rh«t  of  th^  nitVy. 
This  Was  giiren  hrhi  by  M.  de  MaOpeou,  as  a  t^^^ai^ 
for  the  fenrices  He.  had  rendered  htra  in  afllf^ing  his 
cfxracipnr:  .he  wasrparticixlariy  A'  violent  en^m^  to  t4ie 
parliaments,  very  well  calculated  to  haranguef '  ^In^ 
Gounctl,  and;  to  invalidate  the  ar^ments  of  any  tier- 
fon  who  fhould  venture  to  fpeak  in  their  favoiu^;^^>'^^ 

*^!^W0  months  after  this  the  Duke  d'AiguUloU  mA% '  6  June 
dedlaiied  Minifberof  foreign  affairs i  this  was  jino^hef ' 
excellent  acquifi  don  to  the'  rinti'-Parlisr^nentatypfcTf  * 
ty,  for  there  was  no  apprehenfion  tha^  fo  imputable^ 
an  adveffary  fhould  ever,  he  induced  to  change  his 
ientimencs,  '  The  war  department  had  been  rcfufed  * 
by  the  Count  du  Muy,  who,  unwilling  to  bend  the' 
knee  to  titcidol,  looked  upon  the  Court  as  too  cor^ 
rupr,  and  the  Miniftry  in  particular  as  too  abje^  for  ' 
him  to  be  conneftcd  with  them :  he  was  too  virtuous 
to  govern'  under  a  Prince  furrounded  with  every  kind  ' 
of  vi<^ei  and: Teemed,  in  a  word,  to  referve  hirtifdf 
by  infpiration  for  a  more  fortunate  period.    In  de^  ' 
fault  t>f  this  Nobleman,  who,  notwithflanding  all  his  ' 
aufterky;  was  in  fome  refpeflrs  weH  calculated  for  the  ' 
advancement  of  their  fyftem  by  his  religious  views* 
and  hii  connection  with  the  Clergy,  fo  zealous  in 
fupport  of  the  Chancenor*s  plans,  they  contented 

''''■'  themfelves 
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177 1 .     themfelves  with  the  Mafqulfs  de  Monteynard,  a  wciqc 
^^""^         man,  of  no  great,  merit  in  his  profefllon*  and  veiy 
ignorant  in  every  other  refpeft,  but  who«  at  leaib,  had 
iveitbcr  thp  abilities  nor  the  refolution  to  thwart  them, 
th^y  were  fure  of  the  Duke  de  la  Vrilliere,  who  had 
fp  many  rcaibns  to  dread  fhi  apparitions*,  and  like* 
wife  of  M*  Bertio,  a  man  of  low  cunning,  whofe  con-* 
du<5b,  w)^n  he  was  Comptroller-General,  had  anr 
nounced  his  inclination  to  defpotiiln.    Finally,  the. 
Abbe  Terrai,  above  all,  could  not  but  oppofe,  with 
jiiwAi    his  utmoit  ftrength,  a  repeal  which  would  be  fcarce 
■y  lef^  fatal  to  himfelf  thiin  to  M.  de  Maupeou.   -  '  ■  -^^ 

The  Chancellor  having  nothing  to  fear  on  the  pari  > 
diC;thc  Miniftry,  was  employed  in  determining,  by  de*-^! 
grees,  the  fupprefied  Ma^lrates  to  appear  to  ac-) 
quiefge  iii  his  Operation,  by  accepting  the  reimburfcr  ^ 
.laat?  ti^enttiof  their  expenccs.    He  imagined,  indeed,  that 
tHe  length  of  the  exile,  the  inconvenience  of  the^ 
fili^CfSi-aod  the  fear,  of  .lofing  the  proBts  of  their  ofr  < 
lices,  wQuld  have  an  effeO:  upon  mznyi  he  knew  tha^ ; 
f^vcral  of  them  waited  only  for  an  example^  and 
caufed  it  to  be  given  by  the  Chief  of  the  Company,  \ 
M.  d'Aligre,  who  ought  to. have  held  out  to  the  laft, ; 
was  the  firft  to  fign  his  refignation,  to  receive  the 
reimburfement  of  his  appointment,  and  to  appear  at 
the  Chancellor's.    The  fear  of  confinement,  which  1 
the  latter  threatened  him  with>  avarice,  and.  the  de-i 
fire  of  participating  agaiii'  in  the  pleafures'of  Paris, 
were  the  powerful  motives  which  determined  him,  ^ 
The  Great  Bench  foon  fQilowed  his  example,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  the  Counfcllprs  imitated  therrii  ; 

'•  IteveMans,  an  expreiTion  then  ufed  for  the  PafUaro.ent8|  as  'tk 
ha^  before  been  applied  to  (he  Jefuits, 
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thefe  naturally  drew  after  them  all  the  Parliaments 
of  the  provinces.  One  circumltance  particularly 
flattered  this  modern  reformer  *of  the  judicature ; 
this  was  to  fee  Marihal  BriiTac,  that  knight-errant  of 
a  i-omantic  turn,  worthy  of  the  times  of  antient  chi- 
valry, become  low  and  mean  by  dint  of  ambition, 
take  the  oath  as  Governor  of  Paris,  before  the  Sieur 
de  Sauvigny,  and  appear  without  Ihame  before  an  iU 
legal  tribunal,  reprobated  by  the  Princes,  by  part  of 
the  Dukes  and  Peers,  and  by  the  moft  numerous  apd 
moft  refpeftablc  part  of  the  nation.  But  the  defec- 
tion of  the  Princes,  which  happened  a  year  after,  was 
ftill  a  much  greater  triumph  to  M.  de  Maupeou. 
^  Thefc  Princes  were  known  to  be  Co  effeminate 
and  fervile,  that  their  proteft  had  been  read  with 
aftonilhment.  Not  that  this  compofition  had  given 
any  kind  of  fatisfadion }  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
'tedious,  diffufe,  perplexed,  full  of  law  terms,  and 
written  in  a  harlh  and  barbarous  ilile ;  and  would 
lefs  have  been  taken  for  the  expreffioh  of  the  fcriti- 
ment  of  the  generous  Chiefs  of  a  frank  and  loyal 
nation,  than  for  the  a6t  of  chicanery  of  fome  fubtle 
lawyer,  endeavouring  to  tie  down  the  client,  whofe 
probity  he  is  in  doubt  of*.  It  is  afferted,  that  this 
was  the  intention  of  the  perfonS  who  drew  it  up  i  who, 
taking  advantage  of  this  inftant  of  energy  in  thofe 
auguft  perfonages,  had  thus  confined  them  as  much 
as  they  could,  in  order  to  make  it  almoO:  impofftble 
for  them  to  retraft  j  by  caufing  them  previoufly  to 
proteft  againft  their  own  prefence  in  this  fingular 
mode  of  expreflion  j  if  our  bodies  could  he  thus  far  ccnr- 
Jfrainedi  they  would  otherwife  have  fuffered  them  to 
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go,  and  would  eveisi  hAve<f3(<:i,tedlhiefn  t^repjitridcllf 
Bedof  Juftioe,  ao?J  to  ffjteak  tliere  with  the  firmncf* 
which  l^jBcamcthepl  t  a  pr6cee!diBg,folemn,  authen- 
tic, and  icalculajjeii  CO  dif^Qr  the  &vei5al  courts  of  the 
nutbnt  and  to  fer^e  them  as  ti  center  of  rc-unioDi. 
The  fear§  <>f  the  authors  of  the  protcft  proved  to  be 
well  founded,  inafmuch  as  it  was  attended  with  no 
confequence^  on  the  par*t  of  the  J*rinc:cs.    The  Par* 
liaments  having  even  written  td  thens,  to  know  w^e^^ 
ther  the  printed  paniphlet,  diftributed  in. their  n&mei, 
was  acknowledged  by  them,  they  fliufifed,  and  jwt 
turned  only  a  vague  and  embarr^flcd  aof*er'j  i^icm 
which  the  Court  could  have  no.  dependence^  and 
confcquently  could  cake  no  vigorous  ftcps.;  ^^r/d'^k^  . 
/-M.  dc  Maupcou  ivas  not  ignonanic  oi"  tJicii?  dh*» 
rii^ter;  he  was  very  certain  that  ic  time  he'fhcoild 
detach  them  from  the  patriotic  party  j  with  this  view 
he  firft  endeavoured  to  raife  their  fears,  and  deter* 
mined  his  Majefty  to  ihew  his  indignation  by  banim»' 
ing  them.    The  marriage  of  the  Count  <)fProv5ence 
was  even  celebrated  without  them.    Count  Cier+ 
mont  was  fiill   alive;  he  was  ill,  and  uoablQ  to  g)i» 
out,  (b  that  the  conferences  had  been. holdep  at  hii 
faoufe,  antl  the  ad  driiwn  up  dbere.     He  had  tto^ 
hitherto  been  thought  capable  of  fuch  refiftance^ 
and  of  fuch  courage,  as  the  pjicfeat  dangers  of  die 
State,  and  his  own  iituation,  re<l|yired.    It  was  this 
Prince,  however,  who,  faerjficing  what  )vas  moft  dear 
to  him,  fet  the  example  to  otheiis^  And  cfpeicially  .to 
the  Prince  of  Condc  his  nephew^  whom  hercftrainccj 
as  long  as  he  lived.    Count  ClcnDont  had  received 
every  thing  he  poflcflcjd  from  the  bounties  of,  th(P 
King,  and  had  been  brought  up  with  his  Majcftyj 
who  honoured  him  with  a  particular  friendlhip.    He 
9  died 
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4kd  almpft  without  a£^ilance,  deprived  of  that  frlend- 
fliip  fo  far,  that  Lewis  XV.  did  not  deign  to.  ipake 
4u^y  inquiries  ^ter  hij  health.  3ut  if  he  tJoft  tho 
g9pd  grace^  pf  his  mafter,  he;was  thoroughly  iodean-r 
nificd  by  the  good-will  of  the  nation>  and  by  the 
|cars  they  fhed  upon  his  tomb.;::.,'^  u,  .  .\,-ii*ov?it 
.  After  the  deAth  of  the  unclp,  M.  de  Maupeoii 
flattered  himiielf  that  he  could  more  eafily  feduce  the 
nephew,  knowi|i^  him  to '  be  ambitious :  he  knewi 
that  the  Count  d'Artois,  the  third  fon  of  France  to 
be  married,  had  an  inclination  for  MademoifeUe^ 
and  caufed  it  to  be  infinuated  to  him  by  crafty 
emifTaries,  that  this  was  the  time  to  draw  near  to 
the  Court,  and  to  make  an  advantage  of  the  pa/Eon 
of  th:»  young  Prince,  before  any  foreign  Princefs 
Ihou!  '  propofedfor  him.  Eighteen  months  ftiU 
paflect  '  u«>re  the  negotiation  fucceededt  but  ihe. 
want  of  money  beginning  to  be  felt,  was  another 
powerful  motive  reprefcnted  to  him,  and  inliilcd 
upon,  particularly  by  the  people  of  the  houfehold  of 
his  Highnefs,  who  were  tired  of  Receiving  neither 
moiiey  nor  favours.  At  length  the  Chancellor, had 
the  iatisfaftion  to  read  a  letter  of  fubmiiTion  to  the 
King^  written  by  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Duke 
of  Bourbon.  ,  The  latter,  though  married,  was  yet 
only  a  child.  The  profpeft  of  the  blue  ri!DaQd,.of 
which  he  had  been  difappointcd  at  an  age  when  the 
Princes  of  the  blood  are  decorated  wich  it,  was  the 
frivolous  baiibie  which  influenced  him.  ^j 

The  Dukes  of  Orleans  and  Chak*cres  foon  followed 
this  example.  The  firft  was  prompted  by  a  woman, 
of  quality,  afpiring  to  the  honour  of  fucceeding  the. 
iirll:  Princefs  of  the  blood.  Madame  dc  MontefTon 
had  kept  this  projeft  in  view  for  fcvcral  year$,  -and 
,    .  this 


«J9 

i77«. 


iA 


Dec. 


240 

1772. 


V 


THE  l>RIVAtfe   LIFE 

this  wil9  the  Iad)r  employed  by  M.  de  Maiipedu^'who 
was  To  well  (killed  in  availing  hinnfblf  of  e^ery  mode 
ofxonnption*  He  gave  her  to  underftand^  that  the 
rettira  of  Her  lover  to  Court,  by  her  perfuafionsy 
would  be  the  bcft  inethod  of  acquiring  the  King's 
favour,  at  leaft  of  gaining  over  the  Couhtefs  Pubarrij 
who  nnight  fupport  her  pretentions  with  his  Majefty* 
The  Prince  of  Conti  only  remained  unlhaken ;  and 
did  not  repent  of  it,  inafmuch  as  by  this  behaviour 
iie  more  effectually  attraded  the  attention  of  the 
nation,  and  became  their  idol.  It  is  aflerted,  that 
thole  abominable  veries  were  compofed  at  Court,  in 
which  he  was  reprefented  with  a  whip  in  his  hand^ 
chaftizing  the  other  Princes,  who  had  degraded  and 
debafed  themfelves,  and  werebecome  the  fportof  the 
Chancellor,  and  the  agents  of  defpotifm.  ''^ 

There  only  remained  the  protefting  Peers,  who, 
from  the  beginning,  had  fiot  much  alarmed  the 
Chancellor,  flnce  he  had  not  even  deigned  to  banifh 
them.  The  manner  in  which  they  had  protefted, 
merely  by  (eparate  writings,  depodted  in  the  hands 
of  notaries,  from  whence  they  might  withdraw  them^ 
whenever  they  chofe,  already  announced  their  pu- 
liUanimity.  Accordingly,  they  had  always  remained 
at  Court,  about  the  King's  perfoh,  and  in  the 
fundions  of  their  offices.  Some  of  them  only  had 
been  deprived  of  their  governments,  from  the  fear 
that  they  might  not  fulfil  with  fufficient  2eal  the 
commiflion^  they  might  be  intruded  with,  as  bein^ 
repugnant  to  their  way  of  thinking.  Befides,  the 
eccle0aftical  Peers,  and  the  majority  of  the  others, 
favoured  the  operation.  The  Archbilh(^  of  Paris 
had  been  feen  to  officiate  before  the  new  Pariian:ient, 
and  we  have  mentionqd  the  Duke  de  Bril&c's  appear* 

in^;^ 
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ing  there  as  a  vafTali  without  a  fword,  and  taking  the 
oath.  But  neither  of  them  had  been  inflalled,  br.had 
taken  their  feats  there,  fo  that  the  title  of  Court  of 
Peers  was  ftill  refufed  to  them.  The  King  him- 
fclf,  with  his  ufual  inconfiftencyi  fhewed  no  great 
cdnfideration  for  this  tribunal,  which  he  did  not  look 
upon  as  his  own^  but  as  that  of  M.  de  Maupeoii. 
This  Minifter  was  little  concerned  at  this  obftacle; 
he  was  ferifible  that  he  might  avail  himfclf  of  the 
fame  indifference,  to  induce  his  mafter  to  take  a  ftepi 
which  he  was  watching  the  proper  opportunity  to 
propofe.  He  had  other  powerful  coadjiitori  in  the 
Royal  Famiiyi  and  Madame  Louife  was  undoubtedly 
the  moft  aftive  among  them. 

This  Princefs,  much  beloved  by  heratigiift  father-*- 
who,  after  having  oppofed  her  retreat  for  a  long  tinier 
had  it  length  confentedtoit — was  become  the  dearer 
to  him  on  that  account.  Tired  of  the  wearifomo- 
nefs  of  the  Court,  (he  had  taken  the  refolution  ap- 
parently to  forfake  the  world,  in  order  to  Ihine  more 
confpicuOufly  in  it ;  not  that  fhe  had  fbrmed  any  de- 
fign  of  this  kind ;  on  the  contrary,  (he  really  ftippofed 
that  Ihe  was  obeying;  a  fuperrtatural  vocation,  while 
Ihe  was  only  following  the  impulfe  oif  a  rtftlefs  mind, 
fatigued  and  tormented  with  it's  own  ihutilityj  and 
th^King^  >Vho  wa^  not  4wafe  of  this  peculiar  turn  of 
ambitionj  feeing  nothing  more  in  his  daughter  than 
a  ri\iUy  taken  up  with  the  chirms  of  an  afcetic  life, 
ofteh  vifited,'  arid  intruded  her  with  hia  fecrct 
thoughts.  The  Chancellor  was  apprized  of  all  the 
advantage  he  might .  reap  from  this  intimacy.  By 
the  infinuations  of  the  grave  perfonages  who  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  that  Princefs,  he  had  wrought 
vppn  her  ruling  paflion.  She  had  been  given  to 
^     Vol.  IV.  R  underftand. 
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iindcmand,  that  it  was  for  the  intcreft  of  Heaven 

"    that  Ihc  Ihould  favour  the  work  of  M.  de  Maupeou, 

and  that  ihe  Ihouid  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  the 

party,  in  order  to  govern  the  religion  of  France.    So 

.powerful  a  motive  had  determined  her  to  accede  to 

•  thefe  fuggeftions,  which  were  Co  conformable  to  her 

inclination ;  and,  thinking  fhe  could  do  nothing  more 

,  .-agreeable  to  God,  than  to  concur  in  the  extirpation 

1  -of  the  ancient,  and  in  the  profperity  of  the  new  Ma- 

,giftracy,  fhe  had  the  total  completion  of  the  revo- 

;  'iution  as  much  at  heart  as  the  author  of  it.    It  is 

^afferted,  that  the  latter,  the  better  to  impofe  upon 

'this  zealous  novice,  refpeding  his  religious  Viewi, 

,  had,  by  an  abominable  deceit,  invoked  the  afiiftanoe 

i-ef  the  Holy  Gfaoft  in  her  prefence,  by  pat^takihg  of 

the  moft  awful  of  all  myfteries  j_  and  that  from  tinne 

t  Tto  time  he  renewed  this  hypocritical  farce.     Kow- 

tvier  this  may  be>  he  thus  contrived  to  unite  in  his 

favour  the  powers  of  heaven  and  hell,  and  to  infuce 

the  concurrence  of  vice  and  virtue,  of  the  King^s 

-miftrefs,   and   of  his  auguft  daughter.    If  ip  the 

%iconfli(5fc  of  fa<?tions  with  which  the  Court  of  the 

} -loFmer  was  agitated,  his  was  fometimcs  forced  to 

f yield,  he  had  kept  a  refource  in  the  conftant  fup- 

»portof  the  latter,  which  was  affured  to  him,4>y  all 

:«hofe  who  furrooiided  Madame  Louife,  intereftcd  in 

iithe  raifing  of  his  edifice.    Certainly  with  fo  little 

<^licacy  in  the  nmeans,  it  was  not  poflible  to  «lifplay 

i greater  ability  in  liis  conduft.    Every  circumftance 

'Was propitious  to  the  Chancellor  j  hefaw  his  train  in-. 

^cVeaied  even  by  his  enemies.    The  Council  was 

,,*iiMed  with  members  who  had  accepted  the  reinl- 

vburiement  of  their  places,  and  the  moik  fanguine  pa- 

5  trjots  began  to  defpair  of  the  public  weal  j  when  an 

**■- ■  r-  .  event. 
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event,  which  he  had  no  reafon  fo  foon  to  apprehend,  1772. 
overthrew  his  work  and  himfelf.  The  better  to 
conceive  this  happinefs,  let  us  take  a  review  of  what 
was  paffing  at  this  period  in  the  feveral  departments  j 
let  us  fee  into  what  a  degree  of  low  debauchery 
Lewis  XV.  was  plunged,  and  how  much  negleft  and 
contempt  he  experienced,  as  well  from  foreigners  as 
from  his  own  people. 

'I'he  capacity  of  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  for  foreign 
affairs  could  not  be  called  in  queftion,  and  yet  it 
was  not  without  difficulty  that  he  had  acquired  fome 
confideration  in  that  department.  The  Courts  of  ' 
Vienna  and  Madrid  faw  him  "*'ith  reluftance  fillins  a 
poft  to  which  their  wifhes  were  inceflantly  recalling 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul.  In  all  probability,  had  he 
been  in  adminiftration,  the  Emperor  would  never  ' 
have  taken  a  part  in  the  divifion  of  Poland  j  an  a<5fc 
not  lefs  difgraceful  to  the  Sovereigns  who  accom- 
plilhed  it,  than  to  thofe  who  remained  the  filent  and 
unaflive  fpeftators.  It  is  no  part  of  our  plan  to 
enter  into  the  detail  and  difcuflion  of  this  incredible 
event  j  but  merely  to  obferve  how  much  the  Court 
of  France  was  become  infignificant  and  defpifed  by 
other  nations;  fince,  without  fear  of  it's  refentment, 
the  reciprocally  dividing  Powers  did  not  begin  to 
communicate  their  treaty  to  the  former,  till  after  the 
execution  of  it. 

There  had  been  no  Minifters  for  a  long  time'at^ 
Warfaw  j  where,  the  Ambaflador  having  more  cre- 
dit than  the  King,  France  would  only  have  ad^cd  a 
fubalterii  part,  incompatible  with  her  dignity.  Her 
MinilVers  in  the  neighbouring  Courts  did  indeed 
give  indireft  intelligence  of  what  was  pafllng,  bot 
the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  paid   little  attention  to  it; 
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1772.  whether  it  were  that  he  could  not  give  credit  to  a 
convention  fo  difficult  to  be  brought  about,  or 
whether  he  were  convinced  that  his  mailer,  preferring 
his  tranquillity  to  his  glory,  would  be  very  well 
pleafed  at  having  efc^ped  the  trouble  of  interfering  in 
a  negotiation,  which  could  not  poflibly  be  prevented 
without  (hewing  a  degree  of  firmnefs  to  which  he 
was  more  than  ever  inadequate.  This  caufed  him 
to  be  accufed  of  negligence,  and  injured  him  in  the 
*  opinion  of  Lewis  XV. ;  who,  recolleding  that  he  had 
been  the  pacifier  of  Europe,  and  comparing  that 
exalted  character  with  the  abjcft  one  he  was  now 
made  to  aflume,  exclaimed  with  forrow :  Alas !  if 
Choijeul  had  been  hercy  this  would  not  have  hapfemd. 

■  This  exclamation  was  only  the  momentary  effort  of 
a  mind  which  formerly  had  had  fome  Ihare  of  eleva- 
tion ;  and  which  foon  funk  again  into  it's  abjed 
ftate.  Lewis  XV.  forgot,  in  the  arms  of  his  miftrefs, 
all  the  bitternefs  of  this  fatal  intelligence ;  and,  being 
reconciled  with  his  Minifter  by  the  mediation  of 
Madame   Dubarri,  did  not  receive  him   lefs  gra- 

"^     cioufly  the  next  day.  'ori/fiov 

919  Aug.  '  The  revolution  of  Stockholm — the  account  of 
which  is  equally  foreign  to  our  plan,  but  which  was 
executed  under  the  aufpices  of  Franct — made  a  for- 
•tupate  diverlion,  and  proved,  that  under  another 
Monarch,  and  in  lefs  difficult  circumftances,  the  Duke 
d'Aiguillon  might  have  fupported  the  dignity  of 
the  government. 

■     The  prefent  King  of  Sweden,  while  he  wai  only 

Prince  Royal,  came  to  France  precifely  at  the  time  of 

,the  troubles  of  the  Magiftracy.     He  had  been  a 

witnefs  of  the  corruption  and  meannefs  of  the  Court, 

as  wcU  as  of  the  depredation  of  the  finances,  atid  he 

■  •.  .  'iHf'if  ^fJv*  had 
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had  fticn  the  ncccflity  of  not  fuffcring  the  fubfidies 
due  to  the  Monarch  his  father  to  remain  any  longer 
in  arrears.  The  Miniftry  for  foreign  affairs  being 
at  that  time  vacant,  he  had  been  obliged  to  treat 
immediately  with  Lewis  XV  :  he  had  admired  at 
once  his  fagacity,  and  his  taile  for  triBes,  although 
he  likewife  employed  himfelf  in  amufcments  of  a 
higher  nature.  One  day,  after  having  converfed 
with  him  upon  political  matters,  that  Prince  gave 
him  a  quantity  of  curious  feeds,  which  he  had  ga- 
thered at  Trianon  with  his  royal  hands,  and  com- 
miflioned  him  to  make  a  prefent  of  them  to  the 
famous  Linnasus,  who  was  (lill  alive,  firft  pHyfician 
to  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  of  fuperior  (kill  in  bo» 
tany.  This  attention  would  undoubtedly  have 
•  made  the  Prince  Royal  conceive  a  high  idea  of  the 
exercifes  of  Lewis  XV.  and  of  his  tafte  for  the 
fciences,  if  he  had  not  had  occafion  to  obferve,  from 
the  little  confideration  his  Majefty  had  for  the  men 
of  learning  in  his  kingdom,  that  his  only  view  was 
toamufe  himfelf  and  to  kill  time. 

The  Prince  Royal,  in  the  converfations  he  had 
with  the  King,  had  founded  him  with  refped  to  the 
.^evolution  he  meditated  in  Sweden,  in  order  to  refcue 
that  kingdom  from  the  ftate  of  anarchy  it  was  in, 
and  to  overthrow  and  fubdue  the  ariftocratic  power^ 
by  re-eftablifhing  in  all  it's  force  the  antient  liberty 
of  the  people,  and  of  the  Prince,  whom  the  Senate 
had  equally  enflaved.  He  had  made  the  Monarch 
underftand  the  intereft  which  France  had  in  this,  by 
ftrengthening  her  ally,  which  might  be  ufeful  to  her9 
an  the  affairs  of  the  North,  in  proportion  to  it's 
power.  When  this  young  Prince  afcended  the 
ihron?,  he  pvrfycd  the  execution  qf  hi$  defign  witji 
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177a.     ftill  greater   ardour  j    the  Duke   d'Aiguillon    had 
"  adopted  itj  the  Count  de  Vcrgenncs,  Ambafiador 

from  France  to  that  Court,  was  fent  there  as  a  per- 
fon  well  calculated,  by  his  experience  and  by  his 
counfels,  to  direft  the  Monarch.  Troops  were  to 
arrive  there  with  warlike  (lores,  and  efpecially  a  great 
deal  of  money  to  bribe  the  Chiefs.  The  firmners  of 
the  young  Monarch  had  fupplied  the  place  of  all 
thefe  fuccours  ;  and,  having  feized  the  favourable  in- 
ftant,  he  had  foreftalled  the  appointed  period,  and  in 
the  fpace  of  fifty-four  hours  had  caft  off  the  (hackles, 
and  re-aflTumed  the  reins  of  empire,  in  the  manner 
they  had  been  guided  by  Guftavus  Adolphus,  and  as 
'  they  had  been  direded  till  the  year  1680. 

The  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  in  order  to  a(rume  fome 
'  ■  Confequence,  as  foon  as  the  news  of  the  anticipated 
i^evolution  arrived,  had  caufed  the  department  for 
foreign  a(Fairs  to  print  with  dilpatch  a  circumftantial . 
narrative  of  all  that  had  happened  in  Sweden,  from 
the  19th  to  the  a  I  (t  of  Auguft.  An  infinite  num* 
ber  of  copies  were  diftributed|T<a//V;  and  he  received 
congratulations  upon  this  event,  as  if  he  had  been  the 
real  author  of  it;  this  circumftance  reflected  a  kind 
of  luftre  upon  his  adminiftration,  and  gained  him  a 
degree  of  influence  with  the  foreign  Amba(radors, 
and  efpecially  with  that  of  Spain,  who  had  before 
refufed  to  tranfad  bu(inefs  with  him.  His  Catholic 
Majefty,  feeing  all  his  hoftile  projefts  againft  the 
£ngli(h  overthrown,  could  not  but  be  diflatisfied 
with  him  for  this,  as  alfo  for  the  mortifications  he 
experienced  from  his  rivals  j  who  took  advantage  of 
their  being  certain  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  French 
Monarch,  which  partook  ftill  more  of  apathy  than 
of  peace.  The  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  to  maintain  him- 
self 
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fclf  in  place,  was  fo  well  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  177 
avoiding  all  altercations  with  thofe  iOanders,  that,  ■ 
dreading  the  praftices  of  the  Count  dc  Guign^s,  his 
Majcfty's  Ambaffador  at  London — a  creature  qf  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  entirely  devoted  to  his  party,  and. 
for  that  reafun  capable  of  intriguing  and  caballing  to> 
diiirurb  the  harnaony  that  fubfided  between  the  Courts- 
—  he  favoured  the  accufation  of  his  Secretary, 
againd  him,  and  obliged  him  to  return,  to  plead  his 
qaufe  in  Council  againfl  this  dependent. 

But  the  circumllance  that  had  particularly  flat« 
tered  the  King,  and  increafcd  the  credit  of  the  Duke. 
d'Aiguillon,  was  the  dexterity  with  which  he  had, 
engaged  the  Princes,  at  their  return  to  Court,  to      ♦j,\ 
vifit  the  Countefs  Dubarri,  and  to  pay  their  refpefts 
to  her.   It  muft  not  be  imagined,  that,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  bring  about  this  reconciliation,  he  had  dif- 
ferent views  from  the  Chancellor  ;  and  that  he  had 
thoughts  of  uniting{himfelf  with  them,  to  procui-c 
the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  Parliament.     Thefe  io- 
iinuations  were  fuggeded  in  fome  fatirical  pamphlet^ 
q£  the  time,  which  afTeded   a  great  deal  of  confi- 
deration  for  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon ;  not  that  the  au-  ' 
thors  of  them  had  really  any  faith  in  his  converfion, 
but  it  is  probable  that  their  policy  was  to  fow  the     , 
feeds  of  difcord  between  thefe  two  perfons,  and  to  ex- 
cite them  reciprocally  to  deftroy  each  other.  In  faft, 
they  were  not  upon  good  terms;  the  infinuating  and 
imperious  turn  of  M.  de  Maupeou  could  not  conci- 
liate itfelf  for  a  confiderable  time  with  that  of  his  rival : 
who  was  not  long  before  he  thwarted  him>  and  kept 
him  away  from  the  Court  of  the  favourite  j  but  this     ^ 
wa$  only  to  pi^vcnp  him  from  acquiring  top  much 
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1774.     fway,  and  not  to  dcftroy  his  work,  which  conftitutcd 
"  the  fecurity  and  tranquillity  of  all  the  Miniftcrs. 

Befides,  the  Duke  d'Aiguillon  was  too  implacable 
an  enemy  to  bring  about  the  return  of  the  Magi- 
ftrates  i  for  this  refloration  might  be  attended  with 
fatal  confequences  ;  it  would  have  been  the  means  of 
reviving  the  cabal  of  the  Choifeuls,  the  remains  of 
which,  on  the  contrary,  he  purfued  with  animofity. 
The  difguft  which  the  Baron  de  Breteuil  received — 
w!io  was  appointed  to  the  embafly  of  Vienna,  but  who 
could  not  go,  and  was  fuccecded  by  Prince  Lewis- 
was  attributed  to   the  Baron's   attachment  to  that 
party.     The  affair  of  the  Baftillc,  alfo,  took  it's  rife 
30  Aug.    in  the  fpirit  of  revenge.     The  neceffity  of  punilhing 
fome  factious  perfons,  who  were  endeavouring  to  fo-  « 
iricnt  diflcnfions  in  Germany,  the  feeds  of  a  future  ji 
war,  fcrved  for  a  pretence.     A  Sieur  Dumourier,  a  | 
young  officer  full  of  wit  and  talents,  formerly  fenc 
into  Poland  by   M.    de  Choifeul,  was  accufed   of  i  . 
continuing  a  charafter  with  which  he  was  no  longest) 
tnvefted.  He  was  arrefted  at  Hambourg,  and  brought;- 
to  the  Baftille,  to  which  place  his  correfpondents  inv 
Paris  were  alfo  conduced  j  and,  the   matter  being.; 
traced  up  to  Count  Broglio,  the  Duke  d'Aiguilloni  • 
made  his  Majefty  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  bani{h-\ 
Ing  that  Nobleman,  who  was  appointed  AmbalTador  • 
Extraordinary  to  |go  to  meet  the  future  Counted  . 
(d'Artois.     He  had  afked  permiffion  to  go  as  far  as 
Turin,    from  which   the   Minifter  concluded  that 
the  Count,   a   turbulent  and  aftivc  man,  wanted 
to  intrigue  in  that  Court  againft  him.     An  infoleiit 
letter  which  he  received   from  him  rendered   thc>: 
ftflfair  more  ferious  j  and  his  difgrace  was  refblved  upon. 

"■  ■'•  >•■■■■     ■    °     ■      ■_    w 
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The  King  did  not  the  lefs  admit  him  to  the  part)  of 
Choify,  to  which  he  had  invited  him  j  he  had  the 
honour  to  eat  with  him,  and  to  make  his  party  at 
backgammon  {  and,  at  his  return  to  Paris,  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  his  Majcfty,  which  commanded  . 
him  to  repair  to  RufFec.     This  occafioned  the  Duke 
de  Choifeul,  who  was  acquainted  with  all  the  pre    . 
tentions  of  this  ambitious  man,  to  fay  with  plea-  - 
fantry  : — /  always  knew  him  to  be  a  weak-bi  <ided  man, 
one  who  does  things  the  wrong  way.     He  has  taken  the 
Minifiry  by  the  tail! 

The  Duke  d'Aiguillon  would  fain  have  availer^ 
himfelf  of  his  influence  to  rellore  his  good  friends 
the  Jefuits :  they  had  a  glimpfe  of  hope ;  they  ap- 
peared again  with  impunity;  they  were  employed 
by  the  Bifliops  in  the  apoftolic  labours ;  the  p  jI- 
pits  and  confeffionals  were  full  of  them;  they  even 
iniinuated   themfelves  in  the  education  of  youth, 
from  which  they   had    been    exprefsly    excluded  j 
they  condufled  the  journals,  and  periodical  writings, 
which  determine  the  judgment  of  the  multitude, 
with  refpeft  to  compofitions,  opinions,  and  events. 
They  were  fubal terns  in  the  Miniftry,  and  fome  of 
them  occupied  pofts  even  in  the  Dip?  "rnatic  body. 
A  general  union  was  again  eltablifhed  bci  /veen  them; 
they  correfponded  with  each  other,  not  only  from 
one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  bi^t  from  both 
the  extremities  of  the  univerfe      Unfortunately,  the 
Minifters  of  France  and  Spain,  at  Rome,  did  not  co- 
operate with  this  toleration ;  they  purfued  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  Company  with  indefatigable  ardour, 
and,  taking  advantage  of  the  afcendant  they  had  obr 
tained  over  the  Holy  Father,  they  at  length  ex- 
torted that  Bull,  which  policy  had  made  Ganganelli 
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promife  to  iflue,  in  order  to  obtain  the  Papal  Crown, 
and  which  that  fame  policy  ought  to  have  pi  evented 
him  from  figning.  Hia  Majefty,  to  teftify  his  fatis- 
fa^ion,  caufed  Avignon,  and  the  county  of  Venaifiin, 
to  be  returned  to  his  Holinefs. 

Such  are  the  principal  events  which  forn^  the 
pidurc  of  the  adminillration  of  the  Duke  d'Aiguil- 
lon;  which  would  have  been  tolerably  well  filled  up 
during  the  three  years  of  his  Miniftry,  if  the  reverfc 
did  not  prefent  to  Qur  view  the  difgraceful  meafures 
he  employed  to  maintain  himfelf  in  power; — if  wc 
did  not  behold  in  it  his  mean  fervility  to  Madame 
£)ubarri>  a  fervility  which  he  forced  the  Dutchefs  his 
wife  to  concur  in  ; — if  he  had  not  lowered  his  dig- 
nity fo  far,  as  to  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  abufed  by  the 

•5.  w«/j*who  furrounded  the  favourite,  by  all  thofe 
Dubarris,  who  were  for  ever  reproaching  him  with 
;  the  obligations  he  had  to  them,  and  required,  in  re- 
turn, an  abfolute  dependence  from  him  ; — if,  conti- 
puing  the  fame  meafures  he  had  employed  in  his 
government,  and  being  now  able  to  make  a  more 
extenfive  ufe  of  them,  he  had  not  encouraged  fpies 
and  informers  j — if,  violating  the  fecrets  of  the  poft 
of  the  State,  of  which  his  place  made  him  mafter,  he 
had  not  carried  his  infamy  fb  hr  as  to  make  public, 

.^  to  keep  back,  and  fometimes  entirely  to  fupprels 
letters  S-— if,  by  a  fearch  as  troublefome  as  it  was 

rt.^  odious,  even  into  foreign  prefTcs,  he  had  not  forced 

,1?  truth,  which  was^  ready  to  come  forth,  to  remain  in 
oblivion  ;««-in  a  word,  if,  being  mafter  of  the  letters 
4e  Cachet,  he  had  not  multiplied,  ad  infinitum^  this 
abufe  of  authority,  not  only  againft  any  perfon  who 


/  ,1  'k 


Fcrfoos  fit  f^c  the  gallowi. 


..f:;mo^q 


WW 


no{j 


OF     LEWIS     XV.      k 

was  guilty,  but  even  who  was  fufpefted  by  liim. 
The  fall  of  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard,  which  he 
occafioned,  and  accelerated  by  means  of  his  pro- 
tcfbrefs,  in  order  to  enrich  himfclf  with  his  fpoils, 
was  the  laft  ftroke  of  infamy  with  which  the  Duke 
d'Aiguillon  was  reproached  j  who,  while  he  was  em- 
ployed in  many  afts  of  iniquity,  was  fcnfible  of 
the  neceffity  of  doing  fome  good,  and  of  acquiring 
creatures  by  that  means :  his  department  furnifhed 
him  with  few  occafions  of  difpenfing  favours;  he 
afpired  to  that  of  the  War,  as  the  beft  calculated  to 
fulfil  his  views. 
-  If  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard,  who  was  in  pof- 
feflion  of  it,  had  not  fhewn  the  fame  refolution  as 
the  Count  du  Muy,  in  refufing  to  affociatc  with 
colleagues  fo  much  difgraced,  he  could  not,  at  leaft, 
be  reproached  with  any  aft  of  infamy,  or  of  intrigue. 
He  had  not  the  leaft  idea  of  his  promotion,  when  he 
Was  taken  from  his  fire-fide  at  Grenoble,  and  con- 
duced to  Verfailles  :  whether  it  were  that  this  news 
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/did  not  infpire  him  with  any  joy,  or  whether  he  re- 
'  ^  ftrained  himfelf,  he  received  it  with  fo  little  emotion, 
that  none  of  the  by-ftanders  fufpefted  the  event. 
He  was  indebted  for  it  to  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
flattered  with  the  idea  of  creating  a  Miniftcr,  and 
not  doubting,  befides,  that,  from  motives  of  grati- 
tude, the  Marquis  would  enter  into  his  fecret  views 
refpeding  the  poft  of  Grand  Mafter  of  the  Ordon- 
nance,  which  he  was  defirous  of  having  re-eftablifh- 
cd  in  his  favour.  The  difgrace  of  the  Princes,  by 
delaying  the  expeftations  of  his  Highncfs,  gave  the 
Marquis  time  to  adapt  himfelf  to  the  turn  of  the 
Court;  and,  after  having  made  many  promifes  to 
his  bencfaftor,  and  having  amufcd  him  for  a  long 

,  .  time, 
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177 J.      time,  he  could  not  take  the  rcfolution  of  difmcm- 
''""^        bering  his  poft  fo  much,  and  kept  the  whole. 

The    Prince    of    Conde    himfclf    was    fecretly 
prompted  by  a  more  artful  inftigator,  the  Count  de 
Maillebois,  who  had  at  firfl  excited  him  to  point 
.  out  the  Commandant  of  Dauphiny  to  his  Majefty. 

He  would  have  mentioned  himfelf,  if  he  had  dared, 
for  he  had  gradually  drawn  nearer  to  the  Court  for 
fome  time  pad.     With  this  view  he  had  infinuated 
himfelf  with  the  favourite,  being  fenfible  that  he 
never  could  have  fo  fair  an  opportunity.     The  ex- 
^      ample  of  the  Duke  d*Aiguillon  encouraged  him,  but 
he  was  not  yet  fufficiently  fixed.     The  tribunal  of 
the  Marfhals  of  France,  the  remonftrances  of  which 
he  dreaded,  was  in  higher  credit  at  that  time  than 
the  Parliament.     He  therefore  firft  conceived  the 
'      idea  of  founding  this  tribunal,  and,  by  caufmg  a  mi- 
litary man,  his  friend,  to  be  appointed  to   the  Mi- 
niilry,  was  in  hopes  of  entering  again  into  employ- 
ment.    If  he  could  attain  this  firfl:  point,  having 
had  the  precaution  to  chufe  an  infignificant  man,  of 
confined  talents,  and  little  ambition,  he  forefaw  the 
poliibility   of  fupplanting   him  with   eafe,-  and  of 
comparing  his  delign  by  this  oblique  and  tardy, 
but  more  certain  method.     Accordingly,  one  of  the 
ifirft  operations  of  the  new  Secretary  for  the  War  de- 
.  partment — convinced  of  the  talents  of  Count  Mail- 
lebois, and  defirous  of  acknowledging  the  obliga- 
.  tions  he  had  to  the  late  Marfhal,  his  father — was  to 
give  him  one  of  the  three  places  of  Director  General 
..of  the  army,  which  he  created  in  order  to  facilitate 
his  promotion  to  the  Miniftry.     This  attempt  was 
not  fuccefsful.     The  Marlhals  of  France  affembled 
vpQn^th(^  matter,  and  prefente^  a  Memorial  (0  the 
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King,  which  drew  from  his  Majefty  an  anfwer  little 
agreeable  to  them,  and  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  accufcd  j  although  it  had  it's* c^feft,  inafmuch  as 
he  was  removed  from  his  appointment.  •  Soon  after, 
indeed.  Count  Maillebois  obtained  the  command  of 
the  upper  Languedoc,  and  fince  that  time  has  openly 
fet  both  his  judges  and  the  public  at  defiance.  This 
was  Hill  the  confequence  of  the  firft  attempt,  which 
did  no  honour  to  the  Minifter.  •■'  -i^- 

He  condu(Sled  himfelf  better  in  other  particulars. 
One  of  his  principal  objeds  was  to  reduce  the  ex- 
pences  of  his  department,  carried  to  an  exceffive  de- 
gree under  his  predeceffor.     He  endeavoured  to  re- 
ilore  order  and  emulation  among  the  troOps,  which 
were  abfolutely  deftroyed  under  the  defpotic  admi- 
nidration  of  the  former  Minifler,  who,  by  difmiiTions 
and  arbitrary  appointments,  had  fbbverted  the  har- 
mon;  pf  the  feveral  corps.     He  put  a  flop  to,  or 
.fuppfefled,  thofe  dangerous  innovations  of  a  man  of 
turbulent  genius,  greedy  of  fame,  and  not  fcrupulous 
in  the  means  of  acquiring  it.     Defcrtion  was  fo  fre- 
quent, that  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  ellablifhed  a 
•chain  of  polls  upon  the  frontiers,  which  produced 
an  expence  of  one  million  t\yo  hundred  thouiand 
livres*per  annum.     M.  dc  Monteynard  fupprcflcd 
this  eftablifhment,  from  conviflion  that  good  treat- 
ment would  remedy  this  evil  more  effcftually  than  re- 
ftraint.  Befides,  he  introduced  honorary  rewards,  cal- 
culated to  prefcrve  a  ftock  of  old  foldiers,and  to  form 
=f  new  ones;  and  a  gradual  increafe  of  pay,  which,  at  that 
^pef  iod,  formed  only  a  trifling  obje6b  of  expence,  but 
^r^hich  might  One  day  become  very  burthenfomcia  cir- 
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eumllance  he  had  not  fufficiently  attended  to.  Hft 
change  of  the  militia  into  provincial  regiments, 
and  his  otdonnantes  refpedling  thofc  regiments, 
were  very  well  judged.  By  forming  them  nearly 
upon  the  plan  of  the  antient  infantry,  the  number  of 
troops  was  immediately  augmented  in  time  of  war ; 
the  abufes  that  had  been  introduced  in  railing  of 
men,  and  completing  the  regiments,  were  avoided; 
the  burthen  upon  "he  people  was  diminiflied  5  and 
fubjedt^  w«re  preferved  for  agriculture.  Such  were 
the  advantages  obtained  under  the  adminiftration  of 
the  Marquis  de  Monteynard,  either  by  his  own  fugr 
gtiftidns,  or  thoie  ef  his  advifers.  As  he  was  flow, 
heavy,  dnd  minute,  in  bufinefs,  he  did  not  make  any 
greac-  progrefs,  which  contributed  not  a  little  to 
difg4»ft  Lewis  XV.  end  to  give  his  competitors  full 
fcope  agaiiift  him;  for  he  was  fcarce  got  into  office, 
vhen:  rfiere  was  a  tjtlk  of  difmiffing  him.  ,  Thfc 
King,  however,  who  ^w  in  him  the  mod  honeft 
man  among  his  MiniOrers,  ftrove  for  fome  time 
^aitift  the  cabal.  It  niufi  happen  at  laft^  faid  he,  for 
J  am  the  trUy  one  who  Jkpports  him.  The  Court  Martial 
of  the  Imralids  was  the  circumftance  that  increa(ed 
the  ftorm  againft  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard.  H-i& 
inteadpas  were  good  and  pure ;  he  tried,  in  the  Up- 
rightdefs  of  his  heart,  to  carry  a  fcrutiniz^ing  eye  into 
the  enormous  and  habitual  depredations  which  were 
pra^tifed  for  fome  time  in  the  artillery.  They  had 
begun  under  M.  de  Choifeul,  and  had  confiderably 
increafed  under  favour  of  the  new  fyftem  adopted 
in  tjrat:  branch.  The  Duke's  enemies,  in  hopes  of 
finding  fome  opportunity  of  inculpating  him  mofe 
ferioufly,  and  of  completing  his  deftrudion,  excited 
the  vigilance  and  the  fc verity  of  his  fucceflbr.  A 
5  General 
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G<nenaLofficer,jealoU8  of  the'fuccefs  of  his  rivals,  of 
feeing  thfc  modem  principles  prevail  over  the  old 
cullortis,  ^nd  of  finding  himfelf  reduced  to  an  humi- 
liating ftade  of  in£i6^tOh)  gratlBed  his  own  private 
rcfentments,  and  ^rovered  his  fecret  informations 
unde^the  made  of  zdal  for  his  Majdfty's  fervice,  and 
for  the  public  good. 

From  hence  arofe  that  Council  of  War,  fo  irregu- 
lar, fo  capricious,  and  fo  monftrous  in  it's  procecd*- 
ings;  in  which  ignorance  and  prejudice  prevailed;— 
all  forms  were  violated ;— liberty  of  dcfemJe  was 
prohibited  to  the  accufed  ;•— the  choice  of  Advocate! 
was  pr^fcribed  j — the  perfons  who  ventured  to  lay 
^ny  thing  in  their  favour  were  banifticd  ;*^a  Court 
Maitial,  finally,  in  which  that  incredible  fentence  was 
palled,  which,  while  it  condemned  an  officer  for  hav*- 
ing  prevaricated  in  his  duty— for  having  had  thfc 
meannefs  to  favour  a  robbery  upon  the  King-^fbr 
having  partaken  of,  and  having  been  connected  whk 
thie  author  of,  this  robbery;  yet  it  did  not  deprive 
him  of  his  mark  of  honour,  and  left  him  tke  Crofs  <f 
St,  Louif,         '  '.    ■  •    ■        -f^'Tfnib 

The  obftinacy  of  the  Marqui&  de  Montcynard,  ih 
fupporting  this  work  of  iniquity,  and  in  refufing  to 
attend  to  all  the  means  that  were  taken  to  make 
him  acquainted  with  the  truth,  made  that  Minifler 
lofe  much  of  his  conlideration,  not  only  with  the 
corps  of  artillery,  but  alfo  widi  the  nation.  i^ 

His  connedions  with  the  Chancellor— who&^fyf- 
temi  conformable  to  the  principles  of  the  military, 
be  had  adopted,  refpedting  the  paffive  and  abfodutte 
obedience  due  to  tlie  will  of  the  Sovereign — were  par- 
ticularly obferved  at  that  time,  inafmuch  as,  not  being 
ad4iated,  as  his  colleagues,  with  any  private  fpiritof 
i>uim:  intrigue. 
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1773.    intrigue,   he  remained  conftantly  attached  t6  the 

" party  he  had  embraced,  and  was  the  only  man  in 

this  party,  when  the  general  ferment  was  raifed  in 
the  midft  of  the  Miniftry,  againft  M.  de  Maupeouw 
Although  a  difpenfer  of  favours,  he  had  moreover 
attached  but  few  creatures  to  himfelf  j  he  had  not 
had  thofe  fervile  attentions  for  the  Dubarris,  which 
they  could  have  wiflicd,  and  it  is  therefore  not  fur- 
prizing  that  he  (hould  have  fallen. 
•    Lewis  XVi  in  difmiffing  this  Minifter,  who  was 

'  the  laft  he  removed,  preferved  all  the  fingularities 
.-and  contradidions  of  his  character.     He  could  not, 
^  as  we  have  before  obferved,  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  . 

integrity  of  the  Marquis  de  Montcynard,  of  his  at- 
^,  tachment  to  his  perfon,  or  of  his  defire  to  acquit 
himfelf  of  the  duties  of  his  office  in  the  beft  rtianner 
he  could  s  but  the  ilorm  the  nation  was  in  at  that 
time  occafioned  the  Monarch  to  ftand  lefs  in  need 
of  honeft  men,  than  daring  ones,  to  guide  the  kelm, 
and  to  conceal  this  fatal  fpedacle  from  him<  On 
the  other  hand,  he  was  alarmed  at  the  injuibice  of 
difmiffing  one  of  his  beft  fervants,  when  he  Ihould 
ihave  encouraged  hiih— of  punifliing,  inftead  of  re- 
warding him.  The  virtue  of  the  Minifter  kept  his 
difgrace  for  a  long  time  in  fufpence.  Lewis  XV.^ 
did  not  dare  to  fignify  it  to  him,  and  therefore  took 

-  --the  refolution  to  endeavour  to  difguft  him  by  morti-  . 

fications.    One  day  the  officer  having  given  notice' 

-to  this  Secretary  of  State  to  attend  the  Council— the 

.only  way  in  which  a  Minifter  is  fummoned — and  the 

:  Marquis  de  Monteynard  having  obeyed  thie  fuin« 

-mons,  his  Majefty  fent  him  away  in  a  ihameful  man« 

ncrj  imputing  the  fault  to  the  Officer,  who  wai  ' 

turned  ouu    Another  time,  the  Marquis  dc  Mon- 

<^  •  J  -  •  teynard 
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teynard  having  come  to  tranfadl  bufincfs  with  the 
King,  his  Majefty  faid  to  him,  "  What  are  you 
"  come  for?  To  propofe  to  me  the  government  of 
"  the  Military  School  for  Timbrun  j  that  is  clone  j — • 
a  penfion  of  2,000  crowns*  for  Madame Chauvelinj 
granted."  While  he  declared  to  him,  in  this  man- 
ner, the  fcveral  favours  he  had  determined  upon,  he 
took  it  for  granted  that  they  were  all  in  that  Minif- 
ter's  portfolio,  and  difmiffed  him  without  fufferlng 
him  to  open  it. 

Lewis  XV.  reckoned  that  his  Mlnifter  for  the 
war  department  would  be  fenfible  of  what  was  meant 
by  this  behaviour  ;  but  whether  he  had  a  diiHculty 
in  refigning  his  place — or  whether,  from  the  con-^ 
fcioufnefs  of  having  nothing   to  reproach  himfelf 
with,  he  could  not  fuppofe  that  his  mafter  really 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  flattered  himfelf  he 
fhould  fesain  his  credit  —  he  did  no:  underftand 
this  language,  and  remained  three  whole  jnonths  in 
oHice,   without   tranfafting   any  bufinefs  with  the 
King.     The  whole  city  of  Paris  refounded  w^th  his 
approaching  difgracej  he  alone  appeared  to  be  igw 
norant  9^  it.     As  the  feafon  for  new-year's  giffsw^s- 
then  at  hand,  the  fellers  of  novelties — who,  among, 
the  trifiing^. things  for  the  new  year,  oftpn  weat  tlie 
report  or  the  day  in  an  allegorical  manner — ^^pntrived 
(omefcreehs  a  la  Mdnteynard i  that  is  to  fay,  which, 
fell  down  at  the  flighteft  touch,  and  rofe  up  again 
of  themfelyes. ;  an  ingenious  allufion  to  the,a.lternate; 
elevation  and  fall  of  this  Minlfter,  who,  after  having  I 
been  difg raced  in  all  companies  for  a  week  together, 
was  reftpred,  and  difmiffed  again.    At  leng(;h,'  the 


257 


,  ii 


^• 


•  Two  hondrcd  iand  iifty  poands. 


TOL.  IV. 


Duke 


158 

177.' 


«R  Jan. 
>774« 


ii 


THE   PRIVATE    LIFE 

Duke  d'Aiguilloni  impatient  of  thefe  alternatives,  en-    ,, 
gaged  his  protedrefs  fo  effcdlually  to  torment  her.Mi  >f 
auguft  lover,  that  Ihe  made  him  fign  the  letter  de^^m 
cachety  which  the  Duke  de  la  Vrilliere  was  immedi-. 
ately  commiHlpned,  to   notify  to  the  Marquis  de^ 

•  Monteynard.     His  people  even  were  in  (q  much  ex-;?  "\o 
pe(5bation  of  this  event,  that  the  Swifs  porter,  as  foonr^nn 
as  he  faw  the  Duke,  could  not  avoid  faying,  "  Men-,  n.l 
"  feigneur,  I  fear  you  are  bringing  us  bad  news  >*)&i\i 
to    which   the  Duke   anfwered,   without   myftcry,,>;  i] 
"  You  .are  in  the  right."    The  cruelty  of  banilhingl  . 
the  dlfgraced  Minifter  had  not  been  exercifedj  butJTJv; 
his  IVjajefty,  recoUefting  that  the  Marquis  de.Maf-pifw 
fiac  had  appeared  before  him  on  a  fimjlar  occafion,;  'jri  J 
wilhed  to  avoid  the  fame  embarraffment;  fo  that  the^r.rlT 
order  fignified  a .  prohibition  to  M.  de  Monteynard;  jfl 
to  come  into  his  prefencc.     The  Duke  d*Aiguillon /iiifl 
had  the  modefty,  at  firft,  only  to  have. the  interme-to^ii  I 
diate  filling  up  of  the  place  given  to  him,  attendedoiiio 
with  a  compliment,  which  was  equivalent  to  thciu;'!' 
complete  appointment.      Lewis   XV.  in  r^figning^r,  i ; 
the   portfolio  to   him,   before  his  Cpurtiers,  faid^/nnji 
•*  I  intruft  you  with  this,  till  I  find  fome  one  raore-r;>:J 
•*  worthy  to  have  it  j  but  I  own  to  you  J  am  nice.'*u:)ija 
He  was  prefently  after  the  acknowledge^  Minifter  jnE.i! 
and  his  firft  audience  was  more  brilliant  than  any  of;.  . 
thofe  the  Duke  de  Choifeul had giveain the fummitv  ^i 
of  his  glory. 

The  Secretary  of  State  charged  with  the  Naval/;  nh 
department  had  not,  as  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard, 

,."  the  advantage  of  being  chofen  from  thp  corps  com- 
mitted to  his  care.    He  was  even  very  ignorant  in 
this  branch,  when  his  Majefty  gave  hhn  the  ap-i^tnfji 
polntment ;  but  he  flattered  himfelC  in  imitation  of 

his 
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his  prcdeceflbf,  that  he  fhould  ibon   bccomfc   an 
adept  in  the  bufinefs,  and  that  his  fagacity  would    "~ 
fuppljr   the  place  of  knowledge.     He   conduced  ^' 
himfclfat  firft  with  tolerable  circumfpedion  j  as  a 
young  pupil,  he  took  mafters  in  the  feveral  elements      '' 
of  the  branch  he  meant  to  condud  j  he  fent  for  an  '^' 
ancient  Firft  Clerk  of  the  new  offices  over  which  C 
he  prefided,  and  got  the  better  of  the  diflike  which  '[''" 
that  experienced  perfon  had  to  give  him  his  advice.  ^ 
It  is  true  he  foon  threw  off  his  leading-ftrings.     M.      ^ 
de  Boifnes  had  a  fpirit  of  innovation  little  conHftent  ^ 
with  the  turn  of  the  perfon  whom  he  confulted,  and 
who  being,  by  his  age  and  principles,  attached  to '    ' 
the  ordinance  of  Lewis  XIV.  the  Minifter  pretended  *-  ^ 
that  he  was  of  the  old  Navy,  and  confined  him  to 
the  examination  of  accounts.     He  chofe,  to  fecond 
him  in  his  projedts,  a  man  whofe  charafter  was  ana-  * 
logous  to  his  own.    This  man  was  named  Boux,  an 
officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  fon  to  a  me-      ^ 
chanic  of  Rochcfort,  who,  bv  his  merit,  had  been"^ 
promoted  through  the  feveral  fteps,  and  who  had  at'*; 
length  entered  into  the  Royal  Navy,  in  the  rank  of  "^^ 
Lieutenant  of  a  Ihip.    This  Boux,  endowed  with    . 
natural  talents,  of  a  lively  imagination,  and  a  mathe-  ^ 
matical  predifion  in  his  ideas,  fpoke  with  facility, 
though  without  Iciarning  or  educatioii,  and  though  * 
he  could  not  draw  up  in  writing,  what  appeared 
very  clear  in  his  converfation  :  he  was  alfo  verfed  in 
the  art  of  fhip-building ;  in  a  word,  he  was  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  feveral  parts  of  the  navy.     It 
was  principally  with  him  that  M.  de  Boifnes  laid 
the  firft  plan  of  that  whimfical  ordonnance,  fo  tie- 
ftruftive  to  the  formation  and  the  harnony  of 'the 
feveral  corps,  that  it  occafioned  univerfal  diffatif- 
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fa6lion  among  them  all.  The  civil  branch  of  the 
navy,  however,  though  the  moil  ill-treated,  being 
obliged  by  it's  want  of  power  to  acquiefcc,  was  the 
firft  to  conform  to  it  with  refignation  j  on  the  con- 
trary, the  whole  time  of  M.  de  Boifnes'  adminfftra- 
tion  was  taken  up  in  endeavouring  to  bend  the  ftub- 
bornnefs  of  the  military  branch  to  this  plan  j  which 
was  totally  annihilated  as  foon  as  he  was  out ,  of 
place. 

As  for  the  reft,  there  were  certainly  fome  very  ex- 
cellent things  in  this  ordonnance,  the  author  of 
which  had  fet  out  upon  an  admirable  principle, 
which  might  have  been  attended  with  the  moft  for- 
tunate confequences,  if  the  Miniiler — fufFering  it  to 
advance  to  a  greater  degree  of  maturity — weighing 
the  arguments  for  and  againft  it— forefeeing  the  in- 
conveniences of  it,  and  finding  a  remedy  to  them — 
had  not  been  too  precipitate  in  the  execution  of  it. 
The  moft  well-judged  circumftance  in  it,  and  which 
was  the  inore  difagreeable  to  the  officers,  becaufe 
they  were  lenfible  of  the  intent  of  it,  was  the  fepa- 
rate  diftribution  that  was  made  of  them  in  difFerent 
fliips ;  which,  independent  of  the  general  competition, 
that  was  deftroyed  by  this  means — fince .  no  officer 
was  to  be  promoted  but  according  to  his  rank  in  his 
own  (hip,  and  not  according  to  his  general  rank  in  the 
navy — contributed  alfo  to  eradicate  the  profeflion- 
al  fpirit,  which  had  always  rendered  this  corps  fo 
refraftory  and  untraftable.  ,ii  iri*>»-;; 

M.  de  Boifnes,  from  the  oppofition  and  contra- 
diftions  he  experienced  from  the  military  branch  of 
the  navy,  was  fenfible  of  his  error  in  having  fub- 
jeded  the  civil  department  to  it,  and,  by  weakening 
the  latter,  having  increafed   the  infolcnce  of  the 

former. 
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former.  To  rcftore  the  equilibrium,  he  had  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  ftrengthenipg  the  civil  branch,  by 
uniting  to  it  the  Port  Officers  and  the  Engineers  of 
the  navy  j  and,  in  order  to  fap  the  very  foundations 
of  the  military  branch,  to  inftitute  a  fchool  for  naval 
education,  a  general  nurfery,  from  whence  were  to  be 
taken  all  the  perfons  deftined  for  the  feveral  depart* 
ments  in  the  navy,  in  proportion  to  their  talents. 
As  there  were  no  proofs  of  nobility  required  to  en- 
ter into  this  fchool,  he  would  infenfibly  have  anni- 
hilated the  haughtinefs  and  pride  in  which  the  Mid- 
Ihipmen  fupported  one  another;  which  conftituted 
the  cffence  of  their  fituation,  and  was  the  fource  of 
all  the  bad  qualities  they  afterwards  difplayed. 

All  thefe  good  views  were  fpoiled  by  too  much 
precipitation,  the  circumftances  moreover  were  not 
favourable,  and  that  Minifter  had  neither  influence 
nor  confidence  enough  to  fecure  his  authority  j  it 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  great  furprize,  if,  in 
the  midft  of  the  general  confufion  prevailing  in  the 
kingdom,  his  department  alone  had  been  exempt 
from  it,  and  had  received  an  improvement,  which 
would  have  required  in  it's  author  the  moft  rigid 
virtue,  united  to  the  greateft  talents.  All  the  time, 
therefore,  of  M.  de  Boifnes*  adminiftration  was  con- 
fumed  in  proje(5ls,  in  inteftine  divifions  in  the  ports, 
inexpenfive  experiments;  and  this  Minifl:er,negle6t- 
ing  the  material  part  of  the  navy,  which  had  at 
leaft  been  kept  up  by  his  predeceflbr,  left  it  at  the 
time  of  his  difgrace  in  the  moft  deplorable  ftate. 

If,  however,  M.  de  Boifncs  could  not  derive  any 
great  luftre  from  his  department,  he  reckoned  that 
he  fliould  fucceed  better,  in  another  dignity,  more 
fuitable  to  his  genius^  to  his  difpofition,  to  his  tafte, 
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and  to  his  capacity  j  he  entertained  an  inward  per- 
fuafion  that  he  fhould  one  day  become  Chancellor, 
or  Keeper  of  the  Seals.  Though  a  creature  of  M. 
dc  Maupeou,  he  would  willingly  have  returned  him 
the  ingratitude  with  which  the  latter  had  repaid  his 
, benefactor.  The  Chancellor,  although  aware  of 
what  would  happen,  had  fuffercd  hiinfclf  to  be  mif- 
led  by  his  vanity,  and  had  comrnitted  the  fame  fault 
as  the  Duke  de  Choifcul  j  or  rather,  giving  way  to 
^the  neceflity  of  the  moment,  he  had  attended  to  what 
was  mod  urgent :  it  is  pretended,  that,  without  fuch 
a  fecond,  M.  de  Maupeou  eould  never  have  extri- 
cated himfelfi  and  it  was  under  that  very  edifice, 
■which  M.  de  Boifnes  had  concurred  in  raifing,  that 
he  hoped  to  fee  the  author  of  it  crufhed,  as  foon  as 
,he  withdrew  his  fupport  from  him.  His  new  occu- 
'jpations,  which  required  his  whole  time,  fervcd  ^s  a 
pretence  for  his  negleft.  He  well  knew  the  im- 
petuofity  of  M.  de  Maupeou,  and  his  fpirit  of  do- 
minion i  he  knew  him  to  be  rafli  and  inconfiderate, 
and  forefaw  that  he  would  foon  be  at  variance  with 
the  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  with  the  Abbe  Terrai,  and 
with  the  favourite  i  that  the  King  himfelf  would 
^oon  withdraw  the  little  confideration  he  had  for 
him  :  but  that,  while  the  Miniftry  wiflied  to  get  rid 
pf  him,  they  would  be  very  glad  to  preferve  his  edi- 
fice, which  was  falling  into  ruins  on  all  fides  ;  and 
that  they  would  not  think  they  could  do  better  than 
to  apply  to  the  perfon  who  was  the  real  architedl  to 
reftore  it. 

Had  it  not  been  for  his  ambition,  which  was  fo 

unbounded  that  there  was  no  kind  of  enormity  he 

was  not  capable  of  to  fatisfy  it,  M.  de  Boifnes  was 

'  not  much  adapted  to  the  corrupt  Court  in  which  he 

^^  lived. 
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Jived.     In  the  midft  of  the  mofl:  diflbliite  llccntiouf- 
nefs,  he  exliibited  the  Ipeftacle  of  a  Minifter  of  good 
morals  j    he  lived  like  a  domellic  man  in  his  own 
family  ;  he  was  devout,  and  artfully  concealed  the 
paflio]!  with  which  he  was  devoured  under  the  cloak 
of  religion.     The  aufterity  of  his  charader  not  be- 
ing able  to  bend  to  the  futility  of  the  Courtiers,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  fupport  himfelf  with  the  party 
of  the  devotees,   of  the  Clergy,  and  of  Madame 
Louife,  whofe  general  object  being  the  deftruftion  of 
the  Parliaments,   and  who  knowing  his  invincible 
hatred  to  thefe   refpeftable  focieties,   repofed   the 
greateft  confidence  in  him.     The  circumllance  that 
rendered  him  cfpecially  agreeable  to  Lewis  XV.  was 
a  ipiric  of  defpotifm  which  prevailed  in  his  ideas,  and 
in  his  difpofition.     He  pretended,  that  every  thing 
was  to  give  way  to  the  Royal  authority,  which,  hav- 
ing once  taken  a  ftep,  ought  never  to  retraft,  though 
it  Ihould  be  in  the  wrong  j  that,  in  a  word,  therie 
was  to  be  only  one  mafter,  and  all  the  reft  were  to 
f\    be  Haves.   Fortunately,  his  colleagues,  and  efpecially 
I    the  King,  though  penetrated  with  the  fame  maxims, 
I;    had  not  the  fame  inflexibility  to  fupport  them,  and 
1    to  reduce  them  to  a  conftant  and  invariable  fyftem  i 
l   for,  if  the  whole  Council  had  been  compofcd  of  fuch 
^    rigid  men,  a  terrible  crifis  would  have  been  pro- 
I   duced,  or  the  whole  nation  would  have  been  under 
ff   the  yoke.     Befides,  private  jedoufies  thwarted  this 
uniformity  of  fyftem.     The  Chancellor,   being  no 
longer  in  need  of  this  colleague,  and  fearing  his 
t   competition,  endeavoured  to  difcredit  him  in  the 
-^    opinion  of  the  King,  not  openly,  but  by  fuch  ei^tra-. 
ordinary   means,    that  it   feemed    impodible  they 
-  ihould  be  invented,  or  not  founded  on  apparent  fifts^ 
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1774.  He  pretended  that  his  underftanding  \vas  weakened, 
that  he  was  guilty  of  ejitravagancies,  that  he  was 
lofing  his  memory  J  and  he  was  every  inftant  watch- 
ing for  an  opportunity  of  finding  fault  with  him  in 
the  Council  before  the  King,  in  order  to  jullify  his 
infinuations.  ,     ii^a 

The  Abbe  Terrai,  who  nov/  only  kept  upon  good 
terms  with  M.  de  Maupeou  from  motives  of  policy, 
was  not  difpleafed  to  fee  thefe  two  m.en  employed  in 
reciprocally  dellroying  each  other  -,  he  flattered  him- 
felf  that  he  fnould  reap  the  fruits  of  this  animofity, 
for  he  had  alfo  pretentions  to  the  Cliiincellorfhip. 
It  was  in  thefe  hopes  that  he  fuftaincd  the  burthen 
of  the  finances,  infupportable  to  any  man  who  had 
entertained  the  leaft  Icntiment  of  humanity  and  pa- 
triotifm.  This  villain — for  polterity  will  no  doubt 
confirm  to  him  a  qualification  he  has  fo  jullly  ag- 

*«  quired  from   his   cotemporaries—was  diftinguifhed  . 

from  the  others  which  furrounded  the  Sovereign,  by 
a  fmgular  apathy  j  the  others  were  at  Icaft  tormented 
with  violent  paffions,  the  efrcds  of  which  cannot  be 
calculated,  and  from  which  the  mod  virtuous  men 
are  not  always  exempt.  The  Abbe  Terrai  was  in- 
different either  to  good  or  evil  j  he  did  the  one 
without  inclination,  and  the  other  without  remorfe. 
Under  Henry  IV.  he  might  have  been  a  Sully,  un- 
der Lewis  Xy.  he  was  a  monfter :  he  had  all  the 
qualities  neceflary  to  fucceed  in  both  the  extremes; 
unfortunately,  he  had  only  an  occafion  to  difplay  the 
'  moft  deteftable  of  them,  and  he  did  it  in  the  highefl: 
degree.  Intrepid  in  crimes,  he  difdained  the  hypo- 
crify  of  the  Chancellor,  and  did  not  attempt  to  con- 
V  ceal  his  charafter.  He  was  little  inclined  to  love, 
but  from  conftitution  -,  and  difplayed  the  fanae  apa- 
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thy  in  his  amorous  purfuits,  as  in  every  other  par-     1774. 
ticular.    In  his   new  houfe,  in  the  ftrcct  of  Notre  "  ' 

Dame  des  Champs,  he  had  a  fuperb  bed,  the  bottom 
of  which  was  furnifhed  with  a  pidure  concealed : 
on  drawing  up  the  curtain,  a  woman  was  reprefented 
naked,  and,  to  thofe  who  were  curious  of  feeing  it, 
he  uled  to  fay,  LadieSy  this  is  the  cojiume.  He  was 
never  governed  bv  -^ny  of  his  miftrefTes ;  the  Baron- 
cfs  de  la  Garde  lold  the  favours  of  this  Minifter, 
rather  publicly  j  he  winked  at  it,  becaufe  he  found  it 
convenient  to  return  her  favours  in  this  manner  : 
when  he  faw  that  this  might  do  him  an  injury,  and 
J:hat  very  dangerous  murmurs  refulted  from  it,  he 
caufed  her  to  be  exiled,  and  fent  her  from  his  houfe 
in  a  very  harlh  manner.  He  made  no  fcruple  of  co- 
habiting with  Madame  Dumerval,  his  illegitimate 
daughter  :  this  was  a  delicate  morfel  he  had  re- 
ferved  for  himfelf,  and  he  had  had  her  educated  on  •' 

purpofe ;  he  detached  himfelf  from  her,  when  flie 
became  agreeable  to  Madame  Dubarri,  and  when  it 
was  in  agitation  to  propofe  her  to  Lewis  XV. 

The  Abbe  Terrai  was  very  little  concerned  about 
the  complaints  of  the  malecontents.  He  did  not  wilh 
that  they  Ihould  be  filenced  j  he  ufed  to  fay,  it  was 
fit  that  thofc  v;ho  were  flayed  Ihould  he  fuffered  to 
cry  out.  The  fame  lincerity  made  him  acknowledge 
what  he  was.  The  agents  of  the  Clergy  reprefent- 
ing  to  him,  in  a  circumftance  which  concerned  their 
order,  that  he  was  committing  an  injuftice,  he  an- 
fwered.  Who  tells  you  that  it  is  jtiji?  Do  you  expeSi  any 
thing  elfefrorA  me  P  Another  time,  when  one  of  them, 
jjeing  violently  piqued,  exclaimed,  fVhy,  Monfeignftir, 
this  is  taking  it  out  of  people's  pockets,  he  replied,  fVbere 
elfe  would  you  have  me  take  it  .<*  He  laughed  at  all  the 
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witticifms,  epigrams,  and  pamphlets  which  were 
made  againft  him.  He  was  called  at  Court  the 
fpoilt  child,  becaufe  he  touched  every  thing,  and  the 
iong  hoom,  becaufe  he  reached  everywhere  :  allthefe 
nick-names  were  a  matter  of  fport  to  him.  One  day, 
pafling  through  an  oval  fpace  filled  with  Courtiers, 
he  was  following  one  of  the  Muys,  for  whom  the 
croud  had  opened  with  a  kind  of  refpeft  j  but  the 
preffure  afterwards  increafing,  the  Abbe  found  him- 
-  ielf  violently  fqueezed  j  and,  humbly  afking  thatt  he 
might  be  fuffered  to  pafs,  and  that  rhey  would  not 
ilifle  him,  he  heard  a  voice  which  anfwtred,  fFe  make 
room  here  only  for  honejl  people ;  an  anfwtr,  which  when 
his  perfon  was  fafe,  gave  him  no  kind  of  difturbance. 
His  only  care  was  to  find  money,  in  order  that  he 
might  not  be  difmifled,  and,  as  he  was  not  nice  in 
expedients,  he  had  little  difficulty.  While  he  main- 
tained himfelf  in  his  place,  and  even  extended  it, 
(for,  without  being  fond  of  either  the  arts  or  the  fci- 
ences,  he  had  taken  from  the  Marquis  de  Marigny 
the  poft  of  Dire(5lor  of  the  buildings)  he  waited  till 
he  had  a  favourable  opportunity  to  refign  his  de- 
partment for  one  that  was  better  j  in  order  even  to 
haften  this  moment,  he  had  thought  of  being  made 
Cardinal,  and  the  report  was  fpread,  that  he  had 
bought  of  the  Pretender  the  nomination  to  the  hat 
for  five  hundred  thoufand  livres  *.  With  this  dig- 
nity he  could i  not  have  been  fulFered  to  remain  a 
Comptroller,  and  it  would  have  been  necefiary  to  re- 
vive for  him  the  poft  of  Superintendant,  as  he  would 
then  h?.ve  been  raifed  above  all  the  other  Minifters. 
Till  this  brilliant  profped:  was  realized,  he  was  con- 


*  Upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds, 
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^'* '.  tinually  iiTuing  money  edidls ;  and  on  the  day  of  the 
'^'''  death  of  Lewis  XV.  a  declaration  was  pofted  up  in 
the  park  of  Verfailles,  fignifying  the  continuation  of 
--the  new  taxes.    This  declaration  had  been  publilhed 
» \*  a  little  before,  or  even  while  the  Monarch  was  breath- 
i^';  ing  his  laft,  with  the  following  infcription :  Ceji  ainfi 
'''[  qu*en  partant,je  vous  fais  mes  adieux*, 
"-''■     One  of  the  moft  extraordinary  phaenomenons  of  the 
'rtign  of  Lewis  XV,  is  undoubtedly  to  fee  the  Duke 
'^'  de  la  Vrilliere  rennain  in  office  during  more  than  fifty 
**^>^  years,  and,  amidft  that  croud  of  Minifters  his  bre- 
'^^"thren,  alternately  difgraced,  to  behold  him  alone  re- 
'■'^fifting  all  the  florms.     The  reafon  of  this  is,  that  in 
*  'the  beginning  he  excited  little  envy,  either  by  his 
' 'talents  or  by  the  nature  of  his  department;  and  that 
'even  his  want  of  genius  was  the  circumftance  the 
moft  pleafing  to  his  mafter,  ever  upon  his  guard, 
■'  againft  thofe,  who,  having  too  great  a  Ihare  of  it, 
'might  afllime  a  fuperiority  over  him.     In  this  idea 
he  devoted  himfclf  with  confidence  to  this  Secretary 
''.of  State;  he  found  himfelf  upon  a  level  with  him, 
and  the  refult  of  this  was  a  fingular  afFedion  on  the 
part  of  the  King,  who  in  reality  was  a  man  of  habit, 
who  detefted  change,  and,  notwithftanding  the  conti- 
nual variations  in  his  Council,  from  his  natural  timi- 
dity, which  he  never  got  rid  of,  was  afraid  of  new  ' 
faces.   Moreover,  great  qualities  were  little  neceffary 
in  that  part  of  adminiftration  which  the  Duke  de  la 
Vrilliere  was  for  a  long  time   intrufted  with;  he 
pofTefTed,  indeed,  the  moft  eflential  of  them,  the  fpi- 
rit  of  order,  regularity,  and  difpatch.    Thefe,  indeed, 
were  the  qualities  which  Lewis  XV.  had  in  particu- 
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*774»    ^^^  eftlmation  i  and  the  public,  who  profited  by  them, 

had  no  diflike  to  this  Secretary  of  Sta  ■  ,  he  began 

only  to  become  the  objedt  of  their  contempt  and  ha- 
tred, at  the  period  when,  fubmitting  to  be  the  flave 
of  an  unjuft  and  avaricious  woman,  he  committed  all 
the  iniquities  which  fhe  diflated  to  him  j  efpecially 
■when,  by  obtaining  the  department  of  Paris,  he  was 
enabled  to  give  a  free  courfe  to  letters  de  Cachet,  and 
to  the  horrors  confequent  upon  them ;  in  a  word, 
when  his  nephew,  the  Duke d'Aiguillon,  being  in  want 
of  his  fupport  in  Britany,  made  him  fo  far  fubfervient 
\  lo  his  projcdts  of  vengeance,  as  to  induce  him  to  fay 

to  the  Deputies  of  the  province,  in  1772:   "  His 
j     "  Majelly  will  have  no  oppofition  j  if  the  States  con- 
"  cern  themfclvcs  about  the  Parliaments,  they  fliall 
"  be  cancelled  in  three  days." 

It  was  too  late  for  the  Monarch  to  be  able  to  dif- 
folve  the  ties  which  attached  him  to  this  Minifter; 
he  gave  him  more  fpecial  marks  of  favour  and 
.  ,  fiiendfhip.  When  the  Duke  de  la  Vrilliere  had  one 
hand  carried  off  while  he  was  (hooting,  Lewis  XV. 
wrote  to  him  a  very  afFedionate  letter,  and  when  he 
faw  him  again,  faid,  Tou  have  only  loji  one  handy  and 
youjhall  always  find  two  in  me  at  your  ferv ice.  In  lat- 
ter times,  when  the  malignity  of  the  Courtiers,  ex- 
cited on  the  fubjedt  of  this  Minifter,  was  myfterioufly 
fpreading  reports  of  his  difgrace,  and  of  his  retire-^ 
ment,  his  mafter  removed  his  apprehenfions  by  fay- 
ing, Tou  muft  not  leave  me  i  you  are  in  too  much  need  of 
mey  and  I  of  you  *. 

'  •  Thefe  anecdotes  are  taken  from  the  Ekge  ef  the  Duke  de  la 
VriUiere,  pronounced  at  the  Academy  of  Belles  Lettres,  ai,  the 
opening  of  the  public  feffion  of  la  Saint  Martin^  I4.th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1777. 
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Thefe  reports  gained  credit  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
ile of  the  Chevalier  d'Arc,  favourite  of  the  Mar- 
chionefs  de  Langeac,  millrefs  of  the  Duke,  to  whofe 
intimacy  ihe  had  introduced  this  intriguing  pcrfon; 
under  his  aufpices  he  comrhitted  idrkinds  of  fecret 
extortions,  which  were  at  laft  broxi^l^t  to  light;  but" 
theOuke  got  rid  of  the  matter  by 'faCrificing  him,  ~ 
in  difpatching  a  letter  de  cachet  againft  him,  which ' 
jealoufy  alone  ought  to  have  made  him  give  much 
fooner,  though  he  figned  it  with  tears,  convinced  of 
the  affliftion  it  would  caufe  to  his  unfaithful  miltrefs,  . 

Such  vas  the  foible  of  the  Minifter  for  this  wo-  ' 
man,  thj.t,  notwithftanding  the  illnefs  of  Lewis  XV. : 
he  gave  an  entertainment  in  his  hotel,  on  accouht  of' 
the  marriage  of  her  daughter  with  the  Marquis  de 
Champbonas  j  an  indecency  fo  extraordinary,  that  the 
Dauphin,  not  believing  it,  was  defirous  of  being  con-  - 
.  vinced  of  it  r  rivately,  by  ocular  demonftration  ;  and 
we  may  eafily  conceive,  that  if  he  had  been  afluated 
only  by  the  contempt  he  felt  for  the  Duke  de  la 
Vrilliere,  that  Nobleman  would  have  been  the  firft 
he   would  have  expelled  on   his  acceffion   to   the 
throne. 

.  The  Minifter  moft  agreeable  to  the  King,  after 
the  Duke  de  la  Vrilliere,  was  M.  Bertin,  and  for  the 
fame  realbn,  becaufe  his  underftanding  was  upon  a 
par  with  that  of  his  Majefty  j  he  found  himfelf  per- 
fedly  at  eafe  with  this  Minifter,  who  did  not  difphy 
too  many  talents,  and  did  not,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
the  expreflion,  keep  him  in  a  ve  by  too  profound  or 
too  refined  a  policy  j  in  a  word,  wlio  was  a  plain  man, 
fimplc  in  his  ideas,  and  his  opinions  in  Council  -,  for 
I,ewls  XV.  had  learnt,  at  the  fchool  of  Cardinal 
Fleuri,  to  fet  more  value  upon  good  fcnfe  than  upon 

genius. 
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1774.  genius.  This  was  the  circumftance  upon  which  wa8 
■  ■  ■  founded  M.  Bertin's  intimacy  with  Lewis  XV.  j  who,' 
as  we  have  faid,  had  intrufted  him  with  his  Portfolioi 
and  the  keeping  pf  his  effedsj  he  had  alio  the  care 
of  feveral  natural  daughters  of  the  Kingi  Lrojght  up 
at  the  convent  of  the  Prefentation,  and  whom  his 
Maj>fty  intended  to  marry  as  they  arrived  at  the 
proper  age.  His  Communication  with  the  King  upon 
all  kinds  of  domeftic  matters,  gave  him  equally  an 
opportunity  of  being  much  conne<5ted  with  the 
Countefs  Dubarrij  which  circumftance  authorized 
\  i^*  n,  as  much  as  M.  de Boifnes,  and  the  Abbe  Terrai, 
io  af^jire  to  the  fpoilsof  the  Chancellor:  for  the  ob- 
jecb  of  his  public  adminiftration  were  tfifling,  and 
he  couJd  not  make  himfelf  confpicuous  in  it,  either  by 
any  coniiderable  faults  or  by  any  glorious  enter*' 
prizes. 

France,  however,  is  indebted  to  him  for  the  cfta-i 
blilhment  of  the  Ecole  Viterinaire,  This  is  an  anato-^ 
mical  fchool,  to  inquire  into  the  ftrudlure  of  the  horfe, 
the  difeafes  to  which  this  animal  may  De  fubjed;  the' 
nature  of  the  y,  cidents  to  which  it  is  liable^  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  rank  it  holds  in  the  clafs  of  animals,  and 
to  the  nature  of  it's  fervices.  He  may  be  confidered 
as  the  founder  of  the  chief  place  of  this  eftablifh-' 
ment,  at  the  caftle  of  Alford,  near  Paris.  He  had 
put  at  the  head  of  it  (  ne  ^v''^.  Bourg-elat,  a  riding- 
mafterof  Lyons,  much  cdebrated  foi  hi  knowledge: 
a  numhur  of  fcholars  (f  la  the  JiiTerent  provinces  of 
the  kingdom,  and  even  of  foreign  countries,  are  re- 
ceived and  boarded  there  for  a  very  moderate  fum  j  in- 
dividuals, who  have  horfes  either  fick  or  lame,  may  alfo 
fend  them  there  at  an  eafy  rate,  till  they  arc  perfed- 
ly  cured.  The  progrefs  of  the  experiments  made  in 
.tit-ii"  this 
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OF     LEWIS     XV. 

this  Ichool  fince  it's  origin  are  extended,  multiplied, 
and  improved  without  intermiflion.  When  a  horfc 
breaks  his  leg,  a  kind  of  accident  for  which  there 
was  formerly  no  remedy,  it  is  now  frequently  fet  to 
rights  here:  in  a  word,  the  horfes  are  fubmitted  to 
almoft  all  the  furgical  operations  praflifed  upon 
man.  It  is  evident  that  fuch  a  fchbol  mufl  produce 
excellent  farriers  j  and  the  importance  of  this  clafs  of 
men,  fince  the  ufe.of  horfes  is  fo  frequent  andfo  ne- 
ceflary,  muft  give  a  proportionate  idea  of  the  infti- 
tution. 

M.  Bertin  had  befides  in  his  department  feveral 
confiderable .  provinces,  fuch  as  Guyenne  and  Nor- 
mandy, which  placed  him  in  a.  confpicuous  light  at 
the  time  of  the  revolution  of  the  Magiftracy  ;  a  lafl: 
epocha,  fo  important  at  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XV.  and  which  for  the  fpace  of  foi"-  years 
had  a^forbed  almoft  the  whole  attention  of  the  Mi- 
niftry  and. of  the.  public. 

Although  the  charaAer  of  M.  Bertin  did  not  fym- 
pathife  with  that  of  M.  Maupeou,  he  had,  however, 
aflilted  In  his  work  to  the  beft  of  his  abilities,  noc 
only  in  compl'^nce  with  the  general  views  of  his.  col- 
leagues, but  alfo  from  fome  private  views  of  his  own, 
the  fuccefs  of  which  he  was  very  defirous  of.  Being 
a  creatur-'  of  the  Jefuits,  he  had  always  remained  at- 
tached to  them,  and  it  was  not  owen  to  him,  if  they 
did  nor  take  more  advantage  of  the  circunnftancesj 
but.  his  friendfhip  partook  of  the  weaknefs  of  his 
charader,  -^uid  he  was  neither  capable  of  being  a 
warm  partizan  or  a  formidable  enemy. 

Hj  conducted  himfelf  in  other  matters  v/ith  the. 
fame  pufiUaniinity ;  though  convinced  of  the  mif- 
chief  he  was  doing,  he  did  not  the  lefs  give  into  every 
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1774.     fatal  meafure  his  poll  required,  and  endeavoured  ori- 

ly  to  foften  matters  as  much  as  he  could,  without  ex- 

pofing  himfelf  to  any  rifquesj  in  thefe  times  of  hor- 
rors and  abominations  he  acquired  fome  credit  for 
not  having  been  fo  flagitious  as  the  reft: :  but  this 
will  not  exculpate  him  in  the  more  fevere  judgment 
of  poflerity. 

Thefe  feveral  members  of  Adminiftration  were, 
properly  fpeaking,  nothing  more  than  the  difpenfers 
of  favours,  according  to  the  inclinations  of  the  fa- 
vourite :  in  a  fhort  time  fhe  had  acquired  an  af- 
«  cendant  greater  than   any  of  thofe   who  had  pre- 

ceded her  ;  and  the  fceptre  of  Lewis  XV. — hitherto 
alternately  the  plaything  of  Love,  Ambition,  or. 
Avarice— became,  in  the  hands  of  the  Countefs,' 
the  bauble  of  Folly.  Could  any  thing,  indeed,  be 
more  extravagant  than  the  frivolous  afbions  then 
pafling  at  Court  j  than  thofe  private  fcenes  between' 
the  two  plovers,  fl:ill  too  public,  fince  they  were 
revealed  by  indifcreet  fpe<5lators  ?  Upon  hearing  a 
multiplicity  of  anecdotes  related,  with  which  the 
focieties  of  Paris  were  enlivened,  one  might  have 
imagined,  tl^at  the  extravagances  of  the  palace  of 
Caligula  were  reproduced  under  a  different  coftume. 
At  one  time,  it  was  Madame  Dubarri,  who,  rifing 
from  her  bed,  in  prefence  of  the  King  and  a  Notary, 
made  the  Pope's  Nuncio  give  her  one  of  her  flip- 
pers, and  the  Grand  Almoner  the  other  j  while  thefe 
two  Prelates  thought  themfelves  amply  indemnified 
for  this  mean  and  ridiculous  employment,  by  call- 
ing a  fugitive  glance  upon  the  charms  of  this 
beauty.  Another  time,  it  was  the  Marchionefs  de 
Rofes,  a  Lady  attending  on  the  Countefs  de  Pro- 
vence, who  was  whipped  by    the  women  of  the 
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favburitc,  in  her  prefence,  under  pretence  that  the 
King,  making  an  excufe  for  her  on  the  fcorc  of  her 
youth,  with  refpcft  to  fome  fault  committed  by  her, 
had  faid  in  jell,  PJhaw  !  Jht  is  but  a  child  fit  to  be 
whipped  ;  after  which  ceremony,  thofe  two  madcaps 
embraced  each  other,  and  grew  more  intimate  than 
ever.  It  was  by  an  adulation  ftill  more  contemp- 
tible, that  the  Duke  de  Trefmes,  not  finding  the 
favourite  it  home,  wrote  upon  her  door,  The  Mar- 
mozet  of  the' Count efs  Dubarri  is  come  to  pay  his 
homage  to  her,  and  to  make  her  laugh  -,  becaufe  Ihe 
ufed  to  divert  hcrfelf  with  this  Nobleman's  defor- 
mity, and  that  he  thought  himfelf  too  fortunate  to 
be  the  objeft  of  her  ridicule.  Add  to  this,'M.  de 
Boifnes*  granting  the  Crofs  of  St.  Louis  to  a  Com- 
miflary  of  the  navy,  in  acknowledgment  for  a  Paro- 
quet he  had  made  a  prefent  of  to  the  Counteft. 
Further,  what  a  ridiculous  indecency  it  was  to  fee 
Madame  Dubarri  tap  the  Duke  of  Orleans  upon 
his  belly,  when  he  came  to  folicit  her  to  favour  his 
Ktiarriage  with  Madame  de  Monteflbn,  and  to 
engage  the  King  to  acknowledge  her  as  Dutchefs  of 
Orlcansj  and  at  the  fame  time  fay  to  him.  Marry 
her  neverthdefs,  gros  pere,  "jue  will  fee  what  we  can 
do  for  you  afterwards  j  you  are  fenfihle  that  I  am 
Jirongly  interefted  in  ^he  matter ;  as  if  Hie  had  not  de- 
fpaired  one  day  of  treading  in  the  fteps  of  Madame 
de  Maintenon. 

Nothing,  undoubtedly,  could  equal  the  fervility 

of  Lewis  XV.  who,  participating  the  favours  of  this 

Lady  v/ith  her  little  Negro,    created,  in   order  to 

pleafe  her, '  Zamore  Governor  of  the  caille  of  Lu- 

■  cienne,  with  an  appointment  of  fix  hundred  livrcs  *, 

•  Twcnty.five  pounds,  •   i^;^    .^:>^> 

?       Vol.  IV.  T  and 
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.1774.  and  made  the  Chancellor  feal  the  granc  of  it  (of 
*'~'''~'  him  i  who,  fufFering  his  miftrcfs  to  rank  him  with 
his  footmen,  had  received  the  name  of  la  France 
from  her,  and  ufed  to  laugh  at  it,  in  his  little  apart- 
ments, where  he  frequently  delighted  in  making  his 
own  bteakfad.  What  man  in  the  kingdom  has  not 
hear'd  the  exclamation  of  Madame  Dubarri^  while 
Ihe  was  in  bed,  to  the  King,  who,  preparing  his 
coffee,  had  his  attention  engaged  with  fome  other 
objeft :  Hoa,  la  France !  take  care  I  your  coffee  runs 
aier  at  a  d--l  of  a  rate  !  ^:^_\  ^^'^  "^ 

'!  It  was  this  very  woman,  fo  abandoned,  fp  grofs, 
and  fo  difgufling  in  domeftic  life,  who  gave  audi- 
ence to  the  Ambafladorsj  who  faw  herfelf  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Deputies  of  the  Confederates,  and 
by  thofc  of  all  the  petty  principalities  in  Germany, 
trembling  for  their  deftiny,  at  the  time  of  the  divifion 
of  Poland,  and  foliciting  her  intereft  with  the  King 
for  their  fupport.  It  was  chis  fame  woman  whom 
Lewis  XV.  carried  in  triumph  to  fee  the  ceremony 
of  the  clearing  of  the  arches  of  the  bridge  of  Neuiljy ; 
a  fight  from  which  the  Princelles,' and  even  the 
Dauphinels,  were  excluded,  in  order  that  iHe  mfgHt 
''.not  be  eclipfed.  It  was  this  fame  woman  who  |iad 
raifed  the  anger  of  Lewis  XV, — on  account  of  the  pre- 
fumptive  heir  of  the  throne  having  kept  her  from 
"Uhe  fociety  of  his  augult  confort,  in  a  fupper  of 
reconciliation  contrived  by  an  intriguing  woman  of 
-the  Court — to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  fignified  his 
difpleafure  by  faying,  /  fee  my  children  do  not  loi^e 
me  I  It  was  this  fame  woman  for  whom  a  toilet 
cf  gold  "was  preparing,  although  the  Dauphi- 
_  nefs  had  not  one,  and  the  Queen  never  had  had 
anyi  the  looking-glais  eipecially  was  remarkable, 
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.ran  having  at  the  top  of  it  two  little  Cupids  holding     1774. 

.'»  Crown  fufpended  over  her  head,  every  time  Ihc   ""— "^^ 
Jooked  in  it  i  a  fymbol  of  that  Ihe  one  day  thought 
hcrfclf  dcllined  to  wear.     It  was  this  very  woman 

;,  who,  not  finding  herfelffufficiently  well  lodged  in 

^the  palace  of  a  Princcfs  of  the  blood,  had  caufed 

/♦the  nc^y  pavilion  of  Lucienne  to  be  conftrufted  j  a 
toy,  the  expence  of  which  could  not  be  calcplatedj 
becaufc  every  thing  in  it  was  whim,  and  could  have 
no  price,  but  fuch  as  the  cupidity  of  the  artift,  or 
the  folly  of  the  proprietor,  might  put  upon  it.    It 

'  "was  this  woman,  finally,  who,  upon  fcraps  of  paper 
^gned  by  her,  drew  whenever  fhe  pleafcd  upon  the 

;  public  treafury,  for  herfclf  and  all  her  adherents  ; 

.  who  herfelf  alone  was  more  expenfive  than  all  the 
preceding  miftreffes  of  Lewis  XV.  j  and  whofe  pro- 
digalities and  depredations,  notwithftanding  the 
tnifery  of  the  people,  and  the  public  calamities, . 
were  increafing  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  a  few 
years  flie  would  have  fwallowed  up  the  kingdom,  if 
the  death  of  Lewis  XV.  had  not  put  a  ftop  to  thefe 
ienormicies. 

.'This  Monarch,  fince  the  marriage  of  the  Count 
4'Attois,  was  become  more  melancholy  than  ufual^ 
aisd  was  fenfible  of  the  diminution  of  his  ftrength. 

^'iThe  fudden  death  of  the  Marquis  de  Chauvdin,  one 

]  erf  his  favourites,  enjoying  a  moft  perfedt  ftatc  of 
health-*the  companion  of  all  his  parties  of  debau- 

'  chery,  in  one  of  which  he  had  expired  in  his  pre-* 
ience — had  aifeded  him  ib  ftrongly,  that  he  could 
not  drive  it  from  his  thoughts.    That  of  MaHhal 

,  d'Armsnticres,  which  happened  nearly  in  a  fimilar 

'manner,  and  who  was  almoft  of  the  fame  age  as 
the  Monarch,  had  increafed  his  npelancholy.    Fl- 

T  a  nally. 
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1774.    nally,  a  fermon  preached  before  him  on  Mau^day 
-  Thurfday,  by  the  famous  Bifhop  of  Seocz,  ;,had 

awakened  remorfe  in  his  heart.  This  eloquent  Pre- 
late recalled  to  his  mind  the  period  of  his  illnefs 
at  Metz,  the  moft  glorious  period  of  his  lif^p,  fincc 
it  was  that  in  which  the  love  of  his  fubjcift^  ^had 
been  manifefted  in  the  higheft  degreei^  he  did  nqt 
conceal  from  him,  that  this  love  was  diminifhing, 
and  that  his  people,  opprefTed  with  fubfidies^  h^d 
tiow  only  to  lament  their  own  misfortunes.    He 

■\  made  the  Monarch  fenfible,  that,  although  i  op  thp 

throne,  he  undoubtedly  had  fome  friends,  and  w^ 
worthy  of  them ;  but  that  his  bed  friend  ought  ^ 
be  his  people.  He  concluded  with  exhorting  )iim, 
not  to  truft  blindly,  in  the  adminiftratioajpi^^is 
kingdom,  to  the  counfels  of  hi^  M^^^il^crs,  w^O; wjb^^ 
too  often  interefted  in  deceiving  him  j  bi)t,jto:|ruft 
only  to  himfelf,  to  his  own  heart,  and^to  th<^  experi- 
ence of  more  than  half  a  century.  ■-  .,rj, 
'^  Lewis  XV.  had  not  been  diiTatisfied  with  nthis 
evangelical  boldnefs  i  he  had  received  the.prf^chtr 
very  gracioudy,  and  had  recalled  to  his,  i)()iind  the 
engagement  he  hfid  taken  of  pre^hing  jbe&itihis 
l^ajeity  in  the  Lent  feafon  of  i77!S&  an  eogagef> 
ii)ent,  added  he,  fmiling,  which  he  fummoned  him 
to  fulBl,  though  a  Bifhop.  Since  that  time,  he4iad 
redoubled  his  vifits  to  Madame  Louifej  and  It  is 
well  known  that  this  Princefs  exerted  her  utmoft 
efforts  to  bring  him  back  to  God.  The  corrupt 
Courtiers  were  apprehenfive  left  the  fame  weaknds 
which  had  rendered  him  their  flave^  ihould  render 
him  the  flave  of  the  Priefts.  It  was  decidedi  in  a 
committee  holden  at  the  favourite's,  that  it  waai 
neccffary  his  Majefty  fhould  be  awakened  from  this 
'.^  ftate. 
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ftate,'  by  fomc  powerful  temptation,  capable  of 
diverting  him,  and  of  recalling^  his  former  incli- 
nations. He  was  perfuaded  to  order  a  journey  to 
Trianon,  where  a  young  objc5b  v/as  placed  in  his 
way>  pbOefled  of  all  the  charms  of  redu<5lion ;  for 
Madalrf^  Dubarri,  for  fome  time  pad,  imitated  the 
example  of  Madame  de  Pompadour,  and,  for  various 
reafons,  was  inceflantly  procuring  frelh  objedls  to 
the  Monarch.  From  the  confequeacc  of  that 
blind  fatality,  which  makes  a  mockery  of  the  vain 
prbjeffcs  of  man,  and  often  confounds  the  greatefl 
wifdom,  the  very  efforts  of  thefc  corrupters  turned 
againft  themfclves,  and  France  was  faved. 

The  new  beauty  introduced  to  the  King's  bed, 
had  already  the  feeds  of  the  fmall-pox  concealed 
within  her,  which  began  even  to  unfold  themfclves, 
ftn^  rendered  her  infenfible  to,  and  even  impatient 
of^  the  careffes  of  the  Monarch  ;  v/ho,  in  the  mean 
time,  was  perpetually  abforbing  the  peftilential 
'miafmata  of  this  cruel  difeafe.  He  took  to  his  bed 
the  next  day,  and  the  firft  projed  of  the  advifers 
of  the  favourite  was,  to  keep  his  Majefty  at  Trianon, 
where  he  Would  be  under  their  own  management  j 
but  the  faculty  decided  otherwife,  and  the  patient 
was   brought    back    to  Vedailies    in    his 


night- 


gown. 


It  was  prefcntly  known  that  Lewis  XV.  had  the 
finall-pox,  and  the  news  foon  reached  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  kingdom.  Tiic  majority  of  the  people 
were  rejoiced  at  itj  others,  confidering  that  his. 
fucceflbr  was  not  yet  twenty,  were  alarmed  for  tlic 
confequcncrs. 

\  The  Dauphin,  however,  behaved  wltli  a  prudence 
Ifiucli  ibove  his  age }  his  firft  care  was  to  prefent 
^'^.  ■•  T  3  himfelf 
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1774.    himfeir  at  the  door  of  hU  grandfather's  thambjcr*: 

The  Kingt  though  he  was  not  told  the  ntature  <rf 

his  diforder,  had  been  perfuaded  not  to  fuflfer  th^ 
children  of  France  to  come  near  him.  The  Duke 
de  la  VriUiere  declared  to  the  Princc>  from  his  M*- 
jefty,  that  his  health  was  too  precious  to  the  State, 
that  it  was  not  his  own',  and  that  he  oug|)t  not  to 
endanger  it  by  entering  into  his  grafidfather's 
apartment,  who  commanded  him  to  abftain  from  it^ 
He  retired,  (hut  himfelf  up  with  the  Dauphinels, 
and  rcfufed  to  fee  the  crowd  of  Courtiers,  whoie 
eyes  were  now  turned  towards  this  rifingfun. 

The  whole  faculty  was  called  in  :  but  the  King 
had  formally  excluded  Do<5tor  Bouvard,  a  perfonal 
enemy  to  DoAor  Bordeu,  Phyfician  to  Madame 
Dubarri,  to  whom  (he  had  engaged  her  illuftrious 
lover  to  give  his  confidence.  The  nature  of  eti- 
quette then  became  evident,  and  it  was  iecn  how 
much  a  Monarch,  fo  abfolute  in  doing  mifchief  to 
'  his  fubjefts,  was  rcftrained  with  regard  to  his  own 
prcfervation  :  when  Lewis  XV.  was  firft  fe.ized 
with  the  fmall-pox,  an  Englilh  Phyfician,  named 
Sutton — related  to  the  man  famous  for  his  particujr 
lar  method  of  inoculating,  and  for  a  fpccific  againft 
the  fmall-pox — being  at  Paris,  offered  his.  fervices 
to  treat  the  patient,  and  to  favc  him.  The,  faculty 
would  not  allow  him  to  come  near  the  King :  He 
was  not  recalled  till  Lewis  XV.  was  g^yep  oyer,, and 
then  he  faid  it  was  too  late.  '" 7   V  \  • 

From  the  beginning  of  the  illnefs,  it  was  pro- 

pofed  to  adminifter  the  Sacrament  to  Lewi§  XV  ; 

but  Doctor  Bordeu,  knowing  how  fatal  this  cycnt 

'    would  be  to  his  miflrefs,  poflponed  it,  ai^  long  as 

l^^  could,  and  ftrongly  objcdtcd  to  apy  Uiing  being 

(aid 
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faid  to  idle  King;  he  aiTured,  that  there  was  yet 
ho  vifibSe  danger,  and  that  a  declaration  of  this 
ftind  deftroyed  three-fourths  of  the  fick  people. 
Madame  Dubarri  availed  herfelf  of  this  refpite,  to 
remain  con ftantly  at  the  bed-fide  of  her  lover. 
w  The  Clei^y,  apprehending  that  the  expiring  Mo- 
fiirch,  would  flip  out  of  their  hands,  were  cxafpe- 
rated  j  they  loudly  cenfured  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris,  who  had,  indeed,  repaired  to  Court  at  the 
beginning  of  this  fatal  news,  but  had  made  na 
cfibrt  to  aflume  an  authority  over  the  King's  con- 
icience,  and  had  even  fufltred  himfclf  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  his  prefence,  in  a  humiliating  manner. 
It  was  the  patient  himfelf,  "who,  being  informed  by 
the  Sicur  de  la  Martiniere,  who  never  concealed  the 
truth,  that  he  had  the  fmall-pox,  impofed  the 
penance  iipoh  himfelf;  and  faid,  the  fifth  day  of 
hi$  illnefs,  in  the  night-time,  to  thofe  who  were 
about  him:  I  have  no  dejire  to  be  compelled  to  renew 
fbefamefcene  as  at  Metz  ;  let  the  But  chefs  d^Aigttillcn 
heinfitrmedi  tbatjhe  will  do  me  apleafure  in  removing  the 
Coiintefi  Dubarri*  After  this  painful  feparation,  the 
Clergy  had  no  difficulty  of  fucceeding  in  other  re- 
ipe^lsj  Lewis  XV.  received  the  Sacraments  two 
days  .after:  previous  to  which,  the  Grand  Almoner 
ipade  the  following  fpeech  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty: 

"  Although  the  King  be  accountable  to  none  but 
**  God  for  his  condud,  he  is  forry  to  have  given  any 
^  occanon  of  fcandal  to  his  fubje^s ;  and  declares 
"  that  he  will  hereafter  live  only  for  the  maintenance 
**  of  religion,  and  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people/" 

Tile  orator's  intentipn  in  this  difcourfe  was  to  pfe* 
fcrvc  the  dignity  of  his  mafter,  which  led  him  to  at^- 

T  4  vangc 
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vance  an  abfurdity  j  a  thing  contrary  even  to  the  nntx- 

ims  of  the  Cicrgy  j  for,  admitting  even  that  the  King' 

were  not  accountable  for  his  actions  in  a  politicalv' 

view,  yet  he  certainly  is  not  the  lefs  obliged  to  fet. 

the  example  as  a  Chriftian,  in  a  religious  light  i  and. 

this  is  the  more  particularly  incumbent  upon  him,  a^ 

he  is  in  a  more  exalted  (lation,  and  therefore  re* 

drained  by  duties  of  a  more  rigorous  and  more  conn 

fpicuous  nature.   Such  is  the  doflrine  preached  every' 

day  in  our  pulpits :  but  M.  de  la  Roche- Aimon,  be-- 

ing  one  of  the  mod  ignorant  Prelates  in  France,  andv 

of  the  mod  confined  talents— which  indeed  is  faying 

.a  great  deal — fpoke  with  the  zeal  of  a  Courtier,  and 

not  of  an  Apoflle ;  he  was  a  greater  adept  in  adulation 

than  in  reafoning.     Had  he  done  his  duty,  he  would 

undoubtedly  have  determined  his  Majcfty  to  fee  the 

Prince  of  Conti,  who  was  dill  in  difgrace,  and  would 

have  perfuadcd  him  to  a  reconciliation,  the  fird  dep 

requiredof  dying  perfons.         '  ♦! 

Lewis  XV.  lived  only  three  days  after  the  Sacra-* 

ments  had  been  adminiflered  to  him  j  the  next  day 

there  was  a  momentary  change  for  the  better;  this 

was  judged  by  the  conduft  of  the  Courtiers,  who  in 

the  fird  indance  had  liooted  the  Dubarri's,  fo  as  ta 

compel  them  all  to  quit  Verfailles,  and  to  force  the 

young  Marchionefs  of  that  name,  who  v/as  obliged 

by  her  duty  to  remain  v/ith  the  Countefs  d'Artois, 

at  lead  to  alter  her  livery,  ihat  Ihe  might  appear  lefs 

confpicuous :  their  behaviour  was  now  changed,  ir 

^as  a  continual  proceflion  of  coaches  from  Verfailles 

to  Ruelles,  where  the  favourite  was,  more  nun^rous 

than  that  from  Paris  to  Verfailles;  but  they  foon  re- 

traf^ed,  in  proportion  as  the  accounts  became  more 

delperate.  jh4PiTH«5 
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^-Thc  King  died  on  the  loth  of  May,' at  twenty  mi- 
nutes after  three.  The  whole  Court  inltantly  re-* 
paired  to  Choify ;  there  only  remained  with  the  body 
the  perfons  neceflary  to  take  care  of  it :  the  utmoft 
precipitation  was  ufed  in  removing  it  from  the  callle.; 
none' of  the  ufual  formalities  were  obferved,  for  the 
greater  difpatch;  and,  as  perfons  of  the  profeflion 
could:  not  be  found,  intrepid  enough  to  fulBl  them, 
in  forty-eight  hours  time  the  corpfe  was  carried  to 
St.  Denis,  with  a  fuite  of  forty  of -the  body  guards^J 
and  a  few  pages  attended  with  lights.  The  coffin 
was  put  in  a  hunting  carriage,  and  came  out  at  the 
opening  in  the  front  -,  the  efcort  hurried  oh  the  dead 
man,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  fo  often  hurried 
them  in  his  life-time.  Never  was  Monarch  more 
fpeedily  conduced.  The  fame  indecency  prevailed 
upon  the  road  among  the  fpeftators,  and  at  St.  Denis : 
the  public-houfes  were  filled  with  drunkards  who  were 
finging,  and,  if  it  be  a  faft,  that  there  is  truth  in  wine, 
we  may  eafily  judge  of  the  fentiments  of  the  people 
'  from  the  fpeech  of  one  of  them: — ^The  landlord  wiih- 
|ng  to  turn  this  man  out  of  the  houfe,  in  order  to  get  - 
rid  of  him,  told  him  that  the  funeral  of  Lewis  XV. 
was  going  to  pafs  by : — JVhat,  faid  he,  with  a  licen- 
tioufnefs  which  Ihewed  plainly  the  fituation  he  was 

in,  the  r /  has  ftarved  us  in  his  life-time,  and  he  is 

pew  to  deftfoy  us  with  thirji  at  his  death  ? 

A  bon  mot  of  another  kind,  attributed  to  the  Abbe 
de  Sainte  Genevieve,  gives  us,  in  addition  to  this 
curfe  of  the  populace,  the  fentiments  of  the  citizens, 
who  refleded  more  ferioufly.  When  this  Abbe  was 
jelled  with  upon  the  fubjeft  of  his  Saint,  and  upon 
the  little  virtue  which  the  opening  of  the  fhrine, 
formerly  fo  efficacious,  had  juft  difplayed :  "  fVetl 

"  Gentlemen;' 
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1 774.    "  GentlemiH,**  anfwered  he,  "  what  do  you  complain  off 

■*—    ^*  isbtnotdeadf 

In  a  word,  the  furname  of  Louis  U  iefiri^y  which 
was  unanimoufly  decreed  to  his  fucceflbr,  was  un- 
doubtedly the  moft  bitter  fatire  that  could  be  made 
upon  the  reign  of  Louis  le  kieu-aimS-f,  Decency  did 
not  permit  Lewis  XVI.  to  accept  this  title  of  antici- 
pated flattery;  he  rejeifted  it  with  indignation,  jea- 
lous, without  doubt,  of  obtaining  it  more  worthily 
from  pofVerity.    0  uiiuam ! 
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Secret  Expedition,  from  1758  to  1759^  * 

*I;y:,  ..;;■■■■'.  .  .  ■    .     ■  < 

'  iS^^-^  A  D  V  E  It  T  I  S  E  ME  N  T.         ^ 

s  h^-i'iii  .     .  , :- .-  ■    ■■-••    -  -  '  •  t 

^HE  following  mmoir  has  been  dnnmunicated  to  Us 
"T.  .formerly  fy  a  Firjl  Clerk  of4heUa'Uy:  this  is  the 
ittfimation^  be  gsWrfts  rejpeefing  this  fingular  piece. 
M»  BerryeTi  then  Mnifter  of  this  dep»tinm,  net  kncfV" 
ing  what,  to  think  ofihisfecret  eitpeditimyand  of  what 
badfajfedin  it,  confuiledM,  de^£eri,who  bad  em^ 
barked  in  tbe'fpiadrontubieb  was  intruded  with  if. 
Though  (Ufappoinud-of  tho  profit  hi  hadettfeSled  iw  this 
veyagi,  this  merchant  was  the  mbft  impartial  bifiorian  hie 
€Ould  have  bad.  He  Was  reckoned  a  man  of  tinderfiand^ 
ingy  merit,  andprabityiand,  as  he  had  heen  often  at  fea, 
he  was  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  navy,  to  'draw  up 
an  account  fuch  as  the  Minifter  required*  In  theperufal 
of  it  we  fee,  that  this  firanger,  though  more  conneSt^d 
with  M,  Marcbis  than  with  the  cfficers,  did  not  conceal 
the  faults  and  defers  of  the  former.      ■  '<'■  >■  '   ' 

As  for  the  reft,  the  anecdote  of  the  flap  in -the  face,  and 
the  account  of-M*  Marcbis^  have  been  communicated  to 

MS 
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,us  hy  a  man  ofveraiity,  wbofe  tefiimcny  cannot  hefuf- 

to  conclude  what  concerns  this  cekhrated  adventurer^ 
M.  Marchis  died  among  the  Malayans^  in  a  riot,  where 

he  was  killed.  ^  ^.  •  ^   .  ^  *, 

^       ^  •  ,•     ir  ■-'^-      '"'  .    /  '      ."^f^     /^'''^ 
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A  Certain  number  of  fhips  laden  with  the  mer- 
chandize of  Afia,  return  every  year  from  India 
.  into  England.    Tliefe  Tcflcla  4c  'was  the  bufinefs  to 
intercept ;  and  it  is  of  the  execution  of  this  projed 
that  we  mean  to  fpeak>  under  the  title  of  Secret 
Expedition,     t.jvi  ;.  ^•.^viiii^/q./iwi,  fyMVy'fr,,; 

^^/Jn  1758  there  was  a  man  in  Paris  much  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  Oriental  feas,  whc^^hayiifg  becfj  long  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Dutch  Company,  had  acquired  a 
tolerably  accurate  knowledge  of  the  critde  of  thc^- 
^li(h  in  Indiai  he  bad  quitted  the  Dutch  icrvice  for 
fome  private  reafgns,  and,  being  born  in  France,,  h^d 
Aoc  loft  the  fentiments  of  a  good  patriot?  he  bjKl 
therefore  formed  the  projed  of  carrying  off  ibfaq;«f 
the  ihips  fpoken  of  above,  for  which  pujcgdj:.. he 
wanted  fome  of  the  King's  frigates  ^  and,.hAviDgjgain- 
^  ied  accefs  to  the  Government,  he  made  .hjs.  d^oand 
..(0  the  perfon  who  was  then  charged  wlUi  fhe  df^pstt- 
:. ment  of  the  navy.    The  Court,  always  difpdfod  .to 
^wwlX  itfelf  of  the  lights  that  are  imparted,  wifltedto 
Ci^aipine  the  matter  thoroughly  i  the  projfd:  was 
^mply  difcufTed,  and  when  the  Mini(l:ef  was.  pecfedt 
Vnaher  of  it,  he  found  it  worthy  of  being  Carried  into 
ipxecution  fpr  his  M^yefly :  M.  Marchis  (the  name  of 
\  the  fpeculator)  was  given  to  ynderftand,  that  it  would 
^  more  glorious  for  him  to  undertake  fuch  an  ex- 
pedicion  in  the  name  of  the  King,    The  author,  of 
%«  .  the 
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the  projeft,  who  had  not  learnt  in  Holland  the  in- 
trigues of  the  Court  of  France,  was  eafilf  prevailed 
upon  I  he  agreed  fuccelTively  to  every  thing  that  waa 
propofed,  waa  flattered  with  the  fair  prorpe6t  dif- 
played  to  him,  and  was  only  (enfible  of  it's  varyingt 
when  matters-  were  nearly  concluded :  at  length  the 
veil  was  removed,  when  it  was  too  late  to  retra^. 
The  budnefs  is  now,  to  examine  what  his  plan  wass 
*#e  fhallafterwards  fee  what  method  was  purfufd  to 
carry  it  into  execution,  and  to  accelerate  the  Aecef- 
'fary  armament ;  we  fhall  then  rc-aflume  our  account 
of  the  fevtral  operations  of  the  campaign,  and  inge- 
nuoufly  relate  by  what  fatality,  or  by  what  feries  of 
improper  meafures,  this  fine  projcA,  fo  clear,  fo  fim- 
ple,  arid  to  all  appearances  fo  certain,  has  neverthe- 
lefs  failed  in  the  moft  complete  manner. 

Toiliccecd  in  a  cruize  it  is  neceflary,  ift,  to  afcer- 

^ain  a  fixed  point,  where  the  feveral  ve0els  intended 

to  be  intercepted  are  to  be  met  with.   adly.  One  mult 

^'know  that  they  will  be  thel'e  at  a  ftated  period. 

'  3dly.  There  fliould  be  no  apj>rehenrion  that  the  fca- 

'Yon^  the  winds,  or  the  currents  (hould  throw  the 

^cruizing  velfels  out  of  their  ftations.    4thly.  One 

muft  be  able  to  calculate  the  forces,  more  or  lefs  nu- 

iheroms,  one  may  have  to  do  with,,  in  order  to  keep 

al^ys  a'fuperior  force,     {thly.  In  a  word,  one  muk 

at  leaft  have  one  failing  fhip,  fwifc  enough  to  come 

^  up  rn  a  chacc  with  any  veflcl  whatever.    The  Mini- 

'""fier  thought  he  had  found  all  thefe  conditions  in  the 

>  accepted  projeA. 

f  ^  The  cruize  was  at  firft  fettled  for  St.  Helen's,  as 
; 'difc  pUcc  Where  the  (hips  of  the  EnglFfh  Company, 
^'fbMrfg  fmm  the  Indies  and  China,  invariably  put 
hi  beHde  the  motives  ot  co^nvenience,  they  have  ab- 
-^  -  -  "  .  Uutc 
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folute  orders  to  touch  there,  to  join  the  ihip  feric  ;^ 
from  Burope  to  convoy  them.  The  war  gave  no;^ 
reaibn  to  fear  that  they  would  alter  their  route,  fin(^,]f( 
they  had  not  done  it  during  the  laft  war,  nor  in  thie  ,^ 
beginning  of  this  *.  It  was  afterwards  demonftrared»  .^ 
that  the  paffagc  of  thefe  veflels  began  in  Decemb<fr  .^ 
at  fooneft,  and  ended  «t  lateft  in  May.  This  aflef-  ^ 
;tion  was  Aipportcd  by  proofs  taken  from  the  know-  *, 
ledge  of  the  monibons,  which  blow  towards  the  fef-  ,. 
veral  coafts  where  the  Englilh  trade,  and  efpeciall^ 
from  the  neceflity  of  doubling  the  Cape  of  Oood  ^  ^, 
Hope,  fo  juftly  cailfd  the  Cape  of  Storms,  in  the  pro-  '^' 
per  feafom  Befides,  this  Cruise  was  reprefented'as  .^ 
one  of  the  moft  favourable  that  c<)uld  be  made.  Thte  ,„  ^ 
winds  in  that  part  ufimlly  blow  from  the  fame  quait-  / 
ter,  are  never  violent;  the  fea  is  beautiful  and  balm, 
the  (ky  pure  and  unclouded,  the  dimate  whoiefome  , 
and  temperate;  but  the  greatcft  advatttagc*  »s  an  aJ- 
moft  certain  eftimation  of  the  longitudie,  without  ,,, 
light  of  land,  by  the  knowledge  of  the  fc^rerial  mag- 
netic variations  in  thefe  latitudes.  Neither  w^  there 
any  reaibn  to  fear  being  attacked  by  aft  erfeiYifyof  fij- 
perior  force.  •  It  is  known' that  the  fliipsxiomiligfroiti  , 
Europe  take  great  care  to  avoid  St:  Helcii's,  and  thfe  ' 
Englifti  were  not  able  to  redall  anylbrces  from  lA^a  ^^\ 
that  year;  (b  that  it  was  only  neceffary  to  bfc  jibk  to-^rf-  '^', ' 
gage  «  frigate  of  40  guns,  which  fomctlilies  accompa-  V 
nies  thefe  veflels  on  their  return,  or  A  fifty-gufi  fliif)  J  '^ 
coming  from  England  to  fetch  them.  The  final  refult , '  ^* 
of  allv  thefe  Ibppofitions  was,  that-  it  being  in  our    ."/ 

*  BfiA4M,  the  fobfiftence  of  the  inhabit&«tB  of  the  illand  de^'  /^ ' 
pended.vipqinit,  for  every  veiTel  was. obliged  to  bring  there  ihret^^'  ^ 
tuDs  of  nee,  which  they  took  up  in  India,         .^^i  jilm^  'ifi^  ■•^UvA 
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Jjoi^er  to  fehd  vcflels  of  greater  or  Icfs  force,  no- 
thing could  prevent  u$  from  choofing  the  beft-failing 
ihips,  or  even  from  increaHng  this  ^vantage  by  all 
poflible  means.  What  fuccefs  was  there  not  rieafonto 
ex^edti  when  it  was  cOnfidered  thdc  they  wete  King's 
Ihips,  which  were  going  to  attack  niercnantitien— that 
the  former  would  be  newly  careened,  light,  and  ma- 
noeuvred with  as  much  rapidity  as  preciHoni  while 
the  latter  would  have  been  fatigued  at  lea  for  feveral 
months,  would  be  ladeii  up  to  their  very  tops,  and 
would  have  the  greateft  patt  of  their  crews  difabled. 
The  projed  being  thus  fettled,  three  things  were  ne- 
ccflary  to  make  it  fucceed ;  firfti  to  put  the  fqiia- 
dron  intended  for  this  enterprize  in  a  f^ate  of  fupe- 
rioi"  ftrength  to  the  enemyi  and  to  fend  it  early  enough 
not  to  be  expofed  to  the  hazards  and  impediments 
which  (6^  often  make  naval  expeditions  mifcariy  :  fe- 
condly,  to  prov^ide  it  with  every  thing  heceflary  foi* 
it's  prefervatioh  and  fubfiftencc,  fo  as  to  fenablc  it  to 
begin  the  cruize  as  early,  and  to  continue  it  as  long^ 
as  circumltances  fhould  i-equirc :  thifdly*  aS  harmony, 
exaftnefs,  and  perfeverance  in  the  execution,  were  of 
themfelves  fufficient  to  infure  fuccefs,  the  moft  effec- 
tual nicaijLires  w^re  to  be  taken  to  prevent  every  thing 
that  might  excite  contrary  difpdfitions  between  the 
chiefs  and  the  fubalteriis.  W6  ftiall  fee  by  the  fequeli 
that  this  point,  especially,  was  the  one  in  which  th6 
policy  of  the  Minifter  mifcarricd.  Let  us  now  pro** 
ceed  to  ejtamine  the  preparatives.  In  the  month  ot 
Auguft  1758,  that  is  to  fay,  when  the  fquadron  ought 
to  have  fct  faili  an  order  was  fcnt  to  Breft  to  fit  out 
a  64  gon  fliipj^nd  two  frigates.  The  mofe  to  acce> 
lerate  the  expedition^  one  fliip  had  been  pitched  upon 
wfiich  was  c?xcellently  well  adapted  to  the  purpofe. 
Vol,  IV.  U  bu 
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but  ^hich  was  undergoing  a  confider^bie  repair,  and 
was  in  no  great  forwardriefs:  the  Court  was  given  to 
tinderftand,  that  they  had  not  confidered,  that  it  would 
have  been  as  *wclll  to  order  a  fhip  to  be  built  on  pur- 
pofej  upon  whidh  another  of  50  guns  was  fubftitiited 
to  it,  acknowledged  alfo  to  be  very  gbodi  but  the 
Captain  hcrt  being  fatisfied  with  her,  it  was  ne^cflary 
to  name  a  third,  which  was  a  veffcl  fr6m  Provence  *. 
'We  have  already  obferved,  that  twofrigates  w^re  fit- 
tfng  out.    They  could  only  carry  proviHons  for  fix 
*  iTipnths,  and   the  Commandant  had  fonric  only  for 
feven,  for  a  voyage  of  at  Icaft  a  twelvemonth.    Tl^is 
incpnveniertce  might  eafily  have  been  rcniiedied,  by 
'loading  a  pink  at  the  fuitc  of  the  fcjuadron ;  bu^  an 
eafi^r  ^nd  lefs  estpenfive  expedient  was  thbug^it  of. 
•  ^  It  was  a  point  fettled,  that  we  fliould  hot  pafs  the 
*^^ Madeira  iflands  without  having  taken  feveral  prizes; 
accordingly,  arrangements  had  been  already  iiiade  to 
'^  preferve  one  or  feveral  of  them  f6r  hofpital  fliipsx  in 
'Which  the  provifions  of  the  others  Ihould  be  put. 
Thefe  hopes  ought  certainly  to  have  been  very  well 
founded,   otherwife  the  expedition  was  expofed  to 
the  rifque  of  failing  for  a  triffin^  matter,  eitlier  by 
'wafting,  at  the  firft  placd  they  Ihould  put  in  at,tinfie 
'  which  was  very  precious,  in  fupplyjng  themfelves 
*  with  provifions,  or  by  being  dilHbledy  for  want  of 
that  refource,  from  cr'uizing  as  long  as  it  might  per- 
•haps  be  neceflary.     But  the  Miitifter  Kad  ho  con- 
*fidcration  more  urgent,  than  the  geftihg  rid  of  us  ^ 
we  are  too  apt  to  imagine,  in  naval  affairs,  thav  when 
A  CMice  a  fquadrpn  is  failed,  every  thing  is  done.     Our* 


*  VAcbilU  of  64  guns ;  the  two  frigates  were  the  Ztpkpr,  ani 
the  SyriMtt  of  xz  gans  each. 
'  ftill 
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llUt.refnaincd  fomc  time  in  the  road  ;tli?  crews; Were 
incrpafpfi^  but  there  was  no  money  ta  paythem^ 
§Uls  qf  exchange  were  fent,  which  were  i^pt  ye^due. 
At  Jt^flgct*  ah  cxaininatJQp  was  qiade^  ^n4  40^000 
liyi^^s  *  wej-e  embar|ted>^  |:<;^  flipply  the  w,ant  of.  the 
pink  o|  the  deficiency  of  il^e  P?.i9cs,  j^hich,wero 
iook^d.  ugon  as  furc.  .  Thi?  w^eiioughjpfurniik  u^ 
with  proYi^^ons  for  about  fix  we^ks^aqcl^'^lth  thefe 
iiipcpurs  we^  jet  f^il  the  1 4th  of  Oftobet^  ^jh  a  tolc- 
i-abiy  favijj^f able  vind.  The  fccret  of  pyr,ccjmrniflJoi^ 
w^s  tti^  i^^cumilance  that  had  beeii  b^ft  qbierved  i 
Mrheh  we  iet  put,  we  were  fent  cYi^fy  wlaere  but  to 
the  place  we  were  gpifi^;.  Two  |Ja/Jjertgcrs  h^  beeni 
put  oh  board  of  u^t^(;ognitjp,  ^hichgavc  rifif  to  many 
{peculations.  M,  ^?r,  MalH^c  was  now  only  anxious 
upop  0^^  ppipt,  whiicih  wasi  whether  we  Ihould  efcape 
the  ^qgliih  i  as  fpr^.  the,  reftj  he  had  reafon  to  con- 
gri^iutate  himfelf  Upon  haVjing  undertaken  an  enter- 
prizi^i  the  fuccef^  o.(*which  wbpld  illuftfate  his  admi- 
niftratjon^  how^yc|r  fhoi't,  as  he  expe6led,  it's  duration 
might  be.  He  aep^nded  much  upon  the  Com- 
mander of  the  fquadron  t  with  whom  he  had  been 
ihtjmate.  jHPe  was.  a,  man  of  fafhion,  but  poor,  and 
obliged  to  himfelf  only  (or  his  education.  With- 
out haying;  ever  beeh  at  Court,  he  poffefled  all  the  art 
^[  of  tfi^  moft  cojifummate  Courtier  i  deftitute  of  any 
prote£^lon  or  fuppoft,  ht  had  foUnd  means,  by  dint 
of  JabouTj  fupplenefs,  arid  perfeverance,  to  fupplant 
feverai  of  his  cpmrades  j  inufed  to  fatigue,  exadl  in 

*^'^'^*  ftet#<eh  one  aiid  two  thoufdnd  pounds. 
«*JLjQ!^  M.  de  Marhieres,  Captain  of  a  (hip,  commanded  VAchilhi 
M.  de  Oraffe,  lieutenant,  the  Zephir  i  and  M.  Dumatz,  tha 
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his  diityVWd  fond  of  his '  profcffiori,  hef'  had  for  i 
long  while  cbnnlnianded  a/rrgace,  in  two  fquadrons^ 
and  had  always  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  vigi- 
kilce  in  difbovefing  the  enemy,  his  aiftivity  in  pur-^ 
fuing  them,  and  his  ardour  to  take  them.    In  a. 
wdrd,  he '  was  Cardinal  Mazarin's  nian^  he  was  for- 
tunate.   THefe  great  qualities  rendered  hini' very  fit  . 
to  comoiand  the  expedition  intruded  to  him.    Of 
the  two  Captairis  of  the  frigates,  one  was  a  friepd 
and  relation  td  fhfc  Minifter,  the  other  was  his  ne- 
phew  J  thib   -is  their  greateft  merit.    The  fttfki  how- 
ever, pafTed  for  bring  a  good  fubaltern  officer.    Such, 
V/ere  the  Chiefs  df  our  expedition  J    It  began  happily^ 
enough,  fi'ncc  it  is  become  a  fortunate  ievcnt  for  thc^ 
French,  not  to  be  taken  upon  theit,  going  out  of  their 
roads  :  we  therefore  efcaped  the  E(lgliih,  who  were 
cruizing  on  our  coafts,  and  we  avoided,  according  tot, 
the  orders  of  the  Court,  caking  notice  of  any  veflel 
vvhatfoeyer.     On  the  i8th,  M.  de  Marnieres,  being 
at  more  than   150  leagues  off  Ufhant,  opened  hi% 
packets;  and  the  firft  refuk  of  this  was  to  change 
our  proceeding,  and  to  order  our  frigates  t0,  gl^ 
chace  to  every  thing  thty  (hould  meet,  and  ^(^  fp*^ 
gage,  take,  or  fink  the  enemy*s  Ihips.    i^hc  vcry- 
next.day  we  took  a  fmall  Engtifh  collier  in  tow i,ic 
Teemed  a  natural  thing  to  burn  her,  as  ihe,  could  not 
be  of  any  ufe  to  us,  but,  on  the  contrary,  muft, of 
neccflTity  retard  us  greatly  in  our  courfc,  y/hpic  every/ 
inflant  of  time  became  daily  more  preciotis :  thist 
was  not  done,  and  it  was  thought  pi-ppcr  tofai:;7,thi^ 
conqueil  in.  triumph,  and  to  take  her  in  tow,  ii^pi^^ 
not  to  ]of^  fight  of  he/..,  Confidcring  this  merely  a*/ 
an  obje£t  of  parade^  our  knowing  failori.had  oe^iv 
cafipn  the  very  next  day  to  prefume  that  wc  bad 
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tone  right,  and  that  we  (hould  fcarce  take  any  prizes, 
out  of  the  fame  nature.     Accordingly,  as  early  as 
fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  frigates  havijig  no- 
ticed two  veffels  in  the  fouth,  and  S,  S,  W.  inllead  of 
remaining  with  our  main-fail,  as  we  were,  we  trim- 
med biir  courfes   and  top-fails,  and  fteered  from 
S.  S.  E.   to  S.  4-  S,  E.   near  the  wind,    with   the 
Englifli  flag  and   dreamers:   the  weather  having 
cleared  up,'  the  veflel  in  the  fouth  bore  down  upon 
us.    ThiVe  was  no  doubt  made  of  her  being  a  priva- 
teer J  fhe  was  a  very  pretty  built  ihip,  and  fuitcd  us 
cxadtly;    we  already  congratulate(5^ourfelves  upon 
this  capture,  but  this  was  felling  the  bear's-fkin  be- 
fore it  was  killed  :  inftead  of  fuffcring  her  to  engagd 
herfelf;  arid  of  making  one  of  the  two  frigates  tack  in 
6rder  to  galh  the  wind  of  her,  we  failed  'all  three  on 
the  ftirbbard  tatk,  while  (he  bore  down  on  the  lar- 
bblafd  Mt,  tacking  to  windward  of  us,  the  wind  being 
thien  frohiS.W.  to  iS.  S.  W.    The  Syrene,  which 
wa$  fdrefnbft,  and  neareft  to  the  enemy,  having  placed 
herielf  klong  fide  the  veflel,  poured  in  her  broadfide, 
fHll  gding  forward  i  the  Bag  was  immediately  taken 
dbWn,  without  firing  one  fingle  gun;  it  was  pre- 
ibmed'  that  the  veflel.  had  ftruck,  and  difpofitions 
were  itiadc  for  taking  her  in  tow.     How  great  was 
our  fui-Jiriie',  when  we  faw  the  flag  hoifl:ed  again,  and 
the  veflel  trowded  with  faHs !  this  manoeuvre  was 
thought  fcandalous  and  unfair  ;  we  talked  of  punifli- 
trt^it  ai  it  deferved,  and  propofed  ample  vengeance 
to  obi-felves.    She  failed  away  the  more  rapidly:  we 
^rti  bbligcd  to  lack  about,  and  to  Jet  out  our  reefs, 
<lrh?cn'  iieiri'' alfb  entangled.    Paring  this  manoeuvre, 
^hJch  "wis ^  far  from  being  executed  with  precifion, 
^T^iJ  enemy  got  confiderably  a-head,  fleering  W,  N.W. 
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and  after  tW6  hours  ch ace,  her  fupcrior  fwifcnefs  ftill 
cnablmg  her  *to  rtiaintaih  her  advantage,  we  tacked 
about  i^th  the  regret  of  having  mifled  our  prey.  An 
in^Yiiry  was  th^n  made  by  whole  fault  this  had  hap- 
pfehfed.     The  Coihttiatidant  tkid  it  to  the  charge  of 
the  Subalterns  i  and  tKefe  tipoh  their  Chief  j  while 
matters  in  the   mc4n  tirhe  Were  not   better  con- 
du6tedf     i^roni  thtit  day  Wie  met  with   none  but 
tibutral  bottotns,  qll  iire  4rrry'e4  as  far  as  the  Cape  de 
Vcrd  Iflands,  where  we  ahchorcd  oh  the  i6th  of 
Novcniber.    This  place  was,  indeed,  tbe  firft  wc 
vrdtt  to  ftop  at,  according  to  the  orders  of*  the  Court  ^  ; 
but  they  were  conditional,    and   ^he  fituation  ii> 
vhich  wc  weVe  feenried  to  enable  us  to  proceed,  « 

'  At  bur  depaj^ture  from  France,  we  had  taken  ii\ 
^tcr  for  more  than  oiie  hundred  daysj  a  circuni- 
.  itance  not  known :  fo  that  we  had  ilill  enough  re-n 
jnaining  for  niore  th^n  fourfcore,  and  this,  being 
%cll  iT)an^ged,  might  have  lafted  ninety,  ^ndeven 
$n   hundred  days.       Why   Ihould   we,    therefore, 
limufe  ourfelves  near  a  week  in  a  ilate  of  inactivity 
(entirely  ufelefs,  and  lofe  a  time  become  more  and 
^  >inore  precious  from  j(ll  the  delays  we  had  expcrl- 
fcrttcd  ?    This  was  the  lead  inconvenience  we  fpf-*, 
tained  j  and  we  muft  now  begin  to  reveal  the  iirft 
^eeds  of  difcord,  whicl}  increafed  fo  mych  in  the 
fequel  as  to  occalioh,  in  a  great  nieafur^,  that  f^ne^ 
t)f  misfortuhes  which  the  fquadron  ijnderwen?.    "We 
have  alJ-eady  obfervipd,  tliat  two  paflengers  had  em-* 
barked  incognito.     Who  were  thcfe  two  naen,  and 
wrbit  y^ere  they  to  do  ?    This  w^s  at  firft  a  problcni 
to  the  (bpdrbrOHicersi    Itniight  have  rernained  fo 
^long  time,  if  the  prefent  fifcncc  had 'been  ob- 
fpired  i^  but  M,  de  Marnieres  had  fc^rce  opened  his 
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packets,  than  it  was  known  that  there  was  in  them 
a  brevet  of  Captain  of  a  frigate  for  the  campaign 
granted  to  the  Sieur  Marchis,  author  of  the  project, 
and  one  of  the  two  ftrangers  j  the  other  was  a  mer- 
chant of  Lifbon  *.     This  was  all  that  had  yet  tranf* 
pired  ;  it  was  not  pofllble  that  it  fhould  be  kept  a 
iecret  i  but  the  circumftance  that  ought  to  have  been 
fb,  was,  that  in  thefe  fame  packets  there  was  an  order 
from  the  King  which  appointed  the  Chevalier  dc 
Grafle  Commandant  of  the  fquadron,  in  cafe  of  (he 
death  of  M.  dc  Marnieres,  and  in  cafe  they  both 
died,  M.  Marchis.     This  is  the  point  which  gave 
confiderable  offence,  and  that  in  which  the  policy 
of  the  Miniftry  was  deficient.     In  fadV',  no  good 
reception  was  given  to  a  ftranger  who  only  entered 
into^the  fervice  of  the  navy  at  that  very  inftant, 
and  was  upon  th^  eVe  of  commanding  three  fets  of 
St^^  Officers.    It  would   already  have  been  fuiffi- 
•cient  to  fee  him  fecond  Captain  ;  if  that  quality, 
which  only  fignifies  a  man  in  a  Ihip  who  has  nothing 
to  do»  had  not  comforted  them  for  this  fuperiority. 
Befides,  M.  de  Marnieres  had  done  all  he  could  tp 
elucle  acknowledging  him  in  that  rank,  and  even 
this  acknowledgment  had  been  made  with  fo  little 
fprm,  that,  properly  fpeaking,  he  was  nothing  more 
than  a  mere  paflenger,  who  is  treated  with  fome  . 
degree  of  conlideration.     He  did  not  even  enjoy  his 
lodging  i  and  the  Commandant,  in  bellowing  every 
rtiark  of  vain  politenefs  upon  him,   had  infenfibly 

''*'M.  dft  Leffert,  ft  French  merchant  fettled  at  Liflioni  IS^^ 
conmiffionyi  at  bnng  acquainted  with  the  coaatry,  was  to  dire^ 
the  fale  of  the  merchandize  of  the  veflels  that  w^re  taken,  ^d  tQ 
procure  ail  a4v9ntageQus  difpofal  of  them^ 

V  4  tak^n 
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taken  from  him  all  the  little  privileges  ^hjch 
pnight  have  excited  the  lead  jealoufy  even  in  the 
youngeft  of  the  Officers.  This  condpft,  irregular  as 
it  was,  would  undoubtedly  have  fucceeded,  if  the 
morofe  and  proud  difpofitipn  of  M.  Marchis  could 
have  agreed  with  the  artful  and  fupple  character  of 
M.  de  Marnieres ;  the  latter  derived  no  otl^er  ad- 
vantage from  his  artiHces,  than  to  involve  himfelf 
every  inftant  in  frelh  difficulties,  from  which  he  ex- 
tricated hjmfelf  worfe  and  worfe,  becaufe  authority, 
when  one?  c^Ucd  ip  queftion,  never  recovers  it's  |ir(t 

*  vigour,  ^d  always  continues  decreafipg.  4^ 

'  As  M.  Marchis  was  to  have  the  condufjb  of  the 

expedition,  it  was  enjoined  to  M*  de  Marnieres,  in  his 
inftrudions,  to  undertake  nothing  without  having 
the  opinion  of  this  ftranger,  even  in  vvriting.  HiSi 
commifllon  was  efpechlly  to,  begin  at  the  departure 
fropi  the  C^pe  de  Vefd  Iflands,  becaufe,  the  croffingt 
of  the  Line  being  conlidered  as  the  mofi;  difficult  n\a-^ 
nceuvre,  an^  of  the  gVeateft  confequcnce,  it  wass 
neceffary  to  be  guided  by  an  experienced  ptloC  i 
this  was  the  decifive  moment.  Tl)e  ^ommandantt 
might  flill  invefl:  M.  Marchis,  his  advifer,  with  all 
the  diftinfbions  with  which  it  had  pleafed  the  Kin^ 
to  honour  him,  make  the  Officers  fenfible  of  how 
much  weight  he  was  to  be  in  th^  expedition,  an4 
keep  them  in  fuch  awe  that  they  would  infallibly. 

■  be   in  proper  fubordination,    and,   if  they  Ihould 

fwcfvc  from  it,  imprefs  them  with  the  idea  of  dif- 

i  picafing  the  Court,  and  of  contributing  to  the  liiif- 

iJDirtunes.  of  lan  expedition,  the  apparatus  and  the 
fccrecy  of  which  kept  France  in  Angular  expe^ka-* 
tioi^.    The  vani  ty  of  M.  de  Marnieres,  and  his  little 

fteadinffs^ 


A    P    P    E    N    D    t    X. 

ileadinef^,  not  permitting  hini  to  take  that  ftep,  he 
did  not  even,  in  default  of  that  fteadinefs.  adopt 
the  conduft  that  appeared  the  moft  natiji'al.    Aii^ 
other  man  would  have  ventured  every  thing  j   he 
would  have  declared  to  M.  Marchis,  tbat  his  inter<- 
ferencc  was  confidered  as  ufclefs,  even  as  difgracc- 
fiilj  and  that  one  could  very  well  do  without' him, 
The  Commandant  was  far  from  making  fuch  a  de- 
claration ;  he  trufled  to  his  policy,  and  thought  thai; 
bv  diqt  of  artiBc^  he  (hould  at  the  fame  time  {pare 
his  own  vanity,  that  of  the   ftranger,    and    even 
that  of  the  fubalterns.     He  therefore  took  the  ad- 
vice of  M.  Marchis  only  in  private,  and  retailed  the 
orders  afterwards  as  coming^  from  himfelf.      The 
campaign  would  have  paffcd  very  well  m  this  manner, 
if  this  manoeuvre  had  lafted  j  but  the  ftranger  and 
the  fubalterns  perceiving  it,  were  equally  diflatisfied 
with  M.  de  IVf  arnieres.     The  former  afFcfted  to  give 
his  advice  publicly,  and  the  latter  to  execute  no- 
thing that  came  through  that  channel  j  this  obliged 
M.  de  Marnicres  to  be  perpetually  devifing  expe- 
dients to  palliate,  to  calm,  and  to  foften ;  but  he  did 
pot  fucceed  on  any  fide ;  his  people  were  alienated 
from  him,  and  M?  Marchis  was  reconciled  to  him 
merely   from  motives  of  policy ;   his  advice  wasi 
only  afked  when  it  was  unavoidable;  and  he  opened 
hin^elf  oi)ly  as  far  as  his  duty  and  his  cohfcience 
required  j  he  entertained  a  deep  relentment  of  the 
little  atterttion  paid  either  to  his  perfon  or-  advke  | 
he  found  himfelf  (hamefully  abufed,   and  could  hoc 
avoid,  from  time  to  time,  letting  his  diffatisfadibft 
appear.    He  in  vain  attempted,  feveral  times,  to 
^iz^  a  portion  of  the  authority  which  belonged  to 
*  him* 
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himj  the  only  refult  ofjt  was  frcfh  animofity;  and 
the  antipathy  rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that,  when  we 
arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  all  the  StafF 
Officers,  except  the  Captain,  refufcd  to  fpeak  to 
hinii.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  divifions.  Provi- 
dence, no  doubt,  watching  over  us,  our  cro(iing 
the  Line  was  happy  i  we  had  done  it  at  a  point 
and  in  a  moment  that  was  favourable;  our  voyage 
hid  lafted  but  fifty-five  days.  •  :  ",  , 

:    It  wias  in  this  road  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Mope 
^  that  the  animofities,  which  till  then  had  been  only 

•  concealed,  broke  out :  feveral   circumftanccs  con- 

'  curred  in  making  the  difcord  public.  At  firft,  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  navy  had  only  for  the  intruder 
that  general  contempt  which  they  make  it  a  rule,  to 
have  for  every  one  who  does  not  belong  .to  their 
corps  i  but  young  men,  without  experience  or  ta- 
lents, could  not  avoid  being  much  -kept  in  awe  by 
the  capacity  of  a  man  vfho  had  naviga^$;d  in  Indiai 
and  in  the  South  Seas ;  who  had  vifited  the  ieyerai; 
Dutch  and  Englifh  factories  ;  who  had  commanded 
fleets  and  fquadrons  for  the  States  Qeneral  s  who,, 
in  a  word,  declared  himfelf  to  be  invci^ed  with  the 
^  higheft  dignities  in  their  fervice.  M-  Marchis^made 
the  greater  parade  of  all  thefe  circunnftancesy  s^  ))e, 
.  was  fenfible  of  what  importance  it  was  tQ^  place 
hvgMl[  in  a  confpicuoi^s  light  s  unfortunately,  he 
-wasi  no^  artful  enough  to  improve  thefe  advantages  .^ 
iQ(lea4[of  being  reserved  in  his  communications^  of , 
aiSumirtg  an  appearance  of  modefty,  of  keeping  all; 
piying  perfons  at  a  diilince,  and  anfwering  only 
like  an  oracle,  in  fhort  and  ambiguous  teritis,  he 
iifeftcd  Wfs  tQ  diiplay  the  knowledge  of  a  travelleV,' 

thw. 
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chkh  the  defire  of  impofing  upon  credulity  i  tie  fell 
into  contradictions,  and,  by  wanting  to  appear  aa 
extraordinary  man,  he  was  found  inferior  to  an 
ordinary  one.  He  manifefted  his  chara^er  tho- 
roughIy,»which  was  a  low  and  puerile  vanity,  an 
infupportable  felf-love :  the  contempt  in  which 
his  perfon  was  holden,  being  no  more  balanced 
by  the  high  opinion  of  his  knowledge,  was  even 
transferred  to  his  merit:  prognoftics,  which  he 
hazarded  concerning  obr  navigation,  and  afleftions 
refpccting  the  winds  and  the  currents,  which  were 
not  confirmed  by  experience,  made  him  fall  into 
total  difcredit,  and  he  was  no  longer  confidered  but 
as  an  ignorant  man,  and  an  impoftor.  On  our  ar- 
rival at  the  Cape,  he  was  the  perfon  commilHoned 
to  anchor  us  in  that  road  i  and  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, that,  whether  from  timidity  or  forgetfulnefs 
of  the  iituation,  he  did  not  Ihine  upon  that  occafion. 
The  Subalterhs  very  readily  took  notice  of  his  em- 
barra^Tment,  and  availed  themfelves  of  it  vagainft 
him ;  but  the  circumllance  which  made  the  divifioa 
break  out  in  the  mo((  ftriking  manner,  was  the  impru- 
dence M.  Marchis  was  guilty  of,  in  putting  on  the 
naval  uniform:  this  vanity  was  looked  upon  as  an  un- 
pardonable infolencej  indignation  was  carried  fo  far, 
^s  to  induce  them  to  forget  the  King's  orders,  die 
authority  of  the  Commandant,  and  even  all  pro- 
ceedings of  humanity ;  this  occiifioned  the  iefs  con* 
cern,  as  the -popular  reports  that  were  circulated  to 
his  difadvantage  in  the  city  *,  were  received  with 

*  We  (hail  he  informed  what  ^ofe  nqpQrtf  were,  bgr  a  fliort  tic* 
icoont  of  the  life  of  M.  Marchis,  communicated  to  lu  by  an  off- 
icer very  wdl  acquainted  with  him  in  India :  ic  is  too  long  to  btt 

^pfert^d  in  a  i^ote. 

avidity  i 


399 


^i. 

/  .r'  L  a    :•:  :t    ■::  '\  A 

300 

■•  ^      APPENDIX. 

-f 


iA. 


avidity  ;  he  was  readily  believed  to  be  an  infamotif'l 
villatn,  ah  impoftor,  who  had  deceived  the  Court, 
becaufe  it  was  wiihed  he  Should  prove  (6.  M.  de 
Mamieres  himfclf  gave  into  the  divilibn,  and  authen- 
tically deprived  him  of  all  the  prerogatives  of  his 
place ;  which  he  had  folemnly  promifed  to  make 
hhti  enjoy,  and  which  he  had  even  owned)'  that  he' 
could  not  deprive  him  of  without  prevaricating 
eflentially.  This  ftroke  difconcerted  the  arrogance 
of  M.  Marchis  j  he  gave  up  all  the  profpcfts  oC 
honours  and  dignitiei  he  had  flattered  hinfifelf  with  : 
he  p'refentcd  a  memorial  to  M,  de  Marnieres,  where- 
in he  fummohed  him  to  declare  categorically,  whe- 
ther he  confidered  him  as  ufelefs  in  the  execution  of 
the  commiflidn ;  in  which  cafe  he  intreated  him  to 
Ciiffer  him  to  return  to  Europe  j  or  to  punifh  him, 
if  guilty,  and  that  he  thought  him  ftlll  neceflary  V 
or,  in  a  word^  if  he  were  ufeful  and  innoQcnt,  to 
fuffcr  him  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  his  place.  M.  de 
Marnieres  was  not  a  man  to  aA  a  decidve  part  with 
rcCpcGt  to  thefe  pfopofals.  He  could  not  but  ac- 
knowledge the  goodnefs  of  the  proieift,  of  which 
fcveral  experiehced  offictJf's  of  the  Company  aflured 
him ;  on  the  other  han<d,  he  wanted  fome  perlpn  to 
be  anfwerable  for  the  failure  of  it,  if  it  did  not  Aic- 
ceed :  he  was  therefore  far  frqm  giving  M.  Marchis 
the  liberty  of  departing,  as  ufelefs,  gr  fVom  pu- 
pifhing  him  as  guilty  i  but  he  did  n6t  rellore  him 
to  the  funfiions  which  he  claimed  (  he  (hufflcd,  he 
eluded,  he  gained  time ;  and  we  left  the  Cape  with-; 
out  either  of  them  knowing  what  they  had  to  de- 
pend ttpori,  and  what  their  intentions  wcr^.  »  "  '  ^  * 
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At  IcngthT  on  the   17A' of  February,  in  the 
tnorning,  we  fee  fiiil  j  every  one  was  attentive  to 
the  manoeuvres  going  f«^rwardi,  and  at  that  inftanc 
a  fecret  was  to  be  brought  to  light,  which  had  excited, 
the  curiofity  of  the  whole  fquadron  for  feveral  monchsft 
when  it  was  fcen  that  we  were  returning  the  fame  way  v 
We,  came,  it  was  no  longer  doubted  that  we  were  go*^ 
ing  to  cruize  of  St.  Helen's  :  this  projefb  could  not^'^ 
be  cenfured,  becaufe  it  was  approved  by  all  the  j^ble 
failors  of  the  Cape.    The  merit  of  the  inventioi|, 
Only  was  depreciated ;  the  form  and  the  mcutioit 
of  it  ivas  criticized,  and  it  was  faid,  that  it'  wa<(i 
undertaken  too  late  }  it  was  known  for  a  certainty^^ 
that  no  Other  Aiips  than  thofe  from  China  were  to 
pafs  that  year.    Theie  reproaches  could  not :  fall 
tipon   M.  March  is  ;   he,   on    the  contrary,  ,reta-»^, 
Hated  with  more  reafon,  and  found  fault  with   the 
fevers^  mancsuvres ;  he  complained,  that  his  ad« 
vice  was  aiked  and  n.ot  followed :  but,  notwithftand-^ 
ing  all  thcfe  obftacles,  we  perceived  St.  Helen's  oa- 
the  fifth  of  March.  ,  ,      .^ 

We  cruized  till  the  4th  of  May,  without,  falling 
in  with  any  biit  neutral  veflels,  which  aflured  us  wc 
ihould  infallibly  meet  with  the  fhips  from  China 
that  were  not  yet  palTed,  and  perhaps  with  others. 
This  intelligence  was  Very  difpleafing  to  the  officers^, 
who,  preferring  the  gratiQca^ion  of  their  jealoufy  to: 
their  interest,  were  defirous  that  the  projeft  ihoulcl' 
nijicarry,  not  only  in  the  execution,  but  even,  iji  the. 
fpeculation  J  and  exerted  their  utmoft  endeavours  to, 
cffeft  this.    The  author  of  it  was  more  and  more; 
looked, upon  as  a  cypher i  he  was  not  confultedf 
wpon  any  thing  i  or,  if  M.  de  Mamiercs  did  fomc-' 
'  t  "     .  times 
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times  alk  his  a^v^ce,  it  lygs  with  a  defign  to  foUdW 
it  in  an  improper  manner.  M.  M-^i'chis  h^d  obferv^d 
at  ^ft;  th^t,  in  order  ^o  reconnoitre  th?  land,  wc;  bac$ 
^)eeh  too  near  it,  ahd'had  run  the  rifque  of  being  di^r 
Covered  by  the  en^myji  and  after^^rdsj  that  we  had 
got  too  far  from  it,  keeping  ourfeIve§  fometimes  at 
more  than  50  leagues  diftance  from  it,  fo  that  Ihips^ 
ihight  eafily  land  between  ps  and  thcifland*.    He 
reafoned  upon  this  objedion  like  an  experienced  failor* 
J  ,  Infaft,  faid  he,  although  it  be  the  cuftom  of  the 
^,,,Englilh  returning  from  India,  ejthcr  to  keep  in  the 
^  latitude  of  St.  felen's,  about  80  leagues  diftant,  as  it 
J  is  only  according  to  their  eftimate  -,  it  is  very  poffi- 
.J^^  blc  that  there  may  be  an  error  of  ;jo  or  40  leagues 
\:  hi  th«ir  calculation,  efpecially  after  fo  long  a  voy- 
^f!^.4ge:  he  alfo  obferved  that  the  frigates  fometimes 
parted  company  :  in  a  word,  he  faw  nothing  but  in- 
dolence, negligence,  want  of  precifion,  and  pitiful 
i    wanceuvres,   and  efpecially   improper  difpofitions, 
prevailing  in  the  cruize,  the   principal  fuccefs  of 
;    which  was  to  depend  upon  the  vigijance,  the  atten- 
tioti,  and  the  zeal  with  which  it  fhou}d  have  been 
purfued.  •      v 

_*;This  €onJe£liir«  was  verified  by  the  interception  of  the 

\K  jSw^ft,  ^.  floop  coming  froi^  St.  Helen *$  to  cruize  in  the  way 

.    of  the  Ihips  expected  from  China  and  India>  which  had  de- 

v^. dared,  that  a  veflel  from  Europe  had  pat  in  on  the  12th  of 

March,  laden  with  money  for  the  ifland,   and  hdd  departed 

immediately  for  Bencoolen, '  withont  ott  having  known  any 

"^w  thing  of  the  {matter.    The  precaution  taken  on  this  occafion 

^c^  jttftified  alfo  the  reproath  of  M.  de  Ma^hii,'of  onr  havitt|^  got 

^f^  too  near  the  land ;  fince  it  is  prababit  that  the  fioop  had  only 

4^,Jbeen  difpatchcd,  apon  the  knowledge  that  had  been  ^aiited  la 

r  tieifland  of  onrcraiaej  by  oitr  sroprttdcttce  in  fdffering  onr- 

^^   |^lTCt',to  be  fcen  by  tiMm*. 

J^    i^:  -  9  However^ 
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■'.However,  notwithftanding  the  various  caufes 
which  ought  to  have  occaHoned  the  total  mifcarriage 
of  the  plan  of  the  carppaign,  on  the  4th  of  May  we 
difcovcred  four  veflfels,  judged  to  be  (hips  from 
^  China,  becaufe,  finking  deep  in  the  water,  they  ap- 
peared to  be  heavy  laden  in  their  tops,  atcording  to 
*•  the  naturie  of  the  goods  they  carry  j  a  circumftance 
^'  not  obfcrved  in  veffels  lefs  encumbered,  and  4ble  to 
*^  Tail  with  more  advantage.  It  would  be  tircfome 
'^  to  giVe  an  account  of  the  manoeuvres  of  that 
mfemotible  day,  in  which  the  joy  of  the  crews  was 
at  flrft  the  greater,  as  the  enemy  feemed  to  (hew  ex- 
treme confidence,  and  were  failing  down  direftly 
upon  us.  It  was  then  only  eight  o'clock  in  the 
•"^^'tnonifing,  and  they  were  not  at  four  leagues  dif- 
^-L'taftce  J  we  did  not  dare  to  put  upon  th^  fame  tack 
"•^  as,  they  were,  for  fear  of  alarming  them ;  this  was 
"'  ^hly  done  about  noon,  when,  by  the  feveral  evolu- 
«^  tibns  they  were  obferved  to  make,  it  was  judged 
^*'  .they  were  beginning  to  fufpedt  us,  and  when  'they 
wferc  befides  too  far  engaged,  being  only  about  a 
league  from  us. 

The  chace  we  gave  therp  was  then  Co  ill  exe- 
cuted, that  we  were  not  able  to  gain  more  than  about 
a  league  upon  them  before  night,  when  we  entirely 
loft  fight  of  them'. 

M.  Marchis  obferved  four  capital  faults^  wfikpft 
had  ocicafioned  the  little  fuccefs  of  the  day. 

I  ft.  He  had  fo;r  a  long  while  complained  that  We 
did  not  keep  in  the  latitude  towards  the  middle  of 
the  iOand  ;•— that  his  inftruftions  were  by  m>  means 
followed,  which  were,  that  the  Serene,  as  the  ,t>cft 
failer,  ihould  keep  the  moft  .to  windward*  in 
16'  5^0',  and  we  in  the  middle^  in  15%  from  4^5 
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to  50'.  Inftead  of  which  it  appeared,  that  on  this 
day  the  moft  forward  vftflel  was  only  in  15*  45'. 
What  a  prodigious  difference  !  If  we  had  remained 
in  qyr  proper  ftationSj  the  enemy  being  exadly  in 
th?  mid-way  of  the  land,  according  to  cuftom, 
would  have  been  under  our  fheets,  and  could  not 
have  efcaped  us. 

2dly.  He  wanted  the  Syrene,  on  account  of  her 
fuperior  fwiftnefs,  to  be  always,  at  break  .^pf  day, 
three  leagues  to  windward  j  which  was  not  done/ 
the  three  veffels  for  fome  time  having  failed  all  to- 
gether. 

3dly.  In  order  more  effeaually  to  deceive  the  ene- 
my, he  pretended  that  it  was  necelJary  to  hoift  Putchf 
colours.  It  was  the  more  eafy  to  impofe  upon  them 
by  that  manoeuvre,  as  it  was  the  feafon  for  th^  fc- 
cond  fleet  from  the  Cape,  and  as  it  was  fettled,  that 
.in  cafe  of  feparation  the  meeting  was  to  be  at  St. 
Helen's. 

4thly.  As  the  Syrene  "Wis  feen  to  fall  to  leeward 
in  the  afternoon,  the  lignal  was  made  to  her  to  fail 
as  clofe  to  the  wind  as  poflible.  This  fignal  was 
made  with  a  flag  half  blue  and  half  white*  M*  Mar- 
chis  was  much  concerned  at  this,  bccauft,  the  white 
colour  being  the  moft  confpicuous  at  a  diftance,  the 
fight  of  that  was  alone  fufficient  to  confirm  the 
Englifh  in  their  fufpicions,  and  entirely  to  difcover 
us. 

A  fifth,  more  effential  fault,  was  fOUnd  out  two 
days  after,  when  the  Syrene,  which  had  been  loft 
ever  fince  the  evening  of  the  4th,  yris  found  again. 
M.  Dumat2,  her  Captain,  having  paffed  by  our 
fterni  reported,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  nig^t^ 
not' diftinguiftiing  us  any  longer,  he  had  made  feve- 

ral 


il- 


A    P    Pi  Bl  N    D    I    X^ 


"*  't\    »f 


ioi 


ral 


rd:  tacks  i  that  in^  the  criornrng;  chance  had  made 
hii»<ii(cover  thefdorEnglifli  vbffelsithat  he  had  tr 
kept  them  in  fight  all  day;  that  toWards  the  ^enin^  .^^ 
he .  had  perceived  he  was  gaining,  upon  them,  btit^ 
thati  uncafy   about  our  iabience,  r. :  he  had  thought 
proper  to  return  to  the  place  of  craizei  and  to  give  ^^ 
an  account  of  what  he  had  feen.i"t)i  bt)lli  xi^sd  •r/i,.'i 
I    This5event  occaflorted  the  queftion  to  he  jalked,, .-'; 
why  M.  de  Marnieres  had  hot  giveh  inftru(Eti6ns  Jii  .,i. 
caiet  of  feparation   at  the  time  6f''cHaQng.     Itis^.^^ 
certain  that  the  Syrene  was  fufEcient  to  feize  and  taloe. 
thofe  four-  veffcls  in  tow,  if  fhe  had  been  ordered  to 
purfueiin  full  fail>  without  concern  for  the  reft,  of  the  . 
fqiiadrom'-^^rt' '''"■'  ^''^  '-  \^\hL'a6' txrrt  i^'^■ihoi^.j. 

^Bjjtthc  report  of  the  frigate,'  it  was  judged  that 
the  f£iigli(h  had  nor  given  tip  the  prcj65t  of  elitering 
the  iftand^' and  upon  this  occafion  the  moft  prudent 
pla6).wasf  adopted^  whibh  was  to  continue  to  blodc 
it  up*  by  keeping!  however,  at  a  fufficient  height 
to.^fcovfir  the  e(Kmy  again,  if  they  iihould  remain 
in*  thi9fe  latitOdesi  In  this  inftance  M.  de.  Marnieres, 
fenfiUe^  'fik>h3  all  thithad  plafTed,  of  the  injury. hcv 
hadi  doAife  tb  Govdmtnenr,  wis  defirous  of  reconcil- 
ing* himfdf  with  M.  Marchis  J  he  invited  him  to  a 
:Couiicii<liplden  an\ong  the  Captains^  and  followed 
I.his:adfelce;  but  this  did  not  laft  long.      '-^      Uim;  i, 

•  i !  'Ehle  lijjrfi  of  May  we  got  a  more  complete  fight  of^ 

•  veflfel  difcovered  the  day  before^  This  veffel,  after  fe- 
.  vcraltbamfcuvresi  bare  down  upon  wsj  we  found  that 

(he  was'a'man  of  war,  but  of  inferior  force  to  us; 
-  there'waiJ'cvery  reafon  to  iprefume  that  fiie  was  the 
ihip  foil  the- efcort,  coining  from  Kurope,  totake  un- 
der it^  eonVoy  the  fliips  of  the  Englifti  Company  i;.we 
had: ailpet  done  every'' thing  that  was  neceflary  to 
i  Vot.  IV.  X  deceive 
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deceive  the  eneiriy j  iwc  hid  ient  away  the  frigates 
nearer  to  land)  We  had  fhu t  upt  the  port-hoUs  of  our 
iifft  battery,  andevenrmaiked  fomeof  thefecond;  in 
,    the  mean  time: wewcfe  endeayournng  apparently,  by 
.    ieveral  expedients,  ta- make  the jjcbiile  lighter ;  and 
I   'attenq)ts\ were. made  in  this  trefpeft,  which  ihould 
have  been  tried  fooner.    Even  the  advice. of  the;  fai- 
Jors  of  Provence  was  ncglefted,  although  they,  had 
.    (been  before)  oh  I  board  ithi^rfiitp,  and  indicated  the 
^    .methods  pradifdi>  upon,  otfaier  occaiions  to  make  her:a 
r  good  failcr.^I  05  JH'.;  a/i ./ 'i«^n'(o  siilji  A*  KfS3i35 

o7  The  wind,  however,  was  favourable  to  us,:>afid 
though  the  enemy,  having  diicovered  our  ibpe- 
riority,  was  bearing  away,  yet  we  gained  u|)on:them 
f-   -imperceptibly,  >^  and  our  yiftoryifcemedunavioidable, 
,when M.  de'Marijieresj  byian  .iraprudenceiwinich  can 
-only  be  attributedito>Frendi»ieagerners,  M  all  the 
-advantage  of  the  day,  Jn  odder  vo  provoke  his  advee- 
jfttiy  to  the  combat,  he  wanted  to  fire  chafing  gun^j 
(he  mentioned  ic  to  M.  Mar(fhis>  who  repreifented 
,tO'Mnu^iik,  That  it  was>entirely  diicoveriAgour- 
;^lves  ,to  be  Friench ;  that  the  enemy,  although  thqr 
had  every  reaibnto.  believe;  ns  fuch,  might  ftilL  be. in 
.doubts    adly.  That  we  were  goihg  to  put  it  in  their 
ipower  to  calcubte  our  forces,  by  the  weight  cf  our 
metal.     3dly.  That  the  chafing,  guns  would  retard 
•our  prbgrrft.    4thly.  That  on  the  contrary,  by  in- 
viting him  to  anfweri  us  with  his  ftem-rchace,  we 
v«     furniifaed.  him  with  the  means  of  accelerating .  his 
f  flight,  as  it  was  known  by  experience.    The  Com- 

-     T        mandano,  not  being  fond  of  repreCentations,  was  re- 
gardlefs  of  this,  he  gave  orders  to  bring  the  guns 
forward,  and  to  prepare  for  adtion.    AccocdiiTglyi 
,  the  Chaplain  gaive  the  blefling,  and  the  aodamations 
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of  Vive  k  Roi  announced  the  joy  and  cagernefs  of 
the  crew.  Silence  enfued,  when  M.  de  Marnieres 
pronounced  the  following  harangue : 

"  My  friends,  you  are  all  brave  men— I  have 
"  nothing  to  fay  to  you — you  want  cloaths,  there  is 
**  a  magazine  where  you  will  find  fome." 

Freib  acclamations  followed  this   fpeech;    the 
white  flag  was  hoifted,  ai|id  feveral  chafing  guns 
•loaded  with  ball  were  fired.    At  the  third  fhot  the 
Englilh  were  rouzed ;  they  hoifted  the  flag  of  their 
tnation,  with  a  red  ftreamer,  and  anfwered  us  by 
feven  itern-chace ;  we  fired  at  a  difl:ance,  but  the 
(enemy  feemed  to  be  pleafed  with  the  fport,  and  they 
returned  us  our  bullets  with  interefl; ;  we  were  now 
•but  juft  within  canon-fhot  s  their  guns  carried  fur- 
ther th^n  ours,  and  fell  in  our  rear,  at  the  diftance 
«f  ten  toifes  from  our  ftern  gallery :  during  this  time 
the  enemy  were  endeavouring  to  lighten  the  (hip, 
by  throwing  every  thing  overboard,  which  we  per- 
ceived, by  tthe  feveral  things  which  floated  along  fide 
of  us.    The  wind  continued  to  favour  us ;  the  Englilh 
were  falling  to  leeward,  and  we  were  within  canon- 
ihot ;  a  calm  then  came  on,  the  enemy  were  unable 
to  fteer  the  veflel  in  fpite  of  all  their  endeavours  s 
they  prefented  their  broadfide,  and  we  could  count 
their  port-holes ;  the  Mafl:er  Gunner,  burning  with 
.impatience,  came  to  aflure  M.  de  Marnieres,  that 
iie  could  diftinguilh  the  ihip  perfeftly  from  his  up- 
per deck,  and  that  the  whole  broadfide  would  take 
efFeft.    The  Captain  determined  to  wait  till  wc 
caroe  nearer.    While  thefe  deliberations  were  going 
PQ,  the  wind  changed  i  it  ihifted  from  one  point  of 
the  compafs  to  another,  and  thefe  variations  were 
not  fufiiciently  amended  to ;  there  was  no  difcipline 
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6bfervcdi-^o  man  was  at  his  poft  j  every  one  Was 
•'  talking  j  one  officer  was  crying  out,  hrajfe  has  bordi 

another,  brajfe  tribord  i  a  third,  brajfe  quarre,    Tht 
enemy,  in  filence,  watched  the  moment  when  the 
wind  fhould  fettle  :  this  inftant  arrived;  the  wind 
blew  S.  E.  i  we  bore  down  upon  the  ftarboard  tack, 
dnd  the  Englifli,  as  by  enchantment,  got  fuddenly 
to  windward  of  us,  their  fails  full  and  fwelled  out,  and 
cutting  the  fea  with  rapidity;  then  M.  de  Mar- 
nieres  fired  a  broadfide,  but  it  was  too  late.    The 
•      whole  crew  was   exafperated — not  one  Ihot  took 
J)iace — every  man  was  out  of  his  fenfes  j— it  was  rc- 
folved  to  chafe,  and  we  were  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  in  trimming  the  fails  we  might  have  made  ufc 
of.     The  rage  became  general.    Thtf  Staff  officer? 
alone  could  not  contain  their  joyj  they  ate  their 
fuppers  with  an  appetite  and  a  fatisfadion  that  can- 
'  not  be  too  much  admired.    The  night  was  dark, 
iand  we  waited  for  the  moon,  to  eftimate  the  diftance 
of  the  enemy.    The  moon  appeared,  but  it  was  only 
to  make  bur  fliame  confpicuous  j  we  found  that  they 
were  already  near  half  a  league  ahead.    Having  no- 
thing better  to  do,  we  continued  the  chafe  j  we  had 
kept  fight  of  the  fhip  tolerably  well  in  the  night  j 
but  the  Captain,  abforbed  in  grief,  having  retired  into 
*  his  cabin,  in  two  hours  time  the  enemy  had  evi- 
'dently   gUixied   ground,   and  the  crew,    unable  to 
Contain  their  rage,  attributed  this  to  the  negligence, 
urilkilfulriefs,  and- efpeciatly  to  the  bad  intentions  of 
the"  officer  of  the  watclji. . 

At  day-break  we  difcpv6red  two  other  fail,  jbefides 

the  (hip  \ye  were  chafing,  which  fodn  failed  ciofe  to 

the  wind,  as  we  did :  the  eriemy  feented  embarrafled 

at  this  mahceuvre,  and  they  bore  down  for  a  mo- 
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ment,  as  if  to  crofs  ahead  of  us,  and  for  fear  of  find- 
ing themfclves  between  us  and  the  two  vcffels, 
which  it  was  imagined  they  took  for  our  fri- 
gates. 

M.  de  Marnieres,  being  recovered',  exprefled  his 
fatisfa<5tion  at  feeing  the  enemy  bear  down  j  he 
refumed  confidence,  and  once  more  fiactered  him- 
felf  that  he  fhould  feize  upon  her  j  his  eagernefs  em- 
bracing every  thing,  he  would  not  lofc  the  two 
other  veflels  j  the  frigates  would  have  been  of  great 
ufe  in  this  circumftance,  and  he  was  fenfible  of  the 
fault  he  had  committed,  in  feparating  himfelf  from 
them ;  they  would  have  given  chace  to  the  two 
veflels  newly  difcovered,  which  muft  alfo  have  been 
(hips  from  China,  while  the  Commandant  would 
have  purfued  and  fought  the  man  of  war.  In  order 
the  better  to  deceive  the  latter,  having  obferved 
that  6ur  enemy  had  his  flag  up,  he  likewife  hoifted 
a  red  flag.  What  was  the  confequence  of  this  ma- 
noeuvre ?  The  Englifh  (hips,  perceiving  our  artifice, 
bore  away  again  to  windward,  without  any  mifl:rufl: 
of  the  two  y.eflels.  We  perceived  that  a  fault  had 
been  committed,  and  we  endeavoured  to  repair  it 
by  another;  the  red  flag  was  taken  down,  and  a 
white  one  hoifl:ed,  with  the  firing  of  a  gun.  The 
whole  of  this  conduft  was  abfurd.  After  having 
thus  informed  the  Englifh  man  of  war  we  were  in 
chace  of,  that  the  two  veflfels  which  appeared  did 
not  belong  to  us,  this  was  alfo  endeavouring  to 
make  the  veflTels  from  China  fenfible  we  did  not  be- 
long to  them ;  and  as  they  mufl:  have  obferved  us 
purfuing  the  former,  it  was  alfo  letting  them  know, 
that,  we  being  French,  the  (hip  we  were  chafing  mufl: 
Heceflarily  belong  to  their   nation.     M,   Marchis, 
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very  much  piqued  at  not  having  been  confulied  \ii 
the  leaft  upon  this  bufinefs,  made  loud  complaints ; 
he  forefaw  what  had  happened,  which  is,  that  we 
(hould  ake  neither  the  man  of  war  nor  the  mer- 
chantmen.     M.  de  Marnieres  had  for  a  long  while 
entertained  the  hope  of  taking  the  firfl,  and  he  con- 
ibied  himfelf  with  regard  to  the  reft,  fayingj,  that  he 
preferred  glory  to  profit.  But  the  whole  was  a  device 
of  the  enemy,  who,  by  artfully  flackening  his  courfe, 
induced  him  to  continue  the  chace,  and  by  that  means 
gave  time  to  the  merchantmen  to  difcngage  them- 
felves,  and  to  fty  j  when  he  thought  them  out  of 
danger,  he  reaflumed  his  courfe,  and  evidently  left 
us  far  behind. 

The  next  day  no  more  Ihips  were  feen  j  we  thought 
"Durfelvcs  very  fortunate  in  finding  our  frigates 
a^  .in  i  and,  the  fcurvy  beginning  to  attack  the  crews, 
we  talked  of  putting  an  end  to  the  cruize.  Yhere 
was  at  leaft  one  more  veflel  to  pafs  from  Bengal.  M. 
Marchis  propofcd  to  take  the  fick  men  out  of  the 
frigates,  and  to  leave  them  upon  the  ftation  one 
month  longer ;  but  the  Comrpandant,  too  weak,  did 
not  dare  to  propofc  the  thing  to  the  Captains,  and, 
notwithftanding  all  the  obfervations  of  his  fecond 
Captain,  fettled  the  time  of  his  departure,  in  order  to 
put  in  at  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  the  place  to  which 
we  were  ordered  to  go,  not  to  difplay  our  fliame 
there,  but  to  difpofe  of  the  rich  cargoes  we  were  to 
have  fcized. 

M.  de  Marnieres  had  not  even,  before  he  de- 
parted, the  trifling  fatisfa6lion  of  doing  fome  mif- 
chicf.to  the  enemy^  as  he  had  flattered  himfelf  he 
fhould  :  with  the  intention  of  avenging  himfelf  of 
his  ill  fuccefs,  he  threatened  to  attempt  a  €6ttp  tte 
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main  upon  the  road  of  St.  Helen's^  either  to  carry 
off  the  veifels  which  Ihould  be  there,  or  to  burit 
them  :  the  report  of  the  frigates  deprived  him  of 
this  defperate  refource,  for  they  declared  that  thero 
was  abfolutely  nothing  in  that  road.  .r 

We  anchored  on  the  9th  of  June  at  the  bay  of 
All  Saints,  where  we  had  the  mortification  to  find 
Qurfelves  along  fide  of  the  fix  China  (hips  which  we 
had  miffed,  and  whofe  cargoes,  according  to  the  de- 
pofition  they  had  given  in  to  the  Admiralty  of  that 
town,  amounted  to  9,000,000  crufades,  that  is  to  fay, 
22,500,000  livres  •. 

It  is  unneceflary  to  add  how  much  we  were 
laughed  at  by  the  Captains ;  while  they  owned  to  us, 
that  their  crews,  which  did  not  confift  of  a  hundred 
men  in  each  fliip,  were  more  than  half  of  them  dif-^ 
abled ;  and  while  they  confirmed  the  accuracy  of  all 
the  obfervations  of  M.  Marchis,  refpefbing  our  im- 
proper man«iuvres,  and  our  falfe  calculations.  M* 
de  Marnieres  had  flrrll  a  glimpfe  of  hope  remaining^ 
by  exerting  all  his  efforts  with  the  Portuguefe  Go-* 
v^morf,  that  he  might  oblige  the  Englifh  to  fet 
fail,  after  having  obtained  the  fuccours  they  aflced 
for  ;  but  the  Englifh  anfwered  with  haughtinefs^ , 
tha(  they  could  not  do  this  in  prefence  of  an  enemy^ 


r 


*  Upwards  of  nine  hundred  thoufand  poands  fterling. 

f  TheTe  efforts  moil  have  been  the  more  unavailing  with 
the  Vice-Roy,  as  he  favoured  the  £ngli(h  very  much,  and  had 
befides,  no  great  veneration  for  M>  de  Marnieres,  whom  he  call- 
ed a  fovJT  buemo,  a  poor  creature.  As  the  Commandant  never 
went  to  his  hdiife  without  being  accompanied  by  the  Chevklier  die 
Grafle,  Captain  of  the  Ztflir,  a  kind  of  Coloffiis,  very  heavy, 
very  ftupid,  and  very  brutifli  in  his  arrogance,  the  Governor 
ufcd  to  call  him  Ca«va//«,  a  hmfe^  r.cii .ta^  jL'rri  \  * 
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«nd  that  if  the  Governor  pcrfifted  in  this  aft  of  vioi 
Icnce,  they  would  run  themfclves  aground  under  the 
fans  of  the  capital  of  Brazil,  and  would  make  the 
Court  of  Portugal  refponfible  to  their  Government. 
In  the  mean  while,  they  built  in  filence  a  Aoop, 
which  they  fitted  out  and  difpatched  to  Eu- 
rope, to  give  intelligence  of  their  fituation,  and  to 
alk  for  an  efcort.  This  floop  (et  fail  before  our 
c;'es,  and  it  was  not  thought  worthy  of  the  French 
flag  to  purfue  her.  -  <1 

\  i  Thus  ended  this  expedition,  which  was  unfucc^fl*- 
ful  only  from  bad  intentions — from  difobcdience  ro 
the, King's  orders,  and  to  the  inftruftions  of  the 
.  Miniftry — from  a  variety  of  faults  committed  with 
impunity— from  prevarications  on  the  part  of  the 
Subalterns — and  from  weaknefs  on  the  part  of  the 
Onief*  li'iu^tjii  .^i»j  -•  jiij.iii'.i;  v.ii.i  'i!.';,v  hah  ,;  i.>>i'^i> 
It  cannot  reaibnably  be  attrrbuttd  to  M.  dc 
Marnleres,  that  he  had  not  a  iincere  defire  to  cap- 
ture the  veffels  he  had  orders  to  intercept  j  he  ar- 
dently "wilhed,  efpecially,  to  take  the  man  of  war. 
With  the  moderate  fortune  this  Captain,  w^s  pof-. 
feffed  of,  a  profit  of  above  a  million  *,  which  woUld 
have  been  his  (hare,  was  toO  powerful  a  bait  for 
him  tojgive  up  wilfully  the  rich  captures  that  might 
be  made  j  and  with  regard  to  the  fecond  conqucft, 
it  was  of  the  utmoft  ufe  in  balancing  his  firft  mif- 
takes.  It  would  have  been  no  fmall  triumph  (o 
carry  back  into  France  a  man  of  war  taken  from 
the  EngHih  in  thofediftarit  ftas  ;  a  kind  of  triumph 
)¥hich  wc  had  only  experienced  twice  fince  thebe- 
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ginning  of  hoftillties.  There  are  certainly  errors 
enough  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  M.  de  Marnicres, 
^ho,  notwithilanding  his  good  intentions^  was  ef- 
lentially,  and  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  the  caufe 
of  the  failure  of  the  campaign. 

Thefe  errors  were,  firft— in  not  having  put  M. 
Marchis  iq  full  poITtfTion  of  his  pod,  as  fecond 
Captain,  on  the  departure  from  Fmnce — in  not 
having  punifhed  the  officers,  when  they  firit  failed 
in  refpedt  towards  him,  as  if  they  did  not  confider 
him  as  fuch— in  not  having  literally  conformed 
himfelf  to  his  inftrudions,  in  adopting  his  advice 
upon  all  points,  fince  he  was  obliged  to  afk,  and 
to  follow  it — in  having  encouraged  the  contempt 
of  the  Subalterns,  by  his  ill-judged  prefumpcion-* 
in  having  taken  no  notice  of  all  the  injurious  beha* 
viour  of  the  latter— and  finally,  in  having  carried 
matters  fo  far  as  to  give  a  fandtion  to  them  by  his 
exaniple. 

With  regard  to  the  Officers  *,  it  is  certain,  from 
the  general  teftimony  of  all  the  crews,^  that,  far 
from  feconding  the  good  intentions  of  M.  de  Mar- 
nieres,  they  have  contributed  their  utmoil  efforts  to 
make  them  mifcarry,  apprehending  the  chaftile- 
ment  which  they  might  incur,  if  M.  Marchis,  by 
the  fuccefs  of  his  expedition,  fhould  acquire  feme 
credit  with  the  Miniilry ;  and,  feeing  no  other  method 
to  efcape  them,  but  by  caufing  the  complete  failure 
of  the  projefb,  and  by  reprefenting  it's  author  as  an< 
adventuter,  who  had  led  Government  into  an  error, 
^hey  facrificed  a  moderate  profit  to  the  envy  with  which 
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they  were  at  firft  tormented,  and  afterwards  to  the 
prefcnration  of  their  rank,  and  to  their  own  fe* 
curity. 

The  better  to  underfliand  to  what  a  degree  their 
want  of  fubordination,  their  malice,  and  their  rage 
had  been  carried,  we  muft  refume  matters  further 
back. 

In  the  Brft  preparation  for  a^ion^  M.  Marchis, 
ab  recond  Captain,  had  taken  his  poft  upon  the 
forecaftle,  where  a  Sub-lieutenant  *  wat  to  be  under 
bis  orders  ;  but,  far  from  receiving  them,  the  latter 
pretended  having  a  right  to  command  alone,  add- 
ing, that  he  was  not  made  to  ferve  under  fuch  a 
beggarly  fellow:  fortunately,  this  quarrel  could 
have  no  eSe€t  upon  an  engagement,  which,  did  not 
take  place  2  but  it;  was  attended  with  coniequences 
during  the  reft  of  thecampaign,  tnafmuch  as,  notwith^ 
landing  the  complaints  of  M.  Marchis,  he  received 
no  fatisfadion  s  which  encouraged  the  infolence  of 
the  other,  and  of  the  reft  of.  his  comrades. 

M.  de'  Marnieres  had  pretended,  that  this  adven* 
ture  was  a  private  affair  bety^een  man  and  man, 
which  it  was  cuftomary  for  Officers  to  decide  among 
themfelves.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  when 
they  arrived  at  the  Bay  of  All  Saints,  M.  Marchis 
invited  his  adverfary  to  land  j  but  the  latter  rer 
fttled  it  conftantly,  under  pretence  that  it  was  be- 
neath him  to  fight  with  a  man  of  his  ftamp.  Upon 
this  there  arofe  fo  violtnt  a  qiKirrel,  that  M.  Marchis^ 
being  ftfong  and  ftout,  after  having  boxed  his  ad- 
verfary-&  ear$i  was  going  to  throw  him  into  the  fea^ 
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from  the  gallery,  where  thii  fcene  palTed,  when 
people  cair<e  to  feparate  them.  They  were  both 
put  under  arreft ;  but  the  body  of  Officers  having 
abufed  the  Commandant  for  afllmilating  fo  vulgar 
a  man  to  one  of  their  members,  he  fent  M.  Marchis 
to  land,  and  the  other  left  his  cabin. 

It  was  necelTarv  to  return  to  France,  and  that  M. 
Marchis  fhould  reimbark.  M.deMarnieres  contrived 
to  put  him  under  an  arreft  on  his  entrance  intd  the 
(hip,  and  to  leave  him  in  that  fituation  till  the 
moment  when  we  anchored  at  Brefti  on  the  3d  of 
November.    He  arrived  in  this  ftatc  of  captivity^ 
like  a  prifoner  of  ftate,  guilty  of  the  moft  heinous 
offences :  he  fet  off  for  P^ris ;  and,  by  the  examina- 
tion of  his  complaints,  it  was  acknowledged  that 
there  was  not  only  good  reafon  for  them,  but  that 
he  had  alfo  given  an  excellent  projefb.    He  was 
vaguely  aflbred  that  juftice  fhould  be  done  to  him, 
and  he  was  afked  to  execute  other  expeditions  of  the 
fame  nature,  with  a  promife  that  he  (hould  be  ab- 
folute  maimer  of  them ;  that  he  fhould  be  appoint* 
ed  Chief  Cpmmander ;  and  that  he  fhould  only 
have  under  his  orders  Officers   belonging  to  the 
India  Company,  the  moH  tradbable  and  moH  expe- 
rienced.    Such  was  the  vanity  of  this  man,  that^ 
forgetting  every  thing  he  had  fuffered — all  the  indig- 
nities, all  the   horrors,  with  which   he  had  been 
tormented-^all  the  deceit  that  had  been  praAifed 
with  regard  to  him — he  confented  to  every  thing 
that  was  requir^,.i  of  him,  and  prepared  himlelf  for 
a  fecond  fecret  expedition. 

In  the  meanwhile,  M.  de  Marnieres  had  been 
tailed  upon»  and  was  very  much  embarraflcd ;  he 
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was  nephew  to  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  of  Guards,  an  Officer  very  nnuch  cfteem- 
cd  i  he  had  other  protedors,  whom  he  had  ftirred 
up  in  his  favour,  and  all  his  corps,  bcfides,  were 
interefted  in  not  fuBFering  him  to  fall  .a  viftim  in  a 
difpute  of  fuch  a  nature.  Unfortunately,. the  en- 
gagement of.M.  de  Conflans  had  not  brought  that 
corps  into  very  high  eflimation  ;  and  if  there  had  been 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  making  an  example  of 
\  a  naval  O0icer  in  a  Court  Martial,  it  was  certainly 

that,  '':  ' 

M.  de  Mamieres,  a  man  of  undei-ftanding,  but 
whole  head  was  ealily  bewildered,  committed  in  his 
defpair  a  rafli  aft,  worthy  of  the  moft  extravagant 
midlhipman,  or  rather,  in  ftrift  juftice,  an  aft  for 
which  he  deferved  capital  puniftiment.  He  one  day 
went  to  the  play,  where  M.  Marchis  was,  and,  as 
the  latter  was  hapding  a  Lady  down  flairs,  he  gave 
him  a  (lap  on  his  face  with  his  left  hand,  and  with  his 
right  drew  his  fword,  and  (hortened  it  in  order  to 
make  ufe  of  it  againd  him  as  a  dagger.  This  occa- 
fioned  a  great  tumult.  They  were  arretted,  and  fome 
of  the  guards  of  the  Marfhals  of  France  were  fet  over 
them  ;  the  affair  was  carried  to  their  tribunal  j  with 
which  folicitations  prevailed  fo  flrongly,  that  they 
declined  fettling  the  matter,  under  pretence  that  M. 
Marchis,  having  had  only  a  brevet  of  Captain  of  a 
frigate  for  the  campaign  which  was  at  an  end,  he  was 
no  longer  a  military  man.  They  only  punifhed  M. 
de  Marnieres  for  having  difturbed  tranquillity  in  a 
public  place,  and  condemned  him  to  remain  a  few 
weeks  at  Fort  TEveque. 

During  this  interval,  the  proteftors  of  the  prifon-» 
cr  furroundedi  the  Miniftcr :  they  reprefcntcd  to  him, 

that 
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that  it  Was  not  pofliblc  for  a  man  who  was  difgraced, 
by  having  received  a  flap  on  the  face^  to  iiavc  a 

'  command  -,  that  it  was  neceffary  he  (hould  preVioufly 
fight  J  that  he  fliould  either  be  killed,  which  would 
render  him  ufclefs,  or  that  .he  fliould  kill>  which 
would  render  him  amenable  to  juftice  j  that  in  either 
of  the  cafes  he  could  not  remain  in  France;  and 
that  it  would  therefore  be  moft  proper  to  avoid  ^, 
misfortune,  B^y  giving  him  orders  to  quit  the  king- 
dom before  his  adverfary  catne  out  of  prifon.  'Such 
was  the  weaknefs  of  Government,  that  the  circum- 
ilance  which  ought  to  have  ruined  M.  de  Marhieres 
without  refource,  on  the  contrary  faved  him.    M. 

'i  Marchis  received  an  order  to  quit  the  kingdom  ac 
a  dated  time,  and  he  went  into  the  fervice  of  Den- 
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AJhort  account  of.M,  Marchis  * 

M.  Marchis  was  born  at  St.  Malo ;  his  father 

ykept  a  little  alehoufe  there,  at  the  fign  of  the  White- 

crofs:  he  did  not  fucceedj  and,  upon  the  report  of  his 

ion  having  made  a  fortune  in  India,  he  embarked  as 

,  a  foldier  on  board  the  St,  Lom»  a  ihip  belonging  to 

[jthe  ^Company,  where  he  died.    His  fon  had  pafled  as 

^^  common  .failpr.     M.  Dupleix  took  him  from  that 

^  Aquation,  tp^mak^  him  navigate  as  an  officer  upon  tht^ 

t  private  fbips  whiqh  he  was  fitting  put  for^tJie  trade 

of  India.   It  was  then  that  M.  Marchis^  coming  back 

/rom  Manilla  on  board  of  one  of  thofe  ihips,»as  fe- 

,.cpnd  Lieutenants  was  takejtiin  theftraits  of  Malacca 

^  by  the  Englifh,  who  landed  theirpriibners  at  Batavia. 

M.  Marchis  was  not  deficient  either  in  underftand- 
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guages  with  facility  s  for  (his  reafon,  after  having 
learned  Dutch,  a  citizen  of  Batavia  gave  him  an  em- 
barkation of  150  tons  to  conduft  to  Peru.  It  was 
on  his  return  from  that  voyage  that  I  got  acquainted 
with  him,  being  then  juft  arrived,  and  appointed  fu- 
percargo  for  China.  A  word  which  the  General  faid 
to  me,  furniflied-me  with  an  opportunity  to  propofe 
M.  Marchis  to  him  as  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  (hip  on 
board  of  which  I  was  to  go.  He  told  me  to  bring 
'  M.  Marchis  to  htm,  for  he  did  not  Juiow  there  was 
fuch  a  man  in  being.  However,  after  a  few, i|neftions, 
he  pleafed  the  General,  who  appomted  him  firft  Lieu< 
tenant  in  the  fervice  of  the  Company. 

Our  voyage  was  ibut  juft  begun,  -when  I  remarked 
alhareof  felf-fuliiciency  in  M.  Marchis,  Which  ex- 
ceeded his  talents ;  he  had  no  fupplenefs  with  hb  fu- 
periors,  was  haughty  with  his  equals,  and  treated  his 
inferiors  with  contempt  j  more  efpecially  he  was  fin- 
gularly  vain,  and  attempted  to  keep  up  his  confe- 
quence  by  unfufFerable  gafconades.  I  did  not  fail  to 
reprefcnf  to  him  in  private  that  this  was  not  the  way 
to  get  forward,  efpecially  in  a  foreign  country.  'But 
my  counfels  being  often  repeated,  alienated  M.  Mar- 
^  chis  from  me  fo  muchithat  I  faw'htm  no  more  after 

our  return  from  this  voyage.  As  no  Captain  would 
receive  him  as  a  fecond,  an  old  vefTel  was  given  him, 
upon  which  wood  for  conftruftion  is  fetched  s^lo^g 
the  coaft  of  Java ;  an  employment  which  no  one' will 
accept. 

M.  Marchis,  to  extricate  himfelf  Yrom  this  (itua- 
tton,  thought  proper  to  marry  the  young  widow  of  a 
hair-drefler,  of  a  French  family  of  refugees,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  much  prote^ed  by  the  General ;  by  this 

means 
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means  he  got  r a  .fine  (hip  of  moo  ton^,  quite 
new,  coining  ifraat)£urope,  deflincd  to  go  to  Surat* 
and)  from  thence  to  Moka:  which  is  an  exceeding 
^ood  voyage.  When  tliey  came  back  to  Surat,  the 
fbufiheis  was  to  f  ecum  toiBataviay  In.order  to  havcrtiie 
fliipxleaned  andicareenedi iiuttM^ Marchis  wifliedto 
iiocirrn  to  dMo4ca, itbot  voyage  being  lucrative.  :b 
It  ts^nece^ry>t6  know,  that;  in 'the  fervice  of  the 
^uteh  Conipany:,  the  Captain  ^is  ^bfolute  imafter 
inrhiie  he'  is  -ati  feapbut  as  ibon  as  be  has  cad  aaohar 
in  any  road  or  port,  where  there  is  an  eftabliihment 
of  the  Company,,  he  cannot  do  the  leaft  thing 
without  the  order  df  the  man  i«^ho  commands 
by  land  i  thefe  orders,  of  whatever  little  confcquence 
they  may  be,  are  even  given  in  writing,  and  are  an 
indemnity  to  the  Captain.  The  perfon  who  then 
commanded  in  the  road  was  an  extremely  rafh  and 
extravagant  man,  deftitute  of  probity.  M.  Marchis 
cafily  engaged  him^,  by  fome  views  of  intereft,  to  ap- 
point him  to  return  to  Moka,  and  to  fend  back  to 
Batavia  the'ftiip  deftined  for  that  voyage;  and  he  al- 
fo  perfuaded  him,  that  there  was  nothing  more  eafy 
than  to  run  aground  and  to  careen  the  (hip  in  the 
river  of  Surat.  Two  Captains  of  the  Company,  ex- 
ceeding good  failors,  whom  I  knew  there  at  that  time, 
being  acquainted  with  this  refolution,  went  to  repre- 
fent  to  the  Direftor,  that,  as  fervants  of  the  Company, 
although  the  matter  did  not  immediately  concern 
them,  they  felt  themfelves  obliged  to  give  him  no-, 
tice  that  the  (hip  would  infallibly  be  loft  in  that  en- 
cerprize :  they  were  not  in  the  leaft  attended  to. 
-  Accordingly,  M.  Marchi*  run  his  (hip  aground, 
which  fplit  as  foon  as  the  water  retired.  The  Di- 
lo  reftor 
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reftor  then  reprefented  to  M.  Marchis  that  they  were 
both  ruined,  but  that  perhaps  if  one  of  them  defert- 
ed,  the  other  might  be  abkto  exculpate  himfelf»  by 
laying  all  the  blame  upon  the  abfent  man.  This 
made.  M.  Marchis  take  refuge  at  Bombay,  and  from 
thence  he  returned  to  Europe.  The  worft  part  of 
the  affair  was,  that  he  cai~ied  off  between  forty  and 
-fifty  thoufand  livresf,  which  he  had  taken  at  a  ven- 
ture at  Batavia  $  inftead  of  which  he  oidy  left  hisr  wife 
in  mifery,  where  I  faw  her  five  years  previous  to:  my 
departure  from  India,  '.crynn  .;* 
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Extra^  of  a  letter  from  Rome^  of  the  l^tb  of  May, 

1768. 

OU  judge  rightly  when  you  difcover  the  Je- 
fuitical  fpirit  in  every  thing  which  is  iflued  ac 
prefent  from  the  Court  of  Rome  j  Ricci  is  the  author 
and  inftigator  of  it.  This  outrageous  defpot  fore- 
fees  his  fall  to  be  almoft  inevitable,  but,  like  another 
Sampfon,  he  means  to  fall  with  eclat,  and,  if  poffible^ 
to  involve  the  univcrfal  Church  in  his  ruin.  Thus 
it  is  that  the  brief  fo  much  laughed  at,  which  you 
confider  as  an  imprudence,  a  great  overfight,  a  deli- 
rium of  old-age,  is  on  the  fide  of  the  Society  a  mafter- 
piece  of  politics.  By  this  contrivance  they  fet  the 
temporal  and  fpiritual  powers  again  at  variance  with 
each  other ;  they  renew  a  diflenfion  more  difficult  to 
be  quelled  than  ever ;  and  they  take  perhaps  the  only 
method  to  rekindle  fanaticifm,  extind  in  moft  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Chriftcndom.  Clement  XIII.  by  abdi- 
cating his  quality  of  Lay  Prince,  to  reflrain  himfelf 
to  that  of  Chief  of  the  Church,  eludes  with  fubtlety 
the  right  of  the  ftrongeft.  How  is  it  poffible  to  at- 
tack him,  when  intrenched,  if  we  may  ufe  the  expref- 
fion,  in  the  forts  of  the  Catholic  Faith  ?  How  can  we 
attack  the  Holy  Ghoft,  with  whom  he  affimilatcs 
himfelf?  What  thunder  can  be  oppofed  to  that  fpi- 
ritual thunder  ?  Can  offended  Kings  equally  lay  afide 
the  auguft  titles  of  moft  Chriftian  and  moft  Catholic 
Majefty,  &c.?  Will  the  fons  take  up  arms  againft  their 
Vol.  IV.  Y  difarmcd 
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difarmed  father  ?  and  if  they  do,  the  fpirit  of  peace 
andjcharity,  the  true  evangelic  fpirit  with  which  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff  decorates  himfelf — his  declaration, 
that  human  blood  ought  never  to  be  fpilt,  in  a  quar- 
rel wherein  God  alone  can  be  his  (upport  and  his 
judge;  are  not  thefc  the  moll  propifer  means  to  pre- 
ferve  at  leaft,  while  he  lofes  his  doniinions,  the  affec- 
tion of  his  fubjc6ts  ?  Thus  he  contrives  to  caft  all 
the  odium  upon  your  military  executions,  and  renders, 
at  the  fame  time,  both  tyrannical  and  puerile,  your 
recovery  of  pofTcfTions,  very  legitimate  perhaps  at  an- 
other time.  Befides,  humanity  always  pleads  for  the 
unfortunate ;  in  the  great  tragedy  which  is  preparing, 
the  people  will  be  moved  in  fp  our  of  a  man  grown 
old  in  Apoilolic  labours,  praying  and  lamenting  ac 
the  feet  of  the  altars,  offering  fingly  to  undergo  all 
the  punifhment  which  the  Princes  chufe  to  inflict 
upon  him,  even  baniihment,  in  imitation  of  his 
courageous  predeceflbrs,  rather  than  betray  the  caufe 
of  the  Church,  or  the  duties  of  his  Miniflry. 

Thus,  by  the  conduft  of  the  Holy  Father,  the  of- 
fended Princes  are  reduced  ta  enter  the  lifts  with  him 
upon  equal  terms ;  that  is  to  fay,  with  the  pen,  and 
with  manifefto's.  What  will  you  gain  by  this? 
What  will  all  the  perquifitions  of  your  Attornies 
General,  or  the  decrees  of  your  Parliaments,  avail, 
againft  invifible  anathemas,  which  cannot  be  over- 
thrown by  the  moft  eloquent  language  ?  Will  you 
have  recourfe  to  your  Divines  ?  Undoubtedly,  you 
will  find  fome  of  them  bafe  enough,  and  fufficiently 
fold  to  the  Court,  to  betray  their  confciences,  and  ta 
find  the  caufe  of  the  Pope  a  bad  one,  were  it  ever  fo 
good.    But  will  the  authority  of  a  few  individuals  be 
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tfccknowkdged,  in  a  caufe  which  concerns  the  whole 
Church  ?  There  muft  be  a  General  Council,  or  at  lead 
national  Councils  j  and  it  is  to  this  that  the  Jefuits 
wifli  to  bring  you.  Suppofe  that  in  France,  for  inftance, 
a  general  aflerhbly  of  the  Clergy  fhould  be  holdcn, 
as  in  1682}  is  it  to  be  imagined  that  Lewis  XV. 
would  be  as  much  mafter  of  this  as  Lewis  XIV. 
was  of  the  former  aflembly  ?  If  at  the  laft  Council,  in 
1 765,  convoked  only  for  the  prefervation  of  tempo- 
ral interefts,  there  was  no  poffibility  of  putting  a  ftop 
to  the  ferment,  but  by  the  difperfion  of  the  members, 
what  would  there  not  be  to  fear  from  this>  in  which 
the  Bifhops  will  take  advantage  of  the  fervices  that 
you  will  want  of  them  i — in  which,  acknowledging  in 
Ibmc  meafure  the  neceflity  of  their  concurrence,  for 
the  independence  of  the  Crown,  you  would  again 
fubmit  yourfefvcs  to  their  arbitration ; — in  which, 
before  they  determined  upon  the  real  object  of  the 
convocation,  they  will  renew  alf  their  demands,  and 
will  require  that  all  their  complaints  fhall  be  re- 
dtefled,  and  all  their  protefts  attended  to.  You  may 
ht  affured  that  the  Jefuits,  from  the  extremity  of* 
Italy,  would  govern  this  conV-enticle,  almoft  as  flrong- 
ly  as  the  Pope's  Corififtory  at  Romcj  and  what  fatal 
confequences  nriight  not  this  ftep  be  attended  with, 
though  at  firft  fight  it  appear  the  moft  prudent  that 
Could  !)e  tak^n,  the  moft  conformable  to  the  religion 
of  the  King,  while  it  is  in  reality  the  moft  proper  to 
awaken  fanaticifm,  and  to  rekindle  the  flames  of  dif- 
cord  from  one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other  ? 

What  can  be  done  in  fuch  circumftances,  and  how 
are  we  to  extricate  ourfelves  from  this  embarrafl*- 
ment?  Shall  we,  like  Alexander,  cut  the  Gordian 
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knot,  tear  off  the  veil  of  fupcrftition,  and  fap  to  the 
very  foundations  a  cololTal  power,  which  has  no  other 
fupport  than  the  heads  of  the  Monarchs  trampled 
under  it's  feet?  Such  is  the  wifh  of  the  clear-fighted 
philofopher,  fuch  would  be  the  fyftem  of  an  intrepid 
politician.  Unfortunately,  this  enlightened  age  is  not 
fufficiently  fo,  fuddenly  to  alter  maxims  tranfmitted 
from  age  to  age,  and  confecrated  by  a  long  fucceflion 
of  ignorance.  It  has  been  faid,  that  religion  was  the 
firmcft  fupport  of  the  throne,  that  without  it  there 
would  be  no  good  fubje^s,  and  that  if  it  did  not  exill: 
it  would  be  the  intereft  of  Kings  to  create  one. 

Since  a  total  breach  was  not  determined  upon^. 
the  brief  in  queftion  ought  to  have  been  confidered 
as  if  it  had  never  happened  j  the  revoking  of  it 
Ihould  have  been  treated  in  a  clandeftine  manner; 
a  dangerous  eclat  ought  not  to  have  been  given  to 
this  affair ;  more  convenient  times  (hould  have  been 
waited  for;  if  it  proved  imprafticablc  to  fucceed 
with  the  reigning  Pope,  we  fhould  particularly  have 
avoided  to  debafe  the  Royal  dignity,  and  to  difgrace 
it  by  open  and  fruitlefs  negotiations  j  neither  (hould 
,  "  we  have  reduced  ourfelves  to  the  cruel  alternative^ 
cither  of  committing  hoftilities  againft  an  unarmed 
Pontiff,  or  of  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  Bifhopsi  in  a  caufe  which  in  fadh 
is  their  own,  and  of  which  they  will  always  be  both 
judge  and  party. 

But  profound  fpeculators  are  ftill  able  to  trace 
in  thefe  dilTenfions  the  pencil  of  Loyola.  In  the 
extremity  to  which  the  Jefuits  are  reduced,  it  is 
their  intereft  to  excite  troubles  and  diflfcnfions  in  all 
parts— tQ  agitate  Europe,  in  every  fenfe,  in  order  to 
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endeavour  to  refume  their  ficuation,  and  to  regain 
the  ground  they  have  loft.  It  would  not  there- 
fore be  a  matter  of  furprize,  if  they  fhould  them- 
felves  have  fomented  difcord  in  the  councils  of 
Princes,  and  if,  after  having  armed  the  Pope  with 
anathemas,  they  ihould  arm  the  Kings  with  their 
thunder.  What  will  be  the  refult  of  all  thefe  ex- 
ertions  ?  Let  us  not  foreftall  events ;  but  their  re- 
iloration  would  certainly  be  more  aftonifliing  thaA 
their  fall. 


.    ..   \**t  A  fit*'i' 


wUvJ       ^\'^- 


trace 

[n  the 

it  is 

in  all 

Idcr  to 

favour 


y« 


N'll, 


* 


4^4 


A    P    P    E    N    D    I    :!S«i 


»       • .    • 


...    -y 


7hi 


^r^,  of  a  letter  from  O;  Pbi^kfrphe^  travelling  infq 

\7  017R  politicians,  Sir,  are  eng^gqi  in  fpfcujan 
.   (ions  about  vvhat  we   intend  to  dp,  \^ith  the 
illahd  of  Corfica,     Permit  rne  to  acquaint  you,  th^t, 
fuppofing  a  fpeedy  and  voluntary  furrender  of  it's 
inhabitants,  it  is  one  of  the  belt  acquifitions  France 
could  make  j  it  is  a  fruitful  and  excellent  country, 
very  proper  to  indemnify  her  for  the  lofs  of  part  of 
her  other  colonies  j  it  will,  for  inftance,  be  an  admir- 
able fuccedaneum  to  that  of  Canada — except  furs,  it 
will  fupply  us  with  every  article  we  got  from  that; 
country.    I  am  aware  that  the  extent  of  it's  territory 
is  not  to  be  compared  to  that  immenfe  continent  j  but 
this  is  a  frelh  advantage.     Our  country  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  peopled  to  fupply  the  emigrations  which  the 
latter  would  require ;  and  the  defence  of  the  diftant 
polls  neceflary  for  our  commerce,  which  cannot  give 
mutual  afiiftance  to  each  other,  has  always  appeared 
to  me  an  invincible  obftacle  to  our  fupporting  our- 
felves  in  the  other  hemifphere,  againft  the  natural 
efforts  of  the  favages  to  defend  their  liberty,  and 
thofe  of  our  neighbours  the  Englilh  to  make  incroach* 
ments  upon  us.     I  make  no  mention  of  the  diftance 
of  this  new  world,  of  the  fleets  that  it  was  neceflary 
to  fend  there  ^t  a  confiderable  expence,  and  of  the 
lofs  of  men  unavoidably  occafloned  by  fuch  long 
voyages.     Let  us  return  to  the  ifland  of  Corfica,  of 
which  I  fhall  give  you  a  defcription,  in  order  that 
.U    •'.  ^  t  yoi^ 
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you  may  be  able  to  judge  of  it,  and  to  cftiniate  the 
advantages  that  may  accrue  to  us  from  it.  • 

/'iThe  ifland  of  Corfica  is  fituatcd  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, between  39  and  42  degrees  latitude,  lying 
between  the  ifland  of  Sardinia  to  the  fouth,  and 
the  coads  of  Italy  to  the  north.  It'$  greateft  length  is 
from  Capo  Bonifacio  to  the  fouth,  as  far  as  Capo  Cor  fa 
to  the  north  i  this  makes  160  Italian  leagues*  It's 
breadth  comprehends  75  of  the  fame  leagues,  from 
Capo  Galien  to  the  weft,  as  far  as  the  lake  Urbino 
to  the  eaft  j  it's  whole  circumference  is  reckoned  to 
amount  to  225  Italian  leagues.  ' 

.  ?^This  ifland  is  divided  in  ten  jurifdiftions,  and  four 
fiefs,  compofing  68  pieves, 

'^'By  Meves  we  are  to^undsrftand  a  certain  number  of 
leagues  included  under  the  fame  adminiftration,  al- 
though they  are  dep'^adent  on  feveral  parilhcs  which 
Compofe  each  jurifdiftion. 

Of  thefe  ten  jurifdiftions,  fix  are  on  this  fide  the 
mountains  j  thefe  are  Capo  Corfoj  Balagna^  Cahit  Baf-^ 
fia,  CortOy  Alleria  j  and  three  fiefs,  namely,  Nouza, 
Brandot  and  Canary,  . 

The  other  four  jurifdiftions  are  fituated  beyond 
the  mountains  j  they  are  Vicoy  Jjaccio,  SarterUy  Boni^ 
facioy  and  the  fief  of  IJiria. 

.^  There  arc  five  bifiiopricks  in  this  ifland,  Mariana^ 
Nebbioy  Alleriay  Ajaccio,  and  Sagome. 

The  interior  part  of  the  lands  is  covered  with 
mountains,  feveral  of  which  are  planted  with  olive 
andchefnut  trees,  and  futnifli  pafture  for  the  flocks  r 
between  thefe  heights  there  are  many  ferttte  plains  j 
they  abound  in  vines,  orange,  bergamot,  citron, 
olive,  and  feveral  other  fhiit  trees;  Upon  the  higheft 
of  thefe  mountains,  which  is  called  Gradamo,  are  the 
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lake  of  Cremo  and  o(DinOj  at  no  great  diflancc  from 
each  other.  From  the  firft,  iffue  the  rivers  o(Liamone 
and  Tarignano,  one  of  which  flows  towards  the  weft, 
and  the  other  in  a  contrary  dire(5tion ;  that  of  Gaulo, 
iflues  from  the  lake  Ditto,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  fea  near  Mariana.  Befidc  thtfc  three  rivers,  the 
moil  confiderable  in  the  illand,  and  which,  with 
fome  expence,  might  be  rem' .red  navigable,  there 
are  feveral  others;  thefe  are  only  fmall  Itreams,  in- 
terfe6ling  almoft  all  the  plains,  and  which  would 
render  them  Hill  more  fertile,  if  thpir  channels  were 
multiplied. 

The  little  province  o(  Balagna  is  in  every  refpeft 

the  mod  abundant  of  Corfica ;  that  of  Capo  Corfi, 

although  the  mod  expofed,  is  very  near  as  good  i  and 

all,  or  almoft  all  of  them,  require  oi)ly  the  labour  of 

^  the  cultivator.  ...,.  ,„,.u  , 

As  for  the  produftionsj  belides  the  vines  I  have 

mentioned,  which  yield  a  white  and  red  wine,  that 

,  might  with  care  be  made  comparable  to  the  wine* 

of  Candia,  Cyprus ,  Syracufe,  and  Malaga  j  corn  might 

V  alfo  be  produced  there  in  great  plenty,  if  the  terrif 

tory  were  fertilized  in  a  fmall  deg»-ee  j  and,  notwith- 

^ji(ifl:anding  the  idlenefs  of  the  inhabitants,  nature,  in^ 

„.  ;i fome  meafure  too  luxuriant,  fometimes  deceives  their 

indolence,  and  prefents  them  with  a  very  abundant 

harveft.     There  is  no  want  of  cattle  i  birds  of  all 

kinds  are  to  be  {cen  here,  and  quantities  of  game, 

j^<;,fcfpecially  the   red-legged  partridge.     During  the 

'  '   >t(  yintei;  a  fufficient  quantity  of  them  ^re  caught  with 

^r|]  a  net,  to.fufnifh  feveral  towns  in  Italy.     This  feafon 

.   likewife  produces  a  quantii;y  of  black-birds,  which 

..     are  in  no  eftimation  any  where  elfe,  but  are  here  very 

tj^-5^ilelicate|  and  much  fought  after. 
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There  is  therefore  nothing  wanting  in  Corfica  with 

refpedl  to  eatables,  except  good  cooks  to  drefs  all 

thefe  provifions.     But,  independent  of  the  articles  of 

*  primary  neceffity,  the  arts  and  commerce  would  alfo 

find  opportunities  to  exert  themfelves.     <r»^-f'  » 

There  arc  in  this  country  feveral  baths,  as  well  hot 
as  cold;  mineral  waters,  ferviceable  in  all  kinds  of  dif- 
eafes ;  olive-trees,  which  would  furnifh  a  confiderablc 
oil  trade,  and  fit  to  fupply  France ;  mulberry-trees 
and  nik  worms,  which,  with  induftry  and  af^ivity* 
would  enable  us  to  do  without  the  filks  of  Italy; 
timber  for  mafts,  and  (hip-building,  which  would 
indemnify  us  for  the  lofs  of  that  of  Canada ;  gold, 
filver,  copper,  and  iron  mines  ;  quarries  of  marble 
and  porphyry  -,  a  cryftal  of  the  greateft  beauty,  by  the 
diverfity  of  it's  colours,  and  which  is  formed  in  the 
mountdiin  o£  Borgnano.  '.  .-  ^ 

In  general,  the  climate  of  thg  idand  is  the  fineft  in 
the  world.  The  (ky  is  never  darkened  two  days 
together.  There  is  fcarce  any  winter :  the  heats  of  the 
fummer  are  moderated  in  the  mountains  by  the  north 
winds;  they  are  more  violent  in  the  towns  o(Baftia,$t, 
FiorenzOy  la  Gagliola,  Calvi,  and  Ajaccio.  The  illneflfes 
to  which  the  troops  are  fubje^t,  are  attributed  to  the 
heat  of  the  air ;  and  I  believe  they  proceed  rather 
from  want  of  good  water,  which  thofe  places  are  very 
deficient  in  during  the  fummer,  but  which  might  be 
cafily  brought  down  from  the  mountains.  ^ 

From  this  (hort  account.  Sir,  you  will  readily  judge 
of  the  truth  of  myfpcculations.  I  will  not  diflcmblc, 
that  thefe  advantages  are  counterbalanced  by  the 
enormous  expences  which  muft  be  incurred  in  that 
iiland,  to  fecure  it  from  the  infults^  not  only  of  the 
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natural  inhabitants,  whom  I  fuppofe  to  be  fubdjed, 
but  of  foreigners.  The  extent  of  it's  coail,  and  the 
facility  of  landing  in  feveral  places,  would  require 
labours,  the  calculation  of  which  is  alarming.  Moft 
of  the  towns  are  difmantled,  or  very  imperfedly  for-, 
tified  i  the  ports  cither  filled  up  or  in  bad  condition, 
Corte,  formerly  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  and  which 
ftands  ainaoft  in  the  center  of  it,  at  prcfent  refembles 
more  a  village  than  a  city,  Baftia'is  the  moft  re^ 
markable  towrii  feveral  works  have  already  begua 
\ .  to  be  eredted  there ;  but  the  port,  in  which  frigates 

and  armed  barks  cannot  enter,  ought  to  be  cleared* 

"  On  returning  to  the  weftern  coaftj  we  find  FiorenzOf 
a  town  in  the  moft  ruinous  condition.  It's  gulph 
is  immenfe^  and  might  contain  a  prodigious  number 
of  (hips  i  it  is  more  than  a  league  over,  and  runs? 
three  leagues  deep  into  the  lands.  It  is  bordered 
with  high  nriQuntains,  which ihclter  it  fronn  all  kinds 

■I  ofrwinda;  except  the  north-eaft.  The  harbour  isi 
fiUcd  with  rocks  near  the  furface  of  the  water,  which 
0Ji5y  a«dmit  boats  to  land.  We  meet  next  with  la 
Gaglioia,  which  has  a  bad  road,  where  none  but  tartang 
and  feluccas  can  land:  after  this  comes  Cahij  the 
]^rt  of  which,  though  very  large,  can  only  receive 
frigaitcs  of  a  moderate  fize :  the  pbrt  of  Jjacch  i^ 
more  convenient,  and  deeper,  fhips  may  call  anchor 
there  in  the  midft  of  the  bafon.  Bonifacio  terminate* 
the  point  of  the  weftcrn  coaft,  where  there  is  a  little 
port^gobd:  and  fecure.  At  the  eaftern  coaft  we  find 
Porta  Fmbtpi  the  moft  beautiful  port  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean  j  ilhe  largeft  Ihips  can  enter  it;  but  an  unwhole- 
fome  airprevaik  in  the  cityj  which  has  occafioncd  it  to 
be  quite  defected^  finee  which  it  has  not  been  poffible 
to  rcpcople  it.    Along  this  coaft,  as  far  as  Baftia, 

which 
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which  terminates  it,  we  find  nothing  more  than 
Jlleria,  almoik  dtf^Yoycd. 

You  may  conceive,  Sir,  how  much  money  it  would 
abforb  to  render  fo  many  towns  and  ports,  all  eflcntial 
ones,  of  any  ufe  i  and  at  which,  with  more  or  lefs 
danger,  a  foreign  enemy  might  land,  and  convey  fuc- 
cours  to  the  revolted  natives.  i  ^  ^  a 

The  villages  are  infinitely  more  valuable  than  the 
towils,  they  are  almoft  all  built  upon  little  mountains, 
and  in  fituations  fortified  by  nature  ;  all  thehoufes 
are  furnished  with  battlements,  arched  ways,  and 
terraces,  and,  being  contiguous,  Hank  and  defend  each 
other  J  fp  that  each  of  thcfe  places  would  feem  to  re- 
quire a  fiege,  of  which  we  have  had  a  fmall  fpecimen 
in  the  villages  o(  Barbagto  and  of  Pairimomo,  i 

Another  unavoidable  expence,  which  would  like-^ 
wife  be  enormous,  is  that  of  the  roads  i  which  it 
WQ^ld  be  necefiary  to  open  throughout  the  whole? 
ifland :  in  a  word,  our  engineers,  upon  a  grofs  calcu- 
lation, reckon  that  two  hundred  millions*  muft 
befacrificed  to  put  the  ifiand  of  CorficH  in  the  moP; 
flourifliing  fituation.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  in 
would  one  day  repay  tlie  expences  with  iiH^jterefl:  j  buc 
arc  we  able  to  form-fuch  projedts,  at  this  period? 
Thisi  if  ^  matter  that  m^ft  be  refe;;red  to  our  gop4 
^d,?w(ifq  MWifters}  it  is  certain,  th^t  ^very  thing 
annouiiQes  the  de%n{of;preferving  this  country,  by 
the  troops  which  arrive  h^re  CTery  djay>  %fld  by  the 
cftftbliihment^  of  all  kinds  that  are  fwrpijig,  as  well 
i^af:]Ltime>  as  military,  and  municipal. 

The  Magiilracy.  will  find  employment  enough  here* 
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In  1739,  at  the  time  of  the  firft  redu6lion  of  this 
jOand  by  the  late  Marfhal  Maillebois,  there  were 
already  reckoned  28^006  aiTaffinations  committed 
^ith  impunity.  You  may  judge  how  many  have 
Jiappened  fin ce  that  period.  It  is  true  that  Paoli 
has  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  judicature  among  his  people, 
but  he  is  not  powerful  enough  to  be  able  to  exert 
it  with  all  the  rigour  which  the  ferocity  of  this  peo- 
ple would  require.  Accordingly,  population  dimi- 
niihes  here  daily.  At  that  time  the  number  of  in- 
habitants amounted  to  116,000  men;  but  at  pre- 
fent  we  fhould  not  certainly  find  >an  equal  number 
there.  It  would  be  neceflary  to  re-eftablifh  harmony 
in  all  the  orders  of  the  State,  confounded  together. 
The  right  of  nobility  has  been  taken  away  by  the 
Genoefe  from  the  moft  ancient  families,  fo  that  there 
is  now  fcarce  any  difference  between  thofe  who  have 
formerly  been  Gentlemen,  and  the  Peafants.  There 
were  no  more  offices,  no  kind  of  education  for 
.  children  j  ^hd  the  Republic  would  not  admit  them 
to  any  ecclefiaftical  or  military  dignities.  Their 
new  Chief  has  repaired  all  th^fe  diforders'as  well  as  he 
was  able,  that  is  to  fay,  he  has  prevented  them  from 
increafing  as  much  as  they  otherwife  would.  His 
precarious  authority,  ever  tottering-— his  life  even 
cvefy  inflartt  in  danger— rhave  not  permitted  him  to 
do  all  the  good  he  wifhed,  and  of  whi^h  his  genius 
and  wifdom  rendered  him  capably. 

As  for  the  refl,  you  may  eafUy  conceive.  Sir,  by  this 
account,  from  whence  arifes  the  invincible  hatred  of 
the  Corficans  againfl  the  Republic  i  the  latter  fe6ms 
to  have  exerted  every  effort  to  deftroy  thefe  people  5 
they  had  even  forbidden  thent  every  kiiid  of  trade : 
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annually  feized  upon  their  oils  and  other  commo- 
dities at  a  very  low  price,  and  made  them  pay  very 
dear  for  fait,  iron,  copper,  and  the  other  articles 
they  might  want.  ,  In  a  word,  they  were  treated  more 
like  ravages,  whom  it  was  intended  to  exterminate, 
than  like  fubjefts  who  were  to  be  protefted.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  our  charaiEter  of  mildnefs,  the  wif- 
dom  of  our  government,  and  the  goodnefs  of  our 
laws,  will  repair  fo  many  evils,  and  will  make  the 
new  kingdom  of  Corfica  fenfible  of  the  happinefs  of 
living  under  the  dominion  of  Lewis  the  well-beleved. 
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"       N°  XIII.  (Vol  III.  p.  254.) 

"^A  copy  of  the  letter  written  to  the  Minifter,  by  M, 
^AcbSifrom  the  IJle  of  France,  OSiober  30,  I758» 


Monfeigneur, 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  of  my  affival 
in  thelfle  of  France,  and  of  my  fudden  departure 
from  thence  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  refolved 
upon  in  a  general  Council.  I  have  now  only  to  give 
you  an  account  of  my  condud,  and  of  the  ftate  of 
maritime  affairs  in  India. 

I  left  the  Ifle  of  France  the  27th  of  January,  and 
"^as  obliged  to  pafs  by  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon,  in  order  to 
get  provifions  and  other  neceflaries  for  my  fleet  j  from 
thence  we  failed  the  4th  of  February  following,  and, 
as  the  monfoons  were  againft:  us,  I  refolved,  with  the 
advice  of  my  Captains,  to  take  the  long  courfe,  which 
is  the  common  pradtice  in  that  feafon.  The  calms 
and  feveral  other  obftacles  did  not  permit  me  to  crofs 
the  Line  till  the  17  th  of  April,  between  the  79th  and 
80th  deg.  of  longitude,  fo  that  I  did  not  difcover  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon  till  the  22d  of  the  fame  month.  I 
then  difpatched  the  Diligente  to  Caricalle,  for  an 
interpreter,  and  to  learn  the  exaft  flate  of  afl^airs 
in  that  country.  As  for  my  part,  after  having  coaftcd 
the  ifland  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  and  caufed  it  to 
be  clofely  examined  by  my  look-outs,  I  continued 
my  courfe,  and  anchored  the  26  th  at  the  above-men- 
tioned factory,  that  I  might  be  perfonally  informed 
of  the  naval  forces  the  Englifli  might  have  on  that 
coaft. 
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All  the  informations  I  received  feenied  very 
doubtful }  but  this  I  was  affured  of,  that  the  enemy 
had  only  a  few  veffels,  which  were  almoft  difarnnedj 
and  unfit  for  any  future  fervice. 

I  therefore  haftened  to  Pondlcherry,  to  concert 
matters  with  M.  de  Lally,  and  begin  our  operations 
betimes. 

On  the  a3d,  at  break  of  day,  I  came  in  fight  of 
Goudelour  and  Fort  St.  David,  where  I  obf^rved 
two  Englifh  frigates,  which  had  been  at  anchor  there 
a  long  time,  and  did  confiderable  damage  in  that 
quarter ;  after  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  get 
away,  they  ran  afliore,  and  fet  fire  to  the  Ihips  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation.  This  beginning  had  a 
wonderful  eflfeft  on  the  fpirits  of  the  men.  M.  de 
Lally  propofed  to  me,  that  we  might  not  lofc  any 
time,  to  blockade  Goudelour  and  Fort  St.  David 
immediately,  while  he,  with  the  troops  he  Ihould  get 
from  Pondicherry,  would  march  by  night  to  invert: 
thefe  places  by  land.  I  had  then  very  few  provi- 
fions,  and  much  le&  water  left ;  I  had  150  fick,  and 
the  reft  of  the  crew  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  after  a 
pafiage  of  90  days ;  but,  as  the  good  of  the  State 
required  it,  and  as  the  opportunity  feemed  favcuf* 
able,  I  accepted  the  propofal  with  pleafure.  ; 

Accordingly,  I  ordered  the  Comte  de  Provence,  and 
the  Diligente,  to  carry  M.  de  Lally  and  his  Staff  Offi- 
cers immediately  to  Porolicherry,  while  I  anchored 
in  a  line  with  the  reft  of  my  forces  oppofite  Goude- 
lour and  Fort  St.  David;  and  took  care  to  fend  the 
Purveyor  of  the  fleet  in  a  frigate,  to  br;ng  me  the 
provifions  that  were  neceflTary. 

The  night  from  the  28th  to  the  29th  was  already 

clapfed,  when  the  firing  of  the  enemy  informed  me, 
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that  our  land  forces,  defigncd  to  inveft  the  plictf, 
were  approaching.  The  Sylphidey  which  I  had  fent 
to  reconnoitre,  then  made  a  fignal  of  nine  fhips 
being  in  fight,  which  I  alfo  foon  difcovered  myfelf. 
As  they  fcertied  to  bear  down  upon  us  in  full  fail, 
with  the  wind  right  aftern,  I  caufed  the  cables  to  be 
"vtered  away  to  the  end,  and  the  line  of  battle  to  be 
formed  without  delay ;  the  Blen-aimt,  followed  by 
the  Vengeur,  and  the  Conde,  was  in  the  front.  I 
placed  myfelf  in  the  center,  with  the  Due  d*Orleans, 
and  the  St.  Louis,  as  my  feconds,  fore  and  aft.  The 
Moras,  which  followed,  the  laft  Ihip,  made  the  head  of 
the  rear  guard,  and  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  clofed  the 
line.  I  likewife  ordered  the  Sylphide  to  poft  herfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  fhe  might  be  able  to  fire 
at- intervals.  The  ihips  being  all  in  this  pofition^  I 
made  a  fignal  to  prepare  for  adbion,  and  we  waited 
for  the  enemy  with  firmnefs.  "'■ 

^  Vice  Admiral  Pocock,  on  his  part,  with  his  nine 
ihips,  and  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  was 
making  his  difpofitions,  and  formed  his  line  parallel 
to  ours.  He  placed  two  fiiips  in  front,  but  with  a 
confiderable  interval  between  them,  and  then,  pre* 
ceded  by  a  fliip  of  force,  and  followed  by  three 
others,  they  bore  down  all  together  to  begin  (Me 
aftion.  '^  *1^ '  "^ 

In  the  mean  while,  my  van  being  within  reach  of 
the  enemy,  I  made  a  fignal  to  begin  the  aftion,  and, 
the  two  centers  foon  approaching,  the  engagement 
became  general  about  two  in  the  afternoon. 

'"Vice  Admiral  Pocock,  three  times  driven  out  of 
the  line,  as  well  as  myfelf,  fought  me  within  piftol- 
Ihot,  and  though  he  drove  aftern,  yet  he  returned 
threc^times  to  the  charge.    Supported  by  my  two 
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fecondsj  M.  dc  SuririUc  the  youngeri  and  Joanhis^ 
we  all  thrice  made  great  haVock  upon  the  enemy's 

,  center,  v^hofe  fire  was  principally  levelled  at  me. 
M.  Bouvet,  Commander  of  the  Bien-aimej  had  not 
difplayed  lefs  bravery  in  the  front,  for  he  alone  da-^, 
m aged  the  fhip  that  was  oppofite  to  him  very  con- 
fiderably.  The  Vengeur,  commanded  by  M.  de  la 
Palliere,  after  a  few  fhots,  obliged  his  adverfe  fhip  to 
Ihcer  ofFj  and,  notwithftanding  all  his  efforts,  he 
could  not  engage  her  in  the  adiort  again.  In  st 
wordy  Monfeigneur,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  do 
them  this  juftice,  that  they  all  kept  their  ftations^ 
very  exaftly,  and  '"jught  very  bravely;  i. 

As  to  the  Due  de  Bourgognet  commanded  by 
Mi  d*Aprct,  it  was  never  in  it's  flation^  from  the 
time  the  a6tiOn  began  ;  for  the  Commander  fled  be- 
hind our  fliips  for  fhelter,  and  there  fired  acrofs  our' 
maftsi  The  Sylphidey  commanded  by  M.  Mahi,^ 
made  but  a  fhort  refiflance,  notivithftanding  thd 
Commafider's  good- will  to  continue  in  the  aAioni 
for  the  firlt  broadfidc  fhe  received,  forced  her  t6 
give  way,  and  fall  to  leewardj  Ivhich  was  tio  niiord 
than  1  cxpefted.  Thfe  Moras,  commanded  by  Mi 
Bee  d^  Licvfe,  undetweht  almofl  the  fame  fate  j  for 
foine  uftliicky  Ihots  having  difabled  half  her  crew^ 

,  fhe  was  obliged  to  bear  away,  tO  favfc  the  rcfl  frortii 
deflruftioh. 

'  From  what  has  betn  related,'  it  is  eafj^  to  pdrceivd 
tJliat  i  waaf  obliged  to  fight  with  an  e<pia!  ntirtiber  of 
ih1ps,df  inferior  force  to  thofe  of  the  efteiny  j  ric*- 
f  ertheiefs,  although  the  center  and  th^  hefad  fhip  of 
ttif  Vai*  fljflfered  vefy  confiderably^  yet  the  EfiglifH 
il^et  gave  way*  and  retifedi  being  fearce  able  td 
bear  our  fire.  "When  I  obferved  thh/  I  inflantly 
Vol*  IV^  Z  rtiadc 
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made  a  fignal  for  the  foremoft  (hips  to  tack  about^ 
in  order  to  cut  off,  and  put  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
between  two  fires,  thus  feparating  it  from  the  front, 
which  was  greatly  Ihattered  j  but  the  fmoke  pre-  * 
venting  my  fignal  from  being  feen,  hindered  me 
from  improving  the  advantage  we  had  already  ob-k 
,     tained.     The  Comie  de  Provence,  and  the  Dtligente, 
which  had  not  been  able  to  difeover,  till  very  latc^ 
the  reafbn  of  my  manoeuvre,  and  to  whom  I  had 
*  •    fcnt  a  boat  to  acquaint  them  of  it,  began  to  rally, 
and  draw  nearer  to  me.     By  this  time  the  cnemyy 
I  ,*'       much   incommoded,  and  who  had  for  foriie  time; 
given  way,  turned  again  to  windward  as  faft  as  pof4^ 
fibie  J  but,  purfuing  ftill  my  firft  projedt,  which  the 
Ihips  in  my  front  had  not  comprehended,  I  took  the, 


refolution  at  the  fame  time  to  order  the  whole  Heet 
to  wear  with  the  wind  aft.     I  had  two  eflential  rea* 


fons  for  this  :  firft,  as  night  was  advancing,  I  meant 
to  keep  as  much  as  polllble  in  fight  of  Goudelour. , 
aod  Fort  St.  David  j  fecondly,  by  tjiis  manoeuvre 
i  thought  to  bring  on  the  adion  again,  by  drawing 
nearer  to  the  land ',  and  I  placed  the  frejh  iHip>  that^, , 
was  come  up  to  me,  in  it's  ftation.        ,     ,  :  ?  ^ 

.•stin  a  i^ord,  I  made  it  a  point  to  execute  without , 
delay  what  I  had  defigned  j  but  the,enei,tiy,;fufpeft--  , 
ing  my  manoeuvre,  hauled  the  wind  ftill  more,  and^; 
being  at  leaft  as  much  tired  of  the  battle  as  they 
were  roughly  handled  in  it,  under  favour  of  thc^ 
night,  which  was  coming  on,  they  failed  to  lee^ar(jl|^  ! 
and  retired  to  Madrafs.    I  neglected  nothing  tci^'j 
keep  them  conftantly  in  vjews  but,  as  they  kept  out' 
no  lights,  i  could  not  exaflly  perceive  what  became 
of  them.    The  next  day  I  learned  that  they  were  ii 
a  very  ihattered  condieioB.  ,  !' 
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As  I  failed  along  fhore,  I  ordered  the  Comte  di 
Provence^  commanded  by  M.  de  la  Chaife>  who  was 
I^erfeftly  well  acqiiairited  with  the  coaft,  t5  regulate 
our  courfe,  to  dircdt  our  tadks,  or  to  anchor  if  h6 
thought  proper.  Accordingly,  he  made  the  fignal 
for  calling  anchor>  which  we  inftantly  repeated. 
«-  The  next  day,  the  30th  of  the  month,  we  found 
ourfelves  at  anchor  before  Emparve^  which  is  fcvcn 
leagues  to  the  leeward  of  Pondicherry,  where  the 
current  and  the  drift  had  carried  us  during  the  ac- 
tion. At  day- break  I  had  the  mortiBcation  to  fee 
the  Bien-aimi  run  aground.  This  veffel>  which  had 
fought  (o  valiantly  during  the  engagement^  had  had 
her  cables  cut  to  pieces,  and  lofi  ♦■v^o  of  her  an- 
chors }  (he  had  dropped  here  the  only  arrhor  (ht 
had  left  at  the  cat-head^  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  the 
Due  de  Bourgogncy  in  pafTing  by  her  in  the  dark,  had 
cut  her  cable  in  two  with  it's  keel,  which  expofed 
her  to  this  unfortunate  accident;  I  cannot  cxprefs 
to  you  the  forrow  I  felt  at  this  fight,  efpecially  as 
the  evil  feemed  irremediable*  "W^hen  I  came  to 
Pondicherry,  I  ftripped  M.  d'Aprct  of  his  commandi 
not  fo  much  on  this  account,  as  for  his  behaviour  in 
the  aftion,  and  gave  his  fhip  to  M.  Bouvet,  who 
was  incbnfoUble  for  the  misfortune  that  had  hap- 
pened to  him* 

:,  My  fituation  at  Emparve  was  fo  much  the  mart 
cmcl,  as  the  King's  fquadron,  according  ta  what  X 
faid  beforcj  Wa$  in  want  of  water,  wood,  and  provi- 
fions,  having  befides  a  great  numlpqr  of  fick  apd- 
iMOunded  j  ,neverthelefs,  after  the  Bien-aime  had  re-j^ 
ce^ed/the  neccffary  repairs,  I  arrived  in  Pondi-» 
cherry  road  the  7th  of  May,  under  favour  of  land 
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and  Tea  breezes.    This  was  the  hundredth  day  (ince 
niy  departure  from  Mauritiys. 

I  intreat  you^  Monfeigneur,  to  remark,  that: 
whenever  a  (hip  in  this  country  happens  to  be  eqo-. 
bayed  to  leeward  of  a  place,  in  the  months  oC 
May  and  June,  it  is  very  di/Hcult  to  get  out ;  how-: 
ever,  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  funnount  this 
difficulty,  and  to  efFedt  my  arrival  here,  though  nod 
without  confiderable  labour.  ■        utni 

However  this  may  be,  the  refult  of  what  I  have 
hitherto  faid  is,  that  I  have  landed  the  money, 
troops,  and  Warlike  (lores,  with  which  I  was  charged^ 
for  Pondicherry,  and  although  my  min  were  ex- 
ceedingly harraiTedf  and  weakened  by  three  Jong  voy- 
ages,  performed  in  contrary  feafons  *-  that  I  gavo 
battle  to  the  Englilh  fleet,  which  was  come  either 
to  relieve  the  place  lately  befieged,  or  to  carry  oflT 
the  efFedts  ;•— that  having  driven  them  to  leeward,  I 
prevented  them  from  executing  their  prqjeft  j— --that 
the  prefence  of  the  King's  fleet  has  alfo  hindered 
the  enemy  from  laying  fiege  to  Caricalle,  which  I 
Well  knew  they  intended  ; — and,  perhaps,  that  this 
aAion  will  contribute  to  the  taking  of  Qoudelour 
and  Fort  St.  David.  >  .aix  o. 

After  I  had  difembarked,  on  my  arrival  here  the 
7  th  of  May,  the  land  forces  1  had  on  board,  I  found 
th^  fleet  almoft  deftitute  of  men,  as  much  from  the 
number  of  fick  as  from  the  aftion  I  had  fuftained. 
The  mixed  Council  determined,  that  I  ihould  remain 
under  the  walls  of  Pondicherry,  until  I  got  a  fupplys 
of  men,  water,  and  provifions,  of  which  the  fleet  wta 
in  extreme  want.  Notwithftanding  this,  having  gfoc 
in  provifions  for  twenty  days,  I  called  a  na'vali  ^&un« 
cil,  to  which  M.  de  Leyrit  and  the  Counfellors  were 

.  invited. 
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invited,  to  deliberate  on  the  pofition  of  the  enemy, 
who,  having  not  been  able  to  reach  Goudelour  by 
fea,  were  now  attempting  to  arrive  there  by  land, 
as  we  plainly  difcovered  from  the  mails  of  our  (hips 
lying  in  Pondicjierry. 
fi'i  In  this  Council  1  explained  the  melancholy  fitu- 
ation  of  a  fleet  anchored  under  a  fortrefs,  which  can 
only  defend  it  from  a  great  diftance;  and  the  misfor- 
tunes that  would  enfue,  if  it  happened  to  be  attacked 
in  that  fituation.   I  oblerved,  that  the  plan  was  the 
worft  that  could  poflTibly  have  been  adopted ;  and  that 
it  would  certainly  be  produflive  of  very  bad  con- 
fcqucnccs  in  India,  if  by  firelliips,  or  other  things  of 
that  nature,  which  could  not  be  guarded  againfl, 
'    we  fhould  be  forced  to  run  our  (hips  aground,  or  to 
?    fct  fire  to  them  j  that  in  the  prefcnt  pofture  of  affairs, 
i    the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  country  would  be 
jftrangely  afFefted  by  it,  cfpecially  after  the  battle 
t    that  had  lately  been  fought  j  and  that  it  would  be  in- 
I    finitely  more  advifeable  that  th«  fleet  Ihould  put  to 
£    fea  without  her  complement  of  men,  than  that  it 
1     Ihould  purfue  a  plan,  which  would  prove  not  lefs  dif- 
honourable  to  the  nation,  than  detrimental  to  the 
"*>     glory  of  his  Majefty's  arms,  the  intcreft  of  the  pub- 
1     lie  and  of  the  Company. 

3di  u  They  all  agreed  to  the  folidity  of  my  arguments, 
-L.  but  neverthelefs  they  came  to  no  refolution.  It  was, 
n; .  iiowever,  refolved,  that  I  fhould  fend  to  M.  de  Lally, 
^kicto  acquaint  him  with  the  pofition  of  the  Englifh, 
2sv^  who  were  in  fight,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  a(k  him 
It;-  for  all  the  fuecours  he  could  fpare,  to  enable  the 
>f.  King's  fleet  to  fet  fail,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fhould  per- 
51  r'  ffft  in  their  attempts  to  relieve  Goudelour.  1  charged 
v^    ihe  Chevalier  dc  Monteil,  Major  of  the  flet*:,  with 
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this  commifTion,  and  gave  him  a  letter  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  I  fent  Meflieurs  de  Palllere  and  Surville,  ^ 
Captains  of  (hips  belonging  to  the  Company,  and 
M.  dc  Clouct,  Counfcllor  of  Pondichcrry,  to  accom-^  -n 
pany  him.  •  n 

When  M.  dc  Lally  was  informed  by  thefc  Gentle-  v 
men  of  the  pofition  of  the  two  fleets,  he  lamented  my  ' 
unhappy  fituationi  but  being  himfelf  engaged  in  be*  n 
fieging  a  ilrong  place,  from  which  it  would  be  im*  w 
proper  that  he  fhould  retire,  and  not  having  on  the  u 
\  other  hand  more  forces  than  he  wanted,  it  was  with'!) 

great  difficulty  he  could  fpare  any  :  however,  necef-  .f; 
fity  over-ruling  every  other  confideration,  and  being /fj 
fenfible  that  the  prefence  of  the  fleet  might  be  of  oi 
great  ufe  in  haftening  the  furrender  of  Fort  St.  Da- 
vid, he  refolved  next  morning  to  fet  oflF  for  Pondi-  ^^ 
cherry.     There  the  mixed  Council  being  aflfembled,  ^,3 
he  told  them,  that  from  the  deputation  which  I  hadfe,. 
fent  him  the  day  before,  he  underftood  that  the  fleet  >^ 
»       was  in  great  danger,  if  dcftitute  of  men  as  it  was,  it^v* 
were  obliged  to  remain  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Pon- 
dichcrry i  and  that,  in  confequence  of  this,  he  would  ^r 
order  fome  troops  and  feapoys  to  my  aflldance. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  you  the  joy  which  this  an- 
fwer  gave  mej  and,  to  avail  myfelf  of  M.  de  Lally's 
good  intentions,  we  immediately  took  a  review,  in 
prefence  of  the  Council,  not  only  of  all  the  men  on 
board,  but  alfo  of  thofe  who  were  in  the  hofpitals, 
and  might  fopn  be  ready  p  embark  for  a  coup  de 
/plain. 

When  the  review  was  over,  he  gave  me  330  fol- 
diers  and  600  feapoys,  which  we  difl:ributed  among  ,,, 
;the  (hips,  and  ordered  them  to  be  embarked  without  ^/: 
delay,     This  was  done  with  fuch  expedition,  that  at 
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any  rate  I  was  enabled  to  put  to  {ca,  in  fight  of  the 
Englilh  fleet,  on  the  ift  of  June. 

As  the  enemy,  who  lay  at  anchor  to  leeward  of 
me,  had  been  obferving  me  for  fomc  time,  and  faw 
me  fitting  out  at  break  of  day,  they  did  the  fame 
with  no  lefs  expedition  ;  but  whether  with  adcfign  of 
drawing  me  to  the  leeward  of  Pondichcrry,  and  car- 
rying me  further  away  from  Fort  St.  David  j  or 
whether  they  were  difconcerted  at  he  Hght  of  i.e, 
and  at  the  route  I  Was  taking ;  or  finally,  whether 
they  did  not  chufe  to  fight  to  the  leev'aid  j  or  for 
fome  other  reafon  which  I  am  ignorant  of,  the*^ 
fliortened  their  fails,  and  fuffered  themfelves  to  driv  i 
for  a  confiderable  time.  ^ 

As  by  their  manoeuvre  I  entertained  for;  e  conjec- 
tures of  what  their  defign  might  be,  I  took  care  not 
to  follow  them,  as  much  that  I  might  not  lofe  fight 
of  my  objeft,  as  that  I  might  keep  to  the  windward 
of  Pondichcrry  in  cafe  of  a  fecond  engage '»'eiit.     I 
continued,  therefore,  my  courfe  towards  Fort  St.  Da- 
vid, in  order  to  renew  the  blockade  of  it,  exped  ng 
by  that  means  to  draw  the  enemy  there,  and  to  give 
them  battle,  if  they  fhould  attempt  to  relieve  the 
place,  as  I  had  reafon  to  fuppoft    >-  y  would.    I  was 
not  a  little  furprized  when  I  was  told,  a  fhort  time 
'  after,  that  they  had  difappear?d.     I  imagined  they 
meant  to  take  a  roupd-abo\:;;  courfe  to  the  place,  but 
the  event  (hewed  my  conjedurc  to  be  groundlefs, 
for  I  never  faw  them  after.  **^' 

However  this  may  be,  the  King's  fleet  having 
made  it's  appearance  before  Fort  St.  David  on  the  ad 
of  Junt,  the  garrifon  fent  immediately  to  capitulate, 
M.  de  Lally  communicated  this  good  news  to  me, 
letting  me  know,  at  the  fame  time,  how  much  mv 
preferice  had  contributed  to  it  j  he  alfo  defired  me  to 
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come  afliore,  that  we  might  concert  together  what 
was  farther  to  be  done  at  prelent ;  which  I  did  as  foQQ 
as  the  weather  permitted.  r^    "^  -^^ 

Accordingly,  1  repaired  to  Fort  St.  David  on  the 
4th  of  tlie  month,  where  M.  de  Lally  fignified  to  me 
hi^  defire  that  the  fleet  fhould  appear  before  Devi- 
Cottah,  a  little  place  which  he  intended  ;o  get  poflef- 
IJon  of.  I  accordingly  fet  faij,  and  went  to  the  place 
without  delay.  This  fort  having  furrendered  without 
inaking  any  refjftance,  I  judged  it  advifeable  to  pro* 
ceed  fome  way  along  the  coaft,  as  I  had  already  done. 
I  thought  this  manoeuvre  would  produce  a  wonder- 
ful efTcdb  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  country;^ 
as  much  to  preferve  thofe  who  were  attached  to  us, 
as  to  reftrain  thofe  who  might  be  adverfe,  ^t 

Befidcs,  I  learned  by  a  letter  1  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Caricalle,  that  an  Englifh  (hip  of  twQ 
tiers  had  arrived  lately  in  the  road  of  Negapatnam, 
which  velTel  I  wished  to  intercept.  I  alfo  expeded 
the  Centaur  e,  which  was  to  be  fent  to  mc  from -Mau- 
ritius, and  was  deilrous  of  facilitating  her  arrival,  and 
pf  fei?ing  the  fupplies  that  might  come  to  the  ene- 
my. Thefp  reafons,  add^d  to  that  of  getting  pro- 
virions  from  Caricalle,  determined  me  to  go  and  an- 
chor there. 

Accordingly  I  caft  anchor  there  the  evening  of 
the  fame  day,  and  the  iiext  day  I  took  fome  refrelh- 
^lents  from  the  town.  I  afked  for  fome  timb^i?  to 
refit  the  rudders  of  two  of  my  ftiips^  but  could  geje 
nojge.  I  intimated  to  the  Captains  of  the  tet 
rpy  <^efig^  of  running  up  the  coaft  till  we  cam<J  to 
the  iiland  of  Ceylon,  which  they  all  approved  of, 
^ecaufe  in  that  feafon  all  thfc  European  vcffels  con^- 
qgonly  arn>fe  Ofi  the  qqaft  of  Coromandcl. 

a^r"-»-'  :    .'       V  .  .:  .;.,  ;        .  I  i| 
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I  immediately  communicated  to  M.  de  Lally  what 
we  had  determined  upon,  and  on  the  9th  of  June  we 
fet  out  for  Negapatnam,  where  I  anchored  with  the 
whole  fleet  the  fame  day.  This  Dutch  fettlement; 
faluted  the  King's  flag  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 

;  gave  us  all  the  provifions,  liquor,  and  rigging 
they  could  fpare  j  from  thence  fetting  fail,  we  con- 
tinued our  courfe  towards  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  In 
our  way  we  met  with  a  little  Englifli  brig,  which  I 
fent  immediately  to  Pondicherry,  left  (hefhould  retard 
us  in  our  courfe. .  As  in  the  feveral  tacks  I  made, 
I  appeared  again  before  Caricalle  on  the  i6th  of 
June,  I  received  there  an  order  from  the  High  Coun- 
cil, dated  the  13th  inftant,  defiring  the  prefence  of 
the  fleet,  during  the  abfence  of  M.  de  Lally,  who 
was  gone  into  the  inland  country  to  execute  fome 
enterprize.    Qn  receipt  of  the  order,  I  did  not  defer 

-  one  moment  to  comply  with  the  requeft  that  was 
made  to  me.  Accordingly,  I  anchored  on  the  17th 
at  Pondicherry,  and  the  day  following  I  had  an  in- 

,'  tcrview  with  M.  de  Lally,  who  acquainted  inc  with 
the  dcfign  he  was  going  to  execute.     When  he  wa» 

'  gone,  M  de  Leyrit  told  me  he  had  occaiion  for 
iome  men,  to  afllft,  in  cafe  of  accidents,  the  troops 
who  guarded  the  prifoners  o(  war,  and  I  agreed  imr 
mediately  to  give  him  fifty  failors,  and  an  Officer,  to 
rno'utit  guard  every  day  in  the  fort. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  reireat  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  fuperiority  we  feemed  to  have  on  the  coafV,  did 
not  impofe  upon  me.  I  knew  their  (Irength;  and  with 
what  read inefs  they  could  equip  their  fleet  in  Ma- 
drafs,  and  put  it  in   a  date  to  fail  up  the  coaft;. 

.  Gn  the  other  hand,  I  faw,  with  much  concern,  how 
little  fuccour  could  be  drawn  from  Pondicherry, 

where 
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'      '  -        ■  I.  '   . 

^MfiJ' feothing  wis  attended  to  but  M.  de  LaUy'if  ' 
expedition  to  Tanjour.  Thus  reduced  to  make  the 
moll  of  my  own  deplorable  ftate,  I  thought  of  no-, 
thing  but  yiftualling  the  fleet  in  fome  way  or  other, 
in  order  to  be  in  a  condition  to  attack  the  enemy 
whenever  they  (hould  appear. 

While  I  was  abforbed  in  this  bufinefs,  I  received' 
an  account  from  Caricalle,  that  three  large  Englifli 
-^  Ihips  from  Bengal  had  anchored  in  the  road  of  Trjn- 

quebar.  I  was  going  immediately  to  fet  fail  with 
/  fome  (hips,  to  endeavour  to  intercept  them,  when 
I  received  intelligence  of  their  departure.  I  was  in- 
'  \,,  -  formed,  ac  the  fame  time,  that  they  were  richly  la- 
den, and  had  failed  towards  Madrafs.  You  may 
judge  from  this,  Monfeigneur,  how  much  I  regretted 
the  having  been  obliged  to  quit  my  cruife.  Thofe 
who  had  recalled  me,  alfo  repented  j  but  it  v/as  too 
late.  ^  * 

It  was  foon  known  in  Madrafs  what  a  condition  " 
I  was  in,  and  how  much  my  fleet  was  weakened,  both 
by  ficknefs  and  by  the  abfence  of  the  land  forces, 
^    from  which  I  could  not  obtain  any  further  fuccours.   . 
/        From  that   period,  the  enemy  thinking  that  they 
ought  to  avail  themfelves  of  their  fuperior  ftrength, 
refolvcd  again  to  fail   up  the  coaft,   after  having 
taken  800  men  on  board,  from  the  garrifon  of  Ma- 
drafs, a3  I  ha/e  fmce  learned,  which,  being  added  to    ^ 
a  reinforcement  of  1 50  from  the  three  Bengal  ihips, 
made  their  fleet  infinitely  ftronger  than  mine.  ,^-^ 

The  fecurity  which  prevailed  at  Pondichefry,  rc- 

fpcfting  the  fcveral  motions  of  the  enemy,  was  nearly 

the  Caufe  of  our  deftrudion.    They  were  already 

at  Eiiiparvf  before  I  knew  it  j  nor  was  I  even  ap- 
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prized  of  their  coming,  till  they  were  obferved  from 
our  maft-hcad.  My  rudder,  and  rhofe  of  many  other 
fhips,  were  on  (hore,  and  all  tinfit  for  fervicc;  how- 
ever, I  gave  orders  inftantly  that  they  Ihould  be 
carried  on  board.  I  alfo  fent  to  examine  the  hofpi- 
tals,  in  order  to  take  up  thofe  failors  who  might 
ftili  be  fit  for  a  coup  de  main.  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  my  efforts,  I  found  my  fliips  ftill  very  bare 
of  men,  and  the  few  we  had  were  exhauited.  Nc- 
verthelefs,  as  the  enemy  were  continually  approach- 
ing, it  was  neceflary  to  take  fome  refolution.  I 
aflembled  the  Captains  of  the  fleet,  who  unanimoufly 
agreed  with  refpefb  to  the  danger  we  were  expofed 
to,  if  we  fufl^ered  ourfelves  to  be  attacked  while  wc 
lay  at  anchor.  Therefore,  by  their  advice,  after  I 
was  difcharged  from  the  care  of  Pondicherry,  by  an 
order  of  Council,  which  I  fummoned  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  I  failed  out  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  on  the 
27th  of  July,  in  order  to  prefervc  the  advantage  of 
the  wind,  by  which  I  became  mafter  of  all  my 
manoeuvres. 

At  this  time  I  had  only  500  men  in  my  Ihip ;  the 
ihips  of  70  guns  had  only  between  350  and  400 
at  moft  i  and  the  refl:  215;  and  I  was  even  obliged 
to  difarm  the  Sylphide,  to  ftrengthen  the  Ihips  (h^C 
were  weakeft  with  her  crew. 

Such  were  the  forces  with  which  I  was  to  encouni- 
ter  a  f}eet  that  wanted  for  nothing,  lliperior  both 
in  the  fize  of  their  Ihips  and  the  weight  of  their 
metal  J  and,  moreover,  certain  of  the  advantage  they 
had  over  us  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  croopi 
with  which  they  were  lately  reinforced. 

Notwithftandifig  this,  the  enemy  could  not  per- 
ceiv?  our  wcakncfs,  by  rcafon  of  the  refolute  counte- 
nance 
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"Tianfci  we  aflumed.    The  two  fleets  manoeuvrtd  the 
'^iwhole  day,  in  fight  of  each  other.   I  took  the  advan- 
-':  tage  of  the  night  to  get  to  the  fouthward,   and  in 
"the  ihorning,  I  loft  fight  of  the  enemy.    Being  at 
^  this  time  near  Negapatnam,  I  refolved  to  anchor  at 
^  Caricalie,  in  order  to  learn  what  was  become  of  the 
enemy's  fleet  j   but  I  could  hear  nothing  of  it.     I 
;  then  mi.de  no  doubt  but  that   they    lay  to    lee- 
ward, in  order  to  wait  for  us  as  we  paflcd  j  where- 
upon I  determined  to  follow  them,  in  order  to  pre- 
fervc  the  advantage  of  the  wind,   which  was  the 
'^  only  one  I  had,  or  could  hope  for  at  that  time.     • 
^:      1  therefore  fet  fail  from  Caricalle  the  firft  of  Au- 
,  ®  guft;  and,  having  ranged  my  fhips  all  in  front,  to 
make  them  appear  to  greater  advantage,  I   failed 
idown  the  coaft,  being  certain  to  meet  them>  if  they 
were  there.    Accordingly,  it  was  not  long  before  we 
perceived  them.  At  nine  in  the  morning,  I  difeovered 
the  Englifli  fleet  oppofite  Porto  Novo,  endeavour- 
,  ing  to  fail  up  the  coaft.    Upon  this  I  failed  dofe  to 
the   wind,  expefting  a  fea  breeze,   to  be   able  to 
-    bear  down  upon  them  without  any  confufion.    The 
f  breeze  rofe  at  noon,  and  I  formed  my  line  to  wind- 
'¥  ward,  with  the  Comte  de  Provence  in  the  front,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Moras  and  the  Due  d'Orleans,  my 
fecond  in  front :  after  me  came  the  St.  Louis,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Due  de  Bourgogne,  the  CoTtdSy  and  the 
;;^    Vingeur,  which  formed  the  rear.    In  this  order*I  ad- 
vaticed  towards  the  enemy,  who  wefe  at  a  great 
di^arice,  which,  together  with  the  weight  of  fpme 
i&f  th^  fhlps,  was  the  feafon  that  we  could  not  come 
within  reach  of  their  guns  till  about  five  in  the 
evening.     Notwithftanding  this,  I  was  fully  deter- 
•_  ''%2tiui.>j  '-^  nr>i-ny^i4  :^,..-:i   ■  mined 
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mined  to  avail  myMf  of  the  advantage  I  h^d,  atid 

juft  on  th«  point  of  beginning  the  engjigemeaty 

when;  the  St,  Louis  cried  out  to  me,  chat  fhe.  cotild 

not  open  her  lower  tier^  and  I  perceived,  at  the 

fawiC;  timcj  that  fpveral  other  vcflels  were  in   the 

fa$F)c^^nditi)Gtn.    This  inconvenience,  joined  to  the 

quicjc  approach  of  night,  obliged  me  to  fail  cloie  to 

dh^  wind,  a^d  to  proceed  thus  in  my  courfe,.  in,  or- 

4er  to  prefcrve  that  advantage  till  I  could,  find  a 

moTrC  favourable  opportunity.  yr^    c-.:>i  %^ 

^:  The  following  day,  having  loft  fight  of  the  enemyi 

I  went  to  Caricalle  to  anchor,  jn  order  to  learn  whac 

was  be^come  of  them ;  but  I  was  not  long  th^f:^ 

before  I.  difeovered  them  myfelf,  with  their  lights 

out,  about  two  in  the  morning,  when  I  made.nQ 

doubt  but  they  were  endeavouring  to  get  the  wea- 

tthet'gage  of  me ;  for  which  reafon  I  put  immediate-) 

ly  ib9  fea  to  prevent  them,  and,  failing  along  tho 

€QA(t  s^.they  did,  I  obfcrved,  at  break  of  day,,  tjiaif 

t^f^y  were  about,  a  league  and  a;  half  to  leewards    I 

thought  this  was  the  time  to  begin  the  attack  r  ao 

CQrdingfy)  I  mad«  the  fignal  for  thatpurpoie,  and  e^ch 

veiTel  eatecuted  my  orders  with  fo  mueh.preciilioni 

that  thQ  general  ardour  they  difpUyed, in  advancing 

uppni  f|i«^  ene;my,  feemed  to  me  a  fortunate  prei^gg 

of  (uc;cd5v^  .,;ji^  li^m^ 

My  jpy  lafted  but  a  Ihort  time;  for  I  had?  the 

mo^tiQcation ,  to  fee  the  St»  Louis,  and  two  oth^i! 

veflels^/m  the  fame  condition  they  were,  in  twodaya 

beforCf,   The  fe^  wa»,  however,  beautiful ;  but  I 

cannot  avoid  tdiUftg  you,  Monfeigneuri  ^  that,  yoti 

|>aye  be^n  imposed  upon,   and  that  the  Company 

has  impofed  upon  itfelf ;  for  I  had  but  three  fhip^ 

<5^i-  .      2  _  of 
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bf  war  in  my  fleet :  the  guns  of  the  other  (hips  were 
too  weak,  and,  moreover,  they  were  not  fit  for 
fervice.  I  faw,  with  concern,  the  proof  of  this  j  but 
it  Was  necefTary  to  think  of  a  remedy.  '^ 

■  In  this  pofition  of  the  two  fleets,  though  w<f 
were  to  windward  of  them,  yet  the  fea-breezc  ne- 
ccflarily  placed  them  to  windward  of  us ;  fo  that  they 
could  oblige  us  to  fight  them  between  the  land  and 
their  fquadron.  On  the  other  hand,  the  condition 
of  fome  of  our  fliips,  whofe  firft:  batteries  were  ufc- 
lefs>  made  it  neceflary  to  renounce  the  advantage 
of  engaging  to  windward.  The  bell  thing,  there- 
fore, I  thought,  that  could  be  done,  was  to  order 
the  head  (hip  of  our  front  to  bear  down,  and  the 
reft  to  follow  fuccefiively  in  her  wake,  keeping  the 
fame  courfe  in  the  general  tack,  to  run  along  the  , 
enemy's  line  j  we  (hould  then  bear  down  Ihort,  in 
order  to  pafs  by  the  ftern  of  the  lafl:  of  the  enemy's 
ihips,  and  each  of  us  was  to  pour  in  a  broadfide 
within  piftol'fliot,  running  on  upon  the  fame  tack 
for  a  league  or  two,  more  or  lefs,  that  we  might 
ftill  be  to  windward  of  them,  with  the  full  fca-* 
breeze.  By  this  manoeuvre,  we  fhould  not  only^ 
deftroy  one  of  the  enemy's  ftiips,  but  alfo  be  en- 
abled to  attack  with  the  advantage  of  the  wind  this 
fquadron,  which  would  then  be  confiderabl'y  weak- 
ened. The  worft  thing  that  could  befall  uSj  was  to 
tall  to  leeward,  if  the  wind  fhould  fail  us  too  fdony 
and  whatever  I  could  do,  could  not  prevent  that. 

I  difpatched  the  Diligente  frigate  to  the  Cmte  ie  \ 
Provence^  to  inform  the  Captain  of  my  defign,  or- 
dering him  to  execute  it  at  the  firft  fignal  I  fhtiuld 
make,     I  conomandcd  alfo  i\i^  Due  dc  EoUrgogne  to 

take. 


\ 

t 


3 
■V 

'4' 

'4' 


tl 

tl 


3s  were 
fit  (of 
hi  but 


igh  we 
?zc  ne- 
at they 
Fid  and 
idition" 
re  ufc- 
antage 
there- 
ordci^ 
d  the 
ig  the 


"■r 

CI 


'J: 


g  the 
n,  in 
emy*s . 
idfide 

tack' 
night 

fea-*  I 
only 
;  en- 

this 
eAkJ, 
IS  to 
i)on/ 

e  de 

or?,': 
uld 
td 
akr. 


i 


I 


■'T 


•I- 


A    P    P    E    N    D    I    X. 

take  the  place  of  the  Mora^,  while  this  laft  ihip  was. 
to  fill  theftation  of  the  former  in  the  rear.    Every 
thing  being  thus  difpofed,  and  the  (hips  .waiting  for 
npthing  but  the  inftant  to  bear  down,  I  gave  the 
fignal  by  firing  two  guns,  one  after  the  other.     :  t^vj 

V  M.  de  la  Chaife,  who  commanded  the  head  flilp 
of  the  van,  immediately  fet  about  to  execute  minutely 
the  inftrudions  I  had  given  him :  the  reft  followed 
him  in  exact  order,  and,  by  the  ardour  with  which 
each  Ihip  endeavoured  to  keep  it's  flation,  it  fieemed 
as  if  all  of  them  were  actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit.  I 
believe  the  fteadinefs  with  which  this  manoeuvre  was 
conduced,  did  not  contribute  a  little  towards  pro- 
ducing that  peirplexity  and  confufion,  which  I 
thought  I  perceived  in  the  enemy's  line.      :;..v  —  v%j^ 

,  They  were  foon  deceived,  as  I  intended  tiiey  fhould 
be,  fo  that  I  began  to  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  fuC- 
cefs  of  this  projeft.  In  a  fhort  time,  the  Comte  de 
Provence i  which  conduced  the  head  of  the  line  with 
a  prudence  ;ind  intrepidity  that  never  failed,  arrived 
within  about  a  canon  and  half  ihotof  the  Englifh, 
and  made  her  I  aft  tack  to  pafs  by  the  ftern  of  the  laft 
Ihip  of  the  enemy's  line. 

We  followed  her  with  full  fails,  in  order  not  to 
give  time  to  the  enemy  to  recover  themfelves  j  for  the 
nearer  we  approached,  the  more  they  feemed  aftoniih- 
ed  at  the  mancEuvre.  There  was  now  no  time  to 
retradt,  for  we  were  within  gun-fliot:  in  a  word,  we 
wire  upon  the  point  of  terminating  our  enterprize, 
when,  iof  a  fudden,  the  land  breeze  ftopped,  and 
forced  rne  to  form  my  line  oppofite  the  enemy's, 
and  to  leeward  of  the  Englifh  fquadron.  •   ^ 

This  difappointment  did  not,  however,  aBaftriii: 
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anyrcTpd^i  the  Atdtiut  of  the  crews,  but^  on  the  coh- 
trarf>  I  perceived  that  it  rather  increafed  it. 

I  covid  not  ceafe  admiring  the  great  zeal  and  wft-^' 
lingneftv  wtiich  appeared  to  dired  and  accompany 
the  morions^  of  each  Ihip  i  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  fay,^^ 
that  t&e  gi-eao  predlion  and  firmnefs  with  which  they 
perfianned  their  manceuvres,  made  me  in  fome  fort 
innyiimd^l  of  the  weaknefs  of  their  condition.  I' 
hailenedl  therefore  to  avail  myfclf  of  this  general' 
ardour^in  order  to  put  myfelf  in  a  ftate  to  meet  the^ 
enemy,  who  were  forming  their  line  oppoHte  to,  and 
below- mine.  The  Admiral  kept  the  center,  with 
two  of  his  largeft  ihips,  fore  and  aft.  M.  Stevens 
commanded  a  70  gun  fhip  at  the  head  of  the  line, 
^        ,  which  was  clofed  by  a  fliip  of  the  fame  force. 

•  The  Etlgliih  did  not  let  us  wait  long,  for  they 

]Mre  d^n  upon  us  at  half  an  hour  after  twelve ;  by 

V  their manosuvre  they  feemed  inclined  to  attack  our 

rear,  but  I  prevented  that,  by  making  a  fignal  for  the 

rear  to  come  clofer  to  me  :  they  then  ran  along  our 

line  in' etcellent  order.  * 

"M".  Stevens,  finding  himfelf  within  piftol-lhot  of 

.  the  Comte  de  Provence,  began  to  retire,  to  avoid  part 

;  of  hi^firft  fire  jibut  this  fhip  having  endeavoured  as 

ncMich  to  ketp  her  broadfidc  to  her,  the  two  fleets 

foon  apprtjachcd  one  another,  and  the  moment  for 

be^nning  the  general  a£tion  Teemed  to  be  at  hand«>:3 

Scarce  had  I  madfi  the  fignal  for  this  purpofe,  when 

the  two  van  guards  began  to  attack  each  other  with 

rtseiprocal  fury  j  the  fight  foori  became  general,  and  a 

quick  and  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  fidci. 

But  the  firft  fire  which  we  difchargcd  was  rather 
prejuditial  to  the  enemy,  for  one  of  their  Ihips T^ft 
h«r  mizcn-top-fail-maft,  and  feemed  much  fliattered  j 
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be^des,  theii;  fire  began  to  diminifh  greatly  on  ac- 
count of  the  brifknefs  of  Ours :  this,  added  to  the 
courage  of  our  crews,  which  feemed  continually  to 
augment,  might  have  counterbalanced  the  fuperiority 
6f  their  ftrength,  had  not  an  accident,  which!  had  t\b 
reafon  to  expetft,  changed  the  face  of  mfatters,  and 
turned  every  thing  in  favour  of  the  enemy.  They 
hiid  various  kinds  of combuftibles  onboard;  th^ 
l{iip  which  fought  with  the  Comte  de  Provence,  threw 
one  into  her,  which  fct  fire  to  her  fails  and  her  mizen- 
mafl:.  This  unfortunate  vefTel,  which  the  conduft 
and  courage  of  her  Conlmander  ought  feemingly  to 
liaive  preferved  fr6m  a  fimilar  accicteht,  niaintained 
her  flation  as  long  aS  (he  could,  for  fear  of  breaking 
the  line,  but  at  length  W^  obliged  to  bear  away  to 
^xtinguifh  the  fiaipci,  which  were  extending  to  he» 
poop.  She  would  have  had  much  difficulty  in  doing 
this,  had  it  not  been  for  M.  Bouvet,  command  ingj 
the  i^uc  4fBourgogney  who  facr'ificed  himfclf  to"  Iheltelf 
liier  frbm  the  continual  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  thus 
by  his  valour  and  prudence  faved  this  fhip,  which 
Qtherwifc  would  probably  have  been  confumed.  This 
z&hti,  Monfeigneur,  is  beyond  all  praife,  and  there  is 
^^  reward  which  the  author  of  it  may  not  expeftj 
i^'i  of  ^hich  he  is  not  worthy  in  every  refpeft. 
**tn  the  mea^  whiit,  thiis  forced  retreat  of  the  Comie 
dH  Provence  had  given  the  enemy  an  undoubted  fu* 
^eripi'ity..  The  Englifh  Admiral,  who  well  knew  the 
inipcrfe^t  ftate'  of  our  artillery,  endeavoured  ftill  to 
improve  it  j  for,  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind*  he 
fired  at:  us  continually  with  his  32  pounders  j  fo  that 
liio^  of  pur  fhips  could  annoy  the  enemy  but  very 
littiie,  The  Admiral  himfclf,  recoUedling  undoubt- 
edly the  minnfer  'm  which!  received' hlfifi  thefirft 
^  Veil..  IV,  A  a  time. 
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time,  always  prefented  the  quarter  to  me }  the  Ihip 
which  preceded  him,  Hred  at  me  from  her  ftcrn } 
but  not  one  of  the  enemy's  fhips  prefented  a  broad- 
fide  opposite  me.  Befides  this,  as  I  was  going  to 
windwatd,  in  order  to  give  the  Admiral  my  whole 
fire,  a  cannon-fhot  carried  off  the  wheel  of  my  helm, 
and  then,  being  no  longer  mafter  of  my  fhip,  I  drove, 
in  fpite  of  my  efforts  to  the  contrary,  beyond  the 
Due  d' Orleans,  which,  having  fcreened  mc  ibr  a  mo- 
ment, gave  me  an  opportunity  of  repairing  this 
damage,  and  enabled  me  to  place  myfelf  in  the  line 
before  her.  The  fight  then  became  more  obftinate 
than  ever,  and,  fupported  by  all  my  (hips,  which 
feemed  to  acquire  frefh  cour?ge  from  their  weaknefs, 
I  made  head  againH:  the  enemy  :  foon  after  this,  my 
tiller-rope  being  cut,  I  was  reduced  again  to  the 
fame  fituation  I  was  in  before  j  but  the  activity  of  the 
officers  1  had  remaining,  fupplying  every  deficiency, 
I  was  foon  in  a  condition  to  return  to  the  charge, 
and  help  my  valiant  fcconds,  who,  with  a  few  other 
Ihips,  fuftained  the  fire  of  the  whol"  Englilh  line, 
^  How  ftiall  I  relate  to  you,  Monfeigneury  the  pro- 

digies of  vilour  -which  my  van  difplayed  ?  The  con- 
ftancy  of  their  fire  even  concealed  from  me,  for  fome 
time,  the  damages  the  fiiips  had  fuffered.  At  length, 
however,  I  faw  with  concern,  that  the  Conde  and 
Moras,  entirely  too  weak  for  the  line  of  battle,  were 
obliged  to  bear  away  in  order  to  refit,  and  return 
again  to  the  charge,  not  being  able  to  refifi:  si  force 
fo  fuperior,  with  which  they  were  crufhed. 
^;:  The  dangers,  notwithflanding,  which  thefe  iKips 
efcaped,  were  nothing  in  comparifon  to  that  to 
which  my  (hip  was  expofed  a  little  after.  The 
enemy    threw   a    combuftible  into   my   powder- 
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tooih,  and  I  expcfted  every  moment  to  be  blown 
up.  Then  it  was,  Menfeigneur,  that  I  became  more 
than  ever  Icnfible  of  the  happinefs  of  having  fuch 
Officers  as  I  have,  upon  occaHons  like  thefe.  Their 
fteadinefs  and  coolnefs  quieted  the  alarms  of  the 
crew,  and  the  fire  was  extinguilhed  by  the  care  and 
dexterity  of  M.  Guillemin,  my  Clerk,  without  our 
ceafing  all  the  time  to  fire  on  the  enemy,  or  letting 
them  perceive  what  had  happened. 

Notwithflanding  all  thefe  difaflersj  we  fiill  held 
out,  which  I  myfelf  was  aftonilhcd  at,  feeing  the 
Englifh  kept  up  a  ftrong  and  continual  fire,  regard^ 
lefs  of  their  lofies,  from  the  numbers  they  had  to 
repair  them  with.  I  had  in  my  ihip  a  hundred  and 
ninety  killed  and  wounded,  moft  of  my  Officers 
were  difabled,  and  I  had  received  a  dangerous 
wound  in  the  beginning  of  the  aftion,  which  gave 
me  great  pain.  My  rigging  was  cut  to  pieces,  my 
fails  mangled  and  ton\,  and  feyeral  of  my  guns  dil^ 
mounted ;  one  of  the  firft  deck  guns,  in  particular, 
burfi:,  and  killed  fifteen  of  my  men ;  stt  length  I  per- 
ceived that  my  crew  was  almofl:  rdduced  to  nothing, 
and  unable  to  continue  the  fire.  The  red  of-  the 
ihips  feemed  to  be  in  no  better  condition,  for  the 
courage  of  their  Commanders  could  not  wichftand 
forces  fo  much  fuperior  to  their  own. 

On  this  accounts  after  an  engagement  of  two 
hours  and  a  half,  feeing  the  Comte  de  Provence  flill 
on  fire>  my  rear  fhattered,  and  my  own  ihip  in 
pieqes  about  nie,  I  refolved  to  bear  away  before  the 
wind,  in  order  to  favour  the  retreat  oi  the  fliips 
which  were  forced  to  give  way  in  the  aflion.  While 
we  were  executing  .this  manceuvre,  the  tiller  of  my 
helm  broke,  fb  that  my  fhip  being  ungovernable,  I 

'  '  '  A  a  2  could 
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oeuld  not  avoid  running  foul  of  the  Due  d'Orleanti 
which,  to  complete  my  misfortune,  was  full  at 
much  (hattcred  as  myfclf.  I  could  not  poflibly  be 
in  a  more  critical  fituation  than  I  then  was.  Tlw 
enemy  had  bore  away  as  we  had,  but  might  have 
taken  advantage  of  our  confudon  to  demolifh  us  to- 
tiUy,  had  not  the  crew,  following  the  example  of 
their  Officers,  who  fpirited  thorn  up  in  the  midft  of 
danger,  a£ted  at  that  moment  with  fo  much  dexte- 
rity and  bravery,  that  they  foon  difengaged  us }  and 
then,  being  able  to  mafter  my  ihip  again,  the  helm 
of  which  had  been  repaired  with  equal  expedition, 
I  took  my  ilation  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet,  and,  firing 
from  both  fides,  I  kept  off  fu(th  of  the  enemy's 
ihips  as  might  moleft  us. 

We  immediately  fet  about  refining  our  ihips  in 
tht  beft  manner  we  could,  in  order  to  face  the 
enemy  again,  in  cafe  the  Admiral  fhould  defign  to 
ehafe  us,  and,  having  direded;  our  courfe  towards 
l^dicherry,  I  made  a  fignal  to  the  Vengtur  to  take 
pofk  in  my  rtar.  I  was  infinitely  concerned  to  fee 
the  pumj)ing  continually  going  forward  on  boavd 
tbis  ihip,  as  fiiepaifed  me,  and.tb  obferve  the  ihat- 
tered  condition  ihe  was  in;  but  I  could  have  ex^ 
pcAed  nothing  elfe,  after  the  brave  defence  I  faw 
her  make  in  the  engagement. 

Some  of  the  enemy's  ihips  appeared  in  fight  about 
half  an  hour  after  five  in  the  evening,  and  feemed 
to  chafe  us  I  but,  on  forming  ourftlves  agaift  into 
a^  line  of  battle,  they  difappeared,  and  failed  as  near 
the  wind  as  poflible,  towards  Negapatnam,  to  anchor* 
We  continued  our  courfe  to  Fotidicherry,  where  I 
atnv«d  in  the  evening  of  the  following  day^  tmd  df^ 


W 


.  \ 


'ull  at 

Uy  be 

Tlie 

It  have 
U8  to- 
iplc  of 
lidft  o£ 
dexte- 
S}  and 
e  helm 
^ition> 
i»  firing 
inemy** 

hips  in 
ace  the 
;fign  tx> 
kowards 
to  take 
to  fee 
boavd 
e  ihat« 
lYc  ex^ 
I  faw 

.  *"   ■   • 

about 
feemed 
ft  into 
as  near 
anchon 
rhere  I 
iitnd  or^- 

dere4 


A    P    P    E    N    D    1    3f. 

dered  all  the  (hips  to  moor  immediately  in  a  line  ai 
near  the  place  as  pofnble. 

The  two  engagements  I  had  fuftained  fince  my 
arrival  on  the  coaft",  had  coft  me  very  dear,  for  I  had 
fcarce  any  of  my  Officers  left,  having  loft  Meflrs-. 
Bourdonnaye,  Blenac,  and  Dupleflis,  as  well  as  M. 
Pafcau,  a  man  of  merit  and  diftindtion  j  and  after* 
wards  MeiTrs.  du  Desfaits,  a  Lieutenant,  and  the 
Chevalier  Maintier,  Keeper  of  the  Colours.  M. 
d'Hercc  died  of  his  wounds ;  and  I  had  the  grief  to 
fee  one  of  my  nephews  die  before  my  eyes,  who  had 
one  of  his  legs  carried  off;  he  had  been  wounded  in 
the  Hrft  adlion,  as  well  as  his  brother,  the  Chevalier 
de  Senneville,  who  received  fevcral  fplinters  in  hi» 
legs :  he  is  an  excellent  Officer,  and  was  in  the  en- 
gagement of  M.  Galiflbnierc :  he  is  my  nephew,  and, 
by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  is  become  the 
only  furvivor  of  his  family.  The  three  engage- 
ments in  which  he  fought,  my  fervices,  and  his  good 
difpofition,  make  me  hope  that  you  will  confirm 
the  commiffion  of  Lieutenancy  i/^hich  I  have  granted 
hm. 

Moft  of  the  other  Officers  have  been  wounded  t 
M.  Gotho  has  had  a  contudon  on  his  head,  M.  $au- 
dran  in  both  his  legs>  and  M.  Genlis  in  his  arm  and 
knee. 

The  Chevalier  d'Ache  has  had  his  hands  and  face 
burnt  i  M.  Greffigny,  Midihipman,  was  wounded  in 
l?6th  engagements  j  I  myfelf  received  a  wound  in 
the  laft,  which  took  up  Hx  weeks  to  cure.  In  a 
vrord,  Mdnferpffur,  there  is  not  one  who  has  not  had. 
his  (hare  of  differing:  which  gives  me  room  to  hope, 
thatj^  in  confiderati^n  of  the  wounds  of  all  my  Offi- 
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c^rs,  the  toils  they  have  undergone,  and  the  hard-r 
ihips  of  this  canripaignj  you  will  reward  them  al^ 
filitably  to  their  merit i  which  is  fo  much  the  greater, 
as  tiiey  have  employed  their  mental,  as  well  as  bo- 
dily powers,  to  aiUfl:  me  in  all  fny  operations. 

M.  Gothq  is  entitled,  by  his  long  ferv^ces,  to  the 
poll  of  Captain;  he  is  my  Captain,  and  an  excellent 
Officer,  capable  of  coirmanding,  and  difcharging 
with  dignity  every  fort  of  commiffion.  He  ^^s  ren- 
dered himfelf  remarkable  for  his  bravery,  and  has. 
gained  iiniverfal  efteem. 

The  Chevalier  de  Monteil,  whom  I  promoted  to, 
be  Captain  of  a  Ihip  at  fetting  out  from  the  Ifle  of 
Iprance,  deferves,  in  every  refpeft,  that  you  jfhould 
continue  him  in  that  poft  j  for  he  is  a  worthy  man, 
and  endowed  with  every  talent  neceffary  for  his  pro- 
feffion,  and  is,  nrioreover,  rent^arkably  brave, 

M.  Baudran  has  talents,  and  has  given  proofs  of 
his  bravery,  and  therefore  dcferyes  the  f^me  fa- 
vour. * 

M.  Pommeraye  is  an  Officer  of  diftinftjon,  pof»r 
felTed  of  infinite  talents:  he  would  be  a  great  acqui- 
iition  for  the  port  fervjce,  and  merits  the  rapk  of 
Lieutenant,  for  he  is  very  brave. 

lyl.  Larchantel  is  a  very  expert  feaman,  was  with 
me  upon  the  quarter-deck  during  the  action,  and 
proved  very  fprvf ceablc. 

M.  Genlis  has  a  good  underflandi^g,  and  wil 
rpake  ai>  excellent  Officer :  I  am  well  fati^fted  with 
]}is  conduct. 

M.  d'Achc  will  alfo  n>ake  a  very  good  Officer  j  he 
is  brave,  and  of  a  mild  and  amiable  difpoHtioni  and^ 
tiiorcover,  he  is  my  nephew. 

M.dc 
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M.  de  Senncville  promifes  well,  has  a  good  un- 
<Jerftanding,  and  a  pleafing  temper,  and  is  extremely 
brave  5  he  is  likewife  my  nephew. 

I  cannot  forbear  aflcing  the  fame  favours,  I  have 
requefted  for  my  Lieutenants,  to  be  bellowed  on 
my  fecond  Lieutenants,  to  whom  I  have  given  the 
brevet  of  Lieutenant,  as  well  as  that  of  fecond  Lieu- 
tenant to  my  two  Midlhipmen,  Meflrs.  Greffigny 
and  Jolins,  who  are  young  men  of  excellent  difpofi- 
tions,  of  great  readinefs  and  underftanding  j  which 
qualifications  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  fpeak  in  their 
behalf.  Thefe  little  promotions  can  give  no  um- 
brage to  any  one ;  the  hardlhips  attending  an  expe- 
dition in  this  part  of  the  world  are  extraordinary, 
and  fo  much  more  confiderable  than  thofe  which 
arc  experienced  in  other  voyages,  that  it  would  dif- 
guft  any  Officers  who  might  be  hereafter  wanted 
for  fuch  expeditions,  if  fome  encouragement  were 
not  given.  I  hope,  therefore,  Monfeigneury  that  the 
fmall  number  of  promotions  I  have  made,  the  hard- 
fhips  of  the  flation,  and  the  difficulty  and  toils 
which  the  Gentlemen,  for  whom  I  intercede,  have 
undergone,  in  a  country  fo  remote  from  their  own, 
will  have  fufficient  weight  with  you  to  grant  the 
juft  demands  which  I  have  the  honour  to  propofe. 

Permit  me  alfo  to  recommend  to  you  M.  Tremi- 
gon.  Lieutenant  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  the 
Company,  whom  I  have  taken  on  board  my  own 
Clip,  and  given  him  the  commiffion  of  a  Captain  of 
a  fire-fhip :  he  has  been  wounded  very  dangeroufly 
in  the  head,  and  has  been  near  lofing  one  of  hi$ 
eyes. 

Meflfrs.  Rigaudiere  and  Herbo,  SubrLieutenants 
%o  the  Company,  who  have  alfo  been  on  board  my 
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ihip,  have  performed  woodcrsj  it  is  rcalbnablc  that 
.    they  fhould  reap  the  advantage  of  having  ferved  in 
one  of  his  Majcfty*s  (hip§.    I  have  given  each  of 
them  a  commiiTion  of  Lieutenancy  for  a  frigate. 

I  cannot  find  words,  Monfeigneur,  to  exprefs  how 
much  I  am  fatisfied  with  the  Captains  of  the  Com- 
pany. They  arc  brave,  atteiuive,  aud  expert  fea- 
men. 

M.  de  la  Chaifc  has  behaved  with  fo  much  valour 
and  zeal  in  the  adion  of  the  3d  of  Auguft,  that  he 
ji  iS  entirely  removed  the  unfavourable  impreiTions 
wi.icli  have  been  endeavoured  to  be  given  with  re- 
fpe£fc  to  him  i  he  is,  on  many  accounts,  defer ving  of 
your  favour,  and  that  of  the  Company. 

M.  Palliere  is,  without  doubt,  deferving  of  the 
fame,  for  he  has  afted  on  every  occafion  with  a  de- 
gree of  fkill  and  precifion  fuitable  to  the  valour 
which  he  has  difplayed. 

M.  Joannis  is  pofTeffed  of  fo  much  valour,  that 
it  attrafted  my  notice,  in  the  engagement  of  th? 
29th  of  April  J  and  adds  to  this  quality,  a  great 
"  fliare  of  capacity,  and  a  confummate  experience.. 
He  remained  fick  in  Pondicherry  when  we  left  it, 
and,  notwithftanding  his  good-will,  could  not  (bare 
in  the  deftrny  of  his  Ihip. 

M.  Bouvet  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  both 
adlions,  but  more  particularly  in  the  laft.  I 
iiave  already  mentioned  the  fine  manoeuvre  he  exe- 
cuted i  it  belongs  to  you,  Monfeigneur 3  to  judge  of 
his  merit. 

Equal  praifes  are  due  to  M,  de  Surville,  junior. 
I  find  iii  him  every  quality  belonging  to  an  excel- 
lent fcsmen  j  he  has  acquifcd  infinite  honour  in  both 
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engagements,  and  has  been  dangeroufly  wounded  in 
that  of  the  jc'  of  Auguft. 

Meflrs.  Bee  de  Lievre  and  Rofbau  have  done 
more  than  could  have  been  cxpefted  from  the 
weaknefs  of  their  "ieflels.  M.  Mahi,  in  the  battle 
of  the  29th  of  Apri'i,  has  made  all  the  refiftance  his 
frigate  would  allow  j  he  advanced  with  the  utmoft 
readinefs,  and  held  out  as  long  as  it  was  poflTible* 
He  is  a  very  good  Officer,  whom  I  have  charged 
with  feveral  coaimilfions,  which  He  has  executed  to 
my  fatisfa£fcion. 

M.  Dufrene  Marion  was  employed  in  repeating 
my  fignals.  I  have  tried  him  on  feveral  important 
occafions ;  he  is  extremely  intelligent,  a  good  fea- 
man,  dextrous  in  manoeuvring,  fit  for  every  fervice, 
and  may  be  thoroughly  depended  upon. 

Thefe,  Monfeigneur,  are  the  fentiments  I  entertain 
of  all  the  Captains  of  the  Company ;  they  arc  cer- 
tainly all  deferving  of  particular  favour,  and  marks 
of  diftinftion  I  alk  for  them  as  a  juftice  due  to 
their  merit,  and  to  myfelf,  under  whofe  command 
they  have  been. 

I  Ihould  be  fenfibly  afFefted,  Monfeigneur,  if  you 
did  not  do  for  them  what  your  juftice,  and  the  good- 
nefs  of  your  heart,  give  me  reafon  to  hope. 

M.  Fermand,  my  Secretary,  received  on  board  my 
Ihip  a  mufket-fhot,  which  broke  both  his  hanci,., 
one  of  which  is  entirely  ufclefs.  He  is  a  good  man, 
has  talents,  and  has  given  me  much  fatisfaftion  j 
but  as  he  is  deftitute  of  fortune,  and  that  his  fupport 
is  his  profeffion,  which  is  his  only  refource,  I  flatter 
myfelf  that  you  will  not,  Monfeigneur^  refufe  to  pro- 
mote him  to  a  fituation  that  may  iiecure  him  from 
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want.  His  talents  arc  well  adapted  for  the  office  of 
Engineer  in  the  navy. 

I  had  the  honour  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  day 
after  my  fecond  engagement  I  arrived  at  Pondi- 
cherry,  and  moored  immediately,  in  order  to  put  my 
fhips  in  fome  ftate  or  other  of  defence,  in  cafe  of 
another  attack. 

I  acquainted  the  Council  of  State,  at  the  fame 
time,  of  the  condition  of  the  King's  fleet,  and  thg^t 
it  wanted  men,  provifions,  rigging,  &c.  j  and  I  dcr 
manded  mails,  yards,  and,  in  general,  every  thing. 

The  anfwer  I  received  was,  as  ufual,  that  they  had 
nothing,  but  that  they  would,  notwithftanding,  ufe 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  fupply  me  with  fome  of 
the  things  I  wanted.  Accordingly,  I  gave  orders  to 
all  the  Ihips  to  refit  with  all  fpeed,  and  to  think  of 
nothing  but  preparing  for  fea. 

Thp  abfolute  fcarcity  they  were  in  at  Pondicherry, 
both  as  to  provifipns  and  other  articles  that  concern 
the  navy,  was  fo  great,  that  at  the  end  of  a  week  we 
lyere  no  ipore  advanced  than  at  firft. 

The  enemy  were  to  windward,  and  conftantly 
alarming  us  j  my  fituation  was  cruel,  and  I  could  not 
remedy  it. 

I  learned,  a  little  time  after,  that  an  Englifh  frigate 
had  taken  the  Ruhis,  a  brig  that  had  been  difpatched 
from  the  Ifle  of  France.  The  Captain  of  her,  think- 
ing to  find  an  afylum  for  his  fhip  in  the  road  of  Ne- 
gapatnam,  ftood  within  canon-fhot  of  the  place  ;  but 
the  Dutch,  either  through  fear  of  the  enemy,  who 
lay  near  them,  or  through  ill-will  to  us,  fuffered  the 
fhip  to  be  taken,  without  offering  to  give  her  the  leaft 
afliftance,  although  the  Captain  fummonedthem  to  iu 

I  confidered  this  conduft  of  the  Dutch,  as  an  in- 
fult  upon  the  country,  and  as  a  breach  of  the  law  of 
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nations,  for  which  there  was  no  other  way  to  chaftize 
them,  but  to  make  reprifals. 

A  few  days  after,  an  opportunity  offered.  One  of 
their  veflels  from  Batavia  came  to  anchor  to  the 
windward  of  Pondicherry,  perhaps  with  a  view  to 
^  examine  us,  I  ordered  her  to  be  feized  immediately, 
and  put  her  into  the  hands  of  the  Superior  Council 
to  pafs  fentence  upon  her. 

Being  informed  by  M.  Dujardin,  who  commanded 
the  RuHs,  that  the  Centaure  was  fitting  out  in  the 
Ifle  of  France  whep  he  departed  from  thence,  I  dif- 
patf.hed  the  Sylphide  p  cruize  about  Ceylop,  and 
acquaint  the  Captain  of  the  Cenfflure,  if  Ihe  (bpuld 
arrive  there,  of  the  meafures  he  was  to  take  to  join 
the  flet*:  with  fafety. 

Durifigthis  time  I  did  not  ceafe  foliciting  to  ha^e 
the  fleet  viftualled ;  but  the  quantity  of  provifions 
jhey  feriu  us  was  fo  fmall,  that  I  did  not  yet  know 
what  1  was  to  depend  upon.  Soon  after  this,  the 
arrival  of  M.  de  Lally  from  Tanjour  increafed  my 
cmbarralfmcnt.  It  was  propofed  to  me  to  fet  fail 
again,  with  a  reinforcement  of  1 50  men,  to  go  in 
fearch  of  the  enemy,  and  endeavour  to  drive  them 
from  their  cruize  about  Negapatnam.  However  un- 
feafonable  thcfe  propofals  were,  yet  I  thought  my- 
felf  obliged  to  anfwer  them.  I  therefore  obfcrved 
%Q  the  Council,  that  I  was  more  in  want  of  (hips 
than  of  men ;  that,  not  having  hitherto  been  able  to 
get  the  weather-gage  in  any  engagement,  I  muft 
expert  to  be  in  the  fame  predicament  whenever  I  be- 
gan an  adion,  though  it  be  giving  the  enemy  a  great 
advantage  to  attack  them  to  leeward.  I  likewife  re- 
prefented  the  bad  Icatc  of  my  own  fhip  j  that  her 
mafts  werp  almoft  unfit  for  future  fervice,  her  ftar- 
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board  Bde  quite  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  impodlbility 
there  would  be  of  putting  her  out  ^o  Tea  again,  if 
ttie  were  expofed  to  a  third  atSt'on.     I   alfo  kid 
before  the  Council  the  great  trovibie  we  had  hitherto 
bad  in  repairing  even  a  part  of  the  moft  confiderable 
dam  i£,es  we  had  fuftained.     Befides,  fuppofe  I  had . 
driven  away  the  enemy,  I  could  reap  no  advantage 
from  this  i  fo  far  from  it,  that  1  (hould  be  under  the 
iiecelihy  of  burning  half  the  fleet,  to  conduft  the 
other  half  home,  for  want  of  failors,  which  failed  us 
entirely,  and  for  want  of  rigging  to  repair  our  da- 
mages.    The   moft  that  could  be  done  at  this  pre- 
&nt  time,  was  to  amend  our  mafts  and  yards ;  and 
even  when  that  was  finifhed,  what  kind  of  (ituation 
Ihould  we  be  in  ?  Moreover,  fuppofe  I  was  beaten, 
as  in  all  probability  I  (hould  be>  what  was  then  to 
become  of  us  ?  The  fleet  would  be  loft  without  re- 
fource,  and  coniequently  India  likewife.     But,  oil 
the  contrary,  if  I  returned  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  I 
Ibo  M   be  in  the  way  of  receiving  "iccour,  which 
might  be  fent  to  me  from  Europe — of  refitt'i  g  n*y 
Ihips^^of  appearing  again  on  the  coaft  early  in  the 
Ib^on— and,  perhaps,  of  fighting  the  enemy  !.ith  ad** 
vantage. 

M.  dc  Laiiy  did  not,  or  at  leaft  would  no^^  jom- 
ppehend  thei  rea/'jns,  hcwever  weighty  aiid  con- 
viiKtng  they  werej  he  d'd  .lot  even  fcruple  tofay^ 
ihat-l  abandvwed  him.  Moreover,  the  people  mur- 
mured, and  befran  to  charge  me  with  all  their  mi(^ 
fWtunes  i  and  laid  my  departure  would  be  a  dif^ 
gf  acjS  to  the  nation.  During  this  time  they  re^iHed 
to  fend  me  provifionSi  even  fuch  as  were  neccfl^  fof 
out  dmfy  fttbMence. 

i  I  CQW 


APPENDIX, 

I  confidered  all  thefe  ill  treatments,  and  oth((r  Tub* 
fequent  proceedings,  rather  as  the  eflfeiSls  of  animofitf 
on  one  fide,  and  weaknefs  on  the  other,  than  as  coutk* 
fels  I  could  make  any  ufe  of.   I  diflTembled,  however, 
to  prevent  an  eclat,  but  I  remained  alWays  firm  in 
the  refolution  I  had  taken,  being  convinced  that  it 
wae  for  the  good  of  the  State.  I  aflembled  my  Cap* 
tains,  who  all  agreed  about  the  danger  of  remaining 
on  the  coad^  confidering  the  bad  ilate  of  their  ihipsy 
which  would  not  perhaps  be  abje  to  neach  the  Ifle  of 
France,  if  w«  tarried  much  longer.      Belides^  we 
could  be  of  no  further  fen-:cc  there  j  for  the  enemy- 
being  to  windward,  and  we  in  no  condition  to  wait 
fbr  them,  we  were  ftaying  to  no  purpoie,  except  that 
of  expofing  ourfelves  to  the  dangers  which  thre^«» 
ened  us  on  all  fides.    I  fent  M.  de  Lally  the  refult 
of  our  deliberations^  and  gave  orders,  at  the  fame 
time,  fbr  the  fleet  to  prepare  for  failing.    Accord- 
inglyt  the  (hips  being  repaired  in  the  beft  manner 
We  were  able,  I  fet  fail  from  Pondicherry  on  the  3d 
of  September^  and  at  the  fame  time  I  detached  the 
Sylpbide,  which  had  returned  a  little  before,  and  fent 
her  to  cruife  again  about  Ceylon  till  the  2fld  of  the 
month,  that  I  might  have  nothing  to  reproach  nny-i 
ftlf  withj  in  cafe  any  veflels  fhould  arrive  to  join  us^ 
which  I  could  not  however  forefee.    Thcnj  con- 
tinuing my  courfe,  I  croffed  the  Line  the  17  th,  and, 
leaving  thofe  veffela  behind  which  might  retard  me* 
I  failed  with  fo  much  expedition,  that  I  anchored  at 
the  Iflc  of  France  on  the  13th  of  Odober,  after  meet* 
ing  with  fcviiral  difficulties,  calms,  and  ftortns  in  vtyf 
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^ry,  (he  brought  me  an  order  from  the  King  to  re« 
turn  to  India.  I  (hall  obey  the  order,  and  you  may 
a(rure  his  Majefly,  that  I  (hall  do  my  duty  there  i 
but,  Monfeigneur,  I  am  in  the  moft  diftre(red  (itu- 
ation,  and  fo  are  all  the  Captains,  Officers,  and 
crews  of  the  fleet.  Our  (hips  are  all  (battered,  and, 
inftead  of  the  refources  we  came  here  in  fearch  ofj 
Yit  meet  with  nothing  but  miferies  of  all  kindi. 

We  are  irt  want  of  every  thing,  even  our  men  will 
fail,  how  then  (hall  we  be  able  to  fight }  I  left  India 
becaufe  I  could  get  no  fupply  there  s  and  Upon  my 
arrival  here  I  am  ftill  more  embarraflfed^ 

In  a  word,  Monfeigneur,  fo  great  is  our  diftrefs, 
that  we  are  obliged  to  fend  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  one  of  the  King's  (hips^  and  eleven  others  be- 
longing to  the  Cbmpany,  upder  the  command  of 
M.  Ruis,  to  get  pur  fubfiftence  from  thence,  and 
every  thing  elfe,  in  general,  that  can  be  had  there. 
This  is  th^^nly  refource  we  have,  and  this  is  an  ex- 
z,di  account  of  our  fituation.  My  good-will  (hall 
always  continue  the  fame,  and  I  wi(h  my  ftrength 
may  be  anfwerable  to  it. 

We  are  now  difpatching  the  Fiddle  to  carry  a  mil- 
lion of  livres  *  to  Pondicherry.  this  relief  will  give 
great  fatisfadion,  I  believe,  to  M.  de  Lally,  for  1; 
know  how  much  he  muft  be  in  want  of  it  dt  prefent. 

You  could  not  do  me  a  greater  pleafure,  Mrnfeig-; 
tuur,  than  to  fend  M.  de  TAiguille  here.  He  has  al- 
•  ways  been  my  friend,  and  you  know  his  talents  and 
merit*  I  (hall  do  all  I  can  to  avail  myfelf  of  his 
knowledge  j  but,  Mon/eigneur,  a  General  Officer  of  his 
ilamp  is  not  in  the  fituation  he  deferves,  when  he  is 
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fecond  in  command.  He  was  more  fit  than  any  other 
perfon  for  condudting  this  expedition.  I  am  alfo  de- 
lighted to  have  MefTieurs  de  Ruis  and  Beauchene  t 
one  may  expeft  to  do  fomething  to  the  purpofe  with 
fuch  Officers. 

All  I  can  aflurc  you  of,  Monfeigneur,  is,  that  fince 
the  King  commands  me  to  return  to  India,  I  will 
obey,  and  facrifice  my  life  in  his  fervice  :  the  only 
thing  I  expeft  from  his  goodnefs  is,  that,  in  cafe  I 
Ihould  be  killed,  or  Ihould  fall  a  vidtim  to  the  hard- 
fhips  of  fo  laborious  a  campaign  as  this  is,  he  will 
not  abandon  Madame  d'Ache,  who  has  fold  all  her 
property  to  fupport  me ;  and  whom  I  Ihould  leave 
in  a  moft  deplorable  fituation. 


5^7 


An  exa^  relation  iif  the  two  engagiments  between  the 
J^ngU/b  fleet  and  that  of  the  King,  commanded  by 
Count  d'Ache  j  the  firfty  inftght  of  Fort  St,  David  and 

ji  Pondicherryy  April  29  j  the  fecond,  injight  of  Nega- 
patnam  and  Caricalle,  Auguji  J,  1758. 

"    >.  •  '  •  ■  * 

^  BEING  arrived  at  Mauritius  the  17th  of  De- 
cember 1757,  and  having  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  nine 
Ihips  and  two  frigates,  we  left  that  ifland  the  27  th 
of  January,  to  proceed  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
carrying  with  us  all  the  troops  and  warlike  fliores 
deftined  for  India.  The  monfoons  being  againft  us, 
we  were  obliged  to  take  the  long  courfe  i  for  the 
colony  was  deftitute  of  every  thing,  and  confequently 
unable  to  fupport  the  fhip's  crew,  and  the  foldieri 
that  were  to  be  landed,  till  the  ufual  and  proper 
feafon  for  their  departure. 
f  he  winds,  in  faft,  were  very  contrary  till  the  jd 
5  of 
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of  April.  On  the  17  th  of  the  fame  month  we  pafled 
the  equator,  after  a  nnoft  troublefome  navigation) 
tnd  the  lad  we  difcdvered  the  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
firom  whence  the  General  difpatched  the  Viligtntt 
towards  Caricalle  for  an  interpreter,  while  the  fleet, 
following  the  frigate,  advanced  jtlfo  towards  that 
factory.  We  r^^ckoned  that  we  flioiitd  get  certain 
intelligence  there  of  the  pofitioii  of  the  Engliih  fleet 
^nf  the  coaft  of  Cororhahdel.  But  dl  we  learnt  was,, 
the  jun(aioft  of  the  five  veflcls  of  M.  Stevens,  with 
I  thofe  which  came  frdnt  the  Ganges,  commanded  )sf 
Vice  Admiral  Pocock,  who  hid  failed  froth  Madrafs 
»  on  the  17th  of  April,  with  warlike  (tores  irid'  arh- 
munition  on  board,  leaving  two  frigates  to  criiife  h6* 
fore  Fort  St.  David. 

On  the  a7th  in  the  evening  we  let  fail  from  Cari- 
calle, regulating  our  failing  in  fuch  a  nhaniier,  tHac 
we  might  be  irt  aline  before  Goudelouj^  at  fun-ri(e# 
Here  we  difcovei^ed  the  two  Englifh  frigates,  wHith, 
although  under  fail,  yer  as  they  lay  between  us  and 
the  land,  the^  thought  of  nothing  b\ir  to  ihelter 
themfelves  under  Fort  St.  Davids  but,^)eihg.clofely 
purfued  they  wire  obliged  to  rtrn  afhdfe,  and  the 
cretv  fet  fire  to  thini,  without  givih'g  Us  aA  <^rt>or- 
tunity  of  ii^hting  theni.  This  fiifl:  e5plOit,  togetih'ct 
with  the  ap^earanci  of  our  foi-cds,  fcemed  t6  ifrit^ 
terror  into  the  Ehglifli.  The  two  Genferals  Mfteiicd 
to  avail  theimfd^ris  of  thii  eonfliferhation.  M.  ^1^ 
Lallyi  impatiettt  t6'  attack  Fort  St.  DaViid,  d(^firicd.t6 
be  fent  aflibre,'  while  tht  fleet  cbn^iiiucd  keeping 
dofe  to  the  wind,  in  order  to  predSrve  the  advantag^ 
of  it's  pofition  ;  and!,  tci  contribute  rtiore  eiEre<^^l|r 
to  the  enterprize,  the  fleet  was  oW^r^il  to  aodibir 
before  Goudcloui^,'  M.  d(M.ally  haVing^  t^iftjnip- 

on 


u 


or 

wi 
cri 
C( 

th^ 
vi( 
die 


APPENDIX. 


iK 


3«j 


m 

lot 


on 


on  himfelf  to  give  drift  orders  to  fubply  the  fleet 
with  frefh  provilions,  to  enable  them  fco  continue  t 
cruifc  of  lb  much  importance.  In  the  tnean  while 
Count  d'Ache  detached  the  Ccmte  de  Provence  and 
the  Diligente  to  convoy  the  General  of  the  land  fer-' 
vice,  and  his  principal  Officers,  to  th^  road  of  Pon-^ 
dicherry.  -* 

While  this  difembarkation  was  going  forward — af^ 
ter  which  we  expefted  that  the  fhi{  s  wouKl  join  us 
foon  again,  they  being  necelTiry  for  the  fleet — we 
ply'd  to  windward,  in  order  to  anchor  before  thfc 
Englifli  fort,  and  difpofed  our  (hips  in  the  moft  Con- 
venient manner  to  extend  the  blockade. 

The  day  after,  the  aoth  of  April,  we  heard  the 
enemy's  canon  firing  at  the  attack  of  their  advanced 
pods,  towards  which  our  troops  were 'already  march* 
ing  to  inveft  the  place.  Count  d'Ache  being  equal- 
ly folicitous  about  the  fuccefs  of  the  fiege^  and  de- 
firous  to  cut  off^  all  communication  by  fea,  ordered 
the  Sylphide  to  fet  fail,  that  (he  might  anchor  to  wind- 
ward in  the  river  of  Goudelour,  and  might  by  this 
means  intercept  all  fuccour's  coming  to  the  befieged,, 
and  hinder  them  from  cohveying  their  efi^efts  out  of 
the  faftofy.  While  (he  Was  preparing  to  execute  this 
order,  flie  difcovered  nine  veffels,  and  nrfade  a  fignal 
accordingly.  The  General  immediately  gave  orders 
to  prepare  for  action,  and  We  ourfelves  having  foon 
difcerned  the  fliips  in  full  failj  bearing  down  Upon 
tis  4ri  good  order,  a  fignal  was  made  to  (lip  the  ci^ 
bles,  and  form  ourfelves  ia  a  line  of  battle,  failing 
bti  the  (larboard  tack.  •    - . 

■  While  the  (hips  were  thus  fuccefTively  arranging 
th«ft>Hvifs,  and  that  we  were  manoeuvring  to  rally 
.  Vol.  IV,  .  B  b  •    fome 
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fome  that  were  to  leeward,  a  fignal  was  made  to 
the  Comte  de  Provence  and  the  Ditigente  to  advance ; 
and,  left  thofe  (hips,  which  were  fo  elTentially  neceflary 
to  ftrengthen  the  fleet,  (hould  fail  to  come,  Count 
d'Ache  fent  a  boat,  with  orders  to  them  to  cut  their 
•  cables,  and  croud  all  their  fails  to  join  the  fleet  imme- 
diately, which  he  was  leading  on  to  the  enemy ;  while 
he  himfelif  took  care  not  to  keep  too  near  the  wind,  that 
he  might  facilitate  the  junction  of  thefe  two  veflels, 
which  were  anchored  in  fight.  Afterwards,  to  pre- 
vent the  Englifh  from  fending  any  fuccours  to  Fort 
St.  David,  we  failed  clofe  tq  the  wind,  to  intercept 
them,  or  force  them  to  an  engagement.  i^i 

This  was  the  manner  in  which  we  faced  the  ene- . 
my.  The  Bien-aime,  Fengeur,  Condi,  and  Orleans, 
compofed  the  van ;  and  the  St,  Louis,  Moras,  with  the 
Due  de  Bourgogne,  formed  the  rear.  Between  theie 
the  Sylphide  was  put,  to  occupy  the  place  of  the  chief 
»  Ihip  of  the  divifion,  which  was  expedfccd  every  mo- 

ment, and  the  ftation  of  which  we  had  been  obliged 
to  change,  by  putting  the  rear  in  the  place  of  the 
van,  with  rcfpedb  to  the  pofition  of  the  Comte  de 
Provence,  which  was  to  come  and  join  us  in  the  rear. 
Our  courfe  was  eaftward,  and  the  wind  fouthcrly.  i 
The  Englilh  were  alfo  forming  their  line,  and 
feemcd  at  firft  to  place  their  frigates  in  it.  They 
extended  it  parallel  to  our's,  and  bore  down  upon 
us  ^1  together,  without  lefTening  their  faiU}  this 
VfoAp  us  helitatc  to  wear  all  at  once,  more  elpecially 
»  as  the  Due  ^Orleans  was  not  yet  come  up;  iaut 
(he  joined  us  a  little  time  after,  and,  as  we  perceived 
that  the  Englifh  fkiled  clofer  to  the  wind^  and  took 
down  fome  of  their  fails,  fo  that  we  might  foppelc 
at;<i=i  .    \^  ^  they 


de  to 
ance ; 
:cflary 
Count 
t  their 
immc- 
;  while 
id,that 
veflels, 
to  prc- 
to  Fort 
iterccpt 

he  ene-. 
Orleans, 
vith  the 
en  thefe 
he  chief 
pry  mo- 
obliged 
of  the 
Jomfe  de 
ic  rear, 
erly.    i* 
ine^  and 
They 
vn  upon 
U}  this 
fpecially 
ips  but 
ercctved 
md  cook 
CxtffQk 
they 


A    F*    P    E    N    D   I    k.  ' 

(Key  meant  to  wear  of  a  fudden,  to  anchor  to  the 
Vindward  of  Fort  St.  David,  the  General  made  a 
iignal  to  chafe  in  order  of  battle. 

At  noon  the  Englifh  Admiral  hoifted  his  flag, 
iind  gave  the  fignal  of  it.  We  did  the  fanie  imme- 
dii^telyi  and  fired  i,  (hot ;  aiid  as  they  bore  down  upon 
us  to  run  along  our  line^  we  kept  dofe  to  the  wind, 
in  order  to  obferve  the  enemy's  motions,  and  we  faw 
they  regulated  their  difpofitions  by  our's,  aiid  made 
one  of  the  (hips  of  their  rear  come  into  the  fVont,  to 
equal  the  forces  we  had  prefented  to  them. 
^'  We  foon  perceived  the  Englifli  Admiral  was  de- 
termined to  flght  i  and  therefore,  to  khfwer  him,  and 
to  engage  the  adion  at  a  proper  diftance  from  the 
land  to  give  the  Comte  de  Provence  the  opportunity 
of  joining  us,  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  rear  to  haul 
down  fome  of  their  fails,  and  we  waited  for  the  ene> 
my  under  our  two  topfails.  At  two  6'clock  we 
were  very  near  each  other  j  the  French  line  was  well 
formed,  and  fo  clofe,  that,  by  way  of  precaution,  at 
fignal  was  made  to  open  it  a  little  more  i  the  ene- 
tny's  line  being  not  fb  clofe,  and  yet  as  much  ex- 
tended, and  ranged  in  the  following  order.  The 
i&nglifh  Admiral,-  bearing  a  white  flag  with  a  red 
crol's  at  his  foremafli  had  three  large  fhips  and  a  fri- 
gate in  front ;  and  three  other  l^rge  fliips,  with  d 
fecond  frigate,  which  repeated  his  fignalsi  formed 
his  rear. 

^v  At  a  quarter  aftcfr  two^  thfe  enemy  hotc  doWn  to 
.engage.  Count  d'Ache  made  a  figniil  to  prepare  for 
^die  fight,  and  marked  out  the  inftant  ih  which  all 
handb  were  to  be  at  their  refpeftive  ilations.  We 
began' to  point  Qsr  canon,  and  each  Officer  wa< 
J4r^:  B  b  a      ^  only 
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only  intent  upon  obferving  the  Commander,  in  the 
following  difpofition. 

Captain  Gotho  at  the  fore-caflle,  .with  MelTr^* 
,  Pommeraye  and  d'Hercc. 

The  Chevalier  de  Monteil,  Major  of  the  fleet,  with 
the  General,  having  Tv  effrs.  de  Sarchantel  and  Scn- 
neville  to  command  the  Marines,  and  afllft  in  exe^ 
cuting  the  f^gnals. 

Meifr^.  Baudran,  Senneville,  d'Ache,  the  Cheva- 
lier du  Pouette,  Greffigny,  and  le  Mipthier,  were  at 
,  the  upper  battery. 

McITrs.  du  DufFay,  Dupleffis,  Pafcau,  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Genlis,  and  Geflin  at  the  fecond  battery. 

The.  Chevalier  de  Bloffac,  de  la  Bourdonnaye,  the 
Chevalier  de  Beaudras,  and  Gui,  a  yoluMteer,  were 
;  At  the  poop. 

All  the  (hips  being  ranged  in  perfect  order,  they 

.,  Jialed  from  fliip  to  fhip,  to  the  firft  of  the  van,  tq 

have  a  look  out  (of  the  Due  de  Bourgogm,  in  order 

to  facilitate  her  following  4s,  and  being  always  in  our 

wake. 

From  the  attention  which  all  the  Captains  flicv^ed 
in  the  execution  of  their  different  movements,  one 
could  not  but  prefage^a  happy  iflue*  Count  d'Ache, 
delighted  with  the  ardour  of  his  men,  who  cried 
out,  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other>  Vive  le 
Rot,  and  feeing  his  van  within  reach  of  the  enemy, 
ordered  a  fignal  to  be  made  for  the  attack.  At  that 
tnikant  the  Bien-aime  poured  her  broadfide  into  the 
foremod  fhip  of  the  enemy,  and  all  the  othpV  iHips 
fucceflivcly  difcharged  their  fire  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  Engliih  Admiral .  returned  the  fire,  ftill.  ad- 
vancing towards  us,  followed  by  hi$  two  fcoot^Sg 
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and  approached  our  center  divifion  with  a  great 

^  deal  or  relolution.  .  f  . 

.  Although  the  firing  was  very  brilk,  and  that  thefe 
two  Ihips  diredtrJ  their  courfe  almofl:  conftantly  to- 
wards the  Zodiaque,  neverLhelefs  wc  obliged  them 
loon  to  brace  their  fails  aback,  while  we  hauled  the 
inlzpn  Ihcet  clofe  aft,  to  fire  without  intermiffion  at 
tte  Iicid  noit  of  the  feconds,  which  the  P«f  de  Or- 
leans was  clofely  engaged  with.  The  St.  Louis  gave 
an  excellent  reception  to  the  Englifh  Commander  in 
nis  turn,  when,  quitting  us,  he  came  within  her 
reach.  iThe  Vengeur  feemed  fooh  to  have  the  advan- 
tage' pf  her  adverfary,  which  failed  as  near  the 
wind  aS  polTible,  and  ufed  every  effort  to  get  away, 
pai*ticularly  to  avoid  the  Conde,  which  endeavoured 
tP  bear  upon  her.  The  Moras  alfo  attacked  the 
forer  loft  of  the  Englilh  rear  very  vigoroufly.  While 
fheler  things  were  pafling  in  our  front  and  center, 
ijt^e  we're  much"  furprized  to  fee  the  Due  de  Hour- 
^ogney  commanded  by  M.  d'Aprct,  get  out  of 
th^  fine,  and  the  Sylphide,  which  Ihe  d'ifturbed  by 
this  movement,  was  obliged  likewife  to  give  way, 

'  to  the  fiVe  of  a  fliip  of  the  firft  rate. 

V^  In  the  meantime,  the  Englilh  Admiral,  ahvays 
intent  upon  fighting  the  Zodinquef  had  quitted  the 
line  to   approach  within  piftol-lhot  j  and  while  we 

.  ,ivere  anfwering  his  fire  with  great  -vivacity,  his  rear 

'  y^S  attacking  the  St.  Louis  and  Moras  to  advantage, 
"iHey  being  left  alone  by  the  defertion  of  the  Due  dg 
Bourgogne.. 
*^'   6i\r  Head  fliips  were  obliged  to  make  fail,  in  order 

,,  W  keep   oppofite   to  the  Englifh,  and  were  fufH- 

"  (iiently  advanced  to  have  room  enough  to  wear  be- 

Bb^  tween 
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tween  the  firft  and  fecond  (hip  of  the  Englifh  line  j 
our  General  immediately  made  the  fignal  for  them 
to  do  this,  in  order  that  ihcy  might  put  the  rear 
of  the  Englifli  between  two  fires,  as  they  perfifted 
in  attacking  our  rpar  fo  clpfcly,    as  even   not  to 
take  any  notice  of  the  diftance  from  their  van. 
^   Unfortunately  for  us,  we  had  no  frigate  to/epeat 
our  fignals ;  and  the  fmoke,  as  it  happens  too  often^ 
hindered  M.  Pallicre  from  obferving  the  lignal.  We 
haled  as  loud  as  polTible  to  the  next  vefTel,  to  endea- 
vour to  pafs  the  orders  from  (hip  to  (hip;  but  to 
no  purpoie.   The  Vengeur  crowded  fail  to  come  to  a 
clofe  attack,  the  Bien-aime,  within  piftol-^hot,  kept 
a  conftant  fire  j  but  received  a  nuniber  of  (hots  in 
her  rigging.     A  little  time  after,  wc  took  down 
the  fignal,  feeing  the  greatell  part  of  our  fhips  had 
fulfered  too  much  in    their  rigging  to  wear  die 
wind  ahead  ;  but  it  was  thought  proper  that  we 
(hpuld  wear  all  together  the  wind  aftern,  as  foon  as 
a  favourable  pofition  offered  j  for  the  enemy's  (hips, 
bearing  down  upon  our  rear,  wer^  driving  cohfi- 
derably  to  leeward,  which  expofed  their  rear  to  be 
cut  oflf;  without  reckoning  that  it  was  our  advan- 
tage to  come  nearer  to  the  coa(^,  which  it  was  of  fo 
much  confequence  not  to  lofe  fight  of.   At  this  tinhq 
the  Due  de  BourgoFtte,  running  along  our  line,  fir^d. 
without  knowing^  it,  feveral  (hot  into  our  (hip,  an4 
we  in  vain  made  a  fignal  to  bring  her  to  order. 
The  Sylpbide,  which  (lood  to  leeward,  fired  witl^ 
more  attention  at  certain  intervals,  and  advanced 
towards  our  van,    where    the  Bien-aimi  and    the 
Vengeur  ha4  difabled  their  adverfaries,  and  drivei^ 
them  with   confiderable  advantage.     About  four 

tcr'lt:'     '  "  ■       '      '  ,  o'clock 
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o'clock  the  Moras  was  obliged  to  quit  the  line, 
having  received   a  great  quantity  of  (hot  between 
wind  and  water ;  and  from  that  time,  all  the  at- 
tacks  of  the  enemy  were  directed  to  the  center 
,  diviiion. 
'  The  fight  now  became  more  animated  on  both 
fides  i   and  we  perceived  the  Comte  de  Provence  and 
the  Biligente  exerting  all  their  efforts  to  come  into 
their  ftacions ;"  and  whether  it  were  that  this  rein< 
,    forcement  was  the  warrant  of  the  vi6lory,  it  is  certain 
that  the  fire  of  the  Due  d* Orleans y  the  Zodiaque,  and 
the  Sf.  LouiSi  was  never  better  fupported.    The 
Admiral  foon  gave  way  j  and,  as  we  found  ourfelves 
under  the  ftern  of  the  Due  d' Orleans t  we  wereK)b- 
.  liged  to  pafs  before  him,  to  avoid  the  latter.     But 
immediately  hauling    our    mizen    fheet  clofe  aft 
.  again,  we  came  to  the  pofition  that  fuited  us  beft  j 
..  the  St,  Louis  having,  by  this  means,  a  (hip  more  than 
,ihe  had  to  affift  her. 

i..  In  the  mean  while,  the  firing  continued  incefTant- 

ly,  and  ours  was  fuch,  that  the  Englifh  Admiral 

was  obliged  to  retreat  a  third  time.     As  he  fuffered 

himfelf  to  fall  to  leeward,  he  came  oppofite  to  the 

Due  d' Orleans t   who  fought  him  with  vigour,  and 

..  falling  again   within   reach  of  the   St,  Louis,  M. 

;  Joannis  fired  feveral  broadfides  at  him  within  the 

'  range  of  point  blank  fhot  i  after  which  he  remained 

to  leeward  with  his  fails  fliattered.    The  other  Eng- 

liih  fiiips  followed  his  example,   bracing  aback  to 

f  lie  to:  this  caufed  a  confiderable  fpace  between  the 

.  *„ccnter  and  the  front  of  the  enemy. 

•;■  r^r':The  Vengeur  then  crowded  all  her  fails  to  cut  ofi^ 

the   (hip  which  the  Bien-aimi  kept  under  her  fire 

againft  her  wilj;  the  Sulphide,  with  a  great  deal  of 

.   B  b  4  ardour^ 
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arckiur,  follDwed,  and  k'-pt  clofe  to  the  wind,  in 
order  to  be  in  a  fituation  to  reach  the  enemy  with 
her  canpn.  The  Cf«i/tf  de  Provence  was  upon  the 
point  of  being  enabled  to  bear  down  the  wind  a- 
head,  and  with  her  tack  to  get  into  the  cctmcr  of 
our  line,  into  which  the  hUigenie  was  almofl 
rallied,  and  began  alrcadv  to  rii^peat  our  fignab. 

As  the  roar  of  the  enemy  remained  in  the  fame 
pontion,,and  our  veiTels  were  far  adv<inced,  it  (mght 
be  eaGly  cut,  off  on  the  other  tack  j   the  manner  of 
'\_  doing  this  was  to  veer  quickly  all  togetjier,  failing 

on.  the  larboard  tack.  C'Quqt  d'Ache  being  of  this, 
opinion,  we  loft  no  time  in  wearing,  fo  as  to  bring 
the  wind  on  the  other  fide  of  the  fhip,  moft  of  our 
veffcls  not  being  able  to  bear  down  the  wind  a^ 
head  i  the  Ggn^l  was  tin icfure  made  for  wearing  the 
wind  aftern  j  to  whivi.  wc  added  that  of  the  ordet 
pf  battle,  failing  oi  iic  larboard  tack,  that  oup 
fliips  might  better  <  o.nprehend   the  reafon  of  oux 

miaceuvre.  >i*4,ju     . 

The  Englifh  /'  'miral  foon  underftood  what  wd 
■were  about,  or  a  .citt  he  made  a  fignal  very  quicks 
ly  to  all  his  Alios,  to  keep  clofe  to.  the  wind;  and 
he  himCtlf,  wijo  was  riie  headmoft  of  the  fourih({>Sj^ 
afid  mort  to  leeward,  alfo  hauled  all  his  courfes.  and 
»  top. gallant  fails,  and  ufed  every  method  he.  <;oui<i 
tio  bring  up  his  van,  th^i  he'  might  extricate  htA 
rear  from  the  criti  al  fituation  it  was  in,  about  five 
in  the  evenini^.  But  all  the  efbrts  he  couid  maiso 
to  get  the  wind  of  our  rejfr  weite  unavailing  i , foe 
our  van,  quittin:^  the  two  Engliih  Ihips^  tjha^t  wf^r^ 
fhattered,  and  utterly  unrigged,  might  ^Iw^shiive 
dq(|bled  upon  M.  Ppcock  to  windward,  which:  w^ 
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the  principal   obje6b,  and  the  caufe  of  the  move- 
ment propofcd.  i^ 
The  Moras  being  along  fide  of  us  to  leeward,  wc 
haled  her  to  give  us  fea  room  to  wear,  and  bring  the 
wind  on  the  other  fide  of  the  (hip  j   being  very  cer- 
tain that  the  St.  Louisa  the  Due  d'Orleans,  and  all 
the  other  (hips,  would  fucceflivcly  do  the  fame,  as 
they  probably  waited  only  for  our  manoeuvre.     The 
movement  was  accordingly  begun.  In  the  mean  while^ 
the  wind  being  aftern,  Count  d'Achc  thought  it  more 
advifeabic  to  advance  towards  the  Camte  de  Provence  j 
which   miftaking,    unfortunately,    our   manceuvrey 
hauled  up  her  main- fail ;  but  (he  immediately  un- 
furled  it  again  when  fhe   underftood   our  defign^ 
and  came  to  us  with  all  the  fail  fhe  could  crowd. 
f»  The  St.  Louis  haled  us  during  thefc  tranfadlions  | 
and  while  the  rear  of  the  enemy  was  almoft  in  our 
wake,   and  our  van  far  advanced^  M.  de  Joannis 
called  out  to  the  General,  that  he  was  ready  to  fol- 
low to  begin  the  adion   again.      M.  de  SurviUe 
began  firft  to  fail  on  the  larboard  tack,,  and  we  all 
thought  to  form  our  line  w:<:.S  the  Due  d'OrUajts, 
now  become  our  head  fhip,  leaving  the  Comte  d» 
,  Provence,  with  her  divifion,  to  clofe  the  line   to 
leeward,  as  foon  as  we  fliould  have  gotclofe  together, 
while  our  van  was  to  keep  clofe  to  the  wind^  to  put 
the  rear  of  the  enemy  between  their  fire  and  our's.  • 
^  However  this  may  be,  while  the  fquadrbn  was 
making  a  little  circuit  in  forming,  the  enemy,  re- 
covered from  their  firft  confufion,  rallied,  keeping 
clofe  to  the  wind  upon  the  oppoflte  tack  to  -ouPs ; 
and  unfortuitatdyj  night  coming  on,  it  was  not 
poffible  to  get  fiifficiently  to  windward  to  renew  the 
fUftjon. 

Before 
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^  Before  night  came  on,  the  Engliih  tacked  about, 
rather, 'as  it  (hould  feem,  with  a  view  to  keep  the 
wind,  than  to  venture  another  engagement ;  for,  to< 
wards  evening.  Count  d'Ache  commanded  all  his 
lights  of  orders  to  be  put  out,  and  each  vefTel  to  light 
her  poop  lantern  s  while  the  Engliih  (hewed  no 
lights,  left  we  ihould  difcover  their  manoeuvres. 
We  ohferved  the  fails  and  rigging  of  the  Engliih  to 
he  much  Ihatteredj  and  the  two  fhips  of  the  van, 
which  had  been  engaged  by  the  Vengeur  and  the  Biert' 
(time,  to  be  entirely  difabled.  One  of  them  had  her 
mizen  top-fail  maft  quite  down ;  and  the  other,  her 
little  top-gallant  maft.  One  of  thefevcflfcls,  in  particu- 
lar, was  carried  to  fuch  a  diilance  during  the  action, 
that  coming  up,  as  we  did,  after  the  ad^ion,  fhe 
pafled  to  windward  of  the  Engliih  line,  and  lay- to 
(o  repair  her  damages.  "T- 

-.  The  Zodiaque,  which  had  fuffered  the  moft  of 
our  (hips,  was  foon  in  a  (late  to  trim  all  her  fails, 
and  while  all  hands  were  at  work  in  repairing  their 
rigging,  the  fquadron  being  formed  oil  the  (larboard 
(ack,.  Count  d'Ache  ordered  the  DiUgente  to  fail 
along  the  line,  and  give  notice  to  the  (hips,  that  he 
intended  to  engage  a  fecond  time.  The  jundiuon 
pf  the  Cemte  de  Provence  and  the  DiUgente  did- in 
fa6b  promife  us  the  greateft  advantages ;  but  the 
Engliih  fecmcd  to  have  no  fuch  intention ;  they  re- 
mained mafters  of  the  wind,  and  continued  to  keep 
as  plpie  to  it  as  poITible,  endeavouring  to  conceal 
their  mancJeuvres  from  us.  ttiiifti- 

^  i  The  General  thought  of  nothing  clfe  the  whole 
flight,  but  to  ply  to  windward,  or  to  anchor  on  the 

.  co^fti  if  the  currents  and  wind  would  not  permit 

him  tQ  go  farther  to  the  fouthward.    This  l4ft 

'  *^.i^5t?ii'*'  fcheme 
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fcheme  fecmed  to  bf  moft  fuitable,  on  account  of 
the  rapidity  of  the  current}  he  therefore  fent  the 
Diligente  a  fccond  rime,  to  tell  the  Captain  of  the 
Comte  de  Provence,  that  he  might  make  the  fignal 
for  mooring  when  he  thought  proper. 

At  nine  at  night  the  Comte  de  Provence  cnadc 
the  fignal  for  anchoring,  and  we  repeated  it  inftantly, 
marking  it  as  (Irongly  as  we  could,  that  the  ihips 
might  lofe  no  time  in  feeing  their  anchors  clear,  and 
furling  their  fails. 

We  anchored  in  nine  fathom  water,  and  obferved 
all  the  fhips  fucceflTively  doing  the  fame.  The  fqua-> 
dron  was  placed  very  advantageoufly,  and  not  far 
from  Pondicherry ;  but  at  day-break  we  had  the  fatal 
light  of  the  Bien-aime  driven  afhore.  That  vefiel 
had  loft  two  anchors  in  the  engagement,  and,  by  a. 
lingular  fatality,  the  Ducde  Bourgogne,  whofe  condu^ 
had  been  fo  (hameful  during  the  adlion,  paflfed  her 
|teel  over  the  laft  cable  fhe  had  left,  and  cut  it.  The 
gale,  which  was  very  ftrong,  drove  her  afliore  j  (he 
dropt  a  fmall  anchor  which  fhe  had  on  board,  but 
it  could  not  withftand  the  qurrent.  The  Captain 
i^iflied  to  get  under  fail,  but  his  fails  and  rigging 
were  fo  torn  in  the  a^ion  that  they  could  be  of  no 
iiib  tO'him.  Finally,  M.  Bouvet,  after  having  fought 
fo  well,  and  p<:rformed  all  the  duties  of  a  brave  and 
excellent  officer,  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  fhip. 
The  mads  were  all  cut  away,  and  Count  d' Ache 
^having  lent  to  know  the  condition  of  the  (hip,  was 
informed,  that  (he  was  paft  recovery.  Every  diipo- 
fition  was  made  to  fave  the  men,  ammunition,  and 
':t6e^s,  and  M.  Bouvet  remained  on  board  to  diA 
charge  this  duty  with  regard  to  his  crew,  while 
^'j^effi's.  Landiviziao  and  the  Chevalier  Crillon,  who 

duringf 


379 


1^ 


' ;; 


S$o  APPENDIX. 

dtirfn^  the  adVioii  had  Ihcwcd  a  fboi  exifnpfe  WWt 
troopSj  condudkcd  them  to  Pondichcrry. 

The  fame  day  we  received  intelligence  of  the  Eft- 
glilh  ffcct.  Thcjr  took  the  advantage  of  the  obfcu- 
rity  of  the  night  and  a  fair  wind  to  carry  theoi  to 
C6blbre>  where  they  were  well  fituated  to  receive 
erd<y  fiKcour  they  flood  in  need  of  from  Madrafs, 
i^hich  13  only  three  leagues  diftant  from  that  faftory. 

•    tount  d'Ache  was  not  in  a  condition  to  follow  them 

\         fo  far,  for  the  mofl  he  expcdltd  was  to  have  v;ater 

Und  provifion  enough  to  carry  him  to  the  road  of 

'  Pondicherry.  Some  of  the  veflels  were  cntlrt-ly  dcf- 
Hcut^  of  thefe  articlcs.^nd  fuch  was  our  diftrcfs, 
that,  befide  a  great  number  of  wounded,  we  had  alfo 
It  confidcrable  quantity  of  fick,  and  efpecially  of  fcor- 
butic  peffons,  who  required  fpcedy  reFref  j  to  theft 
#ea?fens  vre  may  add  the  necefllty  of  landing  t'hc 
frobpa  and  ammunition,  and  returning  to  fort.^t, 
Da^id,  which  was  vigoroufly  attacked  by  M.  d6 
L'^liy.  We  therefore  put  again  to  fea  \6  ply  ft?ll  ^6 
^^indwafd.     'I  he  wind^  and  currfnts  were  fo  eon* 

,.  <tttry»  that  we  fortietimcs  loft  gt-ound  inftead  of  gairi- 
inj^  it,  and  it  was  only  by  incredible  labours  that  the 
>fteet  -arrived  at  length  in  the  road  of  Pondich^i'rl^, 
■^hcre  it  anchored  on  the  3d  of  N^ay,  after  a  rtavigiir 
tidri  of  a  hundred' days,  and  a  vcTy  warm  engig^tnent. 


i^  iijt  of  officers  kilted  and  wounded  in  the  aSlicn  of  the 
,,i  i^ti  6f  April,  1758,  belonging  to  the  King*sfhip  the 
"^2!ddiaque.       *  •      ,  m 


A.. 


'  'Meflrs.  the  Oievalier  de  U  Pourdorinaye',  Dm- 

pifeffis,  Ktfcau,  d'Hcrce,  killefd. 

•   Meffi-s.  the  Count  d'Ache,  dotthd,  de  Setinctilhf, 

fenior^i 
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'  fenior,  de  Senneviile,  junior,  de  GrelCgny*  de  Min- 
thicr,  and  du  Pouct,  wounded.  ...      :.,?^j 

Forty  men  killed  in  the  engagement,  2^  who  died 
of  their  wounds,  and  1 50  wounded. 

Seventeen  Ihots  between  wind  and  water,         ,  ,'i 

In  landing  the  troops  and  paiTengers,  who  contri- 
buted to  ftrengthen  our  ihips,  we  had  more  than 
1200  wounded  or  Tick  to  land,  and,  our  crew  being 
obliged  to  work  hard  in  unlading  the  fhips*  were  fo 
cxhaufted  that  the  number  of  fick  was  daily  increafing. 
M.  Pocock  being  well  informed  of  our  condition^ 
ano  willing  to  avail  himfclf  of  the  accidental  lofs  of 
the  Bien-aime,  after  having  drawn  all  the  fuccours  he 
required  for  his  fleet  from  Madrafs,  fet  out  on  the 
ioth  of  May  to  make  another  attempt  to  relieve  Fort 
St.  David.  This  movement  of  the  enemy  made  us 
prefs  for  fupplies  for  the  fleet;  but  there  being  no 
pofllbility  of  obtaining  them  at  prefent,  it  was  rcr 
iblved  in  a  mixt  Council,  that  the  fleet  Ihould  moor 
in  a  line  of  battle,  till  it  was  fupplied  with  water, 
proyifions,  ballad,  &c.  which  many  (hips  were  in 
want  of,  and  till  it  (hould  be  in  a  ftate  to  attack  the 
enemy  again.  The  frigates  only  were  employed  to 
convey  ammunition  to  the  fiege,  which  our  troops 
carried  on  very  vigoroufly,  notwithftanding  the  conti> 
.  nual  Are  of  the  garrifon,  which  was  reinforced  by  the 
crew  of  the  -two  frigates  we  had  burnt  on  the  28cii 
of  April. 

MOn  the  a6th  of  May  the  Englifh  fleet  appeared 
before  .Em parve,  which  they  could  not  have  gained 
by  beating  in  the  offing,  and  feemed  to  regulate  their 
mancBUvres  as  if  their  intention  had  been  to  aTcen^ 
Ihe  coaft  without  loFing  fight  of  it.  They  had  two 
-  .  fire-ihips 
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fire-fliips  along  with  them ;  and,  our  poficion  notpelK- 
mitting  us  to  put  to  fca  for  want  of  men,  M.  Pocodfi 
might  have  attacked  us  at  anchor  with  great  advan- 
tage,  and  at  the  fame  time  might  have  impeded  the 
fuccefs  of  M.  dc  Lally«  .^,  .j. 

We  loft  not  a  moment's  time  in  coUedling  the? 
meo  who  were  able  to  come  on  board,  and  in  difpof- 
ing  every  thing  for  the  defence  of  the  fliips.  In  the 
mean  time.  Count  d'Ache  ftill  thinking  it  better  to 
ftop  the  career  of  the  Englifh  fleet  by  offering  bac« 
tie,  a  mixed  Council  was  fummoned,  in  which  it  was 

refolved  that  the  Chevalier  de  Monteil  and  Meflrs. 
de  Palliere  and  de  Surville,  Captains^  (hould  be  fcnt 
immediately  to  M.  de  Lally,  to  inform  him  of  the 
ill  confcquences  that  might  attend  the  waiting  for 
the  enemy,  and  the  great  advantages  that  would  ac- 
crue to  us  from  failing  out  to  meec  them,  if  we  could 
be  reinforced  ib  as  to  enable  us  to  preferve  the  advan* 
tagc  of  the  wind  to  fight  the  enemy  a  fecond  time. 

The  enemy  advanced  daily,  and  appeared  the  next 
iay  in  fight  of  Pondicherry.  In  confcquence  of  re* 
prefentations  made  to  M.  de  Lally,  that  General 

!*?  came  to  Pondicherry,  followed  by  J40  European  fol* 
diers,  and  from  3  to  400  feapoys.  Count  d'Ache^ 
after  receiving  this  reinforcement,  gave  orders  for 
failing,  and,  having  obferved  the  enemy  getting  un»> 
der  fail  oppofite  the  fort,  he  made  a  fignal  to  put 
immediately  to  fea,  and  to  form  the  line< 

,    :%         It  was  at  this  time  that  the  General,  defirous  of 
beftowing  upon  the  Officers  of  his  fhip  fome  mark 

' .  '■  of  his  approbation  of  their  conduft,  gave  his  Lieu^ 
tenants  commiiTions  of  Captains,  his  Sub^lieute-^- 
nants  commiifions  of  Lieutenants,  and  each -of  his 
Midlhipn)en  a  commifSon  of  Sub-liemenaacy.  Tlic 


^ 
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Englifh  fleet  Teemed  at  Hrft  refolved  to  rifle  a  fecond 
engagement ;  but  after  a  little  tim>:,  inftead  of  failing 
near  the  land,  by  the  help  of  a  fea  breeze,  it  conti- 
nued on  the  fame  tack,  and  difappeared.  Our  (qua-* 
dron  went  to  anchor  in  a  line  before  Goudelour,  and, 
the  place  having  no  further  hopes  of  relief,  furren- 
dered  to  the  King's  arms  on  the  2d  of  June  1758. 

M.de  Lally  marched,  immediately  after  the  furren^, 
der,  to  Devi-cottah,  to  drive  the  Hnglifli  from  thence. 
On  the  approach  of  our  troops.  Count  d*  Ache,  in  oi*- 
der  to  employ  the  Beet  in  the  bulinefs  that  feemed 
to  him  mod  important,  refolved  to  cruife  about  the 
places  where  veflds  commonly  put  in,  either  to  col- 
left  whatever  fuccour  might  be  fent  to  us,  or  to  in- 
tercept thofe  that  njight  be  fent  to  the  enemy ;  or, 
finally,  to  make  a  difplay  of  our  forces  before  the 
people  of  Tanjour,  whom  the  Englifli  endeavoured 
to  prepoflefs  againft  us.  The  Sylpbidey  whofe  crew 
was  diltributed  among  the  fliips,  and  had  only  been 
able  to  get  the  Lafcaris  in  lieu  of  them,  joined  us  on 
the  coaft,  after  taking  in  tow  an  Englifh  veflel  oppor 
lite  Negapatnam,  which  we  fent  immediately  to  Pon- 
dicherry,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Minthier* 
who,  although  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  engage- 
ment, and  not  recovered,  yet,  to  Ihew  his  zeal,  ven- 
turned  again  on  board ;  but  his  wounds  growing 
worfe,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Pondicherry  to  be 
cured. 

A  few  days  after  this,  M.  d'Ache  received  a  letter 
from  the  Council  of  Pondicherry,  inviting  him  to 
come  there  with  his  fleet,  his  prefence  being  necel^ 
fary  while  the  King's  troops  were  employed  in  the 
war  of  Tanjour,  from  whence  we  expeded  to  draw 
•lithe  fums  required  for  an  expedition  againft  Ma^ 
,iuv-;<^. :.  ,  •drafs. 
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drafs,  we  arrived  in  that  road  on  the  17th  of  June« 
and  began  immediately  to  fupply  the  (hips,  and  put 
them  in  a  fituation  tp  co-operate  with  the  land 
forces. 

While  we  remained  at  Pondicherry,  without  being 
able,  however,  to  provide  all  the  neceffaries  for  the 
fleet,  on  account  of  the  want  of  refources,  the  En- 
rlilh,  receiving  larger  fupplies  'from  t<hcir  colonies, 

ttcd  themfelvei -at-Madrafs  i  and,  after. having  re-» 
inR>rced  themfelves  with  the  crews  of  the  three  fliips^ 
that  had  paflfed  by  Caricalle  a  few  days  after  we 
quitted  our  cruife,  M.  Pocock,  being  informed  of 
the  reiiftance  made  by  the  King  of  Tanjour,  and 
prefuming  that  our  fleet,  deftitutc  of  men,  would  be-r" 
come  an  eafy  conqueft  while  we  lay  at  anchor,  re- 
folved  to  afcend  the  coaft  to  come  up  to  us. 

Count  d'Ache  only  received  intelligence  of  this  at 
the  time  that  the  rudders  of  moft  of  our  Ihips  were 
afliore  ;  and  the  day  after,  on  the  27  th  of  July,  the 
Englilh  fleet  was  difcovered  advancing  very  faft, 
•While  aiir  fleet  had  not  yet  taken  every  ncccflary  on 
boards  We  worked  night  and  day,  and  difpofed  out 
ihips  in  order  of  battle  in  the  road,  becaufe  there  was 
hO  appearance  of  oiir  being  able  to  meet  the  enemy 
before  they  came  up  with  us.  The  wind,  however, 
failed  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that^  after  putting 
about  towards  Pondicherry,  they  were  obliged  tor 
anchor  in  the  rear  of  our  ihips  to  leeward. 

J^y  this  time«  having  afiembled  all  our  convalef- 
tcnts,  and  taken  out  the  greateft  part  of  our  crews  be-* 
longing  to  the  two  frigates,  by  this  little  reinforce^ 
ment  it  appeared  that  the  fleet  would- really  be  ini^ 
condition  to  fight :  accordingly,  though  it  Was  a  very 
4ificren€  (hing  to  ftjftain  an  a«fbion  while  we  weri 

•^*  mooredy 
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yxoorecl>  or  in  opeti  Tea,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
hands  nece0arf  for  working  the  (hips,  yet,  weighing 
the  incifewnicnces  attending  the  firft  with  the  ad- 
Tantages  belonging  to  the  laftpoHtion,  Count  d'Ach6 
determined  upon  this,  and,  having  fent  the  Chevalier 
de  Monteii  to  declare  his  refolutions  to  the  Council, 
we  immediately  prepared  to  put  to  fea,  and  even 
wore  upon  our  anchors  with  fo  much  dilpatch,  that 
we  failed  as  foon  as  the  Major  of  the  fleet  returned, 
and  formed  ourfelves  in  a  line  of  battle. 

The  EngliOi  got  under  fail  at  fix  in  the  morning, 
proceeded  in  the  fame  order,  but  crouded  all  their 
fails,  in  hopes  of  getting  to  windward  of  us.    At  two 
o'clock  they  chatf|;ed  their  courfe,  and  we  did  the 
fame  Ihortly  aftel|  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  land 
breeze,  drawing  near  to  the  fhore,  and  afterwards  put^ 
ting  out  further  to  fea.     It  appeared,  that  we  might 
cruife  to  windward  of  the  enemy,  for  the  firft  of 
their  ihips,  at  the  approach  of  the  Comte  de  Provence^ 
clued  up  her  fails,  and  did  not  hefitate  to  wait  for  her 
company.    At  this  time,  as  the  night  came  on,  we 
had  a  violent  Iquall  from  the  N.  W.  which  carried 
us  to  the  3outh  4-  S.  W.  We  then  flattered  ourfelves 
that  we  fliould  ftill  preferve  the  wind,  and*  be  fufli- 
ciently  advanced^  the  day  following,  to  the  fouthward, 
to  moor  at  Pondicherry  aft^r  the  engagement. 

The  enemy  were  not  fo  fortunate  as  we  were,  for 
they  could  not  be  difcovered  otherwife  than  from 
•the  nnaft-heads,  and  too  late  to  make  it  pofliblc  ta 
engage  the  action.  We  therefore  sontinued  to  keep 
as  clofe  to  the  wind  as  poflible,  in  managing  our 
tack.s  for  it  was  probable  that  the  Englifh  would 
avail  thcmfelves  of  the  firft  wefterly  wind  which 
might  blow  in  the  night,,  to  carry  them  towards  the 
Vol.,  IV,  Cc  lan4. 
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•,  Und)  ai^d  to  the  fouthward  of  us.  lSp(ides>  ai  ^he 
objcft  of  the  Tanjour  war  feemed  very  interefting 
to  M*  Focock^  it  was  of  importanc<5  to  ^e  nation 
that  pur  fleet  (hould  appear  on  their  coafts,  before 
the  inhabitants  fhould  know  any  thing  of  their  allies. 
We  manoeuvred^  therefore*  ftill  afcending  the  coaft, 

'an4  keeping  a  continual  look  out  for  the  £ngli(h> 
till  we  anchored  in  fight  of  Tranquebar,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  night*  and  continued  there  till  morn- 
ing. .  (;  mt:  )     > 

' ;,  On  the  30th  of  July,  after  having  plyed  to  wind- 
\  .ward,  without  difcovering  any  thing  of  the  enemy's 

jfleet,  we  caft  anchor  before  CaricalJe,  from  whence 
we  fet  fail  again  as  foon  as  the:  la|^  breeze  b^an  to 
blow,  and  continued  to  keepOsp  as  clofe  to  the 
wind  as  podible,  becaufe,  having  heard  nothing  cer- 
tain in  our  fadory  of  the  pofition  of  M.  Pocock, 

•  there  was  reafbn  to  think  that  he  endeavoured  to  fail 
between  Ceylon  and  Negapatnam,  in  order  to  get  to 
r  tlie  windward  of  us. 

.On  the  31ft  of  July,  as  we  palTed  along  the  coaft 
in  a  line,  we  fufFered  ourfelves  to  be  chafed  by.  two 
fhips  to  the  windward  of  Negapatnam,  which  the 
JDiligente  diicovered  to  be  Dutch ;  and  at  night,  hav- 
ing veered  towards  land,  without  getting  any  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy,  Count  d'Ache  ordered  us  to 
ftcer  for  Caricalle,  that  we  might  at  length  gain 
fome  information  of  the  pofition  of  the  Englifh 
fleet  i  but  having  learnt  nothing,  and  fome  perfons 
thinking  that  M.  Pocock  might  have  taken  th<e  re-> 
folution  to  moleft  Fort  St.  David,  or  caufe  fome  di- 
verfion  to^  the  troops,  it  was  immediately  refolved 
upoii  to  go  and  force  him  to  an  engagement.  -^ 
On  the  lit  of  Auguft,  having  placed  all  our  ihips 

in 
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in  a  line,  we  failed  e,i...:g  the  coa((,  and  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  DiUgente  made  a  fignal  of 
her  feeing  the  Englifti  fleet.  It  had  failed  from  Devi- 
cottah,  and,  forming  a  line  on  the  larboard  tack, 
the  wind  foutherly,  feemed  to  expeft  lis.  We  ob- 
ferved,'  however^  that  the  Englifh  bore  oflT  to  fea, 
which  might  poflTibly  retard  the  engagement  j  as  to 
us,  our  line  being  foon  formed  parallel  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  M.  d'Ache  ordered  the  fignal  to  be  made  to 
bear  down.  At  the  fame  inftant  each  veifel  ad- 
vanced towards  the  (hip  that  was  oppofite  to  her^ 
while  we  fteered  right  upon  the  Yarmouth,  placed, 
as  we  were,  in  the  center  of  the  fquadron ;  which  con- 
fifted  of  feven  large  fhips,  a  fire-fhip,  and  a  frigate 
to  repeat  the  fignals.  > 

The  two  fleets,  however,  were  not  within  reach  of 
each  other  till  about  five  in  the  evening,  becaufe  the 
gale,  S.  -y  S.  E»  was  rather  weak ;  but  it  foon  increafed 
confiderably,  and  the  fea  running  high^  many  of 
our  (hips  were  obliged  to  (hut  their  lower  port- holes* 
T\it  St.  LouiSi  in  haite  to  communicate  this  important 
obfervation,  haled  us,  and  de(ired  the  General  to  take 
notice  that  (he  could  not  employ  her  battery.  This 
determined  Us  to  keep  clofe  to  the  wind,  and  re- 
nounce the  defign  of  advancing  on  the  enemy* 

They  did  not  avail  themfelves  of  ourfituation,  but^ 
neglefting  to  begin  an  aftion,  which  they  thought^ 
without  doubtj  we  declined  only  becaufe  night  was 
at  hand,  the  £ngli(h  appeared  rather  anxious  to  get 
to  windward  of  us:  but  as  we  obferved  their  mo- 
tions with  the  greateft  accuracy,  we  failed  exaclly  as 
they  did,  letting  them  know,  by  this  manoeuvre,  that 
we  waited  only  for  the  morning  to  begin  the  fight. 
"When  we  changed  our  courfc  towards  tlie  land,  we 
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made  our  fignals  by  firing  of  our  guns,  our  poop 
lanteVns  were  kept  lighted,  and  we  failed  in  a  line  of 
battle  to  the  windward  of  them. 

Wc  perceived,  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  enemy 
had  placed  the  Cumberland  after  the  Salijhury,  which 
followed  the  Elizabeth,  and  that  thcfe  Ihrps  formed 
their  van.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  leaving  the  Moras 
between  the  Cotnte  de  Provence  and  the  Du£  d^Or^ 
leans,  in  the  van,  wc  made  the  Due  de  Bourgogne 
come  into  her  (tation  in  the  night,  and  ordered  both 
fhips  to  change  their  broad  pendants,  that  if  we 
\  could  attack  the  enemy  at  break  of  day,  they  being; 

deceived  at  firft  fight,  might  not  have  time  to  alt^f 
'  their  difpofition }  and  confequently  the  Moras  and  the 
Conde,  fupported  by  the  Vengeur,  were  to  endeavoiif 
to  break  or  deftroy  the  Newcafile  and  ihtWtymdutH 
which  compofed  the  rear  of  the  EngKfli  fleet.  '  -*' "^ 

On  the  2d  in  the  morning  we  did  not  iee  iBe 
Engliih  again,  who  had  continued  to  fail  in  the-df'^ 
fing:  it  was  thought  that  they  were  dlibcrhcd,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  towards  the  N.  E.  j  and,  ais  Nf^ 
d'Ache  had  occafion  to  confult  with-  his  Captsins] 
he  ordered  us  to  fteer  for  Caricalle.        ^  v''*  !?/♦ -^ 

The  fubjeft  of  the  confutation,  at  ^VitK'^aU  tH^ 
Captains  and  Officers  of  the  fleet  were  preient,  was 
the  bad  ftate  of  the  batteries  of  the  (hips  of  the  Coih* 
pany .  The  General  having  concluded  that  WC  Ihould 
Leave  the  advantage  of  the  wind  to  the  enenny,  ipto^ 
vided  the  fea  were  rough,  ^t  was  propofed,  in  thli 
cafe,  to  execute  a  manoeuvre,  which  had  betn'al* 
ready  mentioned  the  day  before^  '; 

;   When  we  Were  obliged  to  fufpend  the"St^ek;*'W^ 
i^litered  into  all  the  details  of  the  projcft.    It'%air 
agreed  upon,  that,  in  a  (imilar  fituatioiTj  Our  fle^ 
;-'  Q  '»  feigninef 
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feigning  to  run  along  fide  the  enemy,  (hould  inrenfl- 
bly  bear  down,  each  Ihip  falling  into  the  wake  of  the 
other,  and  keeping  very  clofe  together.  The  Comfe 
di  Provence  (hould  then  come  up  to  the  laft  (hip  of 
the  enemy,  within  pillol-(hot,  and  all  the  other  (hips, 
following  exadly  her  manoeuvre,  (hould  each  pour 
their  broadfide  point  blank  along  the  whole  of  the 
Engliih  line,  and  that  afterwards,  continuing  their 
coiirfe  on  the  fame  tack,  they  (hould  form  the  line 
within  half  a  league  of  the  £ngli(h  fleet  to  leeward, 
,  after  having  cut  o(Ftwo  of  their  frigates,  and  proba* 
bly  difabled  one  of  their  (hips. 
^  .Each  Captain  being  thus  inftruAed  in  his  ma- 
ncpuvre,  a  fuller  explanation  of  the  affair  was  given 
to  M.  de  la  Chaife,  who  was  moft  likely  to  contri* 
bute  to  the  fuccefs  of  it,  as  he  was  then  to  receive  a 
fignal  for  the  moment  in  which  it  was  to  be^  exe- 

cutedf;;-|j|"jKi^  o-v  •    T 

j^:  We  deflgned  to  be  under  fail  before  break  of  day, 
on  account  of  the  enemy,  when  at  one  o*clock  we 
heard  their  fignal  guns  firing,  and  their  lights, 
which  they  put  up,  veering  by  the  land  breeze  to  run 
along  the  coait. 

„  On  the  3d  of  Auguft  we  fet  fail  ourfelves  upon 
the  fame  tack ;  and  the  J)iligente,  with  which  our 
ihips  formed  the  line,  as  we  proceeded,  put  us  in  a 
fituation  to  be  able  tp  engage  the  enemy  before  the 
breeze  increafed, 

^;  Thus  we  waited  with  impatience  the  break  of 
day.  As  foon  as  it  appeared,  the  Englifh  began 
their  rnanceuvres  with  difpatch :  at  the  fame  time  we 
made  the  fignal  to  bear  down  in  line  of  battle,  and 
a  gun  was  dred  upon  hoil^ing  the  King's  flag. 
The  (hipi  sM  obfervcd  the  belt  order,  and  each 
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feemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  approaching  the  ene-^ 
my  i  who  were  obliged  to  give  way  all  together,  to 
form  their  Tine,  and  feemed  difconcerted  at  feeing  us^ 
advance  with  fo  much  refolution.  While  they  were 
preparing  to  receive  us,  the  cry  of  Five  l^  Roy  re- 
founded  from  one  end  of  our  line  to  the  other  j  but, 
unfortunately,  as  the  wind  increafed,  the  St,  Loui^ 
haled  us  again,  to  inform  us,  that  neither  (he,  nor 
feveral  other  of  the  Compaay's  ^^ips,  cOyld  make 
gny  ufe  of  their  lower  guns,    to  e;-  >;  r   :  *:l;:;i  •:;:.■ 

We  were  then  oppofite  to  Negapatnam,  within  a 
little  diilance  from  the  ro^std,  and,  by  thit  regular, 
change  of  the  ^vind^  we  could  pot  ilay  to  obferve  the 
enemy  longer  than  twelve  o'clock^  at  whach .  time 
Admiral  Pocock  was  expc&ed  to  comeidowa  to 
give  us  battle,  having  the.  advanpgei  of  the  fea 
breeze  over  us.  The  engagement  being:  therefore 
unavoidable,  it  was  again  propofed  to  put  the  prbr, 
je£t,  which  was  talked  of  the  preceding  cught^  into 
immediate  execution  j  ^nd,  befide  the  reafons  which 
already  juftified  this  idea,  there:  was  .this  additional, 
one,  th^t  we  might  afterwat'ds  be  able  tp  recover 
the  wind  again,  by  failing  to  the  S.E.  while  the 
land  breeze  continued,  after  haying  canonaded  the 
enemy's  line,  and  cut  off  their  two  frigates;  We 
were  in  this  ftate  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
enemy  failing  to  the  fouthward,  with  a  frefh  breeze 
from  the  weft,  and  we  alfo  ranging  the  coaft  ta 
bear  down,  after  we  difc»vered  the  fatHl  lofs  of 
our  batteries.  This  interval  was  taken  up  in  con- 
fulting  about  the  movement  propofed,  and  M. 
d'Achc  was  dcfirous  of  having  the  deci five  opinion  of 
the  Captains  upon  it.  At  length  the  Biligente  re- 
turning, and  perceiving  that  the -time  was.pafllng^ 
which  Ihould  be  employed  in  executing  a  manoeuvre 
2         '  which 
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which  nothing  but  a  calm  could  hinder  from  being 
decifive,  the  fignal  agreed  upon  was  made.  M.  de  la 
Chaife  began  immediately  to  direft  the  manoeuvre ; 
and  each  (hip  following  the  example  of  the  Comte  de 
Provence,  the  whole  fleet  advanced  in  the  order  moft 
proper  'for  our  dcfign,  fo  as  to  conceal  it  from  tlve 
enemy,  who  feemed  unable  to  comprehend  it,  till  it 
was  out  of  their  power  to  prevent  it.    AccOcdingljr, 
about  I  o  o'clock,  we  were  in  a  very  advantageou,s 
Htuation :  the  Englilh  had  not  thought  proper  tp 
make  their  van  bear  down,  that  they  might  all  come 
oh  together,  as  we  didj  atid,  judging  afterwards  that 
this  movement  would  not  be  a  fufficjent  refowrce  to 
them,  they  contented  themfelvcs  with  clofing  their 
rearas  ne^t*  as  poflSble. 
-     When  they  faw  that  we  were  advancing  near  their  ' 
real*,  knowing  that  we  Ihould  be  within  reach  to  de'^ 
ftroythe  laft  of  their  (hips,  and  cut  off  their  fri-r 
gates,  they  (uccelTivcly  made  feveral  different  mai- 
.no^uvrcs.     Some  bore  away  with  their  forefails, 
*i-othcrs'  tacked  about,   and,  afTifted  by  their,  boats. 
Tcndcavowrcd  to  keep  themfelves  N.  and  S. ;  while  wie, 
fi^ftill  filling  in  the  o(fing,  E.  and  E.  keeping .  put 
ffbowfprit  towards  the  poop  of  the  laft  6(  their  (hips^ 
3  Peered  fo   that  we   might   be  able  to  deftrpy  it, 
j»  ^d   feparate,  at  the  fame  -  time,  the  two  frigate's 
?'lrom  the  reft  of  the  enemy's  fleet.    Thefe  frigates 
>  had  no  lefs  than  five  row-boats  to  tow  them  up, 
but  finding  that  all  their  endeavours  could  not  ena- 
ble them  to  gain  their  ftations,  they  quitted  the  fleet 
•  entirely ;  but  though  they  crowded  all  their  fails, 
yet  tht  Diligentej'yfWich  was  juft  preparing  to  follow 
.   them, -Could  hayc  overtaken   them,, and  obliged 
therp  to  bring  to,  under  die  fir^  of  oni?  of  pur 

Cc4  The 


'3^1 


99^ 


APPENDIX. 

The  nearer  we  approached  the  |:ear  of  the  encm>v 
the  more  their  confufion  appeared.  M.  Pocock  was 
making  fignals  continually,  and  the  lad  (hip,  more 
anxious  than  any  other,  on  account  of  her  fituatioo^ 
was  edging  further  to  lee>yard,  to  avoid  receiving 
all  our  ihots  in  her  ftern,  her  Captain  not  confider* 
ingthat  her  danger  was  thereby  increafed,  inaHnucb 
as  the  fquadron  could  not  venture  to  break  the  line, 
nor  change  even  to  the  general  tack,  and  therefore 
remained  under  their  two  topfails,  in  an  ill-formed 
line.  j 

'\  In  this  manner  the  King's  fquadron  would  inevU 
tably^  have  obtained  the  firft  advantage,  and  would 
afterwards  have  been  ready  to  engage  a  general  ac- 
tion with  the  (ix  remaining  (hips  of  M.  Pocock's 
fleet,  between  the  two  breezes.    We  faw  no  obfta- 
cle  to  our  defign  on  the  part  of  the  enemy;  for  fuch 
was  already  their  confufion,  that  M.  Pocock  himfelf 
ran  foul  of  one  of  hi?  fhips,  while  we  were  con» 
(Untly  in  purfuit  of  our  objcft.     Th^,  Cemte  ds  PrO' ' 
v^«f/wasjuft  ready  to  pour  in  her  broadfide,  when 
the  wind,  which  already  began  to  abate,  became 
pcrfcftly  calm,  and  was  fuccceded  by  a  fca  breeze,  -"irt 
\^  .*rfiis  revolution  happening  fooner  than  w  had 
rcalbn  to  fear,  or  the  enemy  tp  expeft,  put  |is  in 
the  fame  fituation  we  were  in  before.     M.  de  la 
Chaife,  even  before  wc  made  the  fignal,  was  oxAj 
intent  upon  nr|anqeuvring  according  to  circumftanr  r; 
ces;  and,  as  the  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  th^  » 
wind,  which  we  were  obliged  to  give  up  to  theiHt 
jt  was  thpir  bufinefs  to  avail  themfelves  of  it,  whilij:.  ,i 
we  expefted  them  with  firmnefs,  our  line  beiQg  weH  a 
■forrtied*^^'_.  '      »■   •  ■      ,.:.;3.J -.^mcna 

^  M.  Pdcbckj  was  fome  time  employed  in  (^(engag«)rii 
liig  his  iKips  {  at  length,  about  noon,  he  placed  ^  ^^ 
'   l,^  Elizqbahx 
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Elizabeth,  SaUJbury,  and  Cumherland  in  the  van,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Weymouth,  Newcaftle,  and  'J'yger,  and 
then  made  a  fignal  to  bear  down  upon  us.  Hia 
yan  not  obferving  ftrifbly  the  order  of  failing  of  the 
other  (hips,  the  EltTuibetb  came  very  near  the  Comt$ 
de  Provence,  while  the  Tarmoutb  was  ilill  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  us,  and  the  enemy's  rear  was  not  yet 
within  reach  of  our's.  Our  General  waited  for  M» 
Pocock,  to  induce  him  the  more  to  run  along 
his  line.  We  made  a  fignal  to  our  van  to  braii 
their  fails,  and  we  put  our  top-fail  aback,  as  fooQ 
as  we  faw  the  Elizabeth  along  fide  of  the  Comt*  df^ 
Prwence. 

When  the  Elizabeth  was  within  piftol-fhot,  (he 
brought  to  i  and  M.  de  la  Chaile,  who  always  dif- 
played  as  much  bravery  as  (kill  in  his  manceuvresy 
brought  to  likewife,  to  be  under  her  fire :  at  this  in-> 
ftant  we  hoifted  our  fignal  for  a6^ion,  and  fhe  dif-^ 
charged  a  full  broadfide,  and  received,  at  the  fame 
time,  one  from  the  enemy. 

The  Due  d^ Orleans  and  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  fired 
at  the  other  (hips,  but  we  were  defirous  to  referve  our 
fire  for  the  Tarmoutb,  when  the  Cumberland,  which 
failed  before  her,  fired  a  broadfide  at  us,  which  was 
immediately  returned.  The  St,  Louis  attacked  the 
Adipjral  ip  the  fame  inftant,  which  fired  before  die 
coplc)  cqme  along  fide  of  us ;  the  two  (hips  of  the  rear 
^red  likewife,  but  they  were  rather  at  too  sreat  f ^ 
diftance. 

Tl)us  the  engagement  began  with  a  very  pro- 
mifing  a(peA,  for  the  Elizabeth  had  her  mizen-top- 
mafb  (hot  offi  and  the  Comte  de  Provence  feemed  to 
promife  us  greater  advantages,  when,  in  the  midft  of 
the  fmioke  raifed  by  their  continual  firing,  we  faw  hec 
fnizei|-q()aQ  on  ^e:  this  accident  was  occafioi^edby 

.     ■   -  fonjq 


zn 


594  APPENDIX. 

fome  combuftibles  thrown  in  by  the  enemy  j  but  it 
was  fo  much  the  more  terrible^  as  fhe  engaged 
within  piftol-fhot.  Mt  Bouvct,  her  next  neigh- 
bour, foon  relieved  her ;  for,  as  fhe  was  endea- 
Touring  to  withdraw,  in  order  to  extinguifli  her  ftrc, 
he  ftepped  between,  and  engaged  Captain  Stevens,  in 
M.  de  la  Chaifc's  place.  The  Due  dVrieans  re- 
ceived alfo  part  of  her  fire,  in  order  to  keep  the  Sa- 
UJbury  employed*;  and.  Bring  alternately  at  the  Qum- 
herland  and  the  Admiral's  fhip,  we  continued  the 

(  fight,  which  was  exceedingly  animated  on  both 
IWes,  and  very  bloody.  The  wheel  of  our  helm  w^ 
\  carried  away  at  the  beginning  of  the  action,  and,  'till 
riiat  was  repaired,  we  could  not  direfb  our  Hre  pror 
perly,  though  we  were  inceffantly  receiving  that  bf 
the  Cumberland  and  the  Admiral.  Befides,  we  had 
fcarce  fixed  on  a  fecond  wheel,  when  a  fire,  which 
caught  in  the  hold,  threw  us  in  the  greatefl  panic, 
expofing  us  to  the  danger  of  being  blown  Up.  This 
difafter  was  foon  removed  ^  but  a  little  time  after,  the 
tranfom  being  detached  by  the  canon  of  the  5/.  Barber 
which  burft  in  firing,  it  hindered  the  tiller  from  work- 
ing, fo  that  we  could  not  come  to  windward  To  much 

.  '  aswewilhed,  to  be  oppofite  to  the  Admiral,wh6 
being  placed  upon  our  quarter*  incommoded  tis 
greatly  s  and  he  could  only  be  driven  away  by  the 
St^  Louis  I  however,  we  cut  away  the  yard  of  his 
main-top-fail,  and  never  ceafed  firing,  whenever  Ve 
could  difcern  him. 

"  As  foon  as  we  were  able  to  fteer,  we  endeavoured 
to  come  near  the  Due  de  Bourgo^ne,  who,  in  keeping 
her  ftation,  was  obliged  to  fuftain  a  very  bbftinate 
fight  with  the  -enemy's  van;  and  for  this  purpofej 
we  ourfelves.wifiiedto  pafs  to  windward  of  the  Due 
.  d^f leans ;  but  while  wc  advaticcdi  attd'  that  that  Ihij* 
"'"■••  ■  w^^ 
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was  bracitij^  her  fails,  In  order  to  favour  our  defign, 
ihe  tiJJpf  rope  of  our  fccond  wheel  was  carried  away, 
in  the-  inidft  of  the  continual  volley  of  Ihot,  which 
damaged  our  rigging  confiderably.  Finally,  we 
found  ourfelves  forced,  for  want  of  a  helm,  to  run 
ibul  of  M.  de  Surville.  Fortunately,  the  Engliih 
icould  not  reap  any  advantage  from,  this  accident, 
in  which  we  were  expofed  to  every  misfortune,  if 
they  had  fent  a  fire-(hip  againfl  the  Zodiaque  i  we 
had  only  the  fame  fpace  to  engage  them  in,  and,  the 
Due  d'OrUans,  as  well  as  we,  having  worked  with  in- 
credible difpatch  and  ardour,  we  were  foon  difen-* 
gaged,  and  M.  de  Surville  beginning  to  fire  again* 
the  Due  de  Bourgogne,  had  time  to  recover  her  ftation* 
while  (he  continued  the  Bght.  ;  ;  i 

I  The  Vengeur,  which  clofcd  our  line,  came  th^ 
neareft  to  us,  and  we  obferved  that  fhe  always  kept 
vp  a  prodigious  Hre  ;  in  a  word,  notwithftanding  our 

Jpifes,  we  were  in  hopes  that  the  Comte  de  Provenee 
would  come  up  to  us  again,  when  the  Moras  and  the 
Cond^  alfo  quitted  the  line  about  four  o'clock,  after 
leaving  fufFcred  much.  ^';  v::?ij 

After  this,  we  prepared  the  Hgnal  for  all  to  wear 
3t  the  fame  time,  the  wind  right  aft,  continuing  ftill 
(he  engagement,  while  we  drew  near  to  the  Comte  de 
Frovence^  yi\i\ch  was  labouring  incelTantly  to  repair^ 
but  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refume  her  (lation, 

.  though  fortunate  in  having  efcaped  blowing  up. 
Befides,  flie  mud  necefTarily  do  this  with  greater 
eafe,  when  the  fleet  had  made  another  tack ;  we  there- 

c^re  made  the  fignal  for  veering  hard  a  weather, 
with  that  of  the  line  of  battle,  failing  on  the  larboard 
tack.}  Qbferving  ourfelves,  to  tack  the  laft,  in  order  to 
|avour  the  execution  of  this  hiovement. 

fl^B  Vengeufi  which  not  only  fupplied  vqy  well 
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the  place  of  the  Moras  and  the  Condiy  but  which 
had  alfo  taken  care  to  prolong  her  courfe,  while  One 
kept  up  an  incelTant  fire^  contributed  greatly  to  the 
fuccefs  of  this  manoeuvre.  The  fquadron  was  there- 
fore foon  in  an  advantageous  pofition ;  for  the  new 
line  of  battle  was  formed  with  the  two  fmalleft  vef*. 
fels  before^  and  the  Vengeur  and  ourfelves  in  the  rear. 
The  Engliih,  whofe  line  was  alfo  difordered,  far 
from  clofing  with  usj  when  we  tacked  to  rally  the 
Morns  and  the  Gondii  only  veered  by  a  kind  of  gene- 
\  ral  tack,  which  increafed  the  diftance  between  the 
two  fquadrons.  Two  of  their  (hips  perfiftcd  only  in 
firing  at  the  Zadiaque  j  which  difcharged  her  Hre  fronv 
both  tiers  at  the  fame  time,  and  held  her  fide  up  tdr 
the  whole  Englifti  fleet,  in  order  to  favc  two  of  our 
veflcls,  whofe  rigging  was  entirely  dcftroyed,  and 
Were  confcquently  unable  to  work.  This  manoeuvre 
had  the  defired  efFcft,  for  thcfe  veflels,  having  hoiiled 
all  the  fails  they  could  rig,  extricated  themfclvei 
from  the  difagreeable  (ituation  they  were  in.  Count 
d'Achc  then  finding  himfelf  befet  with  five  veflels, 
deternjined  to  wear  hard  a  weather ;  and,  the  Vengenf 
coming  clofe  upon  us,  we  ftood  off  to  fea,  in  order  to 
rally  our  (hips  that  were  far  ahead.  Admiral  Po- 
cock's  (hip  lay  a  confiderable  way  aft,  and  entirely 
difabled ;  the  Elizabeth  and  Newcajile  only  advanced 
towards  us,  though  very  flowly. 

A  little  after  this,  the  Comte  de  Provence,  having 
<ut  away  her  mizen-maft,  came  to  join  us,  in  order 
to  ilrengthen  our  rear ;  and  M.  Pocock,  who  had  had 
£0  much  good  fortune  that  day,  and  whofe  fleet  was 
in  far  better  condition  than  our*s,  inftcad  of  renewing 
the  fight,  made  a^fignal  for  his  (hips  to  fail  clofe 
hauled.  We  made  no  alteration  in  our  mariceuvres^ 
(he  DiligenU  had  beeirlent  to  defire  all  our  veflels  to 
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/ail  in  order,  and  to  repair  as  faft  as  they  could.  We 
ftill  kept  up  the  fignal  for  battle,  failing  oh  the  lar** 
bourd  tack;  neverthelefs, feeing  the  neceflity  there wat 
for  repairing  our  (hips,  we  (leered  for  Pondicherry. 

'-"The  day  following,  being  the  4th  of  Auguft,  we 
arrived  there,  and  anchored  in  a  line  before  it.  The 
Admiral  then  fent  the  Chevalier  de  Monteil  into 
the  city,  and  commanded  him,  as  he  pa(red,  to  in* 
form  M.  de  la  Chaife  how  much  he  was  fatisHed 
with  his  condud,  and  to  exprefs  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  to  the  other  Captains  j  but  that,  being  con- 
vinced, from  their  want  of  men,  of  rigging,  and 
ammunition,  and,  above  all,  as  he  could  not  flatter 
himfelf,  on  account  of  the  bad  ftate  of  mo(t  of  the 
fliip's  guns,  that  he  ihould  be  able  to  decide 
the  affair  by  attacking  the  enemy  again,  he  there-^ 
^e  refolved  to  anchor  near  the  place ;  moreover^ 
the  magazines  being  totally  unprovided,  and  feeing 
that  the  repairing  of  the  fliips  became  fo  much  the 
more  difficult,  as  the  colony  was  in  want  of  the 
firft  materials }  and  as  the  army,  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  fiege  of  Tanjour,  far  from  bringing  the  ad- 
Vantt^es  that  were  expected  from  that  enterprize, 
would;  on  the  contrary,  foon  increafe  the  difHculty 
of  dur  fubfi(lence  ; — for  thefe  reafons.  Count  d'Ache 
determined  to  depart  as  foon  as  poKTible. 

A  lift  of  the  King* 5  Officers  killed  and  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Dudeffais,  M.  de  Senneville,?, .,.   , 
,  and  M.  de  Minthier,  $ 

Count  d'Ache,  Me(rrs.  Beaudran,  ^^'Ache,?  .  , 

Cenlis,  and  Tremizoi,  i 

^5  men  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  thrown  into  the 
.  (ea  during  the  adtion,  40  dead  of  their  wound$y> 
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The  Englifh  having  gone  to  repair  betweeit 
Carioille  and  Negapatnam,  and  feeking  fuccour 
from  chat  fadory,  one  of  their  frigates  feized  a  bri* 
gamine  of  ours,  which  was  fcnt  from  the  Ifle  of 
France,  and  to  which  the  Dutch  had  the  weaknefs 
to  fefufe  proteftion.  Fortunately,  at  the  time  that 
this  news  was  brought  to  us,  we  alfo  received  intel- 
ligence of  a  fliip  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Com- 
pany pafllng  in  fight  of  Pondicherry.  The  Di7/- 
gente  was  difpatched  after  her,  and  brought  her  \nt6 
the  road ;  and  it  was  refolved  that  (he  fhould  ht  kept 
there  till  the  Dutch  had  given  fatisfaftion  for  the  da^ 
Dtiage  done.  This  veflel  had  a  great  quantity  of  rig- 
ging and  provifions  on  board,-  which  were  fo'  much 
the  more  valuable  to  us,  as  we  were  in  fuch  extreme 
wtot  of  them.  On  the  24th  of  Auguft,  the  Eng-i 
lifh  Beet  having  fet  fail  from  fome  place  adjacent  to» 
Negapatnam,  feemed  inclined  to  return  to  us ;  but 
it  did  not  proceed  further  than  the  height  of  For6 
St.  David.  We  had  received  certain  intelligence  of 
the  fecret  defign  of  M.  Pocock,  who  had  prepared 
five  fire-fhips  to  attack  us  at  anchor.  The  want  of 
i^igging  and  provifions,  which  would  put  the  King's 
fleet  in  the  mofi:  critical  fituation,  if  it  were  obliged 
to  engage  the  enemy  a  third  time,  determined  Count 
d'Ache  to  fet-  off  for  the  Ifle  of  France  j  and,  having 
informed  M.  de  Lally,  and  the  Council,  of  his  in- 
tention, we  failed  from  Pondicherry  the  3d  of  Sep-, , 
tember,  and,  after  a  moft  fortunate  pafiage,  arrived 
on  the  13th  of  October  at  Mauritius. 
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